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LAJVS  of  the  UNITED  STATER 


ricj  ish  i) 


CQN’GilESS  of  the  UNi  PED  STATES: 

AT  TH  t  MKSr  $  ik»r'*N , 

Begun  and  held  at  the  C  ty  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  on  Monday  the  1  .vents - 
fourth  of  October*  one  Chou  land  Icven  hundred 
and  ninety-one. 


An  ACT  eftablijhing  a  Mint,  and 
regulating  the  Coins  of  ike  Unite  l 
■ States . 

BE  it  enabled  by  the  Senate  a?rrfHousE 
of  Re  p  *  t s  e  n  xat  1  v as  of- the  United 
htatrs  of  America  in  Con*  refs  a[f  in'rlcd 
and  it  i>  hereby  enabled  and  declared  >  1.  -  ■  ' 
a  xn.n;  for  the  purpofe  of  a  national 
coinage,  he,  and  ib;  fame  is  eilabtifhid  ; 
to  be  fruato  and  carried  urat  th;  foa:  'A 
the  government  of  he  United  State*, 
for  the  time  being  :  And  that  for  the 
well  conducing  of  the  buftnefs  of  the 
fald  mint,  there  drill  be  the  following 
officers  and  peifons,  namely — a  dirc&or, 
an  aflaycr,  a  chief  comer,  an  e.tgraver, 
a  treafurer. 

And  be  it  further  enabl'd,  Tiaf  the  di 
rettnr  of  the  mint  (hall  employ  as  many 
clerks,  workmen  and  fervants  as  he  (hall 
from  firm  to  time  find  necelLrry,  lufj.fi 
10  the  approbation  of  the  Prefiicnt  ot 
the  Untied  S  ales. 

And  be  it  further  enabl'd.  That  the  ref- 
peftive  functions  and  duties  of  the  officers 
abovement  ioried  fhall  be  as  follow.— The 
direftor  of  the  mint  fhall  have  the  chief 
management  of  the  buftnefs  thereof,  and 
fhall  lupefinlend  all  other  officers  and 
perfons  who. (hall  be  employed  therein. 

I  he  zfiayer  fhall  receive  and  give  re¬ 
ceipts  for  a'l  metals  which  may  lawfully 
he  bro  'ght  to  the-  mint  to  be  coined  ; 
fhall  allay  all  luch  of  them  as  may  re 
quire  it,  and  (hall  deliver  them  to  the 
chiel  coinci  to  be  coined. The  chief  coin¬ 
er  fha.l  caufa  to  be  coined  a  I  me'als 
which  fiiall  be  received  by  him  for  'hat 
put  pole,  according  to  fuch  regulations  as 
fhall  oe  preferbed  by  this  or  any  futuie 
law.  The  engraver  (hall  fink  and  pre 
pare  the  necelfiry  d  es  lor  fuch  coinage, 


with  the  proper  devices  and  inicriptio  s, 
but  it  (half  be  la  wful  ferrhe  funflions 
and  duties  of  chief  coiner  and  engraver 
to  be  performed  by  one  perfon.  The 
treafurer  fhall  receive  from  the  chic- 
coiner  all  the  coins  which  fhall  have 
been  Aruck.and  fhall  pay  or  deliver  them 
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And  be  it  further  enabled.  That 
affayer,  chief  coiner  and  treafurer, 
vicufly  to  entering  upon  the  ex 
ftf  their  refpeflive  offices  fhall  e 
come  bound  to  the  United  States! 
nserica,  wi  h  one  or  more  fureties! 
falisfaftion  of  the  Secretary  of  ihc^ 
fury,  in  the  funv  of  ten  thoufand  dol 
with  condition  for  the  fai.hful  and  dilw 
gent,  performance  ot  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  there 
fhall  be  all  owed  and  paid  as  compenfa- 
tions  for  their  refpefti’-  -To 

the  Did  direflor.  a  ye/ 
thoufand  dollars,  t 
yearly  l'alary  of  one 
red  dollars,  to  the 
yearly  falary  of  one! 

-dred  dollars,  to  the  f 
1/  falary  of  one  thou 
dollars,  to  the  (aid  treafurc 
ary  of  one  thoufand  .two  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  to  iach  clerk  wKo  may  be  employ¬ 
ed,  a  yearly  falary  not  exceeding  five 
hundred,  dollar^  and  to  the  fevcral  fu' 

tordina-e  wotkjnen  ^»rrd  fervauij  Tittfi 
wages  and  aficiWanceV’  as  arc  cultomary 
anti  reafonable,  according  to  their  ref- 
pef.fi ve  Rations  and  occupations. 

And  be  it  fuithrr  enabled.  That  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  : he  officers  and  perfons  em¬ 
ployed  in  ar.d  about  the  fat’d  mint  and 
fir  fervices  performed  in  relation  thero- 
tt ,  and  all  other  accounts  concern¬ 
ing  the  buftnefs  and  adminilliation  thete- 


t-  -^r~ 


of  fhall  be  adjufb  d  ar.d  fettled  in  the 
Tieafury  departmentof  the  UnitedS'a'es, 
and  a  quar  er  yearly  account  of  the  re 
ceipts  and  d  fb ji fements  of  the  faid 
mint  fh  is!  be  rendered  at  the  faid  ’reafu- 
ry  fur  fetuement  according  to  fuch  forms 
and  tf gula  io'is  at  fhall  have  been  pre- 
Icribed  by  that  department  ;  and  that 
once  in  each  year  a  report  of  the  tranf- 
adlions  or  the  (aid  t.-.in',  accompanied  by 
an  abffraft  of. the  f-ttlements  w  h  ch  fhall 
have  been  from  litre  to  time  made,  duly 
certified  bv  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
fu.y,  fhall.be  laid  before  Co’gteis  tor 
ihe-T  ti/ormation. 

’  And  be  it  further  enabled,  That  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  authority  veiled  in  the  Prefi- 
oent  of  the  United  Sia'es  by  a  refolutiqn 
of  the  lail  feffion,  touching  the  engaging 
of  ar'.ifls  and  the  procuring  or  apparatus 
Jbrthe  faid  mint,  the  Prefident  bcau’hor- 
ar.d  fie  is  hereby  authorized,  to 
|Vo  be  provided  ar.d  put  in  ptoper 
Vi.’  on  fuch  buildings,  and  in  fuch 
Af  as  fii.'ll  appesr  to  him  requiltto, 
purpi  fe  or  canying  on  thebufi. 
the  laid  mint;  and  that  as  well 
penfes  which  fhall  have  been  in- 
SbA  purfuant  to  the  laid  icfolution 
"as  thofe-.^hich  may  be  incurred  in  pro-’ 
yV  '  ‘‘ring  'he  faid  buildings, 
■fy  r  les  which  may  here 
\f  V  iaintenar.ee  ard  fup- 
j  \  A>  and  in  cairying  on 
fijover  and  above  the. 
.  '  /received  by  reafon 

t  /.  -  /urn  for  coinage  here-- 

in  {hill  be  defrayed 

from  tTre-r-rr^Tury  of  the  United  States, 
ou'  of  any  monies  wh'ch  from  time  to 
time  (hall  be  therein,  not  otherwtfe  ap¬ 
propriated. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  That  there 
fhall  be  (tom  time  to  time  flruck  and 
coined’  at  the  laid  mint,  coias  of  gold, 
(fiver  and  copper,  of  the  following  de. 
nominations,  values  and  defcriptions,viz. 
Eagi  es — each  to  be  of  the  value  of  ten 
dollars  cr  unit*,  a  id  o  contain  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  Icrty’  (even  grains  and  four 
eighths  of  a  g  a  n  of  purr,  or  two  bun- 
dt ed  and  fevt.r  t  •  grains  o'  llandard  gold. 
Hai.  r  Eacli's — each  to  be  of  the  value 
o(  live  dolla  *,  and  to  contain  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  three  giains  and  fix 
eighths  of  a  gtain  of  pure,  or  one  hun. 
died  and  thirty  fivegrainsof  ftandard  gold. 


TERMS  of  SAI  F. 

1.  All  bids  to  be  per  lot  as  numbered  in  this  catalogue. 

2.  We  reserve  the  right  to  withdraw  lots  prior  to  sale. 

3.  Bidding  advance  to  be  determined  solely  by  the  auctioneer,  and  furthermore, 
the  auctioneer  regulates  the  bidding,  and  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  any  bid  be¬ 
lieved  by  him  not  to  be  made  in  good  faith. 

4.  All  material  catalogued  and  sold  by  Pine  Tree  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  is  guar¬ 
anteed  to  be  authentic  in  all  respects  and  to  be  as  catalogued.  No  lot  may  be 
returned  on  account  of  condition  or  grade  if  examined  by  bidder  prior  to  the 
auction. 

5.  Bidders  must  have  established  credit  with  Pine  Tree  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  (or 
any  Division  of  First  Coinvestors,  Inc.),  or  have  sent  an  advance  deposit  of 
25%  of  their  bids.  Deposits  will  be  refunded  if  bids  are  unsuccessful. 

6.  Pine  Tree  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  reserves  the  right  to  request  payment  in  full 
prior  to  delivering  lots,  even  after  submission  of  references  and  deposit. 

7.  Accounts  are  payable  when  bills  are  rendered,  and  must  be  paid  promptly 
in  U.  S.  funds.  Title  shall  remain  with  Pine  Tree  Auction  Co.,  Inc.  until  full  pay¬ 
ment  is  received. 

8.  All  merchandise  delivered  in  New  York  is  subject  to  the  8%  Sales  Tax. 

9.  There  is  no  charge  for  executing  bids,  and  no  commission  is  charged  the  buyer. 

10.  Postage  and  insurance  charges  will  be  added  to  the  invoice  wherever  mer¬ 
chandise  is  shipped. 

11.  There  will  be  a  $2.00  charge  for  Prices  Realized  to  be  sent  after  the  sale. 

12.  It  is  necessary  for  all  minors  wishing  to  bid,  to  present  written  parental  per¬ 
mission  prior  to  the  sale. 

13.  Unlimited  or  "Buy”  bids  cannot  be  accepted. 

14.  The  placing  of  a  bid  shall  constitute  acceptance  of  the  foregoing  conditions 
of  sale. 

IMPORTANT:  When  making  your  bid,  please  be  careful  that  you  are  bidding 
on  the  lot  you  wish,  as  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors. 

We  advise  you  to  bid  liberally  if  you  wish  to  be  successful.  We  will  purchase  for 
you  at  5%  above  the  second  highest  bid  received,  thus  automatically  protecting 
every  bid  you  make. 

Material  sold  at  any  session  of  this  sale,  will  be  shipped  from  our  New  York 
offices  within  the  week.  Floor  bidders  wishing  to  leave  before  the  end  of  the 
sale  should  be  sure  that  their  bid  cards  have  their  full  name  and  address  so  that 
lots  purchased  can  be  properly  billed  and  sent  to  them.  No  lots  will  be  delivered 
at  the  sale. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  comments  concerning  any  of  the  terms  of  sale,  please 
contact  us  at  516/294-0040. 


Herbert  Melnick,  Chairman 
Pine  Tree  Auction  Company,  Inc. 


©  Coyright  1975  by  Pine  Tree  Auction  Company,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved. 
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Featuring 

c The  Connecticut 
Collection 

And  Other  Fine  Early  Coppers  and  Currency 


An  offering  of  the  most  Comprehensive  Collection  of  Connecticut  Colonial 
Coppers  ever  assembled  in  The  United  States.  We  present  for  your  con¬ 
sideration  over  320  of  the  known  340  varieties  of  Connecticut  Coppers.  Most 
of  these  coins  are  in  the  Condition  Census.  At  least  100  specimens  are  con¬ 
sidered  Rarity  7  (4-12  known)  and  Rarity  8  (2-3  known). 

The  ^Vermont  Collection 

A  choice  offering  of  39  pieces  (most  Condition  Census)  including  the  exceed¬ 
ingly  rare  Ryder  36.  Additionally,  we  have  excellent  examples  of  Ryder  2,  6, 
7,  9,  10,  12  (one  of  3  finest  known),  17,  19,  20,  23,  21  (finest  known),  26, 
and  28.  Each  piece  will  be  photographed  for  future  reference  work. 

eThe(Large  Cent  Collection 

A  magnificent  offering  of  over  300  select  Large  Cents  including  15  1793 
specimens,  56  1794  specimens,  as  well  as  the  exceedingly  rare  Sheldon  79 


(1795  Large  Cent  —  Reeded  Edge).  The  collection  is  enormous  in  scope 
with  condition  census  pieces  through  1856.  A  minimum  of  50%  of  these 
pieces  will  be  photographed  for  the  catalogue  presentation. 

The  fDr.  Conway  f Bolt  Collection 
of  <E arly  Copper  cMint  < Errors 

A  choice  offering  of  over  30  pieces  from  the  famed  “Dr.  Conway  Bolt  Col¬ 
lection”  of  Large  Cent  errors.  The  most  comprehensive  offering  of  Large  Cent 
errors  in  the  last  decade.  Of  course,  each  piece  will  be  photographed  for  your 
consideration. 

c The  Colonial  Collection 

Rounding  out  this  fine  sale  will  be  a  choice  offering  of  select  Colonial  coins 
and  paper  money  including  a  Brilliant  Proof  Castorland  piece  as  well  as  addi¬ 
tional  coin  and  paper  issues  of  the  U.S.  Colonies. 


CATALOGUED  BY 


Walter  Breen 
Jack  Collins 
Jack  Munson 
Michael  Turoff 
Herb  Melnick 


Overall  Supervision  For  This  Catalogue 

By 

Walter  Breen 


pine  tpee  auction  company,  inc. 

a  Subsidiary  of  First  Coinvestors.  Inc. 


200  I.  U.  Willets  Road  •  Albertson,  New  York  1 1 507  •  Telephone:  (516)  294-0040 


EXHIBITION 


Lots  sold  will  be  available  for  public  viewing  on  Thursday,  February  13,  1975  and 
Friday,  February  14,  1975  ( 10  A.  M.  to  4:30  P.  M.)  at  the  offices  of  our  associates: 

Federal  Coin  &C  Currency,  Inc. 

25  Broad  Street 

New  York,  New  York  10004 

212/785-1230 

On  the  day  of  the  sale  (Saturday,  February  15,  1975)  the  lots  will  be  exhibited 
from  10  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.  at: 

The  Early  American  Coppers  Society  Convention 
New  York  Sheraton  Flotel 
7th  Avenue  at  56th  Street 
New  York,  New  York 


GUARANTEE 

We  guarantee  that  every  coin  in  our  E.A.C.  Convention  Auction 
Sale  is  accurately  graded  and  described. 

After  we  inform  you  of  a  winning  bid(s)  you  may,  if  you  choose, 
send  your  remittance  with  a  request  for  an  OFFICIAL  CERTIFI¬ 
CATE  OF  GUARANTEE  which  Mr.  Breen  will  sign  and  which  will 
specifically  refer  to  your  coin(s). 

It  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  Breen’s  autograph  is  a  collectible  item.  It  is  a 
fact  that  a  Breen  Certificate,  accompanying  a  rare  coin,  passes  from 
hand  to  hand,  enhancing  the  value  of  the  piece.  This  privilege  is 
yours  at  no  charge,  if  you  desire  it. 
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PINE  TREE  AUCTION  COMPANY,  INC. 

200  I.U.  Willets  Road,  Albertson,  N.  Y.  11507 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  are  my  bids  for  the  EARLY  AMERICAN  SALE  of  Choice 
Coins,  February  15,  1975. 

It  is  understood  that  my  Bids  are  so  much  PER  LOT.  1  will  pay  all  Mail 
and  Express  charges,  and  agree  to  the  terms  of  this  sale. 

Name  ....  . 


Are  you  currently  a  member  of  any 
of  the  following  F.C.I.  Programs? 

□  F.C.I.  Type  Coin 

□  Rare  Gold  Management 

□  Preferred  List  Gold 

□  Preferred  List  Silver  Dollars 

□  Silver  Dollar  Society 

□  Numismatics  International 

□  Would  you  like  to  have  informa¬ 
tion  about  any  of  these  ongoing 
investment  programs? 


Address 


Please  specify. 


City 
T*L  # 


State  Zip 


MAIL  BID  FORM 


Please  Do  Not  Write  Here 

No . 

DP . 

NS .  S . 


Lot  Bid  Lot  Bid  Lot  Bid  Lot  Bid 

O  I  was  a  previous  Pine  Tree  Bidder. 


I  have  read  Terms  of  Sale  and  agree  to  abide  by  same.  A  separate  sheet  with  ad¬ 

ditional  bids  may  be  en¬ 
closed  with  envelope. 

SIGNED  _  _ 


IF  NECESSARY,  PLEASE  INCREASE  MY  BIDS  BY: 
□  10%  or  □  2*%  or  □  30% 

TO  OBTAIN  THE  LOTS  I  DESIRE. 

Lots  will  be  purchased  as  much  below  bids  as  possible. 
PLEASE  TURN  OVER  FOR  ADDITIONAL  BIDDING  SPACE 


Cash  Enclosed 

Deposit  on  Sale 

Prices  Realized 

PINE  TREE  ACCOUNT  APPLICATION 


SEND  MAIL 
TO 


Mr. 

Mrs. 

Full  Name  Miss 


□  Married 

—  Age - -  □  Single 


Home  Address  — - - - - -  Years  There 

Number-Street  City  or  Town  Zone  State 


Own  Your  Own  Home  - Apartment  No.  _  Telephone  No. 


□ 

□ 


Home 

Address 

Business 

Address 


EMPLOYMENT  OR  BUSINESS 


Name  of  Company 


Street  Address 


City - Zone _ State  . 

Phone  No. _ Ext.  No . .  Years  There 


BANK  ACCOUNTS 

Regular/Special  Checking _ 

Bank 


Branch  Address 

Savings/Loan  _ _ _ _ 

Bank 


Branch  Address 

CHARGE  ACCOUNTS 


Position  .... 


ADDITIONAL  BIDS 


Lot  Bid  Lot  Bid  Lot  Bid  Lot  Bid 

INDEX  TO  SALE 


SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY  15,  1975 
7  P.M.  SHARP 


Lots  1  -  397 
Lots  398  -  439 
Lots  440  -  498 
Lots  500  -  548 
Lots  550  -  1079 


"THE  CONNECTICUT  COLLECTION” 
"THE  VERMONT  COLLECTION” 

"THE  COLONIAL  COLLECTION” 

"THE  COLONIAL  PAPER  COLLECTION” 
"THE  LARGE  CENT  COLLECTION” 


INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  MAIL  BIDDERS 


If  you  have  never  before  bid  by  mail,  an  explanation  is  needed.  Basically  the 
procedure  is  quite  simple.  You  will  note  on  the  enclosed  mail  bid  form  a  place 
for  entering  a  lot  number  as  well  as  the  amount  you  wish  to  bid.  After  carefully 
examining  the  descriptions  of  the  lot(s)  in  question,  simply  write  down  the  lot 
number  and  then  the  maximum  amount  you  are  willing  to  pay  in  the  appropriate 
columns.  For  example,  let’s  assume  you  are  interested  in  bidding  on  lot  number  1 
which  carries  an  estimate  of  $2, 000-UP.  Determine  the  maximum  price  you  would 
pay  for  this  lot  and  enter  this  amount  on  the  mail  bid  form  as  follows: 


Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

1 

1.875 

Oo 

You  will  note  we  have  used  the  term  "maximum  amount”  above.  The  bid  which 
you  enter  is  the  "maximum  amount”  or  top  price  you  will  pay  for  a  lot  (unless 
you  have  checked  one  of  the  increase  boxes) .  However,  there  is  always  a  chance 
you  may  obtain  the  Lot  for  less!  As  indicated  in  our  "Terms  of  Sale”  we  act 
as  your  agent  and  execute  your  bids  as  if  you  were  there  in  person  at  the  Sale. 
We  will  buy  the  Lot  for  you  as  cheaply  as  possible  over  the  next  highest  bid.  In 
other  words,  if  your  bid,  for  example,  is  $1,875.00  on  lot  number  1  and  the  next 
highest  bid,  whether  by  mail  or  floor,  is  only  $1,000.00,  the  lot  would  be  awarded 
to  you  at  $1,050.00  or  a  nominal  5 c/'c  increase  over  the  next  highest  bid. 

Before  entering  your  bids,  please  read  carefully  our  "Terms  of  Sale”.  Bidding  by 
mail  permits  the  individual  to  participate  in  the  auction  sale  just  as  though  he 
were  able  to  attend  the  sale  in  person.  Many  bargains  are  obtained  through  the 
medium  of  auction  sales,  and  it  can  be  a  very  exciting  as  well  as  rewarding  method 
of  obtaining  wonderful  investments  for  your  portfolios.  We  look  forward  to  your 
participation  in  our  Sale. 


THE  EARLY  AMERICAN 
COPPER  SOCIETY  CONVENTION 


Auction  Sale 

SATURDAY  EVENING,  FEBRUARY  15,  1975 
NEW  YORK  SHERATON  HOTEL 
7th  Avc.  at  56th  St.,  New  York  City 

7:00  P.M.  SHARP 

Closing  Date  for  "Mail  Bid  Only”  Lots 
Monday,  February  17,  1975 


EXTRAORDINARY  VARIETY  COLLECTION 
OF  CONNECTICUT  COPPERS 

It  is  with  the  utmost  pride  that  we  present  this  collection  of 
Connecticut  coppers,  one  of  the  finest  ever  put  together  for  con¬ 
dition  and  simultaneously  exceptionally  complete — containing  over 
92%  of  the  known  varieties.  At  present  the  only  collections  which 
could  conceivably  give  this  one  any  competition  for  completeness 
are  the  Canfield  bequest  in  the  museum  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society,  and  the  Barnsley  collection;  however,  the  present 
collection  contains  varieties  not  represented  in  either  of  these.  It 
was  built  up  over  more  than  15  years,  varieties  being  added  from 
several  of  the  major  auctions  in  addition  to  large  groups  from 
the  Norman  Bryant  and  Theodore  L.  Craige  estates  and  the 
famous  Stephen  Hoard.  As  a  result,  many  specimens  herein  in¬ 
cluded  are  believed  to  be  finest  known  of  their  variety,  and  liter¬ 
ally  dozens  will  qualify  in  the  condition  census  (defined  as  the  six 
finest  of  each  variety). 

This  claim  is  far  more  important  than  it  sounds.  It  is  com¬ 
mon  now  to  hear  collectors  of  early  or  late  large  cents  speak  of 
their  coins  as  condition  census  or  even  finest  knowns.  Those  series 
have  been  explored  in  detail,  and  they  are  popular  enough  that 
literally  hundreds  of  auctions  have  contained  important  groups. 
However,  in  colonial  coppers  the  picture  is  completely  different, 
especially  among  Connecticuts.  Reference  books  in  the  series  have 
been  confined  to  reprintings  of  the  unsatisfactory  and  difficult 
Miller  text  (1920),  many  varieties  have  never  before  been  illus¬ 
trated  (a  feature  remedied  in  the  present  catalogue),  many  rarities 
have  thus  remained  unrecognized,  and  worst  of  all  the  vast 
majority  of  Connecticut  coppers  were  weakly  struck  on  defective 
planchets  so  that  only  parts  of  the  designs  show.  The  usual  grade 
range  for  the  entire  1785-88  series  is  Poor  to  About  Fine,  the 
average  single  grade  being  Good  to  VG,  even  among  the  27 
varieties  which  can  be  classed  as  common  (i.e.  more  than  500 
survivors  estimated). 

A  strictly  Fine  Connecticut  copper  is  unusual;  a  VF  is  auto¬ 
matically  scarce,  an  EF  or  better  is  by  definition  a  rarity  and  far 
more  important  than  suspected,  and  any  Connecticut  with  even  a 
remote  claim  to  mint  state  is  a  great  rarity  with  four  figure  poten¬ 
tial,  despite  the  Stepney  Hoard  (many  of  whose  coins  were  not 
full  unc.).  Auctions  which  contained  choice  Connecticuts  during 
the  last  sixty  years  can  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand; 
Miller  (1920),  New  Netherlands  51st  (1958),  New  Netherlands 
60th  (1968),  Mcrkin  (Oct.  31,  1973).  In  addition,  smaller  im¬ 
portant  groups  were  included  in  the  Stack’s  Oct.  1970,  Feb.  and 
March  1973  auctions  (second  from  the  Norman  Bryant  estate, 
first  and  third  from  the  Appleton — Mass.  Historical  Society  col¬ 
lection).  Other  auctions  have  routinely  contained  only  a  few, 


mostly  as  type  coins  and  in  lower  grades.  The  Dr.  Hall,  Wurtz- 
bach,  Ryder,  Boyd,  Virgil  Brand,  Craige,  Bryant,  and  Bowers 
collections  were  all  privately  dispersed  over  the  years,  as  the 
Stepney  Hoard,  and  no  records  were  released  of  the  prices  rea¬ 
lized;  for  which  reason  few  records  exist  even  for  the  commoner 
varieties,  and  none  at  all  for  some  of  the  rarities. 

VIEWED  IN  THIS  LIGHT,  THE  BARE  STATISTICS  OF 
THIS  FANTASTIC  COLLECTION  BECOME  AWESOME. 

1785.  Of  27  varieties  with  mailed  bust  right,  this  colection 
contains  25,  most  ranking  in  the  condition  census.  Of  4  varieties 
reported  to  exist  with  mailed  bust  left,  3  are  represented  and  we 
have  no  description  of  the  fourth;  all  rank  among  the  finest. 

1786.  Of  8  reported  varieties  with  mailed  bust  right,  this 
'collection  contains  6,  ail  of  Condition  Census  level  and  all  rare 
but  one.  Of  30  varieties  with  mailed  bust  left,  this  collection  con¬ 
tains  28,  almost  all  in  the  condition  census.  Both  Draped  Bust 
varieties  are  represented,  both  being  very  rare  and  among  the 
finest  known;  so  far  as  we  know,  this  is  the  first  time  since  the 
Miller  sale  that  both  have  shown  up  simultaneously  in  auction. 

1787.  Of  9  mailed  bust  right  varieties  known,  this  collection 
contains  7,  all  qualifying  in  the  condition  census.  Of  the  23  with 
mailed  bust  left,  22  are  here  and  almost  all  are  in  the  census.  Of 
the  23  different  draped  bust  varieties  confirmed  to  exist,  this  col¬ 
lection  contains  187,  the  largest  offering  in  auction  history;  almost 
all  are  condition  census  level. 

1788.  All  9  mailed  bust  right  varieties  are  represented,  in¬ 
cluding  the  exceedingly  rare  1-L  with  the  Vermont  reverse,  mostly 
in  the  condition  census,  as  are  all  12  known  mailed  bust  left 
varieties.  All  but  one  of  the  15  draped  bust  left  varieties  are  here, 
mostly  again  in  the  census.  In  all,  315  out  of  342  varieties,  repre¬ 
senting  all  six  of  the  mints  known  to  have  struck  Connecticut 
coppers.  The  mint  of  issue  is  specified  for  the  groups  of  varieties 
below,  for  the  first  time  in  auction  history. 

Unless  otherwise  mentioned,  all  specimens  here  offered  have 
complete  legends  and  dates.  They  normally  come  with  a  variety 
of  planchet  lamination  defects  or  planchet  cracks,  these  being 
inherent  to  the  manufacturing  of  these  coins.  They  normally 
come  with  local  weaknesses,  though  in  the  present  collection 
many  specimens  will  be  free  of  them.  Some  show  Miller  attribu¬ 
tions  marked  in  red  or  white  ink,  either  on  edge  or  field  or 
occasionally  on  the  face.  This  was  a  practice  of  the  oldest  collec¬ 
tors  wishing  to  avoid  the  difficult  task  of  reattributing  these  coins 
once  the  die  variety  had  been  correctly  identified  for  once  and 
all;  it  does  not  constitute  damage  but  should  rather  be  taken  as 
evidence  that  the  coins  are  from  old  specialist  holdings,  most 
often  either  Dr.  Thomas  Hall  or  Henry  Clay  Miller. 
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All  specimens  have  been  photographed  and  are  illustrated  here, 
many  for  the  first  time  in  numismatic  history.  However,  no  photo¬ 
graph  could  do  justice  to  the  lustrous  surfaces  of  many  coins  here 
graded  even  Extremely  Fine;  weak  striking  is  often  found  on  coins 
showing  mint  surface  or  even  traces  of  original  mint  red.  Only 
personal  examination  of  a  large  number  of  these  coins  will  enable 
you  to  familiarize  yourself  with  the  way  Connecticut  coppers 
normally  come  and  to  appreciate  the  extraordinary  quality  of  the 
present  offering. 


For  your  information  we  provide  you  with  this  chart  as  a  guide¬ 
line: 

RARITY  CHART 
Approximate  number  known 


R1 

R2 

R3 

R4 


More  than  1,250 
501  to  1,250 
201  to  500 
76  to  200 


R5  —  31  to  75 
R6  —  13  to  20 
R7  —  4  to  12 
R8  —  2  or  3 


Unique  1 


1785 

UNLOCATED  PRIVATE  MINT 
MAILED  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 

1  1785.  Miller  1-E.  (High  R-6).  Both  legends  punctuated 

with  periods;  smallest  seated  figure  and  date.  Better 
than  VG,  some  details  of  Fine  sharpness,  some  of 
similar  sharpness  to  the  Appleton — Mass.  Historical 
Society  coin  (Stack's,  Oct.  1970),  called  VF.  Mostly 
rather  dark  brown  patina,  devices  highlighted;  free  of 
noticeable  planchet  defects  or  of  any  blemish  aside 
from  honest  wear;  moderately  smooth  planchet  (prob¬ 
ably  struck  on  a  cast  blank).  One  of  three  finest  we 
have  seen,  the  other  two  being  the  Hoch  Plate  and 
Appleton  coins.  Attribution  on  face  in  red  ink  as  with 
many  Connecticuts  from  old  collections.  (Photo) 

($250-up) 


“COMPANY  FOR  COINING  COPPERS” 

NEW  HAVEN  I  (WESTVILLE?) 

Mailed  Bust  Right  Design 

2  1785.  (Dies  by  Abel  Buel  for  Samuel  Bishop,  Joseph 

Hopkins,  James  Hillhouse  and  James  Goodrich,  offi¬ 
cially  in  operation  from  Oct.  20,  1785  through  June  1, 
1787  only).  Miller  2-A-l.  (R-3).  Colon  free  of  head, 
very  fine  radial  lines  for  obv.  and  rev.  borders.  Many 
details  of  Very  Fine  sharpness  or  better,  others  more 
like  Fine:  somewhat  porous  surfaces,  patches  of  red  to 
dark  brown  patina,  traces  of  old  cleaning.  Much 
sharper  than  the  Hoch  Plate  coin  or,  the  Miller  Plate 
coin,  the  Appleton-MHS  piece,  “VF”,  or  that  in  New 
Netherlands  60th  sale;  evidently  one  of  the  finest 
known.  (Photo)  ($100-up) 

3¥  1785.  M.  2-A.4.  (R-3).  Very  similar  but  branch  slightly 

taller.  (Evidently  Buel’s  hubs  included  devices  and  all 
letters  but  not  punctuation  nor  branch).  Letters  and  parts 
of  devices  Fine,  other  details  more  like  VG,  centers  not 
well  struck  up,  far  fewer  light  obv.  planchet  defects 
than  usual.  The  weakness  in  right  central  rev.  (in¬ 
cluding  ETL)  is  as  made,  showing  identically  on  the 
Hoch  Plate  coin.  This  may  be  rarer  than  R-3,  as 
auction  records  are  lacking.  It  and  preceding  variety 
form  with  6.1-A.l  an  isolated  group  not  much  re¬ 
sembling  any  of  Buel’s  other  dies;  it  is  thought  that 
the  high  relief  of  the  heads  prevented  proper  striking, 
which  fact  induced  Buel  to  introduce  different  hubs 
found  on  later  varieties  of  this  design.  (Photo)  (75-up) 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


4*  M.  3.1-A.3.  R-3.  New  hubs,  head  in  lower  relief,  taller 
and  less  round;  I  and  EC  low;  this  obv.  working  die 
distinguished  by  O  of  AUCTORI  first  cut  far  too  low 
then  corrected.  Most  details  VF,  some  nearer  to  EF, 
light  tan  with  interesting  partly  streaky  mottling,  few 
tiny  rim  and  edge  nicks;  overall  of  extraordinary  qual¬ 
ity  for  one  of  these,  apparently  in  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus,  very  close  indeed  to  the  Hoch  Plate  coin.  Notably 
sharper  than  the  Appleton-MHS  coin.  ($125-up) 
*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


NEW  MULING  VARIETY 

5  1785.  Not  in  Miller.  M.  3.1-F.3.  R-8.  New  muling,  un¬ 

known  to  Miller  or  Ryder,  discovered  in  the  1920’s  (?) 
and  until  recently  known  only  from  the  Canfield  coin 
impounded  in  ANS  museum;  one  of  only  three  known, 
the  third  being  in  the  Barnsley  collection  (Colonial 
Newsletter  3/64,  p.  26).  VG,  usual  weak  uneven  strike, 
DE  not  visible,  AUCTO  blurry;  interesting  multicolored 
patina,  usual  striated  flan  defects  plainest  at  lower  obv. 
No  auction  record.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 


PERHAPS  THE  FINEST  KNOWN 

6  1785.  M.  3.1-L.  R-4.  Some  details  nearly  EF,  the  rest  VF; 

light  central  striated  defects  as  made,  fewer  than  usual; 
mostly  sharply  struck  on  a  planchet  which  has  ac¬ 
quired  an  amazing  multicolored  patina,  from  tan  to 
brick  red  to  many  shades  of  brown  with  patches  of 
green.  Finest  we  have  seen;  next  to  it  the  Miller  Plate 
coin  is  poor.  Noticeably  finer  than  Lot  116,  Appleton- 
MHS  coll.,  “VF”  or  Lot  122,  Merkin  Oct.  1973  Sale. 
Much  finer  than  that  in  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale. 
Apparently  the  “EF”  from  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972  list. 

(Photo)  ($200.-up) 


7  1785.  M.  3.2-L.  R-3.  Rev.  with  advanced  die  failures. 

More  or  less  VF  for  the  coin,  excellent  surfaces,  small 
defects  only  at  upper  left  rev.  rim  otherwise  exception¬ 
ally  clean.  By  far  the  finest  impression  we  have  seen 
from  this  obv.  die;  the  Hoch  Plate  example  is  poor  by 
comparison,  hardly  rating  VG  in  sharpness.  (Photo) 

($125.-up) 


8*  1785.  M.  3.3-F.3.  R-4.  Obv.  from  the  same  hub  but  re¬ 

worked — only  a  small  wart  serves  as  chin.  Some  de¬ 
tails  fully  Very  Fine,  others  Fine,  struck,  on  a  some¬ 
what  granular  blank  with  its  quota  of  manufacturing 
defects,  mostly  small  and  shallow,  the  most  prominent 
at  upper  left  obv.  edge.  One  of  the  best  around;  finer 
than  lot  320,  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale,  sharper  than 
the  Hoch  Plate  coin.  (Photo)  ($125-up) 

*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

9  1785.  M.  3.4-F.l.  R-3.  Similar  head  to  last  few  but  chin 

of  normal  size;  obv.  die  reworked  so  that  P  is  in  line 
with  R  rather  than  being  too  low  as  on  the  others. 
Line  to  right  from  8.  Better  than  VF,  boldly  struck, 
some  few  deails  suggesting  a  higher  grade;  iridescent 
light  to  medium  olive,  far  sharper  than  Appleton-MHS 
(1970)  lot  117,  “VF”,  granular  and  with  light  lamina¬ 
tion  defects  as  made.  Sharper  than  the  Hoch  Plate  coin, 
about  tied  with  lot  123,  Merkin  10/73  sale,  at  a  then 
low  $130.  From  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972  list  as  “VF- 
EF”  an  understandable  grade.  (Photo)  ($125.-up) 
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PERHAPS  FINEST  KNOWN 

10  1785.  M.  3.4— F. 2,  the  so-called  “ET  LIR”  variety  (base  of 

B  open).  R-3.  Extremely  Fine  in  sharpness — full 
drapery  lines,  all  three  grapevines  on  shield  sharp,  all 
latitude  and  longitude  lines  on  globe,  etc.  Iridescent, 
lustrous  light  olive  with  darker  mottlings;  some  granu¬ 
larity,  and  with  the  usual  planchet  defects,  the  most 
prominent  being  a  long  straight  lamination  at  AUCT 
and  a  chip  at  end  of  cuirass.  Finest  we  have  seen,  far 
exceeding  the  Miller  Plate,  Hoch  Plate,  Appleton-MHS 
1970,  lot  118  (“VF”),  Bryant  (Stack’s.  Feb.  1973).  New 
Netherlands  60th,  "Promised  Land”  May  1974,  Merkin 
Oct.  1973  or  Vlack  Plate  examples,  or  any  others  so 
far  heard  of.  Ex.  1956  N.  Y.  Metropolitan  Auction, 
T.  L.  Craige.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

11*  1785.  M.  3.5-B.  R-2.  Fringes  from  both  ribbon  ends;  D 

double  punched,  B  lacks  its  left  base.  Most  details  Fine, 
some  of  full  VF  sharpness  especially  at  lower  left  ob¬ 
verse.  Chocolate  brown  surfaces  suggesting  a  grade 
nearer  to  VF;  weakly  struck  at  border  above  head  and 
below  date  as  always;  edge  planchet  defect  below 
curiass  extending  to  Liberty  cap.  Notably  sharper  than 
the  Hoch  Plate  coin  or  the  “VF”  but  weak  Appleton- 
MHS  coin,  Lot  119;  no  auction  record  of  one  notably 
finer,  though  in  Good  or  VG  the  variety  is  common 
enough.  (Photo)  ($75-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


THE  FAMOUS  1785  AFRICAN  HEAD 

12  1785.  M.  4.1-F.4.  R-l.  Better  than  Ex.  Fine  in  sharpness, 

charcoal-brown  with  flecks  of  brick  red  patina;  excep¬ 
tionally  bold  impression,  showing  such  unsuspected  de¬ 
tails  as  the  multiple  veins  on  leaves,  stippling  on  ribbon 
ends  and  cuirass,  all  41  grapes  on  the  three  grapevines 
on  shield,  etc.  A  most  extraordinary  example,  the  sharp¬ 
est  we  have  seen.  Far  surpasses  the  Taxay  Plate  coin, 
or  lot  165  of  the  Merkin  sale,  or  those  in  the  Bowers 
April  1972  list,  or  the  Vlack  Plate  coin,  or  the  Hoch 
plate  coin,  or  the  “Promised  Lands”  coin  (VF  at  $310): 
notably  surpasses  the  Appleton-Mass.  Historical  Society 
specimen,  lot  37  of  Stack’s  March  1973  sale,  at  a  then 
reasonable  $480.  A  truly  superlative  specimen  of  this 
popular  type  coin.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

13*  1785.  M.  4.3-A.2.  R-3.  The  familiar  variety  with  rim 

breaks  above  Liberty  head  and  touching  shoulder  cor¬ 
ner;  D  repunched,  lower  colon  dot  serves  as  a  leaf. 
Some  details  Fine,  some  a  little  short  of  that  grade; 
almost  though  not  completely  free  of  defects,  unusually 
clean.  Superior  to  the  Hoch  Plate  coin,  about  equal  to 
the  Miller  Plate  coin  or  the  “EF"  Appleton-MHS  ex¬ 
ample  in  sharpness.  (Photo)  ($75-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

14  1785.  M.  4. 3-D.  R-4.  Obv.  as  last  but  in  a  much  later 

state,  severe  failures  weakening  much  of  head  and 
neck.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  piece  has  some  details 
suggesting  a  grade  of  Fine  or  better,  others  weaker,  the 
weaknesses  as  on  the  Hoch  Plate  coin  and  therefore 
evidently  as  made,  relating  to  the  severe  die  failures. 
The  clean  light  brown  surfaces  suggest  a  grade  above 
Fine,  despite  the  usual  planchet  defects,  most  promi¬ 
nent  on  reverse.  This  may  be  rarer  than  we  have  listed 
it;  none  was  in  the  Aug.  1972  Bowers  list,  the  Apple¬ 
ton-MHS  coin  was  only  Good  to  VG,  and  that  in  New 
Netherlands  60th  sale  was  no  finer  than  the  present 
one  if  even  its  equal.  Probably  well  up  in  the  Condition 
Census.  (Photo)  ($75.-up) 


SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN 

15  1785.  M.  4.4-C.  R-5.  Small  wart  for  chin,  but  lower  colon 

dot  markedly  overlaps  hair;  fringed  ribbon  ends;  severe 
rust  around  LIB  and  shield.  More  or  less  Ex.  Fine, 
somewhat  iridescent,  light  olive,  excellent  sharp  strike, 
almost  but  not  quite  free  of  planchet  defects  aside  from 
totally  trivial  flan  crack  on  head.  Unusually  clean  sur¬ 
faces.  Second  finest  known  to  us,  finest  being  the 
solitary  Unc.  in  the  Merkin  Sept.  1974  Sale  at  $1,400 
(to  a  dealer);  far  superior  to  the  Hoch  Plate  coin,  or 
the  "AU”  in  Bower’s  April  1972  list,  or  the  Dr.  Hall 
— Brand  coin  in  New  Netherlands  60th  Sale,  or  that  in 
the  Merkin  Oct.  1973  auction;  Appleton’s  was  only 
Good.  Ex.  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

16  1785.  M.  4.4-D.  R-6.  Same  obv.,  much  later  state;  rev. 

later  used  with  all  the  Mailed  Bust  Left  obverses. 
Almost  impossible  to  grade,  this  has  some  details  of 
VF  or  better  sharpness,  others  very'  weak  from  die 
failure  and/or  inadequacy  of  striking  force  from  the 
press — R1  and  IND  not  visible.  Surfaces  suggest  a 
grade  of  at  least  VF  despite  a  few  scattered  flan  de¬ 
fects;  light  reddish  brown.  Very  rare,  no  auction  record 
in  many  years,  none  in  the  Bowers  lists  in  any  grade; 
even  ANS’s  is  wretchedly  weak.  Obverse  die  failure  is 
thought  to  account  for  prompt  discard  and  consequent 
rarity  of  this  variety.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

FINEST  KNOWN 

17  1785.  M.  5-F.5.  R-5.  Beginning  of  what  is  later  a  vertical 

column  of  die  defects  between  chin  and  mail;  lower  dot 
more  than  half  overlapping  hair;  triple-cut  1  in  date, 
no  feet — only  stumps  below  drapery.  The  variety  for¬ 
merly  called  “M5.2-F.5”.  Better  than  Extremely  Fine, 
actually  nearer  to  AU;  rosy  lustrous  light  olive  mostly 
representing  mint  surface,  faded  mint  red  around  letters. 
The  few  planchet  defects  are  mostly  at  rims  and  are 
completely  trivial.  An  incredible  coin,  by  far  the  finest 
known;  the  Miller,  ANS,  Hoch  Plate,  Appleton-MHS 
(1970),  Vlack  Plate,  New  Netherlands  51st,  and  Merkin 
coins  are  not  even  close.  Apparently  T.  L.  Craige 
collection,  via  Bowers,  April  1972,  originally  from  the 
Stepney  Hoard  when  the  absolute  cream  was  first  sold 
before  the  1951  inventory  was  made.  Overall  one  of  the 
finest  1785  Connecticuts  known  to  us  from  any  dies; 
worth  the  attention  of  the  most  fastidious  perfectionist. 

(Photo)  ($425.-up) 

18  1785.  M.  6-1-A.l.  R-4.  Round  head  similar  to  obv.  2,  but 

R  touches  hair  I  and  colon  overlap  it;  the  only  die  of 
this  type  (I  overlapping  hair)  with  very  fine  radial  lines 
for  border,  all  others  having  coarse  serrations  and  much 
larger,  taller  heads.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has  some 
details  of  VF  sharpness,  others  more  like  Fine.  The 
local  weaknesses  are  exactly  as  in  the  Hoch  Plate  coin, 
therefore  as  made;  grapevines  cannot  be  made  out  but 
we  have  none  showing  them.  Interestingly  mottled  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  local  dark  areas,  unusually  clean,  free 
of  defects  except  above  Liberty  head.  Slightly  bolder 
than  the  Hoch  Plate  coin,  though  exceeded  by  the 
Miller  Plate  coin  and  possibly  also  by  the  “VF+” 
piece  in  the  Bowers  lists;  no  auction  records  in  some 
years.  Possibly  rarer  than  R-4.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

19  1785.  M.  6.2-F.l.  R-4.  Tall  head,  I  overlapping  hair  (as 

on  following  dies),  coarse  serrations,  a  column  of  die 
defects  joining  profile  and  end  of  cuirass;  dash  to  right 
from  top  of  8.  Better  than  Very  Fine,  bold  impression, 
olive-green  and  brown  patination,  free  of  planchet  de¬ 
fects,  free  of  any  signs  of  handling  (aside  from  traces 
of  honest  wear)  except  for  a  small  old  scratch  which 
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does  not  affect  the  color.  One  of  the  finest  known, 
superior  to  the  Taxay  Plate,  Hoch  Plate,  and  Miller 
Plate  coin  in  sharpness;  far  finer  than  the  Bryant  or 
New  Netherlands  60th  Sale  coins;  Dr.  Ruby’s  was  only 

VG.  Incredibly,  this  wholly  outclasses  in  sharpness  of 
detail  the  “uncirculated”  Appleton-MHS,  (1973)  piece 
at  $210.00.  No  auction  records  for  an  equal  example. 

(Photo)  ($175.-up) 

PERHAPS  THE  FINEST  KNOWN 

20  1785.  M.  6.3-G.l.  R-3.  Hair  similar  to  that  on  the  “Afri¬ 

can”  head,  like  obv.  6.5  below;  long  square-ended  rib¬ 
bons.  Large  Liberty  cap  (the  other  die  with  this  obv., 
G.  2  has  small  cap).  Extremely  Fine,  lustrous  light 
brown  with  reddish  mottlings,  sharply  struck  except  in 
centers;  die  giving  way  between  N  and  knee,  between 
E  and  hand,  with  an  early  state  of  the  break  at  E, 
accounting  for  most  of  the  local  weaknesses.  Excep¬ 
tionally  clean;  excellent  surfaces,  free  of  notable  defect 
though  somewhat  granular  in  centers  as  made.  Many 
grades  finer  than  the  Hoch  Plate  coin,  sharper  than  the 
Miller  Plate  coin,  that  in  Lester  Merkin’s  1973  Sale, 
that  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list,  or  the  Appleton- 
MHS  specimen.  We  do  not  positively  know  of  a  finer 
example.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

21  1785.  M.  6.3-G.2.  R-4.  Similar  —  even  to  the  die  failure 

from  E  to  hand  —  but  smaller  Liberty  cap.  Very  Fine, 
though  the  grapevines  on  shield  are  weak;  otherwise 
boldly  struck  on  a  planchet  almost  free  of  defects  and 
with  far  less  granularity  than  usual.  Pleasing  even 
natural  light  brown.  Few  tiny  edge  nicks.  Considerably 
finer  than  the  Hoch  Plate  coin  or  than  Lot  132  of  Mer- 
kin  Oct.  1973  sale  at  $300.  (to  a  dealer),  several  grades 
better  overall  than  Ruby  Lot  52.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

22  1785.  M.  6.4-F.5.  R-6,  high  possibly  R-7.  Left  foot  of  I 

missing;  T  too  high.  Domed  treatment  of  the  hair  later- 
copied  on  both  the  NOVA  EBORAC  coppers  and  many 
of  Atlee’s  imitation  halfpence.  Reverse  die  almost  wom 
out.  Very  Good,  some  details  stronger,  others  more  like 
Good;  obverse  stronger  than  reverse  as  always,  but 
everything  readable  except  colon  after  E  and  grape¬ 
vines.  A  grossly  undervalued  variety;  no  auction  records 
in  any  grade,  none  in  the  Bowers  lists,  no  other  seen  in 
some  years  outside  ANS,  which  has  one  in  much  worn 
state.  Not  in  Dr.  Hall,  or  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo) 

($175.-up) 

23 "  1785.  M.  6.4-1.  R-4.  Same  obv.,  small  lump  below  four- 

dot,  ornament,  lower  dot  of  colon  serves  as  a  leaf, 
break  above  Liberty  head.  Many  details  of  full  VF 
sharpness,  others  more  like  Fine;  late  state  of  reverse 
die,  buckled  in  center  and  cracked  through  many  letters, 
accounting  for  weakness  compared  with  obverse.  Ex¬ 
cellent  surfaces  suggesting  better  than  VF,  mottled  to 
several  shades  of  brown;  a  little  granular  in  central 
rev.,  but  without  significant  defect.  Finer  than  Ruby 
57  or  lot  133  of  the  Merkin  sale;  apparently  tied  with 
the  Hoch  Plate  and  Miller  Plate  coins.  (Photo)  ($80-up) 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

24  1785.  M.  6.4-K.  R-6,  though  not  quite  in  a  class  with  6.4- 

F.5  above.  Same  obv.,  rev.  very  similar  but  without 
lump  under  4-dot  ornament;  I  almost  touches  drapery; 
T  of  ET  LIB  first  punched  low,  then  corrected.  Prob¬ 
ably  should  be  called  Fine,  as  some  details  are  of  at 
least  this  grade  while  others  are  weaker,  the  weaknesses 
being  identical  to  those  on  the  Hoch  and  Miller  Plate 
coins.  Dark  green  patina  with  other  mottlings,  no  de¬ 
fects;  everything  plain  except  drapery  details  (though 
more  of  these  show  than  on  the  above  mentioned  plate 


coins)  and  grapevines.  No  better  one  auctioned  in 
decades.  Finer  than  lot  326,  New  Netherlands  60th 
sale;  no  other  auctioned  in  any  grade  in  recent  years. 

(Photo)  ($225.-up) 

25  1785.  M.  6.5-M.  High  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Readily  identi¬ 

fied  by  heavy  rim  break  touching  tops  of  NNE;  quatre- 
foil  at  end  of  rev.  legend,  all  letters  tall  and  narrow. 
Letters,  upper  half  of  Ms.  Liberty,  and  cuirass  suggest 
a  grade  of  Fine  or  better,  other  details  weak  as  always 
suggesting  VG;  medium  to  dark  steel,  brown  and  green 
patina,  planchet  unusually  free  of  defects;  small  old 
scratch  at  first  N  not  affecting  color.  Very  rare,  no 
auction  record  in  any  grade,  none  in  the  Bowers  list; 
obviously  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  condition. 

(Photo)  ($175.-up) 

MAILED  BUST  LEFT  DESIGN 
(TYPE  OF  1786) 

Posibly  Finest  Known 

26  1785.  M.  7.1-D.  High  R-6,  almost  R-7.  No  colons  in  obv. 

die  buckling  in  center  as  almost  always.  Difficult  to 
grade,  this  has  lettering  and  surfaces  suggesting  a  grade 
of  Fine  or  better,  but  details  of  head  and  bust  are  weak 
from  the  massive  die  failure  (the  whole  coin  is  convex, 
central  area  well  above  the  lettering),  insufficient  metal 
being  left  to  bring  up  the  reverse  design,  which  is 
further  weakened  by  severe  clashmarks.  Color  varies 
from  medium  steel  to  dark  brown,  with  some  high¬ 
lighting  on  devices,  and  a  few  small  spots  of  rough 
green  patina.  Small  pit-like  planchet  defect  at  Liberty 
cap,  another  at  shoulder,  just  opposite.  Very  rarely- 
offered  in  any  condition,  and  apparently  unknown  in 
VF.  Finer  than  the  ANS  coin,  or  the  Breen  example 
offered  as  lot  66,  New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  or  the 
Hoch  Plate  coin  (the  latter  is  minutely  bolder  but  has 
edge  dents),  or  the  scratched-up  “VF"  in  the  Bowers 
April  1972  list,  and  probably  tied  with  the  Miller  Plate 
coin.  If  not  finest  known,  this  is  surely  one  of  at  most 
three  top  ones.  That  in  Lester  Merkin's  Oct.  1973  sale, 
graded  only  Good,  brought  $100.  This  may  be  the 
piece  from  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972  list,  represented  as 
VF  for  the  coin.  Grade  it  as  you  will,  it  is  of  excep¬ 
tional  quality  for  this  very  rare  ephemeral  type.  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

TWO  EXAMPLES  OF  THE 
RARE  1785-M.  7.2-D 

27  1785.  M.  7.2-D.  R-7.  Similar,  but  with  sliver  out  of  die 

through  ribbon  ends.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  is  weakly 
struck  but  shows  not  much  wear;  most  details  of  hair 
and  wreath  are  discernible,  as  are  part  of  drapery  and 
cuirass.  Struck  on  a  thin  planchet  without  defects  aside 
from  one  small  one  on  edge  below  5;  old  shallow 
scratches  on  shield,  not  affecting  color.  The  objective 
grade,  iii  terms  of  the  wear  this  coin  has  received, 
would  have  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fine;  dark 
olive  and  steel  with  lighter  mottlings.  So  far  as  we 
know  this  is  the  first  time  the  variety  has  appeared  at 
auction,  the  first  time  illustrated.  There  are  possibly 
nine  specimens  known,  all  in  low  grades,  none  much 
bolder  than  the  present  coin.  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

28  1785.  Another  M.  7.2-D.  Later  state  with  the  break  very 

heavy,  far  more  so  than  on  either  of  its  1786  mulings 
(see  below,  1786  4.2-R,  4.2-S).  Some  details  better  than 
Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck;  dark  green  patina  de¬ 
vices  highlighted,  everything  legible  except  for  UCTO 
and  INDE,  suggesting  that  the  dies  were  not  quite  in 
parallel  planes  in  the  press.  The  few  planchet  defects 
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are  insignificant,  and  there  are  no  nicks  or  dents  worth 
mention.  Far  above  average  for  this  great  rarity.  From 
T.  L.  Craige,  Kessler  collections.  ($500.-up) 


FINEST  KNOWN 

EXCEEDINGLY  HARE  1785  M.  8-D 


29  1785.  M.  8-D.  R-7.  Similar,  but  colons  after  AUCTOR1: 

CONNEC:  as  on  most  dies  of  1786  type  5;  not  the 
same  die  as  any  of  these,  as  the  flaw  before  face  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  expanded  rapidly  and  forced  its  imme¬ 
diate  discard.  Where  struck  up  at  all,  this  piece  is  Fine 
or  better;  smooth  light  olive  and  tan,  interestingly 
mottled,  with  one  small  planchet  defect  at  eye,  a 
smaller  one  above  8,  but  no  blemishes  aside  from 
honest  wear  and  not  a  great  deal  of  that.  Extremely 
rare;  only  one  known  in  Crosby’s  day  (1873-75),  at 
most  eight  traceable  today,  though  one  or  two  others 
are  rumored,  all  in  low  grades,  the  present  coin  being 
finest.  In  approximate  order  of  fineness,  they  are: 

1.  The  present  example,  pedigree  uncertain,  possibly 
Craige  coll. 

2.  New  Netherlands  51st  Sale,  lot  67,  “not  quite 
Fine,”  heavy  black  patina,  ex.  Breen. 

3.  Miller  plate  coin. 

4.  Floch  Plate  coin. 

5.  Stack’s  sale,  March  1973,  lot  40,  among  coins  from 
Mass.  Plistorical  Society,  only  Good. 

6.  ANS  Museum  ex  Canfield  bequest. 

7.  Bowers  list,  Aug.  1972,  at  $495. 

8.  Stack’s  sale,  Oct.  1970,  ex.  Mass.  Historical  Society, 
ex.  Appleton  "Fair  to  good.” 

(Photo)  ($700.-up) 

1786 

RAHWAY,  N.  J.  MINT 


This  was  the  legal  mint  established  for  coining  "Horse  Head” 
coppers  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  from  November  1786  through 
June  1788.  It  was  a  grist  mill  and  sawmill  owned  by  Assembly- 
man  Daniel  Marsh,  on  King’s  Highway  at  the  Rahway  River, 
then  part  of  Elizabethtown;  the  exact  location  is  at  St.  George’s 
Ave.  and  School  Street,  Rahway,  recently  occupied  by  Koos  Bros. 
Department  Store,  and  the  site  is  marked  by  a  plaque  erected  on 
April  20,  1954,  reading  First  Mint  Site;  a  new  marker  reads 
Rahway  Mint.  The  legal  coiners,  Alboin  Cox  (later  Assayer  of 
the  U.  S.  Mint)  and  Thomas  Goadsby,  under  their  sponsor  and 
bondsman  Matthias  Ogden,  began  coinage  late  in  November 
1786,  using  first  Benjamin  Dudley  and  later  James  F.  Atlee  as 
diecutters.  They  had  to  pay  10%  of  their  output  directly  into  the 
state  treasury,  or  the  equivalent  in  “lawful  money”  which  effec¬ 
tively  meant  New  Jersey  paper  money.  Finding  themselves  in 
financial  trouble  from  the  start,  they  resorted  the  dodge  of  making 
Connecticut  coppers,  imitating  the  1785  bust  right  type  then 
common,  and  sending  people  to  buy  supplies  in  Connecticut  and 
New  York  with  quantities  of  these  coins,  if  possible  moving  bags 
of  them  for  Spanish  or  Mexican  silver.  The  bust  right  coins  of 
1786,  punched-Iinked  with  the  New  Jersey  cents  from  this  mint 
and  with  other  early  James  F.  Atlee  dies,  are  correctly  attributed 
to  this  mint.  There  was  no  law  against  the  practice,  and  the  Rah¬ 
way  coiners  did  not  have  to  pay  any  tithe  to  either  New  Jersey  or 
Connecticut  on  these  coins.  This  enterprise  ended  about  June  1, 
1787  when  Atlee  left  for  Machin’s  Mill,  and  Albion  Cox  was 
arrested  and  put  into  debtor’s  prison  on  suit  of  his  ex-partner 
Thomas  Goadsby  and  Samuel  Atlee,  the  latter  one  of  the  Machin’s 
Mills  partners,  apparently  for  nonpayment  of  James  Atlee  for 
dies.  Goadsby  then  took  over  the  Rahway  mint  equipment;  Mat¬ 
thias  Ogden  bailed  Cox  out  but  was  unable  to  keep  him  out  of 
debtor’s  prison,  especially  after  Benjamin  Dudley  sued  him  for 
back  wages.  Ogden  obtained  a  court  order  forcing  Goadsby  to 
return  the  mint  equipment  after  which  he,  Ogden,  ran  the  mint 


by  himself  in  Elizabethtown  until  well  into  1789;  in  the  meantime 
Albion  Cox  had  managed  to  get  onto  a  boat  bound  for  England, 
being  persuaded  with  difficulty  to  return  in  1792  as  Assayer  of 
the  Mint. 

We  may  assume  that  the  Connecticut  coins  of  1786  with 
mailed  bust  right,  made  in  Rahway,  N.  J.,  between  January  and 
May  1786,  were  the  coins  alluded  to  in  the  bill  May  1786  quoted 
by  Crosby,  p.  220,  as  “base  and  Counterfeit  Copper  Coin  . 
already  imported  and  circulating  in  this  State”.  This  bill  proposed 
to  levy  a  fine  of  £10  Lawful  Money  per  offense  on  anyone  im¬ 
porting  more  than  50  copper  coins  of  any  kind  other  than  genuine 
Connecticut  coppers  or  any  other  legal  state  coppers  or  any  later 
coins  to  be  issued  by  the  Confederation;  it  was  passed  by  the 
lower  house  of  the  Connecticut  Assembly,  but  failed  to  pass  the 
state  senate. 

To  have  reached  official  attention  of  this  kind,  the  quantity 
must  have  been  considerable,  probably  a  few  tens  of  thousands 
to  judge  from  the  number  of  dies  (4  obvs.,  5  revs.).  They  are 
presumably  the  reason  for  all  later  legal  Connecticuts  having  bust 
to  left.  Only  one  of  these  is  readily  obtainable  (M.  2.1-A). 

VVe  are  proud  to  offer  six  varieties  here,  in  as  fine  condition 
as  can  be  found  anywhere. 

MAILED  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 
FINEST  COLLECTIBLE  MILLER  1-A 

30  1786.  M.  1-A.  R-6.  Large  bust,  no  obv.  punctuation.  Rev. 

ETL1B  1NDE.  Late  state,  advanced  "double  chin” 
break.  Better  than  Extremely  Fine,  nearly  full  mint 
sharpness  where  struck  up,  centers  weaker  as  always, 
revealing  original  planchet  granularity  as  made;  never¬ 
theless,  two  of  the  original  three  grapevines  on  shield 
are  visible.  Faded  mint  red  and  bluish  light  olive  ming¬ 
ling  with  red  patina;  flashes  of  mint  color  around  let¬ 
ters.  An  incredible  coin,  finest  in  collectors’  hands.  The 
only  two  which  might  give  it  competition  are  the 
slightly  finer  one  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and 
the  unseen  Miller  Plate  coin,  which  is  a  little  better 
impressed  on  wreath  but  which  may  not  show  mint 
surface  (the  plate  does  not  permit  a  definite  conclu¬ 
sion).  Far  finer  than  the  ANS  or  Vlack  Plate  or  Taxay 
Plate  coins;  the  only  other  fine  ones  for  which  auction 
records  are  located  are  Stickney  171  (1907)  and  Groves 
350  (Nov.  12,  1974),  which  were  not  in  a  class  with 
this  piece.  The  Bowers  April  1972  list  included  a  “Fine” 
specimen.  The  others  seen  to  date  are  mostly  in  Fair 
to  VG.  Extremely  important  and  very  rare  type  coin, 
the  head  wholly  different  in  style  from  those  to  follow, 
deliberately  imitating  the  Buel  1785  bust  right  coins 
then  common  in  circulation.  Probably  one  of  the  coins 
early  dispersed  from  the  Stepney  Hoard  before  its  1951 
inventory  was  made  up.  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

31  1786.  M.  2.-1-A.  R-3.  Smaller  round  head,  AUCTOR1  ' 

•  CONNEC  Rev.  As  preceding;  dies  aligned  bookwise, 
180°  from  normal.  Better  than  Very  Fine,  light  tan 
with  darker  motllings;  comparatively  bold  strike  except 
in  very  centers.  All  three  grapevines  show,  managing 
to  look  like  $  marks,  but  1  of  date  is  very  weak.  Minor 
obv.  edge  nick,  no  other  defect  worth  mention.  When 
a  1786  mailed  bust  right  coin  is  offered,  this  is  almost 
always  the  variety;  but  most  survivors  are  in  Fair  to 
VG.  Apparently  high  in  the  Condition  Census;  finer 
than  the  Miller  Plate  coin,  or  the  Boyd  piece  in  New 
Netherlands  60th  sale  (originally  from  that  firm’s  51st 
sale),  and  considerably  superior  to  the  Richardson- 
Bryant  piece  in  Stack’s  Feb.  1973  sale,  also  called  VF. 
Totally  outclasses  the  Appleton-MHS  (1970)  coin. 
“VF”  pictured  in  the  Red  Book.  (Photo)  ($150.-200.) 

These  were  made  by  the  New  Jersey  coiners  as  a  profitable 
sideline,  on  which  they  would  not  have  to  pay  tithes  to  either  New 
Jersey  or  Connecticut,  but  evidently  the  dies  did  not  last  long. 
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Extremely  Rare  1786  M.  2.1-D.3 

32  1786.  M.  2.1-D.3.  Borderline  R-8.  Same  obv.  Rev.  Very 

tall  seated  figure,  INDE.  ET  LIB.  very  widely  spaced, 
branch  hand  opposite  N.  Sharpness  more  or  less  Fine 
but  very  rough  with  extensive  light  pitting.  One  of  the 
rarest  of  all  Mailed  Bust  Right  coins.  Besides  the 
present  example,  we  know  only  the  Miller  Plate  coin 
(unlocated,  possibly  Boyd  estate?),  which  is  much 
worn,  and  one  in  ANS,  a  fourth  being  reported.  No 
auction  records  in  any  grade.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 


FINEST  KNOWN 

33  1786.  M.  2.2-D.2.  High  R-7,  nearly  R-8.  Broad  should¬ 

ered  head.  Rev.  Similar  but  shorter  figure  of  Ms.  Lib¬ 
erty  leaning  forward;  large  hands,  B  double  punched, 
legend  closer  spaced.  Close  to  Fine,  very  dark,  with 
few  faint  old  scratches  not  affecting  the  color.  Some 
hair,  cuirass  and  drapery  details  visible,  as  are  all  letters 
and  full  date,  (Miller  says  this  “usually  comes  on  small 
planchets,  no  showing  date”).  Tops  of  IND  off  flan, 
remainder  of  letters  complete.  Finest  known,  finer  by 
far  than  the  Miller  Plate  coin.  Besides  the  present  ex¬ 
ample  and  the  Miller  Plate  coin  and  the  Miller-Bryant- 
Kessler  coin,  we  know  two  in  ANS  and  have  heard  of 
one  other.  Another  type  coin,  as  the  broad  shouldered 
head  is  not  encountered  elsewhere.  (Photo)  ($350.-500.) 

PEDIGREED  M.  2.2-D.2 

34  1786.  Another  M.  2.2-D2,  this  on  the  usual  small  thin 

planchet.  Good  to  Very  Good,  tops  of  IB,  upper  halves 
of  NEC,  most  of  CON  and  all  of  date  off  flan;  devices 
practically  completely  on  flan.  Rather  dark  steel  fields, 
devices  highlighted,  minutely  granular  but  free  of 
noticeable  nicks,  dents,  or  scratches.  Attribution  and  M 
in  obv.  fields.  Superior  to  the  piece  pictured  in  the 
Miller  book.  The  only  time  in  the  history  of  numis¬ 
matics  that  two  specimens  of  this  legendary  rarity  have 
been  offered  at  the  same  time.  The  pedigree  makes  this 
coin  at  least  equally  desirable  with  preceding  lot:  Ex 
Henry  Clay  Miller,  Norman  Bryant,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Alan  Kessler  collections.  ($200.-up) 

POSSIBLY  TIED  FOR  FINEST  KNOWN 

35  1786.  M.  3.-D.1.  High  R-6.  Very  large  head  (copied  by 

the  designer  of  the  “Baby  Head”  Vermont  copper), 
colons  in  legend.  Rev.  Tall  seated  figure,  like  D.3  above 
but  branch  hand  opposite  D,  and  ET  LIB,  as  two  words, 
not  one.  More  or  less  Fine,  medium  steel  and  reddish 
brown,  devices  highlighted,  attribution  on  head;  two 
mint  clips,  lower  and  upper  left  obv.,  as  made.  Slightly 
finer  than  the  Miller,  Crosby,  Vlack,  or  Taxay  Plate 
coins;  considerably  superior  to  lot  69,  New  Netherlands 
51st  sale.  The  only  other  one  we  have  seen  which  could 
compete  with  this  in  quality  was  in  the  Stepney  Hoard. 
Therefore,  Condition  Census  level,  possibly  one  of  two 
finest  known.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

ONE  OF  3  KNOWN 

36  1786.  M.  3.-D.4.  Almost  R-8.  Similar  but  B.  close  to  base 

line.  Devices  suggest  a  grade  of  Good,  but  weakly  struck 
so  that  AUCTORI  and  INDE  cannot  be  read;  786 
show,  but  the  1  and  end  of  Ms.  Liberty’s  foot  are 
covered  by  an  unpublished,  unique,  immense  rim  break 
(commonly  called  a  cud”)  which  doubtless  accounts 
for  the  immediate  discard  and  extreme  rarity  of  this 


die.  Rough  dark  green  and  steel;  small  mint  clip  above 
head.  Besides  the  present  coin  we  know  only  the  Miller 
Plate  example,  which  is  also  very  worn,  and  the  similar 
ANS  piece;  one  other  is  rumored.  No  auction  record  in 
any  grade.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

“COMPANY  FOR  COINING  COPPERS” 

MAILED  BUST  LEFT  DESIGN 

Dies  from  complete  hubs  (legends  and  dates  included  by  Abel 
Buel,  hand  finished  by  workman,  who  added  the  colons  and  orna¬ 
ments.  (The  first  two  obverses  here  offered  have  no  colons.)  Some 
dies  have  heavy  serrated  borders  added  in  an  attempt  to  strengthen 
the  weak  fine  details  in  the  hub.  The  whole  subject  was  lucidly 
treated  by  James  C.  Spilman  in  Colonial  Newsletter,  no.  39,  Feb. 
1974,  pp.  423-434. 

37*  1786.  M.  4.1-G.  R-2.  No  obv.  colons;  coarse  serrations 

touch  many  letters  on  both  sides.  Excellent  light  tan 
surfaces  with  remnants  of  faded  mint  lustre  around 
letters,  suggesting  EF  or  better;  usual  uneven  strike, 
some  details  suggesting  EF,  others  VF.  Advanced  die 
failures  in  r.  rev.  field,  unknown  to  Miller.  Obv.  rev. 
rim  abrasion,  trivial  obv.  planchet  lamination  defects, 
as  made.  Finer  than  lot  325,  New  Netherlands  60th 
sale,  or  the  Dr.  Hall  coin  in  their  51st  sale;  sharper 
than  the  “AU”  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list;  better 
than  any  other  auctioned  in  recent  years.  Apparently 
one  of  several  from  the  Stepney  Hoard;  just  makes  the 
Condition  Census.  (Photo)  ($100.-140.) 

*  Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

38  1786.  M.  4.2-R.  R-7.  Similar  obv.  but  fine  dentilation, 

sliver  at  ribbons — same  as  1785  obv.  7.2.  Difficult  to 
grade,  this  has  some  letters  and  drapery  details  suggest¬ 
ing  Fine,  others  more  like  VG,  surfaces  Fine.  Every¬ 
thing  shows,  even  a  few  traces  of  latitude  and  longi¬ 
tude  lines  on  globe,  except  the  7-dot  ornament  left  of 
head,  apparently  from  die  failure.  There  are  probably 
six  of  these  around,  including  the  Miller,  ANS,  and 
Dr.  Hall  coins  plus  this  one.  (Photo)  ($225.-300.) 

UNLISTED  MULING 

39  1786.  M.  4.2-S.  R-8.  Same  obv.,  rev.  of  5  ,14-S  with  the 

sword  hilt  and  guard  below  Ms.  Liberty’s  elbow.  Many 
details  VG  or  better,  others  weaker  (AU  DE  and  6 
cannot  be  read);  clean  surfaces  suggesting  VG  or  better, 
fewer  defects  than  usual,  the  all-important  sword  hilt 
clear.  Apparently  the  coin  discovered  some  years  ago 
hy  Norman  Bryant.  One  other  known-Bamsley  collec¬ 
tion  (Colonial  Newsletter,  3/64,  p.  28).  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN 

40  1786.  M.  5.1-H.l.  High  R-6.  Colons  in  legend  (standard 

from  now  on  with  this  design);  heavy,  coarse,  serrated 
border  as  on  obv.  5.4  and  no  other  die  with  colons, 
thin  irregular  letters.  Extremely  Fine,  usual  uneven 
strike,  usual  defective  flan,  natural  light  olive  and  tan 
with  faint  traces  of  mint  lustre  around  letters,  espe¬ 
cially  on  reverse.  Second  finest  known,  second  only  to 
the  fantastic  Brand  coin  in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale, 
which  was  struck  similarly  on  the  same  kind  of  plan¬ 
chet.  That  in  the  Bowers  1972  lists  was  called  “F-VF, 
nicest  we’ve  had”.  Auction  records  are  almost  nil;  Nor¬ 
man  Bryant  estate  (lot  9)  contained  a  Fair  example, 
and  no  other  recent  offerings  have  come  to  our  atten¬ 
tion.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 
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41  1786.  M.  5.2-H.l.  R-6.  Obv.  Good,  weak  struck;  rev.  Fine, 

weakly  struck,  though  most  details  of  drapery  are  clear 
as  are  longitude  and  latitude  lines  on  globe.  Rather 
dark  brown,  devices  highlighted.  Apparently  from  the 
Bowers  1972  lists  at  well  into  three  figures.  (Photo) 

.  .  ($175.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

42  1786.  M.  5.2-1.  R-3.  Second  obv.  colon  slopes  to  left. 

Letters  and  some  device  details  suggest  VF,  some  other 
details  not  so  well  up;  cleaned  long  ago,  retoning,  re¬ 
taining  most  of  the  dark  patina  in  the  fields.  Possibly 
the  “VF”  from  the  Bowers  1972  list.  Very  far  above 
average  condition.  A  slightly  sharper  one  was  offered 
by  Bowers  in  Sept.  1974  at  $495.  The  Vlack  coin  is 
not  in  the  same  class.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

43  1786.  M.  5.2-L,  called  “5.12-L”  by  Miller.  R-7.  Same 

obv.,  now  buckled  at  AUC  and  with  diffuse  rust  marks 
Rev.  No  lines  on  globe.  Extremely  Fine,  light  brown 
partly  faded  from  mint  color,  traces  of  lustre  around 
letters,  fewer  planchet  defects  than  usual,  one  at  edge 
affecting  Ms.  Liberty's  foot  being  the  only  one  re¬ 
quiring  mention;  devices  not  too  boldly  struck  but 
clear.  No  auction  records  in  any  grade;  none  in  ANS 
in  any  condition.  First  seen  in  many  years.  Ex  Bowers 
1972  lists  at  $495;  earlier,  ex  T.  L.  Craige,  originally 
from  the  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($600.-up) 

44  1786.  M.  5.2-0. 2.  R-6.  Same  obv.,  the  bulge  not  as  ad¬ 

vanced.  This  has  had  no  more  wear  than  would  be 
consistent  with  a  grade  of  nearly  VF,  but  it  is  very 
weakly  struck  on  a  lightly  cracked  planchet;  first  N  and 
IB  very  weak.  Old  pin  scratches  on  rev.  (Photo) 

($450.-up) 

Note:  The  coins  with  obv.  5.3  are  placed  by  themselves  after 
the  others  of  this  design,  as  on  important  modified  type— the 
“He-cules  Heads”. 

45  1786.  M.  5.4-G.  R-2.  Coarse  serrations,  normal  letters 

and  mail.  Between  VF  and  EF  in  sharpness,  pale  steel 
color,  surfaces  consistent  with  VF  plus  grade;  unusually 
even  strike  for  this  design,  overall  more  detail  showing 
than  on  coins  of  other  varieties  of  this  type  graded 
higher  than  EF.  One  of  the  best  around;  in  a  class  with 
lot  138  of  the  Merkin  sale,  called  EF,  at  $210  to 
E.L.W.,  a  figure  which  would  be  very  low  today  be¬ 
cause  of  type  collector  pressure.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

46  1786.  M.  5.4-N.  R-7.  Many  details  of  Fine  or  better 

sharpness,  others  weaker,  mostly  from  the  beginning  of 
die  failure  on  reverse.  Several  small  laminations  and 
other  planchet  defects,  none  serious;  one  small  rim 
nick.  Equal  to  coins  of  other  varieties  which  have 
readily  sold  as  VF.  Finer  than  the  ANS  or  Dr.  Hall 
coins;  one  of  about  seven  reported  to  date,  and  one  of 
the  best  of  these.  Far  finer  than  the  “VF”  in  the 
Bowers  1972  list  at  a  low  $295.  (Photo)  ($300.-450.) 

FINEST  KNOWN 

47  1786.  M.  5.4-0. 1.  R-2.  Tiny  rust  pits  between  TL  and 

drapery;  obv.  heavily  clashed  from  date  and  base  line 
of  this  reverse.  Better  than  Very  Fine,  some  details 
nearer  to  EF;  light  and  darker  brown  with  other  mot- 
tlings,  surfaces  better  than  VF;  faint  touches  of  lustre 
around  some  letters.  Finest  we  have  seen;  nothing  near 
it  has  come  up  at  auction,  that  in  the  Merkin  sale  not 
being  close,  those  in  the  Bowers  list  being  Good  and 
VG.  Pictured  in  Taxay,  Scott’s  Comprehensive  Cata¬ 
logue,  plate  14,  no.  151.  Ex.  T.  L.  Craige  coll.,  earlier 
from  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($110.-200.) 


48  1786.  M.  5.5-M.  R-3.  Obv.  with  a  cluster  of  rust  pits 

around  upper  ribbon  end;  sprig  ornament  in  rev.  leg¬ 
end,  third  parallel  of  latitude  double.  Late  state,  cracks 
from  rim  through  INDE,  obv.  giving  way  below  ORI 
Surfaces  suggest  a  grade  better  than  VF  with  traces  of 
lustre  around  some  letters,  elsewhere  tan  and  light  steel; 
sharpness  VF  in  some  details,  a  little  lower  in  others! 
evidently  as  made.  Similar  in  overall  quality  to  the 
Appleton-MHS  coin  which  went  into  three  figures; 
finer  than  that  in  Merkin's  Oct.  1973  sale.  Apparently 
from  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972  list  and  probably  from  the 
Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($125.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

49  1786.  M.  5.6-M.  High  R-6.  Similar  obv.  but  without  the 

die  failure  or  rust  pits;  four  leaves  (rather  than  three) 
on  back  or  upper  side  of  wreath;  same  rev.,  earlier 
state.  Some  details  Fine,  others  VG,  dark  and  lightly 
rough.  Very  rare,  only  one  auctioii  record — a  possibly 
slightly  sharper  example  slept  in  Merkin’s  sale.  Believed 
ex  Boweis  April  1972  list  at  well  into  three  figures. 
We  have  never  seen  a  really  sharp  example.  (Photo) 

($275.-up) 

50  1786.  M.  5.7-H.l.  High  R-5,  possibly  low  R-6.  Always 

with  some  stage  of  heavy  break  across  neck;  here,  as 
advanced  as  we  have  seen.  Obv.  Very  Fine  or  better, 
rev.  considerably  weaker  in  strike,  struck  on  a  rough 
defective  planchet;  possibly  lightly  cleaned  long  ag'o. 
Only  one  sharper  example  seen  in  years — that  in  Lester 
Merkin’s  1973  sale,  which  was  a  sleeper,  as  its  true 
degree  of  rarity  was  not  spelled  out.  (Photo)  ($250-up) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

51  1786.  M.  5. 7-0. 2.  R-6.  Slightly  less  advanced  state  of  the 

die  break,  ornamental  base  of  shield  broken  away,  B 
touches  shield.  Sharpness  of  almost  VF  obv.,  Fine  rev., 
usual  uneven  strike  on  a  planchet  so  granular  on  devices 
(as  made)  as  to  obscure  contours  of  hair  and  wreath. 
Only  one  better  one  reported,  Miller’s  “VF-EF”  in  the 
Bowers  list;  this  is  believed  to  be  the  second  one  from 
the  same  source.  No  auction  records  in  recent  years. 

(Photo)  ($225.-300.) 

Superb  M.  5.8-5-F 

52  1786.  M.  5.8-F.  R-6.  “Italic”  colons,  that  after  AUCTORI 

sloping  crazily  to  right;  cross  in  rev.  legend.  About 
Unc.  or  better,  lustrous  light  olive  with  traces  of  or¬ 
iginal  mint  red  near  wreath,  rev.  device  and  some  letters; 
usual  uneven  strike  on  a  cracked  planchet,  old  shallow 
dent  on  the  crack  near  Ms.  Liberty’s  head.  Though 
there  is  original  sharpness  on  devices,  this  coin  is  so 
unevenly  struck  that  more  than  half  of  inscriptions 
cannot  be  read — not  from  wear  but  from  never  having 
been  strongly  enough  impressed  onto  the  blank  to  be 
visible.  Finest  ever  to  come  to  auction,  and  one  of  three 
finest  known,  all  from  the  Stepney  Hoard.  Formerly 
considered  an  extreme  rarity,  but  three  in  the  hoard, 
two  more  impounded  in  ANS,  and  four  worn  ones  in 
the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  collections,  blinded  collectors  for 
some  years  to  the  actual  rarity  of  the  variety.  The  only 
two  ever  auctioned  were  both  badly  worn —  a  Brand 
coin  in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  and  the  Appleton- 
Mass.  Historical  Society  example,  lot  42.  Ex  Bowers 
list,  1972,  at  $495;  earlier,  ex  Stepney  Hoard,  probably 
via  T.  L.  Craige.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

53*  1786.  M.  5.8 — H.2.  High  R-6,  nearly  R-7.  Same  obvious 

breaks  through  shield  and  INDE.  Usual  uneven  strike, 
some  details  Fine,  others  more  like  VG,  dark,  with 
some  old  shallow  obv.  nicks.  Only  one  auction  record — 
New  Netherlands  51st,  somewhat  sharper  on  a  poor 
rough  planchet.  (Photo)  ($225.— up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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54*  1786.  M.  5.8 — 0.2.  High  R-4,  possibly  R-5.  Obv.  Fine  or 

belter,  pale  steel,  comparatively  well  struck  and  un¬ 
usually  clean  for  this  issue.  Rev.  probably  no  more 
worn  than  obv.,  but  many  details  of  devices  obscured 
by  planchet  granularity  as  made.  Finer  than  lot  54, 
Dr.  Ruby  coll.,  and  no  other  auctioned  in  some  years. 
Apparently  ex  Bowers  list,  Aug.  1972,  as  “About 
Fine.”  (Photo)  ($80.-110.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

55  1786.  M.  5.9 — B.l.  R-6.  Both  colons  lean  left.  Rev.  no 

colons,  shattered  die.  Fine  in  terms  of  wear,  weakly 
struck  on  a  planchet  with  the  usual  defects,  centers 
much  weaker  than  peripheral  details.  One  of  two  best 
seen  in  recent  years,  the  very  lightly  finer  one  being 
the  Brand — New  Netherlands  51st  Sale  coin;  no  other 
auction  record  in  decades.  (Photo)  ($150.-200.) 


Finest  Known  M.  5.9-0 

56  1786.  M.  5.9 — O.  High  R-6.  nearly  R-7.  Rev.  crude  tri¬ 

dent  (?)  or  ploughshaped  ornament  in  legend,  as  clear 
on  this  coin  as  it  ever  comes.  (Miller  said  that  “Speci¬ 
mens  found  are  too  poor  to  show  it  exactly,”  but  this 
is  better  than  his  or  the  ANS  coin.)  Some  details  ap¬ 
proach  VF  sharpness,  the  rest  will  rate  Fine;  struck  on 
a  granular  flan  with  the  usual  shallow  defects.  Unpub¬ 
lished  late  die  state  with  the  rim  break  above  LIB, 
accounting  for  the  prompt  discard  of  this  die  and  the 
rarity  of  the  variety.  Finest  known,  unapproached  in 
grade  by  any  other  seen  to  date  (we  are  not  even  sure 
that  a  full  dozen  exist.)  Privately  ex  Dr.  Hall,  Virgil 
Brand,  New  Netherlands,  H.  L.  Craige,  Bowers  1972 
list  well  into  three  figures  and  a  bargain.  No  auction 
record  in  any  grade.  (Photo)  ($300.-400.) 


Unpublished  Unique  Muling 

57  1786.  M.  5.9 — L.  R— 8.  Obv.  as  last  but  heavily  clashed 

from  rev.  L.  and  failing  at  TORI:  Rev.  Ms.  Liberty 
enjoys  a  footrest.  Without  the  cracks  found  on  all  other 
examples  of  this  rev.  (with  obvs.  5.2  and  5.10).  Dif¬ 
ficult  to  grade,  this  shallowly  struck  coin  shows  little 
evidence  of  wear;  light  to  medium  olive  with  other 
mott lings,  and  traces  of  faded  mint  lustre!  No  whisper 
of  a  rumor  of  a  duplicate.  Discovered  in  the  1950’s, 
first  published  in  Colonial  Newsletter,  3/64.  pg.  28. 

(Photo)  ($300.-up) 


58* 


1786.  M.  5.10 — L.  R-5.  First  colon  only  leans  left;  break 
thiough  NE;  E  first  cut  low  than  corrected.  Rev. 
cracked  through  tops  of  all  letters,  unlisted  advanced 

die  failures  in  fields.  Some  details  fully  VF,  others _ 

mostly  in  centers — weaker;  light  brown  with  various 
moldings.  Several  tiny  rim  nicks.  Second,  in  our  ex¬ 
perience,  only  to  that  in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale; 
somewhat  finer  than  the  “Promised  Lands”  coin;  others 
seen  are  more  worn,  including  the  Miller  Plate  coin. 

,  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

BkIs  accepted  by  mail  only. 


59  1786.  M.  5  10— P.  R-6,  probably  fairly  high  in  that  rar 

^ve.  Earlier  state  of  same  obv.,  rev,  with  ET-L 
(hyphen,  not  pellet).  Some  details  nearly  VF,  othi 
weak  and  indefinite  as  struck,  including  EC  and  It 
Liberty  s  head;  light  tan  and  steel,  rather  fewer  a 
smaller  plachet  defects  than  usual;  Only  one  offer 
in  recent  years  (Appleton-MHS,  Oct.  1970)  “Fir 

well^m11  ?y  I'6  fa]k,reS-  Fr0m  ,he  Bowers  1972  li 
well  up  into  three  figures;  earlier,  believed  ex  Craij 

(Photo)  ($300.-i 


Possibly  Finest  Known  1786  M.5.11-R 

60  1786.  M.  5.11 — R.  High  R-6,  nearly  R  7.  Minute  colon 

dots;  double  impressions  (as  hubbed)  on  all  letters, 
armor,  and  some  hair  details.  Rev.  Seven-dot  orna¬ 
ment  after  INDE:.  Very  Fine,  usual  uneven  strike, 
weakening  tops  of  OR  I  and  1  of  date,  but  excellent 
surfaces  suggesting  a  grade  higher  than  VF,  with  far 
fewer  lamination  defects  than  usual,  and  only  faint 
granularity;  pale  reddish  brown.  Finest  known  to  us, 
slightly  exceeding  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  coin,  and  by  a 
wider  margin  finer  than  the  Miller  Plate  coin,  that  in 
the  Bowers  list  (called  “F-VF,”)  or  lot  74  of  New 
Netherlands  51st  sale.  Norman  Bryant’s  was  only  Fair. 
Ex  Stepney  Hoard,  attribution  inked  on  by  a  later 
owner;  the  single  example  which  enabled  a  complete 
description  of  these  dies  (Miller’s  description  is  sketchy 
and  incomplete  because  those  he  had  seen  were  much 
worn.)  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

61  1786.  M.  5.14 — S.  R-7.  The  famous  variety  with  sword 

hilt  and  guard  below  Ms.  Liberty’s  elbow.  Where  struck 
up,  this  is  at  least  Fine;  about  pj  of  the  coin’s  area 
affected  by  laminations  and  other  planchet  defects  on 
both  sides.  Natural  streaky  mottling  in  many  attractive 
shades.  At  present  8  are  known,  of  which  two  (in¬ 
cluding  the  broken  die  coin  called  by  Miller  “5.15 — S") 
are  in  ANS,  all  being  well  worn.  (Cf.  Colonial  News¬ 
letter  3/64,  pg.  28.)  This  one  is  better  than  the  only 
pieces  known  to  us  to  have  been  auctioned,  lot  78  of 
New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  G-VG,  and  lot  144  of  the 
Merkin  October  1973  sale  at  a  rousing  $600  to  a 
dealer.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($600.-up) 

MODIFIED  MAILED  BUST  LEFT,  “HERCULES  HEADS” 
First  Complete  Set  Offered  since  the  Miller  Sale 

62  1786.  M.  5.3 — B.2.  R-8.  Obv.  actually  from  the  regular 

Buel  hub  but  heavily  recut  to  produce  high  relief  and 
very  strongly  marked  features.  Rev.  no  colons.  Nearly 
VF,  weakened  by  severe  die  failure  as  on  the  Miller 
Plate  coin  (obv.  illustrated  as  lot  1838,  Miller  sale,  rev. 
pictured  in  Miller-Ryder)  but  in  a  still  more  advanced 
state.  Small  old  scratch  above  head,  not  affecting  the 
pleasing  medium  steel  color.  Slightly  less  sharp  than 
the  Miller  coin  but  free  of  the  severe  planchet  defect 
on  the  latter.  Rarest  of  the  three  “Hercules  Heads”  of 
1786;  this  reverse  die  failed  immediately,  accounting 
for  its  prompt  discard.  ONLY  TWO  KNOWN,  the 
present  example  of  the  unlocated  (Boyd  estate?)  Miller 
coin.  In  the  Colonial  Newsletter,  July  1969,  p.  13,  the 
obv.  only  of  the  Miller  coin  was  reproduced  from  the 
Miller  catalogue,  the  piece  then  still  being  believed 
unique;  the  present  coin  apparently  had  not  yet  been 
discovered.  The  Miller  coin  brought  a  then  astonishing 
$14.50,  the  highest  price  of  any  Connecticut  in  the  sale, 
twenty— nine  times  as  high  as  the  average.  At  that 
ratio,  this  may  well  reach  four  figures.  (Photo) 

($700.-up) 

63  1786.  M.  5.3 — 6.  High  R-7.  Same  Obv.,  rev.  with  cluster 

of  four  dashes  for  ornament  after  INDE:  Obv.  of  bet¬ 
ter  than  fine  sharpness,  rev.  weaker  as  always  because 
tbere  was  not  enough  metal  to  accommodate  both  the 
high  relief  of  obv.  and  the  rev.  devices.  Dark  rough 
patina,  minor  planchet  defects.  Besides  the  present 
coin,  that  in  ANS,  and  the  Miller  coin,  we  have  heard 
of  only  one  or  two  others,  all  in  low  grades.  This 
obverse  die  was  held  over  into  1787;  the  hubs,  by  then 
worn  out,  and  with  legends  removed,  had  already  gone 
with  young  William  Buel  to  Vermont  to  make  the  bust 
left  varieties  of  1786-87.  (Photo)  ($350.-450.) 
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Tied  for  Finest  Known  1786  M.  5.3-N 

64  1786.  M.  5.3 — N.  Low  R-4.  The  regularly  seen  Hercules 

Head.  Rev.  with  B  touching  shield;  usual  state  with 
severe  clash  marks  on  reverse.  Better  than  VF,  many 
details  nearer  to  F  sharpness;  and  dark  green,  minor 
central  lamination  defects,  as  made.  Definitely  in  the 
Condition  Census.  Finer  than  lot  136,  Merkin  sale, 
Oct.  1973,  finer  than  lot  56,  Dr.  Ruby  Coll.,  at  $310  to 
a  floor  buyer;  finer  than  the  Boyd  coin  in  New  Nether¬ 
lands  60th  sale  (earlier  from  that  firm’s  51st  sale). 
Many  grades  finer  than  the  Miller  plate  coin,  whose 
reverse  is  in  an  earlier  state  but  more  worn.  Not  im¬ 
possibly  may  tie  for  finest  known.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige 
coll.;  pictured  in  Taxay,  Scott’s  Comprehensive  Cat¬ 
alogue,  plate  14.  no.  150.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

DRAPED  BUST  LEFT  DESIGN 

Believed  to  have  comprised  the  coins  made  during  some  part 
of  the  eight  weeks  between  September  10,  1786  and  Nov.  1,  1786 
by  Mark  Leavenworth,  Isaac  Baldwin  and  William  Leavenworth, 
who  leased  the  presses  and  other  equipment  of  the  “Company 
for  Coining  Coppers”  from  the  then  proprietors  (Samuel  Bishop, 
James  Hillhouse,  James  Goodrich  and  Joseph  Hopkins,  with  new 
partner  James  Jarvis,  who  owned  3/16  of  the  company  stock). 
These  varieties  were  made  from  new  hubs  by  Abel  Buel,  which 
hubs  continued  in  use  through  1787-88,  the  inscriptions  being 
added  by  hand  punching. 

65  1786.  M.  6-K.  High  R-6.  Colons,  no  stars;  three  ribbons 

ends  (double  impression  from  the  hub).  Rev.  four-dash 
ornaments  before  and  after  INDE:  Very  Fine,  bold, 
pleasing  light  olive,  far  fewer  planchet  defects  than 
usual,  these  light  and  scattered.  Sharply  impressed  ex¬ 
cept  in  centers.  The  only  one  we  have  ever  seen  with 
full  clear  date;  usually  this  variety  comes  weak  at  86 
so  that  the  date  must  be  deduced  from  die— identity 
rather  than  read  off  the  coin.  Finest  known  to  us,  far 
exceeding  the  Breen  coin  in  New  Netherlands  51st 
sale,  still  farther  above  the  Miller  Plate  coin.  Crosby 
never  saw  one  sharp  enough  to  show  the  wreath.  Totally 
outclasses  the  Vlack  Plate  coin.  Usually  found  in  Fair 
or  Good.  One  of  the  most  undervalued  of  Connecticut 
types.  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

66  1786.  M.  7-K.  R-7.  Similar  but  stars  follow  obv.  colons; 

two  ribbon  ends.  Almost  Fine,  mostly  evenly  but  weak¬ 
ly  struck,  first  star  rather  faint  but  everything  else 
legible  including  full  date.  Even  in  this  grade,  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  known,  exceeded  in  our  experience  only 
by  the  sharper  Crosby  Plate  coin,  but  considerably 
better  than  the  Miller  Plate  coin.  No  auction  records 
in  many  decades.  This  may  be  high  in  the  Rarity  7 
level;  first  we  have  actually  handled  outside  the  ANS 
museum.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

1787 

The  coinages  of  this  year  are  by  far  the  most  complicated  of 
all  Colonial  issues.  To  simplify  the  presentation,  and  to  en¬ 
courage  collectors  who  might  have  been  daunted  by  the  indigest¬ 
ible  mess  of  Miller  descriptions,  we  have  subdivided  the  issues  of 
this  year  first  by  mints  and  thereunder  by  designs. 

The  mints  striking  Connecticuts  dated  1787  are  as  follows: 


Unlocatcd  Private  Mint 

Responsible  for  the  “Muttonhead”  coins,  M.  1.2 — C,  1.2 — mm, 
time  unknown.  These  are  stylistically  unlike  anything  else  in  the 
Colonial  series. 


Morristown,  New  Jersey 

Dies  by  Walter  Mould,  between  June  1787  and  August  1788. 
Responsible  for  the  two  “Laughing  Head”  varieties  and  those 
punchlinked  with  them;  note  the  peculiar  wide  horse-shoe-shaped 
U,  which  is  among  the  letters  shared  by  these  coins  and  the  wide- 
planchet  New  Jersey  cents  of  1787-88.  Mould,  a  pupil  of  the 
Wyons  in  Birmingham,  England,  emigrated  to  the  USA  in  1786 
(bringing  with  him  a  number  of  dies,  some  by  Wyon  including 
the  IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  and  several  prototype  dies  for  the 
New  Jersey  coinage).  He  associated  himself  with  Albion  Cox  and 
Thomas  Goadsby,  and  with  Revolutionary  War  hero  Matthias 
Ogden  as  surety,  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  to  establish  an  official  mint  for  making  copper  coins, 
commonly  miscalled  cents  but  correctly  termed  coppers.  Mould 
quarreled  with  the  others  and  Ogden  got  the  legislature  to  pass  a 
special  act  allowing  him  to  coin  his  million  N.  J.  coppers  separately 
from  the  Cox-Goadsby  two  million.  Mould  moved  to  Morristown, 
leasing  the  John  Cleve  Symmes  house  “Solitude”,  and  struck  his 
full  million  N.  J.  coppers,  of  which  he  paid  a  tithe  (a  10%  com¬ 
mission)  to  the  state  treasurer,  in  coppers  or  paper  currency  rather 
than  in  silver  or  gold — in  addition  to  coining  tens  of  thousands, 
possibly  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  Connecticut  coppers,  on  which 
he  paid  no  tax  or  commission  whatever.  These  varieties  are  all 
identified  and  all  four  are  here  offered. 

Machin’s  Mills  near  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

(June  1787  through  early  1700) 

Dies  by  James  F.  Atlee,  who  joined  the  staff  of  this  notorious 
"Manufactory  of  Hard  Ware”  in  the  former  month.  Operations, 
under  Capt.  Thomas  Machin  and  a  half  dozen  or  so  other  part¬ 
ners,  were  kept  secret  and  largely  went  on  at  night;  according  to 
Eric  P.  Newmen,  workmen  wore  hideous  masks  to  frighten  away 
local  children.  Much  of  the  firm’s  output  consisted  of  imitation 
halfpence  of  George  III  popularly  known  as  “Tory  Pennies,” 
some  of  which  were  offered  in  earlier  Pine  Three  auctions.  Later, 
the  firm  negotiated  a  contract  with  the  legal  Vermont  coinage 
franchise  holders,  splitting  profits  60-40  in  favor  of  Machin’s 
Mills,  in  order  that  the  Vermont  enterprise  could  use  the  die¬ 
cutting  services  of  Atlee — accounting  for  the  Vermont  reverse 
found  on  1788  Connecticut  cent  variety  1-1.  The  firm  also  made 
coppers  purporting  to  be  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut  issues;  we 
here  offer  8  of  the  9  known  1787  Connecticut  varieties  from 
this  mint. 

“The  Company  for  Coining  Coppers” 

New  Haven  I 
Through  June  1,  1787 

Dies  by  Abel  Buel,  possibly  with  assistants  who  may  have  in¬ 
cluded  his  son  Benjamin,  on  behalf  of  Samuel  Bishop,  Joseph 
Hopkins,  James  Hillhouse  and  James  Goodrich — the  legal  fran¬ 
chise  holders.  As  Abel  Buel  had  turned  over  the  1786  hubs  to 
his  other  son  William,  who  took  them  to  Vermont,  the  earliest 
dies  of  1787  from  the  New  Haven  mint  were  left-over  1786 
obverses  (Miller  die  1786  5,  3,  the  “Hercules,”  becoming  1787 
die  7;  1786  die  7,  the  second  Draped  Bust,  becoming  1787  die 
29.1)  together  with  a  few  hand-cut  dies  (1787  obvs.  8,9);  shortly 
afterward,  Buel  completed  a  mailed  bust  hub  (for  obvs.  2,  5,  10- 
15)  which  he  later  gave  to  his  son  Benjamin  (see  introduction  to 
1788,  below).  After  James  Jarvis  bought  a  controlling  interest 
in  the  Company  for  Coining  Coppers,  it  ceased  legal  operations 
as  such,  becoming  that  next  to  follow. 

Jarvis  &  Co. 

(June  1,  1787-Fall  1788) 

Dies  at  first  by  Abel  Buel,  than  by  apprentices  using  his  hubs. 
These  coins  are  punch-linked  with  the  FUGIO  cents,' sharing  the 
cinquefoil  and  fleuron  ornaments,  numeral  and  letter  punches  of 
the  latter,  Jarvis  had  bought  into  the  Company  to  have  a  legiti- 
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mate  base  of  operations  for  making  some  30,666,666  FUGIO 
cents  (345  tons  at  157.5  grains  per  coin),  for  which  he  had  by 
bribery  obtained  a  federal  contract,  plus  some  7 1 , 1 7 4 lbs.  cop¬ 
per  which  he  had  bought  from  the  goverment  at  ll%d.  sterling 
per  pound  (but  never  paid  for);  the  whole  scandalous  story  is 
told  by  Taxay,  U.  S.  Mint  and  Coinage,  28-38.  Finding  difficul¬ 
ties  in  obtaining  local  equipment  for  making  copper  blanks  and 
dies  on  the  scale  contemplated,  Jarvis  went  to  England  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1788  to  try  to  negotiate  a  contract  with  Matthew  Boulton 
(of  Boulton  &  Watt’s  Soho  Mint  near  Birmingham — the  Watt 
was  steam-engine  inventor  James  Watt),  but  Boulton  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  him  unless  Jarvis  could  somehow  furnish 
security  in  something  other  than  depreciated  Continental  notes  or 
promissory  notes.  In  his  absence,  his  employees  used  the  mint 
(and  the  federal  copper)  for  making  Connecticuts,  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  1787-88  draped  bust  coins  being  made  under  these  auspices, 
including  the  standard  33-Z  type  of  which  some  48  obv.  and  25 
rev.  dies  are  known;  the  texture  of  the  copper  indicates  that  either 
the  same  source  provided  metal  for  FUGIO  and  Connecticut 
blanks,  or  that  the  remainder  of  the  federal  copper  was  used  to 
make  Connecticuts  too. 


Despite  Jarvis  &  Co’s  token  delivery  of  some  398,577  FUGIO 
coppers  weighing  8,968  lbs;  some  time  shortly  before  May  21, 
1788,  the  federal  authorities  became  aware  that  Jarvis  was  in 
default  and  voided  his  contracts  as  of  Sept.  16,  1788,  whereupon 
Jarvis  promptly  went  back  to  Europe.  On  Feb  24,  1791,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Treasury,  Alexander  Hamilton  sued  Jarvis  for  breach 
of  contract,  obtaining  a  judgement  of  $20,000  Spanish  plus  dam¬ 
ages,  but  not  one  cent  was  ever  collected.  Some  time  after  Sept. 
1788,  representatives  of  Machin’s  Mill  bought  the  Jarvis  &  Co. 
equipment. 

We  have  found  it  necessary  to  depart  from  the  Crosby — Miller 
classification  scheme,  which  treated  misspellings,  omitted  colons 
or  ornaments,  etc.,  as  intentional  type  changes.  The  procedure 
here  is  to  make  groups  of  those  varieties  sharing  the  same  punches 
and  ornaments,  producing  a  coherent  sequence  which  seems  to  be 
fairly  close  to  the  chronological  order  as  the  latter  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  die  break  evidence.  However,  within  the  earlier  groups, 
we  have  found  it  necessary  to  use  the  Miller  order  of  obverses 
so  long  as  Miller  numbers  are  being  used.  In  a  subsequent  book 
we  hope  to  adopt  a  less  cumbersome  numbering  system  and  to 
justify  some  of  the  more  controversial  historical  and  other  con¬ 
clusions  here  summarized,  describing  and  picturing  the  few  var¬ 
ieties  not  here  offered.  The  numerous  and  popular  misspellings 
and  other  die  blunders,  which  have  rendered  the  Connecticut 
series  attractive  to  many  collectors,  testify  to  the  use  of  ap¬ 
prentices  not  too  careful  about  which  punches  they  picked  up,  or 
who  sometimes  failed  to  correct  a  broken  punch.  Actually  five 
problems  are  reflected  by  these  blunders: 


1.  Spacing  problems— AUCTORI  CONNECT,  IND  ET  LIB. 

2.  Wrong  choice  of  punch— AUCIORI,  AUCTOBI  CONNFC 
CONNLC,  ETIIB,  INDL,  ETLIR  (sometimes) 

3.  Broken  punch  not  corrected— AUCTOPI,  ETLIR  (some¬ 
times). 


4.  Corrected  blunders— “FNDE”  (INDE  over  FU),  and  over 
date  revs.  Q,R. 

5'  rnSrcrT165  f°r  broken  or  unavailable  punches- 
and  L  et/^  LIB/LIR,  B  made  by  combining  I 

£riousg  bfunde  the  cb0ice  of  punch  represents  the  mos 

classes  huS  'he  m0St  P°Pular,  though  the  othe 

“soTved’’  bv  rarCr  Vanet,eS'  M°St  spacinS  Problems  wer 

solved  by  adding  or  omuting  ornaments  and/or  by  crowdin 

indfcateT  £5WII,B  l°  Spread  0Ut  as  they  came-  Th^  "FNDE 
aHowed  h  h  ?"  apprentlce  fresh  from  lettering  a  FUGIO  di, 
a  lowed  habit  to  overcome  him  before  he  realized  that  this  di. 

U  787 /^877i 3  S!fteo  f‘8Ure’  n0t  a  sundiaL  Both  “overdates”  ( 

conomv  Lei  *  <1787/.1788>’  represeat  blunders,  not  min 
economy,  the  group  including  these  is  associated  with  anothe 


spacing  problem — branch  dividing  IN  DE — thought  to  be  among 
Benjamin  Buel’s  earliest  work  during  the  last  days  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  for  Coining  Coppers  just  before  Jarvis  takeover. 

UNLOCATED  PRIVATE  MINT  (NEW  YORK  CITY?) 

MAILED  BUST  RIGHT 

67*  1787.  M.  1.2-C  (Early  State  R-6).  The  famous  “Mutton- 

head".  Largest  head  in  the  Connecticut  series.  Rev. 
topless  Ms.  Liberty,  her  head  dividing  INDE,  ET  and 
LIB.  Rare  early  state  before  the  dies  were  drastically 
reground  (compare  next  lot).  Some  details  nearly  Fine, 
cuirass  apparently  fully  Fine,  other  details  weaker, 
EC  and  LI  not  legible;  surface  suggest  Fine.  Important 
type  coin;  most  of  the  higher  grade  examples  of  this 
variety  are  of  the  later  die  state.  Finer  than  lot  128, 
Appleton-MHS  group,  Stack’s,  October,  1970.  It  has 
been  conjectured  that  the  “Muttonhead”  coins  may 
have  been  the  otherwise  unidentified  issue  by  Major 
Eli  Leavenworth.  (Photo)  ($175.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


MAILED  BUST  LEFT  DESIGN 
One  of  the  3  Finest  Known 

68  1787.  M.  1.2-C,  early  state,  less  early  than  last.  Top  of 

head  weak  as  are  r.  half  of  O  in  AUCTORI,  all  of 
E  and  parts  of  ONN;  about  34  °bv.  border  serrations 
show.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  others  Fine  or  a  little 
weaker;  light  to  medium  steel  tone,  two  small  mint 
clips  at  RI  and  CO,  few  very  minor  handling  marks 
not  disturbing  the  colors,  a  small  rim  dent  over  U 
being  the  only  one  serious  enough  to  require  mention. 
Much  rarer  than  the  later  state  (which  follows)  and 
much  harder  to  find  in  decent  condition;  all  the  high 
grade  survivors  of  this  variety  are  from  the  later  die 
state.  A  fairly  good  match  for  the  Vlack  Plate  coin, 
aside  from  the  handling  marks.  This  is  the  first  time 
that  three  different  states  of  the  “Muttonhead”  have 
been  offered  together.  Ex  R.  A.  Vlack,  Alan  Kessler 
collections.  (Photo)  ($250.-up) 

69*  1787.  M.  1.2-C.  Late  reground  die  state,  R-4.  Only  traces 

of  obv.  legend  remain,  and  most  details  of  hair  and 
cuirass  are  attenuated.  Ms.  Liberty  remains  topless,  but 
letters  and  date  are  thin  and  incomplete,  cap  on  pole 
much  smaller.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  piece  does  not 
show  much  wear  but  is  locally  weak  as  struck;  light 
olive  and  tan  surfaces  show  shallow  abrasion  and  sug¬ 
gest  close  to  VF,  and  there  is  some  porosity  in  hair. 
Similar  to  the  piece  pictured  in  Taxay;  far  above 
average  for  the  type.  Possibly  the  “EF,  weak”  example 
in  the  Bowers  list  at  $249.  Slightly  sharper  than  the 
1970  Appleton-MHS  coin,  lot  127,  “EF”.  Some 
authorities  have  surmised  that  the  present  die  state  was 
deliberately  made  to  suggest  an  anonymous  well  worn 
halfpenny  after  oversupply  of  Connecticut  coppers  had 
driven  the  market  price  far  below  their  normal  14  per 
shilling.  C.  Wyllys  Betts  presented  one  of  these  to 
ANS  about  1886  with  the  explicit  notation  that  it 
represented  an  imitation  halfpenny.  (Photo)  ($150.-200.) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


MORRISTOWN,  NEW  JERSEY  MINT 
MAILED  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 

70  1787.  M.  1.3-L.  R-7.  Medium  size  head  with  broad  leaves, 

6-pointed  star  in  breastplate  (compare  the  Laughing 
Heads),  wide  horseshoe-shaped  U  as  on  Walter 
Mould's  dies  for  the  broad-flan  New  Jersey  coppers. 
Better  than  VG,  some  details  suggesting  Fine,  profile 


18 


CONNECTICUT  COPPERS 


not  as  strong  as  reverse  (as  always  for  this  variety); 
slightly  rough,  brown  patina,  devices  a  little  high¬ 
lighted.  This  is  nevertheless  one  of  the  finer  examples 
of  this  rarity;  finer  than  the  Taxay  Plate  coin.  Possibly 
no  more  than  nine  specimens  are  extant  in  all  grades, 
not  one  of  which  would  rate  fully  VF.  (Photo) 

($275.-up) 

MAILED  BUST  LEFT  DESIGN 

71  1787.  M.  4-L.  R— 1.  The  famous  “Homed  Bust,”  in  the 

rare  early  state  with  the  die  flaw  still  only  a  small  thin 
crescent  well  away  from  bust  (possibly  low  R-6).  Very 
Fine,  light  brown,  nicely  mottled.  Most  of  the  4-L’s  in 
this  condition  range  are  from  the  much  commoner  die 
state  with  the  die  flaw  poined  to  bust  producing  the 
fimiliar  “horn.”  Does  not  have  Mould’s  horseshoe¬ 
shaped  U  punch,  but  established  as  a  Morristown  pro¬ 
duct  by  die-linkage  with  1.3-L  as  above.  About  equal 
in  overall  quality  to  lot  148,  Merkin,  Oct.  1973  sale, 
at  a  reasonable  $300.  (Photo)  ($250.-300.) 

72  1787.  Another  M.  4-L,  the  usual  later  die  state  justifying 

the  name  “Homed  Bust.”  Very  Fine,  medium  to  dark 
steel,  devices  highlighted,  minutely  porous.  One  old  rev. 
pin  scratch,  of  no  importance.  Tops  of  AUCTORI  off 
flan,  remainder  of  legends  complete,  which  is  not 
usually  the  case,  as  these  generally  come  on  narrower 
planchets  like  those  used  on  the  1788  Morristown,  N.  J. 
coppers  (Maris  66,  67).  The  marks  near  OR  are  clash 
marks  from  Ms.  Liberty’s  foot  and  lower  drapery, 
which  we  do  not  recall  seeing  before;  the  “horn”  is  far 
heavier  than  usual,  suggesting  that  this  is  one  of  the 
very  last  die  states,  made  in  1788,  probably  just  before 
Mould  fled  the  state  to  avoid  debtor’s  prison.  Probably 
equal  to  the  “EF”  Groves  coin,  lot  353.  Ex  Kessler 
collection.  (Photo)  ($225.-300.) 

TAXAY  PLATE  COIN 

73*  1787.  First  “Laughing  Head.”  M.  6.1-M.  R-l.  With 

horseshoe-shaped  U,  6-pointed  star  in  breastplate; 
ribbon  bows  and  ends  represented  by  outlines  only,  as 
is  profile.  Almost  Very  Fine,  signs  of  old  cleaning, 
retoning  naturally;  bold  impression,  planchet  nearly 
free  of  usual  defects.  Very  far  above  average  for  this 
variety,  which  is  common  in  Good  but  very  rare  above 
Fine.  Finer  than  that  in  the  Merkin  sale  or  the 
“Promised  Lands”  coin  at  $178;  similar  overall  to  the 
grainy  EF”  Norman  Bryant  coin,  not  quite  as  sharp  as 
the  Miller  Plate  coin.  Pictured  in  Taxay,  plate  15,  no. 
168.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

74*  1787.  M.  6.2-M.  Second  “Laughing  Head.”  High  R-4, 

possibly  R-5.  Similar  but  period  after  I  centered,  not 
too  high  as  in  preceding.  Very  Fine,  bold  impression 
except  at  borders,  which  were  not  brought  up  and 
which  show  some  very  faint  dents;  minute  planchet 
defects,  as  made.  One  of  three  finest  of  this  variety,  so 
far  as  we  know,  the  others  being  the  Miller  Plate  coin 
and  lot  154  of  the  Merkin  sale,  a  sleeper  at  only  $170; 
little  overall  difference  in  quality  among  these.  (Photo) 

($150.-200.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

MACHIN’S  MILLS,  NEWBURGH,  N.  Y. 

MAILED  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 

75  1787.  M.  1.1-A.  R-3  high.  Smallest  head.  Rev.  ETLIB 

INDE  Very  fine  or  better,  a  few  details  nearly  EF, 
surfaces  smooth  pleasing  natural  light  olive  with  faint 
traces  of  lustre  around  some  letters.  Small  mint  clip 
over  UCT  touching  top  of  C.  One  of  probably  three 


finest  known,  not  quite  as  sharp  as  the  Breen  example 
in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  though  with  finer  sur¬ 
faces;  far  finer  than  the  Miller  or  Taxay  Plate  coins, 
and  at  least  as  fine  as  the  Crosby  Plate,  Appleton — 
Mass.  Historical  Society  coin  (lot  43,  Stack  sale,  March 
1973)  the  Boyd,  Garrett — John  Hopkins,  Hall-Brand, 
Norweb  or  Newman  examples.  Notably  sharper  than 
lot  145,  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale,  at  $400,  or  the  Ruby 
or  Norman  Bryant  examples.  An  outstanding  example 
of  oue  of  the  more  important  type  corns  in  the  scries. 

(Photo)  ($300.-400.) 

76  1787.  M.  1.1-VV.  R-7.  Same  obv.;  INDE  ETLIB  without 

punctuation.  Some  details  Fine,  others  VG,  local  weak¬ 
nesses  from  advanced  die  failures  on  both  sides  (result¬ 
ing  in  the  early  discard  of  this  reverse;  the  obverse 
survived  a  day  or  two  longer,  muled  with  a  Vermont 
reverse  to  make  1-1  of  1788).  Chocolate  brown, 
minutely  rough  patina,  no  nicks  or  scratches.  Finer 
than  the  Miller  Plate  coin  or  than  either  one  in  the 
New  Netherlands  51st  sale;  possibly  one  of  three  finest 
known.  Privately  from  the  Brand  collection.  Very  rare. 

(Photo)  ($250.-up) 

The  Presently  Unique  M.  52-G.2 

77  1787.  M.  52-G.2.  Rarity-8,  unique.  Medium  size  round 

head,  period  after  CONNEC.  Rev.  INDE*ET  LIB* 
with  closely  spaced  date,  double  base  line  with  the  two 
lines  distant.  VERY  FINE,  bold  except  in  centers, 
mostly  medium  brown  with  interesting  mottlings  and 
patches  of  darker  patina;  granular  on  neck  and  part  of 
drapery  but  planchet  otherwise  free  of  noticeable  de¬ 
fects.  Tiny  abrasion  on  one  of  the  patches  of  rough 
dark  patina,  hardly  noticeable.  Discovery  coin  for  this 
reverse  die  and  still  so  far  as  we  know  unique.  Ex 
Wayte  Raymond,  Major  Alfred  Walter,  New  Nether¬ 
lands  60th  sale,  lot  334,  though  not  then  recognized  as 
from  a  second  G  reverse;  finally,  T.  L.  Craige,  cf. 
Colonial  Newsletter,  December  1968,  page  35.  If  any 
Connecticut  copper  has  four  figure  potential,  this  one 
does.  (Photo)  ($650.-up) 

One  of  6-7  Known 

78  1787.  M.  52-G.l.  R-7.  Same  obv.,  now  severely  buckled 

and  with  heavy  double  clashmarks  from  this  reverse, 
INDE*  showing  at  left  obv.  with  traces  of  other  letters. 
Rev.  similar  to  last  but  with  widely  spaced  date,  double 
base  line  with  the  two  lines  touching;  break  from  rim 
through  E  of  ET  to  arm  and  central  drapery.  Some 
details  on  either  side  Fine  or  better,  others  more  like 
VG,  the  surfaces  (mostly  medium  steel  and  brown) 
consistent  with  a  Fine  grade;  the  local  weaknesses  are 
obviously  from  the  severe  die  injuries.  About  six  of 
these  are  reported,  (two  in  ANS),  the  present  coin  being 
one  of  the  top  three.  Only  one  auction  record — the 
Mass.  Historical  Society  coin  1973,  lot  90,  only  Good. 
Neglected  because  unpublicized;  most  collectors  have 
heard  only  of  the  far  commoner  ETLIB  INDE  and  the 
Muttonhead,  very  few  have  ever  seen  an  impression 
from  this  obverse.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

79  1787.  M.  3-G.l.  R-7.  Broad-shouldered  bust  left,  period 

after  CONNEC  only.  Rev.  as  preceding,  but  before  the 
die  broke.  Many  details  Very  Fine,  others  more  like 
Fine,  surface  matte  (light  brown  with  touches  of  darker 
patina)  but  consistent  with  a  grade  better  than  Fine, 
borders  defective  as  made  (nowhere  Seriously)  with 
a  small  rim  nick  on  either  side.  One  of  three  finest 
known  to  us,  in  a  class  with  the  Crosby  and  Miller 
Plate  coins,  finer  than  lot  845,  New  Netherlands  51st 
sale;  no  other  auction  record.  Probably  ex  Craige. 

(Photo)  ($225.-300.) 
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79A  1787.  Another.  M.  3-G.l,  this  from  an  unlisted  late  die 
state  accounting  for  the  prompt  discard  of  and  ex¬ 
treme  rarity  of  this  obv.  die:  Heavy  bulging  or  buckl¬ 
ing  at  AUCT  and  field  before  face,  and  in  field  behind 
head  affecting  NNEC.  Rev.  broken  through  E  as  in 
the  52-G.  1,  though  not  quite  so  heavily  through  up¬ 
right  of  E,  this  break  extending  through  thighs  to  pole. 
Some  details  Very  Fine,  light  brown  beautifully  mottled 
with  “autumn  leaves”  colors  predominantly  among  the 
reds;  right  peripheral  areas  weaker,  many  old  faint 
central  scratches  not  affecting  colors,  rim  dent  above 
CO.  Struck  on  an  unusually  thin  planchet,  probably 
from  a  batch  originally  intended  for  imitation  half¬ 
pence.  Crosby-Hall  attribution  3  G  on  obv  field.  Close 
match  for  lot  85,  New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  where 
this  die  state  was  first  published.  Apparently  ex  Dr. 
Hall,  Brand,  Norman  Bryant,  Bowers  (August  1971), 
Alan  Kessler  colls.  (Photo)  ($250.-350.) 

80*  1787.  M.  13-D.  R-4.  AUCTORI*  *CONNEC*  Rev.  An 

old  Buel  die  from  the  hub  with  Ms.  Liberty  holding  a 
wheat  ear,  eight  crosslets  in  legend,  a  ninth  ends  the 
ornamental  base  of  shield;  this  die  is  much  rusted 
compared  with  its  appearance  in  M.  9-D  (below). 
Very  Fine,  obv.  sharper  than  rev.  as  usual,  some  de¬ 
tails  of  obv.  suggesting  EF;  surfaces  (rather  light  steel 
and  olive)  consistent  with  VF  or  better  grade,  traces 
of  faded  lustre  around  a  few  letters;  few  shallow  obv. 
nicks,  not  affecting  the  colors.  Advanced  obverse 
break.  Very  scarce,  no  better  one  auctioned  in  many 
years;  finer  than  lot  159,  Merkin  sale,  grossly  out¬ 
classes  the  “VF”  Appleton-MHS  piece,  Lot  136  (1970). 
One  of  the  morst  mysterious  varieties,  muling  an  ob¬ 
vious  Atlee  obverse  (punch-linked  with  the  last  three 
lots)  with  a  reverse  earlier  used  by  Buel,  having  the 
wheat-ear  device  puncheon  or  hub  used  on  the  Ben¬ 
jamin  Buel  coins  of  1788.  The  only  convincing  explana¬ 
tion  at  hand  is  that  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1789 
a  representative  of  Machin’s  Mill  bought  out  Ben¬ 
jamin  Buel’s  equipment,  as  earlier  with  the  Jarvis, 
Walter  Mould,  and  Rupert,  Vt.  mints,  and  indiscrim¬ 
inately  combined  any  usable  dies.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 
*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Draped  Bust  Left  Design 
Exceedingly  Rare  M.  32.4-F 

81  1787.  M.  32.4-F.  High  R-7.  Obv.  a  left-over  Jarvis  Mint 

die  regularly  used  as  1788  obv.  16.4.  Rev.  is  a  worn- 
out  company  die  which  was  apparently  among  the  last 
ones  made  before  Jarvis  took  over  the  mint  in  June 
1787,  but  remained  unused  thereafter  until  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Machin’s  Mill  bought  out  the  Jarvis  Mint 
equipment.  Obv.  of  standard  Jarvis  type  punctuated 
with  periods  and  cinquefoils.  Rev.  Ms.  Liberty  holds  a 
wheat  ear;  eight  cinquefoils  in  legend.  Very  Good 
for  the  coin,  some  details  nearer  to  Fine  than  to  Good, 
others  weaker;  struck  on  a  dark,  rough,  cracked 
planchet.  CONNEC  off  flan,  LIB  and  accompaning 
cinquefoils  too  weakly  struck  to  show.  OF  THE  HIGH¬ 
EST  RARITY;  ONLY  THE  FOLLOWING  SPECI¬ 
MENS  ARE  RECORDED,  ALL  IN  LOW  GRADES: 

1.  Ex  Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  New  Netherlands. 

2.  The  present  coin,  supposedly  ex  Craige. 

3.  The  Vlack  coin. 

4  &  5.  E.  R.  Barnsley. 

6.  ANS. 

7.  Norweb. 

8.  Bauch  April  1972.  Abt.  Good. 

A  confused  report  of  the  Dr  Hall  piece  is  believed  to 


account  for  the  first  publication  of  this  variety  as 
“Miller  55-F” — where  misrepresented  as  having  mail¬ 
ed  bust  left,  but  correctly  identified  as  having  a  1788 
obverse.  (Photo)  ($450.-600.) 

NEW  HAVEN  I  MINT 
“COMPANY  FOR  COINING  COPPERS” 

Mailed  Bust  Left  Design 

The  complex  issues  of  this  mint  are  most  easily  understood 
by  subividing  them  into  die-linked  groups  which  may  represent 
an  approximately  chronological  sequence,  though  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  more  than  one  press  was  simultaneously  in  opera¬ 
tion,  one  making  mailed  bust  coins,  another  making  draped  busts. 
The  way  we  subdivide  these  coins  here  requires  a  total  abandon¬ 
ment  of  the  Miller  order,  but  it  has  the  virtue  of  grouping  together 
coins  made  by  the  same  people  at  about  the  same  time  and  having 
marked  family  resemblances. 

We  begin  with  the  observation  that  the  1786  draped  bust  coins 
had  a  peculiar  set  of  large  letters.  The  coins  of  1787  with  those 
same  letters  presumably  came  before  those  with  different  letters; 
in  particular,  they  probably  came  before  those  which  have  the 
smaller  letters  identical  to  the  ones  used  on  the  FUGIO  cents. 
These  earlier  coins  often  have  small  numerals  in  dates,  entirely 
unlike  the  numerals  found  on  the  FUGIO  cents;  whereas  a  very 
large  group  of  later  Connecticuts,  attributed  to  Jarvis's  mint 
(alias  New  Haven  II),  have  the  same  larger  numerals  as  every 
FUGIO — 8  open  at  top,  7’s  with  broken  or  rounded  corner  and 
tapering  shaft,  etc.  In  addition,  the  earlier  group  comes,  usually, 
with  no  ornaments  in  legends  except  solid  blunt  stars  (as  in  1786 
obv.  7)  or  crosses,  without  or  with  dots  in  the  angles,  whereas 
the  later  group  does  not  have  these  ornaments,  preferring  instead 
hollow  cinquefoils  and/or  fleurons,  both  the  latter  again  being 
found  on  the  FUGIO  cents. 

A  tentative  guess  is  that  the  ornaments  represented  a  kind  of 
signature  or  identification  mark  of  the  individual  workman  who 
completed  each  die  by  adding  letters,  numerals  and  necessary 
hand-finishing  (strengthening  of  details,  etc.)  after  the  original 
Buel  hubs  had  been  impressed  into  the  die  blank. 

The  above  considerations  define  the  following  Mailed  Bust 
groups: 

I.  Hard-cut  dies  (before  the  hubs  were  prepared).  Miller 
obvs.  7,  8,  9. 

II.  New  hub  with  leaves  in  triplets,  paired  berries,  copying 
obv.  9.  Large  letters  as  in  1786.  Miller  obvs.  11.1,  11.2, 
11.3,  2. 

III.  Same  hub.  Medium  letters.  Miller  obvs.  10,  14,  5. 

IV.  Same  hub.  Letters  as  on  FUGIO  cents.  Miller  obvs.  12,  15. 

Within  each  group  the  large-letter  reverses  will  generally 

come  first,  those  with  letters,  numerals,  and  ornaments  as  on 
the  FUGIO  coins  will  come  last.  The  same  principles  will  hold 
also  for  the  draped  bust  coins. 

First  Time  At  Auction 
In  50  Years 

Tied  For  Finest  Known 

82  1787.  M.  50-F.  High  R-7.  Obv.  of  standard  Jarvis  type 

but  larger  letters  and  cinquefoils  as  on  some  1788  coins; 
punctuated  with  periods  and  cinquefoils  as  preceding, 
but  blundered  CONNLC.  Rev.  same  die  as  last.  Struck 
after  1788  17-0  and  17-Q  which  have  this  same  ob¬ 
verse  in  earlier  state;  obv.  die  shattered  as  on  all  of 
the  very  few  known,  accounting  for  the  immediate 
discard  of  this  obverse  and  the  consequent  extreme 
rarity  of  the  variety.  The  details  struck  up  adequately 
suggest  a  grade  or  better  than  Fine,  as  do  the  pleasing 
light  reddish  brown  surfaces;  other  details  are  much 
weaker,  though  everything  is  legible,  87  date  least  so. 
No  auction  record  in  fifty  years  for  this  variety;  none 
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in  the  Bowers  list,  and  iii  all  not  over  six  are  reported, 
including  this  one,  the  similar  Dr.  Hall  coin  (which  has 
tops  of  CONNLC  off  flan),  the  more  worn  ANS  coin, 
and  a  couple  of  others  in  lower  condition.  Apparently 
tied  for  finest  known  with  the  Dr.  Hall  specimen.  A 
true  type  coin  because  of  the  CONNLC  blunder;  listed 
by  Taxay  as  Rarity  7  and  unpriced  above  Fine.  Re¬ 
portedly  ex  Craige  .(Photo)  ($400.-500.) 

GROUP  I 
HAND  CUT  DIES 

The  Very  Rare  1787 
“Hercules  Head” 

Finest  to  be  Auctioned  in  50  Years 

83  1787.  M.  7.  R-6.  Hercules  Head.  The  only  instance  of 

reuse  of  a  1786  mailed  bust  die  in  1787.  Many  details 
fully  Very  Fine,  others  Fine;  pleasing  medium  steel 
with  some  very  light  granularity  as  made,  consistent 
with  amost  VF  grade,  exceptionally  clean  and  free  of 
nicks,  scratches  or  dents.  Small  edge  planchet  defect 
left  of  first  C  in  CONNEC,  not  affecting  any  letters, 
ornament  or  device.  The  finest  1787  Hercules  Head  to 
be  auctioned  in  over  fifty  years.  Considerably  out¬ 
classes  the  Crosby  Plate  coin  reillustrated  in  Taxay; 
still  finer  than  lot  155,  Merkin  sale,  at  a  then  reasonable 
$400;  a  hair’s  breath  finer  than  the  piece  pictured  by 
Vlack.  Doubtless  high  in  the  Condition  Census  for  this 
variety.  None  in  the  Bowers  lists  or  any  other  major 
offerings;  probably  quite  high  in  the  R-6  level,  nearer 
to  R-7  than  to  R-5.  (Photo)  ($400.-600.) 

84*  Tallest  Head.  M.  8-N.  R-4  High.  Large  letters,  punctuated 
by  colons  and  diamond-shaped  clusters  of  four  pellets 
(same  punch  as  used  to  make  the  colon  dots).  Rev. 
punctuated  by  blunt  stars,  no  colons.  Obv.  nearly  VF, 
rev.  nearly  Fine,  weakly  struck  as  always;  lacquered 
long  ago.  Obv.  considerably  finer  than  that  pictured 
by  Miller;  no  equal  specimen  offered  in  years,  the 
Appleton-Mass.  Historical  Society  coin  being  only  VG. 
Apparently  in  the  Condition  Census;  possibly  R-5. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

85*  1787.  M.  8-0.  R-4,  high.  Same  but  colors  in  rev.  legend. 

Fine,  light  olive,  weakly  struck  on  face,  elsewhere 
bolder,  some  obv.  details  qualifying  as  Very  Fine. 

Equally  difficult  to  locate  in  acceptable  condition;  far 
finer  than  the  cleaned  example  in  the  Merkin  sale,  or 
the  “Fine”  Appleton  -  MHS  (1970,  lot  132)  coin.  Same 
comment  about  rarity  as  to  preceding.  (Photo) 

($60.-90.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

86  1787.  M.  9-D.  R-5  high,  almost  R-6.  Hand-cut  obv.  with 

triplet  leaves  and  paired  berries,  possibly  the  prototype 
from  which  the  hub  was  copied;  “goatee”  break.  Rev. 
Ms.  Liberty  holds  a  giant  wheat  ear;  eight  crosslets  in 
legends,  a  ninth  ends  ornamental  base  of  shield.  Very 
Fine,  obv.  not  well  struck  up  on  head,  die  probably 
relapped,  Medium  and  light  tan,  some  of  it  represent¬ 
ing  faded  lustre;  mint  clip  above  head  affecting  787, 
tops  of  TORI  off  flan.  As  fine  as  we  have  seen.  Ap¬ 
parently  ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($250.-up) 

87*  1787.  M.  9-E.  High  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Similar,  rev.  with 

blunt  star  ornaments,  no  colons.  Sufficient  detail  to 
justify  a  grade  of  VF,  but  very  shallowly  and  somewhat 
weakly  struck;  dark  very  minutely  granular  flan  with  a 
tiny  crack  at  edge  affecting  T  of  AUCTORI.  Probably 
a  little  rarer  than  the  9-D;  much  finer  than  the  Ap¬ 


pleton-MHS  (1973)  coin,  none  in  the  Bowers  Aug. 
1972  list  and  no  other  offered  in  some  years.  (Photo) 

($175.-225.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Extremely  Rare  1787/88 
Blundered  Overdate 

88  1787.  M.  9-R.  Low  R-7.  Same  obv.,  rev.  IND  ET  LIB 

with  overdate  (really  corrected  blunder)  1787  over 
1788!  Eleven  crosslets  in  legend,  two  more  as  finials 
on  base  and  top  of  shield,  and  four  more  altering  the 
wheat  ear  into  a  fanciful  bouquet.  Very  Fine,  usual 
shallow  strike  on  a  thin  flan  with  several  lamination 
defects,  beautifully  mottled  light  reddish  brown,  some 
of  the  color  representing  faded  lustre,  with  patches  of 
dark  green  patina.  It  is  possible  that  the  objective  grade 
is  well  above  VF  and  that  the  few  touches  of  what 
appears  to  be  wear  may  be  almost  entirely  weakness  of 
striking.  Far  and  away  above  lot  58,  Dr.  Ruby  Col¬ 
lection,  which  was  bid  up  to  $470  on  the  floor;  still 
farther  above  the  Norman  Bryant  coin,  graded  Fair 
or  the  VG  in  the  Bowers  list.  No  other  auction  record 
in  decades.  A  fantastic  example  of  this  extremely  rare 
type  coin,  desireable  not  only  for  the  unique  IND  ET 
LIB  spelling  (a  spacing  problem)  but  also  for  the 
blundered  overdate.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard,  Craige. 

(Photo)  ($500.-up) 

GROUP  II 

New  Hub,  Leaves  in  Triplets  with 
Paired  Berries,  Wheat  Ear  Reversal, 

Large  Letters,  Small  Dates 
Possibly  Finest  Known 

89  1787.  M.  11.1— E.  High  R-2,  possibly  R-3.  Obv.  four  blunt 

stars,  no  colons;  legend  close  except  NNE  which  are 
widely  spaced.  Rev.  6  blunt  stars,  no  colons.  Better 
than  VF,  probably  fully  EF  or  eveii  a  higher  grade 
but  weakly  struck;  light  olive,  some  of  it  faded  from 
mint  red  or  mint  lustre  around  letters,  several  small 
green  stains.  Far  above  that  in  the  Merkin  sale  or  the 
Appleton-MHS  (1970,  lot  133)  piece,  “VF”;  no  com¬ 
parable  example  auctioned  to  our  knowledge.  Finest 
we  have  seen.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard,  via  the  Bowers  Aug. 
1972  list,  well  into  three  figures.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

90*  1787.  M.  11.2-K.  R-4.  Similar  obv.,  but  CONNEC  about 

evenly  spaced,  star  away  from  mail;  rev.  *1 N  D  E* 
(head)  *ET  LIB*  with  blunt  5-pointed  stars.  With  the 
usual  break  at  CT.  Some  details  VF,  other  Fine;  struck 
unevenly  on  a  thick  planchet  (with  the  usual  minor 
defects,  the  most  serious  a  lamination  adjacent  to 
branch  hand)  which  has  attractively  patinated  from 
light  chocolate  to  brownish  red.  Not  quite  equal  to  the 
Crosby  Plate  coin,  but  at  least  a  match  for  all  others 
we  have  seen;  doubtless  in  the  Condition  Census.  The 
MHS  1970,  lot  134  coin  was  only  VG.  Ex  Henry  C. 
Miller  coll.,  Bowers  1972  list,  reportedly  via  Craige. 

(Photo)  ($100.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

91  1787.  M.  11.3-K.  R-8.  Similar  obv.,  A  U  and  O  R  far 

apart,  the  A  leaning  crazily  left;;  O  N  N  widely  spaced. 
Rev.  as  preceding.  Letters  on  obv.  suggest  Fine,  other 
details  more  like  VG;  weakly  struck  on  a  blank  with 
far  fewer  defects  than  usual,  patinated  to  rather  pale 
reddish  brown  and  dark  green.  With  the  heavy  break 
at  CO  which  forced  the  immediate  discard  of  the  die. 
Only  the  second  one  we  have  actually  seen;  the  mother 
one  is  the  discovery  coin,  in  the  ANS  museum  ex 
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Canfield  eslate,  from  which  Ihe  Miller  descrpilion  was 
taken,  and  it  is  also  a  low  grade.  Miller  thought  the 
variety  unique.  (Photo)  ($225.-300.) 


92*  1787.  M.  2-B.  R-3,  possibly  nearer  to  R-4.  No  punctuation 

either  side,  no  ornaments.  Very  Fine,  struck  on  a  thick 
flan  with  far  fewer  defects  than  usual — one  lamination 
on  cheek,  small  crack  at  bottom,  barely  missing  8  of 
date.  Patinated  light  to  medium  reddish  brown.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  condition  for  this  undervalued  type  pro¬ 
bably  of  Condition  Census  level,  better  than  any 
auctioned  in  decades,  possibly  very  slightly  exceeded 
by  one  in  the  Bowers  list  called  “EF,  weak  at  top,” 
though  we  have  not  heard  of  any  distinctly  better  one. 

(Photo)  ($100.-up) 

"Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


GROUP  m 

Same  Hubs,  Medium  Letters 

93  1787.  M.  10-E.  Near  R-7.  Six  crosslets  in  obv.  legend; 

first  O  double  punched  unpublished  break  through  tops 
of  CTOR.  Rev.  Die  of  9-E,  11.-1E,  broken  from  rim 
to  second  star,  reground  so  that  inner  foot  is  discon¬ 
nected  and  globe  lines  are  incomplete.  Many  details 
Fine,  few  others  nearer  to  VG,  everything  legible 
except  parts  of  date  and  IB  which  are  off  flan.  Struck 
on  an  oddly  patinated  blank  with  minor  granular  obv. 
defects,  one  or  two  small  laminations  on  either  side, 
as  made,  small  edge  dent  on  either  side.  Extremely 
rare;  three  are  impounded  in  ANS,  one  was  in  the  Dr. 
Hall  collection,  another  was  in  the  Miller  collection, 
another  (the  same  piece?)  in  the  Boyd  estate,  a  few 
others  survive  in  lower  grades.  Probably  of  Condition 
Census  level.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 


Possibly  Finest  Known 

94  1787.  M.  14-H.  R-4.  Pheons  (heraldic  arrowheads)  in 

legends  on  both  sides.  Differs  from  both  the  Crosby,  Dr. 
Hall  and  Miller  descriptions,  and  this  shows  an  extra 
pheon  after  ET  (smaller  and  fainter,  but  plain);  evident¬ 
ly  the  earliest  die  state.  Better  than  VF,  deep  red  glossy 
surfaces  suggest  a  grade  nearer  to  EF  than  VF,  faint 
touches  of  lustre  around  some  letters;  some  details 
close  to  EF,  others  nearer  to  VF.  Attribution  in  old 
white  ink  before  face.  As  fine  as  we  have  ever  seen, 
surely  high  Condition  Census,  possibly  finest  known 
Sharper  than  the  Crosby  Plate  coin,  or  that  in  the 
Merkin  1973  sale,  or  that  in  New  Netherlands  60th; 
far,  far  outclasses  the  “VF”  Appleton— MHS  coin 
(1970,  lot  137)  or  the  “Promised  Lands”  coin,  Fine,  at 
$145  on  the  floor.  The  Bowers  list  had  only  worn  ex¬ 
amples.  Ex  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  colls.  The  pheons  make 
this  an  important  type  coin,  as  this  is  the  only  variety 
showing  them.  (Photo)  ($275.-375.) 


94A  1787.  Another  M.  14-H,  this  one  from  the  usual  later  c 
state  in  which  clash  marks  from  shoulder  armor  ha 
obliterated  the  extra  pheon  after  ET.  Several  tiny  ri 
pits  near  ET,  few  others  in  obv.  legend.  Very  Fine 
better,  bold  impression  except  at  uppermost  of  ti 
three  grapevines  on  shield;  most  border  dentils  visibl 
Various  shades  of  reddish  brown,  devices  highlighte 
Usual  quota  of  planchet  defects,  mostly  on  obv  oi 
affecting  U,  another  at  nose.  Believed  ex  Norm; 

Biiya,n,  “I”  later  Bowers-  Oct.  1970,  Alan  Kessl 
coll.  (Photo)  ($200.-30( 


Very  Rare  Type  With  Branch 
Dividing  IN  DE 
Possibly  Finest  Known 

95  1787.  M.  5-P.  R-7.  Obv.  punctuated  with  three  periods; 

rev.  branch  hand  divides  IN  DE,  three  periods  in 
legend,  tiny  hand-cut  date;  this  peculiar  division  of  the 
legend  is  found  only  on  two  reverses,  P  &  Q  (follow¬ 
ing).  Some  devices  better  than  VG,  others  weaker  as 
struck;  everything  legible  though  EF  are  faint;  dark 
purplish  patina,  no  noticeable  nicks  or  scratches;  couple 
of  light  edge  planchet  defects  as  made.  Attribution  5P 
in  left  obv.  field,  M  at  right.  Exceedingly  rare  and 
apparently  unknown  finer!  The  ANS  coin  will  not 
grade  fully  Good;  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  New  Nether¬ 
lands  coin  is  pierced;  the  “Almost  Fine”  example  in  the 
Bowers  April  1972  list  is  much  weaker  than  the  present 
coins;  we  have  heard  of  three  other  worn  examples, 
and  that  is  all.  No  pedigree  came  with  this  piece,  but 
we  believe  it  to  be  the  Miller  coin,  especially  considering 
the  attribution  on  obverse.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

GROUP  IV 

Same  Hubs,  FUGIO  Type  Letters  And  Numerals. 

The  Extremely  Rare  1787/1877  IN  DE 
Possibly  Finest  Known 

96  1787.  M.  12-Q.  R-6.  Two  cinquefoils  in  legend;  CONNEC 

originally  misspelled  CONNC.,  the  EC  cut  over  C.  Rev. 
Branch  divides  IN  DE.  Cinquefoils  begin  and  end 
legend.  Date  blundered,  1787  over  1877.  Extremely 
Fine,  light  reddish  brown  natural  gloss,  one  obv.  and 
three  rev.  flan  defects,  one  affecting  first  7.  Minor 
local  weaknesses  attributable  to  heavy  quadruple  clash 
marks.  Probably  finest  known  of  this  great  rarity;  con¬ 
siderably  sharper  than  the  Norman  Bryant  coin  which 
was  called  EF,  the  ANS  coin,  or  the  Fine  piece  in  New 
Netherlands  51st  sale  which  was  then  thought  to  be 
the  finest.  Dr.  Ruby  had  only  a  VG  example,  which 
nevertheless  brought  $160  on  the  floor;  the  Bowers  list 
included  only  well  worn  examples.  It  is  dubious  if  as 
many  as  20  specimens  survive  in  all  grades,  but  it  is 
certain  that  the  vast  majority  are  much  worn.  (Photo) 

($500.-up) 


The  Three  CONNECT  Varieties 

97  1787.  M.  15-F.  R-4.  Obv.  AUCTORI  CONNECT  and 

seven  cinquefoils.  Rev.  INDE  ET  LIB  (B  corrected 
from  R)  with  eight  cinquefoils.  Almost  Extremely  Fine, 
light  warm  reddish  brown,  sharply  struck  except  on 
legs.  Several  small  planchet  defects  on  both  sides, 
couple  of  edge  cracks;  two  small  shallow  rim  dents,  of 
no  consequence.  (We  have  never  seen  one  of  this  var¬ 
iety  without  planchet  defects.)  Attribution  on  face, 
one  of  possibly  three  sharpest  specimens  known,  and 
this  is  considerably  finer  than  the  Craige  piece  pic¬ 
tured  in  Taxay,  or  lot  161  of  the  Merkin  Oct.  1973 
sale;  tied  with  the  Miller  Plate  example.  From  the 
Bowers  list,  well  into  three  figures;  earlier,  believed 
ex  Dr.  Hall,  Brand.  (Photo)  ($250.-up) 

Superb  Condition  1787  M.  15-F 

97A  1787.  Another  M.  15-F,  obv.  rusted  and  with  various  other 
light  die  flaws.  Rev.  Rusted  and  cracked  from  rim  to 
top  of  head,  this  crack  unknown  to  Miller.  Difficult  to 
grade,  this  has  seme  details  of  apparently  practically 
full  original  sharpness,  others  very  weak  as  struck  on 
an  unusually  thin  planchet,  affecting  CTORI  and 
INDE  with  adjacent  cinquefoils  and  1  of  date.  Light 
brown  with  faded  mint  lustre  and  traces  of  original 
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red.  There  are  a  couple  of  patches  of  purplish  patina 
in  rev.  field.  It  is  unlikely  that  this  piece  was  in  cir¬ 
culation  for  more  than  a  few  hours  if  at  all;  its  tech¬ 
nical  grade  (based  entirely  on  amount  of  wear  or 
other  after-striking  impairment)  WOULD  HAVE  TO 
BE  L'NCIRCULATED  though  this  weakness  of  strik¬ 
ing  might  deceive  the  i  lexperienced  (as  it  did  the  dealer 
from  whom  this  was  bought  many  years  ago).  (Photo) 

($750.-up) 

Possibly  Finest  Known  OF  The  Ex.  Rare 
CONNECT  1787/88  IND  ET  LIB 

98  1787.  M.  15-R.  High  R-7.  CONNECT/IND  ET  LIB,  over¬ 

date  1787/88.  two  crocks  from  rim  to  branch.  Many 
details  Very  Fine,  others  Fine  or  better,  as  struck;  one 
tiny  rim  nick  but  no  other  scratches  or  dents.  Several 
minor  edge  planchet  defects,  as  made.  Dark  green  and 
dark  brown.  By  far  the  rarest  of  the  three  CONNECT 
varieties,  and  the  rarest  of  the  varieties  with  this  blund¬ 
ered  reverse.  It  is  also  beyond  doubt  one  of  the  finest 
known,  if  not  the  absolute  finest.  Besides  the  present 
coin,  we  have  seen  one  (worn)  in  ANS  and  another 
in  the  Mass  Historical  Society,  which  coin — graded 
“EF”  but  not  as  sharp  as  the  present  coin — brought  a 
healthy  $1,200  as  lot  46  of  the  Stack  March  1973 
auction!  We  have  head  of  two  other  examples,  both 
well  worn,  one  the  Miller  piece  in  the  Bowers  April 
1972  list,  which  means  presumably  four  in  collectors’ 
hands,  this  one  the  sharpest.  (Photo)  ($800.-up) 

The  Very  Rare  “Fatal  Break”  CONNECT  with  INDL 

99  1787.  M.  15-S.  Nearly  or  quite  R-7.  CONNECT  obverse. 

rev.  INDL  ET  LIB  with  the  well-known  “Fatal 
Break”,  a  massive  “cud”  or  triangular  lump  where  a 
piece  fell  out  of  the  die,  affecting  IB  and  probably  at 
least  one  cinquefoil.  Periods  and  cinquefoil  change 
the  wheat  ear  to  a  bouquet.  This  flatly  struck  piece  is 
hard  to  grade;  some  few  details  (lower  reverse,  mostly) 
better  than  Fine,  surfaces  likewise  (reddish  brown,  de¬ 
vices  highlighted  in  pale  steel),  other  details  better 
than  VG.  Fewer  defects  than  usual  on  CONNECT 
coins.  Everything  clear  except  E  on  obv.  (as  always- 
from  the  heavy  rev.  break,  which  took  up  too  much 
metal  for  the  E  to  show),  though  tops  of  UCTO  are 
off  flan,  and  the  cinquefoil  after  INDL  is  weakly 
struck.  All  three  grapevines  on  shield  can  be  made  out. 
Extremely  rare,  possibly  still  within  the  R-7  level,  and 
certainly  one  of  the  better  examples.  Finer  than  the 
Miller  Plate  coin,  which  is  saying  a  lot;  possibly 
slightly  finer  than  the  Appleton- — MHS  coin  in  the 
Stack  March  1973  sale.  Considerably  finer  than  the 
other  Appleton  coin  (1970,  lot  138  “G-VG”)  or  the 
two  ANS  examples  or  either  of  the  two  Dr.  Hall  speci¬ 
mens.  We  have  heard  of  one  other  in  similar  condition 
to  the  present  coin,  but  none  finer;  the  two  others  to 
have  been  “cherrypicked”  in  recent  years  were  more 
worn.  One  of  the  most  famous  of  all  Connecticut 
varieties,  and  one  of  the  most  distinctive  type  coins. 

(Photo)  ($300.-up) 

“COMPANY  FOR  COINING  COPPERS”, 

(continued) 

Draped  Bust  Left  Design 

Many  Draped  Bust  1787  coppers  are  known  than  of  all  other 
types  put  together  for  all  four  dates.  The  difficulty  in  attributing 
these  in  die  variety  and  to  mint — aside  from  the  inadequacy  of 
Miller’s  descriptions  of  some  pieces  of  which  only  badly  worn 
specimens  were  available — is  the  extremely  extensive  die-linkage 
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and  the  fact  that  Miller  neglected  the  major  naked-eye  differ¬ 
ences:  large  and  small  letters,  large  and  small  dates.  To  obtain 
some  kind  of  rational  picture  of  this  complicated  series,  ultimately 
to  make  a  sequence  which  fits  the  historical  picture,  we  hhave  to 
begin  with  the  reasonable  assumption  that  the  coins  most  similar 
to  those  of  1786  presumably  came  first,  and  those  die-linked  to 
1788  varieties  came  last.  This  would  immediately  imply  that  the 
pieces  with  smaller  letters,  larger  dates  with  tapered  7’s  (having 
broken  or  rounded  corner)  and  a  large  8  often  open  at  top,  cin¬ 
quefoil  and  fleuron  ornaments,  all  punch-linked  with  the  FUGIO 
cents,  must  have  come  later,  and  these  in  fact  we  later  attribute 
to  Jarvis’s  Mint,  earlier  called  New  Haven  II. 

This  leaves  the  New  Haven  I  mint  or  “Company  for  Coining 
Coppers”  as  responsible  for  the  coppers  punch-linked  with  the 
1786  draped  bust  coins:  large  letters,  blunt  star  ornaments,  small 
dates.  It  will  be  worthwhile  to  segregate  these  varieties  and  those 
die-lined  with  them  and  see  what  happens. 

We  need  not  expect,  and  in  fact  do  not  find,  a  total  demarca¬ 
tion  between  the  “Company  for  Coining  Coppers”  and  the  Jarvis 
products,  especially  as  the  same  hubs  were  used  on  both.  This 
corresponds  to  the  fact,  recorded  by  Crosby,  that  the  Company 
underwent  several  successive  reorganizations  and  personnel  shifts 
Jan. -June  1,  1787,  culminating  in  Jarvis’s  acquiring  control  by 
buying  out  the  original  franchise-holders’  interest  in  part  or 
whole.  As  Jarvis  was  not  authorized  by  the  state  legislature  to 
coin  Connecticut  coppers,  the  franchise  was  legally  at  an  end  (no 
provision  for  successors  to  original  franchise  holders  being  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  authorizing  act).  The  Jarvis  Mint  was  intended  to 
make  over  30,000,000  FUGIO  cents  for  the  federal  government, 
but  was  not  legally  entitled  to  coin  Connecticut  coppers.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  evidence  is  clear  that  Jarvis  &  Co.  used  the  same 
copper,  the  same  presses,  punches,  and  some  of  the  same  work¬ 
men,  to  coin  its  token  398,577  FUGIO  cents  and  probably  well 
over  3,000,000  Connecticuts. 

The  groups  appear  to  have  come  in  approximately  this  order: 

I.  Large  letters.  Small  dates. 

A.  Blunt  star  ornaments  only.  18  vars.,  from  11  obverse  and 
12  reverse  dies. 

B.  Crosses  on  obverse.  Blunt  stars  on  reverse.  M.  25-m,  26- 
kk.l. 

II.  Large  letters.  Larger  dates  as  on  FUGIO  cents. 

A.  Blunt  obverse  Stars.  Crosses  on  reverse  M.  29.1-a.2.  Ob¬ 
verse  of  1786. 

B.  Crosses  both  sides,  without  or  with  dots  or  dashes.  7  var. 
from  6  pairs  of  dies. 

III.  Small  letters,  larger  dates,  all  as  on  Fugio  cents. 

We  may  take  the  parenthesized  Group  III  above  as  including 
the  Jarvis  M  at  coins;  the  demarcation  is  clearer  here  than  any¬ 
where  else,  the  punch-linkage  with  the  FUGIO  cents  is  most 
complete.  Only  three  varieties  with  small  small  letter  obverses 
have  older  Company  reverses  (M.  37.6 — B.  37.8 — LL,  37.12 — LL), 
these  apparently  1788  products  using  any  old  leftover  dies  that 
could  be  located;  not  impossibly  made  after  Sept.  1788  in  Machin’s 
Mill. 

Crosby,  p.  223,  quotes  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  (James 
Wadsworth  and  Daniel  Holbrook)  as  reporting  to  the  Connecticut 
legislature  as  of  April  9,  1789  that  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
had  looked  at  some  28,944  lbs.  of  coined  coppers,  estimated  at 
18  per  shilling,  made  by  the  Company  for  Coining  Coppers  be¬ 
tween  Nov.  12,  1785  and  June  1,  1787  at  which  time  Jarvis  had 
bought  his  majority  interest  in  the  mint  and  it  ceased  legal  coinage 
of  Connecticut  coppers.  At  the  legal  weight  of  6  dwt  =  144  grains 
a  piece,  some  1,407,000  coppers  dated  1785-87  were  coined  by 
this  mint. 

This  figure  can  be  partly  broken  down:  the  Committee  of 
Inspection,  as  of  May  3,  1787,  certified  to  having  inspected  some 
10,512  lbs.  of  coppers  “  and  approved  thereof  for  Circulation” 
(documents  reproduced  in  Colonial  Newsletter,  October  1973, 
p.  412),  which  comes  out  to  51  1.036  coppers,  May  9,  1786  through 
May  9,  1787.  It  would  be  easy  to  subtract  this  figure  from  1,407,- 
000  to  obtain  895,964  as  the  mintage  from  Nov.  1785  (first  re- 
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ported  for  inspection  Feb.  9,  1786)  through  May  9,  1786,  which 
would  therefore  comprise  all  the  1785’s  and  probably  some  1786’s; 
unfortunately,  this  procedure  would  make  the  incorrect  assump¬ 
tion  that  none  were  coined  through  the  remainder  of  May  1787. 
Further  breakdown  can  only  come  with  the  discovery  of  other 
inspection  certificates. 

GROUP  I-A 

Large  Letters,  Small  Dates,  Blunt  Star  Ornaments  Only. 

100*  1787.  M.  16.1-m.  R-3.  Heavily  strengthened  armor.  No 

rev.  colons;  ET-LIB  hyphenated.  Better  than  Very 
Fine,  centers  not  as  well  struck  up  as  remainder; 
natural  reddish  brown  gloss;  planchet  free  of  all  but 
the  most  trivial  original  defects,  no  nicks  or  scratches. 
Attribution  on  face.  Possibly  a  little  finer  than  lot  162 
of  the  Merkin  sale;  similar  in  quality  to  lot  338,  New 
Netherlands  60th  sale,  but  no  finer  example  has  been 
offered  to  our  knowledge.  From  the  handwriting  of  the 
attribution,  apparently  ex  Miller  coll.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

101*  1787.  M.  16.2-NN.l.  High  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Obv.  A 

about  equally  far  from  bust  and  U  TORI  too  close,  I 
low.  Rev.  Lower  colon  dot  serves  as  a  leaf;  dot  be¬ 
tween  IT.LIB:  Some  details  VF,  others  Fine,  surfaces 
more  like  VF  or  better,  in  several  shades  of  brown, 
flan  unusually  free  of  defects.  At  least  equal  to 
Stearns  179,  considerably  finer  than  lot  14,  Norman 
Bryant  coll.,  no  other  auction  records  in  recent  years. 

(Photo)  ($200.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Rare  M.  16.4-N 

102  1787.  M.  16.4-n.  R-6.  A  almost  touches  drapery.  Rev. 

Small  8  broken  at  top;  T  too  high  in  ET-LIB:  Naturally 
glossy  rich  brown  surfaces  suggestive  of  VF  grade, 
weakly  struck  with  some  details  Fine,  others  more  like 
VG;  DE  and  date  weak.  Attribution  16  5/n  (!)  on 
face,  in  what  looks  like  Miller’s  script.  Very  rare,  no 
auction  records  in  many  years.  (Photo)  ($275.-up) 

103  1787.  M.  16.5-n.  R-4,  possibly  R-5.  “Broken  nose”  (a  mere 

ridge,  separate  from  cheek);  drapery  heavily  reworked 
around  clasp;  break  into  field  from  base  of  A.  Sur¬ 
faces  similar  to  last,  suggesting  VF  grade;  many  details 
of  VF  sharpness,  others  more  like  Fine.  Apparently 
one  of  the  best  known;  better  than  the  Dr.  Hall  piece 
or  either  of  the  two  ANS  coins,  and  the  Appleton- 
MHS  coin  was  only  Good  to  VG.  No  other  auction 
record  in  decades.  Ex  Bowers  list,  1972,  as  VF. 

(Photo)  ($100.-up) 

The  Historic  Very  Rare  1887  M.  16.5-p 

104  1787.  M.  16.5-p.  High  R-7.  Rev.  with  5  stars  but  no 

colons;  very  wide  date.  Some  details  of  VF  sharpness, 
other  weaker,  some  of  the  weakness  due  to  mutually 
obliterative  double  striking;  pleasing  light  brown;  small 
mint  clip  affecting  tops  of  ET.  This  is  the  apparently 
unique  specimen  which  led  Miller  to  the  erroneous 
listing  16.5-u  (“Apparently  recut  from  .  .  .  rev.  p,  the 
stars  having  the  appearance  of  trefoils.  Letters  all 
badly  formed  and  double  cut.  Arm  holding  branch 
consists  of  two  parallel  lines.  Date  weaker  than  in 
reverse  p  and  date-lines  further  apart.  Only  one  speci¬ 
men  known.”)  But  even  as  an  ordinary  16.5-u  (if  any 
specimen  of  this  exceedingly  rare  variety  could  be 
considered  as  “ordinary”)  this  would  be  a  great  prize. 
None  in  ANS  in  any  grade;  no  auction  records  in  any 
grade;  none  on  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972  list.  Of  historic 
importance,  clearing  up  an  error  which  has  been  in 
print  for  55  years.  (Photo)  ($325.-500  ) 


Possibly  Finest  Known 

105  1787.  M.  16.  6-NN.2.  Nearly  or  quite  R-7.  First  colon 

about  touches  forelock.  Rev.  Similar  to  NN.l  but 
date  further  left,  1  directly  below  foot;  baseline  triple 
and  partly  quadruple.  Surfaces  with  natural  variegated 
brown  gloss,  suggesting  VF,  few  shallow  manufactur¬ 
ing  defects;  some  details  VF,  others  Fine.  Finest  we 
have  seen  of  this  great  rarity;  finer  than  the  Dr.  Hal] 
or  ANS  coins.  The  other  in  the  Bowers  list  was  only 
VG  but  went  well  into  three  figures;  the  Mass.  His¬ 
torical  Society  coin,  lot  48,  was  not  fully  Good. 

(Photo)  ($350.-up) 

106*  1787.  M.  28-m.  R-3.  Armor  and  parts  of  drapery  re¬ 

worked  on  die.  Most  details  VF,  a  few  somewhat  short 
of  it;  obv.  with  old  and  faint  abrasions,  rev.  seamed  by 
parallel  planchet  defects  but  bold.  Equal  to  lot  167 
of  the  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale,  finer  than  the  Miller 
Plate  coin;;  oddly,  very  few  others  above  VG,  the 
vast  majority  being  Fair  to  Good.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

107  1787.  M.  28-n.  High  R-7.  Surfaces  better  than  VF,  some 

details  VF,  others  Fine,  the  usual  uneven  strike.  Light 
brown,  several  of  the  usual  parallel  planchet  defects. 
This  obv.  must  have  been  discarded  shortly  afterwards, 
as  there  is  an  unpublished  break  and  swelling  from 
ribbon  knot  through  neck.  Extremely  rare,  seldom 
seen  in  any  grade;  one  in  ANS,  one  in  the  Dr.  Hall 
collection  (this  one?),  one  in  Norweb  coll.,  a  worn 
one  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list,  no  auction  record 
in  many  years.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

108  1787.  M.  28-0.  High  R-7.  B  very  low;  break  from  pole 

hand  to  middle  serif  of  F,  another  joins  TL.  Very 
uneven  weak  strike,  some  details  better  than  Fine, 
others  more  like  Good,  AUCT  very  weak;  light  brown, 
patches  of  brick  red  patina;  few  nicks,  almost  free  of 
flan  defects.  Extremely  rare,  unknown  to  Dr.  Hall; 
one  in  ANS  (also  low  grade),  a  still  lower  grade  ex¬ 
ample  in  the  Appleton  -  MHS  collection,  lot  48,  but 
no  other  auction  record.  (Photo)  ($250.-350.) 

109  1787.  M.  29.1-n.  Borderline  R-7.  Obv.  1786  die  7.  (com¬ 

pared  with  29.2,  last  star  is  in  normal  position,  O 
away  from  head,  the  normal  two  ribbon  ends;  elongated 
berries  in  wreath.)  Some  details  Fine,  others  weak, 
especially  on  reverse  and  at  lower  drapery;  surfaces 
consistent  with  a  Fine  grade.  One  small  flan  defect  at 
bottom  obverse.  No  previous  auction  record;  one  in 
ANS,  Dr.  Hall  had  another.  Possibly  this  is  fully  R-7. 

(Photo)  ($300.-up) 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

110  1787.  M.  29.1-p.  High  R-6.  Very  Fine,  lower  reveerse  not 

as  well  struck  up  as  the  remainder;  light  warm  brown. 
Attribution  in  red  ink  on  face.  No  auction  record; 
that  in  the  Bowers  list  was  only  Good  to  VG.  We  have 
not  seen  a  finer  example.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige,  who  was 
only  beginning  (as  he  told  me  shortly  before  his 
death)  to  add  the  attribution  to  his  Connecticuts  in  the 
manner  of  Dr.  Hall  and  Henry  Clay  Miller.  (Photo) 

($325.-up) 

111  1787.  M.  29.2-N.  High  R-7.  Last  star  between  toga  folds; 

four  ribbon  ends  (hub  entered  die  blank  twice  in  im¬ 
perfect  alignment,  same  principle  as  the  1955  double 
die  cent).  Many  details  Fine,  others  VG;  planchet  with 
many  minute  defects;  date  and  tops  of  INDE  weak. 
Dr.  Hall  never  saw  the  variety;  ANS  has  one  in  poor 
condition;  both  in  the  Bowers  1972  lists  were  worn, 
but  still  went  into  three  figures;  no  auction  record. 
The  present  coin  is  finest  seen,  though  we  have  heard 
of  one  other,  grade  not  specified.  (Photo)  ($350.-up) 
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112  1787.  M.  29.2-0.  Nearly  or  quite  R-7.  Obv.  reground, 

weakening  stars;  blade-like  die  defect  enters  upper 
part  of  eye.  Fine,  some  details  weakly  struck;  purplish 
brown,  devices  highlighted  in  pale  steel.  Possibly  well 
up  into  the  R-7  level;  no  auction  record  in  any  grade. 

(Photo)  ($275.-up) 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

113  1787.  M.  40-N.  R-7.  AUCTOPI  without  colons;  heavy 

clash  mark  from  E  of  INDE,  probably  from  rev.  kk.l 
(see  below);  E  of  INDE  heavily  double  puched.  Very 
Fine  plus,  very  bold  except  at  date  and  parts  of  re¬ 
verse  drapery;  one  plain,  rather  small  planchet  defect 
on  either  side.  Possibly  finest  known  of  this  extreme 
rarity;  finer  than  the  Miller  Plate  coin,  very  much  better 
than  the  only  other  one  for  which  an  auction  record  is 
known  (Dr.  Ruby.  lot  53,  with  heavy  crack  through 
final  C)  or  than  ANS’s.  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

114*  1787.  M.  40-kk.l.  High  R-6.  AUCTOPI/ETIIB:*  with 

colon  dot  on  shield.  Some  obv.  details  Fine,  the  rest 
VG,  weak  strike  on  a  planchet  with  two  heavy  manu¬ 
facturing  defects.  The  Dr.  Hall  and  ANS  coins  were 
in  low  grades  too;  no  auction  record.  Possibly  R-7. 

(Photo)  ($200.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

115  1787.  M.  41. ii.  R-4.  AUCTOPI/ETIIB:  without  final  star; 

three  long  tones,  outlined  sash— ends,  many  extremely 
fine  parallel  wrinkles  in  drapery.  Almost  Extremely 
Fine,  very  bold,  some  details  of  full  EF  sharpness; 
lustrous  reddish  brown  surfaces,  small  x  pin  scratched 
in  field.  Finest  we  have  seen,  finer  than  the  ANS,  Dr. 
Hall,  Miller  Plate,  Merkin  10/73,  or  Dr.  Black — New 
Netherlands  60th  Sale  coins.  Possibly  the  example 
from  the  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($140.-175.) 

116  1787.  M.  42-o.  High  R-7,  nearly  R-8.  AUCTOPI:  CON¬ 

NECT  with  final  colon  dot  in  drapery;  break  to  top 
of  wreath.  Some  details  VG,  others  Good,  dark  matte 
surface,  no  noticeable  nicks,  scratches  or  other  de¬ 
fects.  None  in  ANS,  no  auction  record;  possibly  the 
Dr.  Hall  coin.  Rarest  of  the  AUCTOPI  coins,  (re¬ 
member  that  the  only  ones  ordinarily  obtainable  have 
ETIIB:  any  AUCTOPI  or  AUCTORI  with  ETLIB  is 
automatically  extreme  rarity,  no  matter  what  the  red 
book  says.)  (Photo)  ($225.-up) 

117*  1787.  M.  42-kk.2.  R-3.  AUCTOPI/ETIIB:*  with  large 

hand-engraved  date.  Better  than  Fine,  some  details 
nearer  to  VF,  pleasingly  variegated  light  and  dark 
browns;  shallow  rey,  rim  dent,  no  other  significant 
defect,  no  notable  planchet  flaws.  The  twin  of  the 
Crosby  Plate  coin,  which  was  included  in  lot  103,  New 
Netherlands  60th  sale.  Most  of  the  survivors  are  in 
Good  or  thereabouts.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  I-B 

Large  Letters,  Small  Dates  Obv. 

Crosses,  Rev.  Blunt  Stars. 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

118  1787.  M.  25-m.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Dots  in  angles  of 

first  cross,  dashes  in  angles  of  third.  Some  details  of 
Ex.  Fine  sharpness,  others  more  like  VF,  lower  part 
of  drapery  and  upper  seated  figure  weaker  with  or¬ 
iginal  planchet  granularity  showing  through;  light 
brown,  some  of  it  faded  from  mint  red,  traces  of  mint 
color  around  some  letters.  Beautiful  and  probably  fin¬ 


est  known  of  this  this  great  rarity.  No  auction  record. 

Finer  than  the  ANS  or  Dr.  Hall  coins;  from  the 
Bowers  list  at  well  into  three  figures.  Earlier  source 
conjectural;  from  the  general  appearance,  may  have 
been  from  the  Stepney  Hoard  before  the  1951  in¬ 
ventory,  via  Craige.  (Photo)  ($475.-600.) 

119*  1787.  M.  26-kk.l.  R-6.  Rev.  ETIBB;  breaks  through  obv. 

drapery.  Some  details  Fine,  others  VG,  dark  green 
matte  patina  with  some  light  porosity.  Oddly,  no 
auction  records.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  1 1- A 

Large  Letters.  Large  Dates  Obv. 

Blunt  Stars,  Rev.  Crosses 

120  1787.  M.29.1-a.2.  High  R-7,  nearly  R-8.  Note  rev.  T 

lacking  left  base;  obv.  is  1786  die  7,  Very  Fine,  usual 
uneven  strike,  parts  of  upper  obv.  and  lower  rev.  more 
like  Fine;  interestingly  mottled  dark  green  and  steel 
surfaces  consistent  with  a  VF  grade.  None  in  ANS, 
no  auction  record  in  any  grade  in  decades;  possibly 
the  Dr.  Hall  coin,  unless  that  is  Norweb's.  (Photo) 

($475.-600.) 

GROUP  II-B 

Large  Letters,  Larger  Dates,  Crosses  On  Both  Sides 

Finest  Known 

121  1787.  M.  20-a.2.  R-4,  possibly  R-5.  Two  crosses  flank 

wreath,  both  with  dots  in  angles.  Apparently  without 
more  than  the  faintest  traces  of  wear,  though  unevenly 
struck;  Extremely  Fine  would  be  conservative  for  this 
extraordinary  coin.  Natural  light  reddish  brown  gloss, 
some  of  it  faded  from  mint  color,  traces  of  mint  red 
around  letters.  Finest  known  to  us,  much  better  than 
the  ANS  coin;  the  Appleton-MHS  coin  was  only  VG, 
Norman  Bryant’s  still  worse,  etc.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard. 

(Photo)  ($250.-350.) 

122*  1787.  M.  25-b.  R-4.  Upper  rev.  crosses  dashed;  B  lacks 

lower  serif.  Most  all  details  of  Extremely  Fine  sharp¬ 
ness,  others  struck  weaker;  surfaces  richly  mottled 
brown  consistent  with  Extremely  Fine  grade;  no 
significant  nicks  or  scratches;  only  very  minor  planchet 
defects.  Attribution  on  face.  Second  in  our  experience 
only  to  the  unlocated  Crosby  Plate  coin,  slightly  less 
sharply  struck;  superior  to  lot  166  of  the  Merkin  Oct. 
1973  sale,  or  any  other  auctioned  to  our  knowledge. 

(Photo)  ($150.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Exceptional  M.  26-a.l. 

123  1787.  M.  26-a.l.  R-6.  Ephemeral  recombination  of  two 

dies  seen  elsewhere;  breaks  through  drapery  advanced, 
rust  in  lower  obv.  field,  cracks  through  foot  and  top 
of  date,  through  L  to  rim,  through  top  of  pole  to 
cross,  etc.  Many  details  better  than  VF  sharpness, 
others  weaker  as  struck;  light  olive  and  light  tan,  some 
of  it  apparently  faded  from  mint  color,  with  faint 
lustre  visible  around  some  letters.  Small  mint  clip 
above  RI;  the  planchet  narrow  so  that  tops  of  AUCTO 
are  off  flan.  Exceptionally  choice  for  this  rarity,  finest 
we  have  seen  or  head  of.  Nor  recent  auction  record  in 
any  grade.  Apparently  ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo) 

($450.-up) 

123A  1787.  Another  M.  26-a.l,  somewhat  later  die  state:  the 
crack  from  pole  to  cross  is  flanked  by  heavy  die  failure, 
the  other  cracks  are  heavier  and  there  is  another  from 
foot  through  tops  of  1ND.  Final  letter  now  looks  more 
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than  every  like  an  R.  This  very  late  and  very  rare  die 
state  probably  accounts  for  Crosby’s  unlraced  “26-B", 
retained  in  the  Miller  list  as  26-bb.  Few  details  close 
to  Very  Fine,  others  Fine,  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  weak; 
pleasing  light  brown,  slightly  granular  on  the  weak 
areas,  no  defect  worth  mention.  Small  mint  clip  af¬ 
fecting  top  of  pole.  (Photo)  ($375.-up) 

124*  1787.  M.  26-AA.  R-4.  Obv.  as  last,  possibly  a  little  earlier 

state;  rev.  with  three  dots  at  first  cross,  dash  at  third. 
Many  details  of  VF  sharpness,  other  struck  weaker  as 
usual;  various  shades  of  brown,  device  highlighted, 
consistent  in  surface  quality  with  VF  grade.  Two  very 
small  rev.  nicks;  trivial  lamination  defects.  As  fine  as 
we  have  seen  in  many  years.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Possibly  Finest  Known 

125  1787.  M.  27-a.l.  Almost  R-7,  possibly  just  makes  that 

level.  Four  crosses,  no  dots  or  dashes;  rev.  not  cracked 
at  date,  much  earlier  states  of  other  cracks.  Some  de¬ 
tails  almost  or  quite  VF,  others  more  like  Fine,  weak¬ 
ly  struck  though  everything  is  plain;  better  looking 
than  it  sounds  despite  a  light  obv.  rim  dent.  About 
tied  with  the  Miller  Plate  coin;  no  other  equal  one 
seen  in  many  years.  ANS’s  is  worse,  and  there  are  no 
auction  records  in  any  grades  for  this  extreme  rarity. 
From  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972  list,  possibly  earlier  ex 
Craige.  (Photo)  ($325.-425.) 

126*  1787.  M.  56-BB.  R-5  high.  First  cross  dotted,  others 

dashed;  ETLIB-  with  four  crosses.  Some  details  of 
Extremely  Fine  sharpness,  others  VF.  rev.  a  little 
weaker  as  always;  dark  mottled  surfaces,  devices  high¬ 
lighted,  consistent  with  a  VF  grade;  plain  obv.  lamina¬ 
tion  defect,  nothing  else  of  consequence.  Considerably 
finer  than  the  Miller  plate  coin;  Dr.  Ruby’s  was  only 
VG,  the  two  ANS  examples  nothing  especially  great 
in  condition.  If  this  is  not  the  Stepney  Hoard  piece, 
it  is  at  least  its  equal.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Possibly  Finest  Known 

127  1787.  M.  47-a.3.  High  R-7.  First  cross  dotted,  two  more 

dashed.  Rev.  IN  lean  far  to  left,  B  lacks  lower  serif. 
Strictly  Fine,  some  obv.  details  nearly  or  quite  VF; 
only  trivial  defects.  The  only  one  we  have  seen  outside 
ANS,  though  presumably  Miller  had  one,  and  as  Dr. 
Hall  described  the  obverse  but  not  the  reverse,  pre¬ 
sumably  he  must  have  had  a  badly  worn  example.  That 
accounts  for  four  examples;  it  is  unlikely  that  even  two 
others  survive  in  any  grade.  Probably  finest  known. 
<Photo)  ($350.-450.) 


JARVIS  &  CO.  (NEW  HAVEN  II) 
Draped  Bust  Design,  Small  Letters 


The  inception  date  of  this  mint  may  be  taken  as  June  1,  1787, 

when  James  Jarvis,  the  holder  of  a  federal  contract  to  coin 

rpnro  ‘  TV aCqUlred  a  majority  (5634%)  Of  the  stock  of  the 
reorgamzed  Company  for  Coining  Coppers.”  At  that  date  the 

ce  3T’  T  °neer  °fera'ed  by  the  0ri8inal  franchise  holders, 
Tarvs  (9/e,afitC0Maf  r  C°nneclicut  C°PP^;  the  owners,  James 
Goodrich  If /I M3  LeaVenworth  Abel  Buel  (>/8)  and  John 
S  the  snn/  '  ’  Were  °r8aniZed  t0  make  FUGIO  coinS)  dismiss_ 
enezlr  Chh  H°ry  ,COmm;‘tee  °f  lnsPecti°n  (David  Austin,  Eb- 
outnut  frfh  ‘enden’,  Isaac  Beers)-  However,  they  redoubled  their 

cents  (some  S  ms,tead’  del'vermg  one  load  of  FUGIO 

(some  398,577  pieces)  to  the  federal  authorities.  This  mint’s 


product  is  identified  by  the  distinctive  smaller  letters  than  any 
previously  in  use,  the  F,  U.  I  and  O  punches  (the  F  usually  but 
not  always  corrected  to  E  in  the  working  dies)  being  identical  on 
its  Connecticuts  and  on  its  FUGIO  obverses;  the  dates  are  identi¬ 
cal,  and  both  classes  of  coins  shade  the  same  large  and  small 
fleurons  and  cinquefoil  ornaments.  The  copper  is  of  much  the 
same  texture  as  well. 

Reasons  for  this  highly  irregular  procedure,  which  was  to 
result  in  the  federal  governments  suing  Jarvic  for  some  $20,000 
for  default,  are  not  far  to  seek.  Connecticut  coppers  were  a  readily 
accepted  article  in  trade  and  would  yield  a  living  while  pre¬ 
parations  were  in  progress  for  the  projected  (castles-in-Spain) 
mintage  of  over  30,000,000  FUGIO  coppers.  Jarvis  obtained 
some  71,1741/2  lbs.  of  copper  from  the  government  at  11  pence 
sterling  per  lb.,  for  which  he  did  not  pay  a  cent;  in  his  absence, 
to  show  good  faith,  representatives  of  his  mint  in  May  1788  de¬ 
livered  some  398,577  FUGIO  cents  weighing  8,968  lbs.  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  In  the  meantime,  with  Jarvis’s 
consent,  the  mint  people  under  Jarvis’s  father-in-law  Samuel 
Broome  and  his  partner  Jeremiah  Platt,  coined  the  remaining 
62,2061/2  lbs.  of  copper  into  Connecticut  coins,  strictly  contrary 
to  contract.  If  these  weighed  the  legal  144  grains  each,  they 
would  have  comprised  some  3,023,927  pieces;  Crosby  indicates 
that  they  are  usually  a  little  lightweight,  so  that  the  total  issue 
from  Jarvis  &  Co.  may  have  been  as  high  as  31/2  million  or 
more. 

A  first  Buel  may  have  supervised  diemaking  operations,  but 
it  is  almost  certain  that  he  spent  almost  no  time  at  the  mint 
especially  after  the  fraud  had  begun  of  making  Connecticuts  using 
federal  copper — Buel  had  already  been  in  enough  trouble  with 
the  law  in  his  earlier  years,  having  a  cropped  ear  and  a  brand 
mark  to  show  for  it.  In  view  of  the  frequent  blundered  dies,  pro¬ 
bably  only  apprentices  and  ordinary  laborers  completed  the  dies 
from  Buel  s  hubs.  As  of  Sept.  16,  1788  Congress  voided  the  de¬ 
faulted  FUGIO  contract,  leaving  Jarvis  &  Co.  with  no  legal 
status  whatever  save  that  Buel  retained  a  %  share  of  the  original 
franchise  to  make  Connecticut  coppers.  Realizing  that  the  federal 
authorities  might  come  after  him  because  of  the  use  of  federal 
copper  to  make  Connecticut  coins  on  Jan  21,  1789,  he  deeded 
his  house  to  James  Jarvis  and  his  share  in  the  franchise  to  his  son 
Benjamin,  including  the  mailed  bust  left  hub  with  triple  leaves, 
and  left  for  England,  not  to  return  until  1791.  In  the  meantime’ 
Jarvis  and  Samuel  Broome  went  to  Paris  to  try  to  set  up  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  Boulton’s  mint. 

At  some  unknown  date  after  September  16,  1788,  represent¬ 
atives  of  Machin’s  Mills  bought  the  remaining  equipment  of 
Jarvis  &  Co.,  including  presses,  the  draped  bust  hub  and  its  cor¬ 
responding  reverse  (both  now  in  barely  usable  condition),  several 
completed  dies  and  punches— accounting  for  such  odd  combina¬ 
tions  as  1788  M.  16.1-D,  which  mules  a  typical  Jarvis  obverse  of 
latest  style  with  one  of  Atlee’s  Machin’s  Mill  dies  earlier  found 
with  a  GEORGIVS  III  REX  obverse. 

As  of  June  20,  1789,  any  and  all  former  legal  coiners’  fran¬ 
chises  were  suspended  indefinitely  by  a  show-cause  order  passed 
by  the  Connecticut  State  Assembly. 

The  mint  location  is  not  precisely  known.  Crosby  (p.  210) 
quoted  one  Henry  Meigs  (1854)  as  having  visited  a  mint  in  New 
Haven  while  it  was  making  Connecticut  coppers  in  1788,  which 
date  if  accurate  can  only  refer  to  Jarvis  &  Co.  Earlier  mints  had 
already  ceased  operation,  except  for  Machin’s  Mills  and  pos¬ 
sibly  Morristown,  N.  J.;  Benjamin  Buel  had  not  yet  begun  to  coin 
on  his  own.  Meigs  specifically  mentioned  Samuel  Broome,  which 
is  confirmatory — Broome  in  supervisory  capacity  (in  Jarvis’s 
absence),  concluding  that  he  must  have  had  a  subcontract  for 
coining  Connecticuts  (after  all,  a  completely  clandestine  operation 
would  not  openly  have  given  samples  to  children  lest  they  reveal 
its  location).  We  may  therefore  identify  as  the  Jarvis  Mint  the  one 

at  Morris  Cove - on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  harbor  .  .  .  about 

two  miles  above  the  light  house,”  “under  the  Southern  Bluff,  near 
the  center  of  the  north  shore  of  the  harbor  in  New  Haven  ”  If  the 
West vi lie  Mint,  cited  by  Bushnell  (Crosby,  p.  211).  was  a  legal 
mint  for  Connecticut  coppers,  it  was  most  probably  the  original 
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site  of  the  1785-87  Company  for  Coining  Coppers  at  one  or 
other  of  its  various  reorganizational  states. 

There  are  three  major  divisions  of  Jarvis  Mint  coins,  each 
with  various  subdivisions: 

I.  Crosses  on  reverse,  no  other  ornaments 

A.  Crosses  on  obv. 

B.  Fleurons  on  obv. 

II.  “Composite  ornament.”  following  INDE:  (large  pellet,  large 

fleuron,  small  fleuron,  leaf) 

A.  Crosses  on  obv. 

B.  No  obv.  ornaments. 

C.  Large  obv.  fleurons. 

D.  Small  obv.  fleurons  (as  on  those  to  follow  unless  noted), 
two  rev.  crosses. 

E.  Rev.  cross  and  scroll. 

F.  Two  rev.  scrolls. 

G.  Paired  rev.  fleurons. 

Transitional  Group  H.  Obv.  Cinquefoils,  Rev.  Composite  Or¬ 
nament.  Transitional  Group  I.  Small  fleurons.  Rev.  Cinquefoils, 
altered  from  crosses.  Transitional  (?)  Group  J.  Small  Fleurons. 
Rev.  Old  “Company”  Reverses. 

II.  Cinquefoils  both  sides,  no  other  ornaments. 

A.  Two  cinquefoils  after  INDE:  some  cinquefoils  either 
side  altered  from  corsses. 

B.  Same  but  obv.  normal. 

C.  Two  normal  cinquefoils  after  INDE:  Colon  stamps  both 
sides. 

D.  Three  cinquefoils  after  INDE:  Colon  stops  both  sides. 

E.  Transitional.  Same  but  colons  one  side,  periods  the 
other. 

F.  Same  but  period  stops  both  sides. 

As  in  previous  issues,  these  classes  of  ornaments  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  identify  the  different  workmen  who  completed  the  dies 
from  Buel’s  hubs.  A  very  few  varieties  (Transitional  group  II  J) 
used  old  worn  or  rusted  dies  of  the  “Company  for  Coining  Cop- 
perfs”  (M.  37.6-B.  37.8-LL,  37.12-LL),  but  aside  from  these,  the 
groups  are  reasonably  well  circumscribed.  The  group  with  crosses 
came  first  because  cross  ornaments  were  used  on  earlier  Com¬ 
pany  dies;  those  with  cinquefoils  are  last  because  several  of  these 
obverses  were  reused  in  1788,  and  many  1788-dated  dies  use  the 
same  punches.  This  remark  applies  especially  to  certain  obverses 
of  type  32  of  1787  which  became  type  16  or  1788 — period  stops 
only. 

More  survive  of  division  III  than  of  all  other  Connecticuts 
put  together;  more  varieties  of  the  standard  33-Z  type  (Group  III 
D  with  all  four  colons  present)  exist  than  of  all  other  Draped 
Busts  put  together.  Incredible  haste  and  carelessness  mark  division 
III;  many  blanks  are  exceptionally  defective,  many  dies  broke 
almost  immediately,  producing  great  rarities;  others  show  obvious 
blunders  and  corrected  blunders — several  of  them  earlier  alluded 
to,  others  less  well  known  such  as  E  of  INDE  corrected  from  N, 
CONNEC  with  E  corrected  from  F,  ETLIB  with  B  corrected 
from  R,  others  with  B  punched  over  a  cinquefoil. 

THE  PRESENT  OFFERING  OF  JARVIS  MINT  COINS 
IS  THE  MOST  NEARLY  COMPLETE  EVER  AUCTIONED, 
INCLUDING  SEVERAL  VARIETIES  HIGHER  TO  UNPUB¬ 
LISHED  AND  BELIEVED  UNIQUE  OR  PRACTICALLY 
UNIQUE. 

DIVISION  I. 

Crosses  in  Rev.  Legend. 

Group  A.  Crosses  on  Both  Sides 

128*  1787.  M.  17-g.3.  R-4,  possibly  low  R-5.  Dashed  cross 

before  C;  four  more  on  reverse;  cracks  above  AUC- 
TORI  and  through  tops  of  CON.  Some  details  Very 


Fine,  others  a  little  weaker;  variegated  brown  surface 
consistent  with  a  VF  grade.  Usually  comes  in  Good 
or  thereabouts;  As  fine  as  we  have  seen,  slightly  better 
than  lot  339,  New  Netherlands,  60th  sale,  and  about 
like  lot  163,  Merkin  Oct.  ’73  sale,  from  the  Bowers 
April  1972  list,  earlier  ex  Miller.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

129  1787.  M.  18-g.l.  High  R-4,  possibly  R-5.  Two  plain  obv. 

crosses,  EC:  crowded  into  toga.  Rev.  as  last  but  lower 
colon  dot  buried  in  shield.  Very  Fine,  central  obv. 
weaker  than  remainer,  old  abrasions  not  affecting  colors 
(dark  brown,  lighter  on  devices).  Miller  knew  none 
sharp  enough  to  show  the  final  colon  after  C,  which 
means  that  this  coin  requires  the  listing  for  obvs.  18 
and  19  to  be  combined — they  should  be  listed  as  19.1 
and  19.2  in  any  future  revision  pending  total  renum¬ 
bering.  No  auction  record  in  any  grade — possibly  we 
have  the  rarity  rating  too  low.  Significantly  the  present 
coin  is  slightly  finer  than  the  Crosby  Plate  piece! 

(Photo)  ($115.-150.) 

130*  1787.  M.  19-g,4.  R-2,  possibly  R-3.  Similar  obv.,  C:  well 

away  from  toga  fold.  Rev.  Similar,  lower  colon  dot 
impaled  on  a  projecting  extra  outline  of  shield;  im¬ 
mediately  recognized  by  its  bulge  and  shattering  cracks 
near  date.  Sharpness  better  than  Very  Fine,  surfaces 
suggest  Extremely  Fine  with  traces  of  faded  mint  lustre 
around  letters.  Attribution  on  face — almost  gone.  Rich 
warm  brown,  nicely  mottled.  Latest  die  state  we  have 
seen  the  obv.  severly  rusted.  Finest  we  have  seen,  far 
superior  to  the  “VF-GF”  Bowers  April  1972  list  piece, 
or  the  Merkin  or  New  Netherlands  60th  or  ANS  coins; 
no  other  auction  records  in  recent  decads.  Believed  to 
be  ex  Dr.  Hall,  Brand.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

131  1787.  M.  21-DD.  R-6.  Three  crosses,  late  reground  state 

with  dashes  no  longer  visible  at  second.  (Dr.  Hall's  type 
54  showed  the  hyphens;  Crosby’s  type  21  lacked  them; 
Miller  identified  both  as  the  same  die  but  claimed  er¬ 
roneously  that  their  absence  was  due  only  to  wear.) 
Letters  thinner  than  on  earlier  states,  AUCTORI  es¬ 
pecially  so;  comparison  with  the  early-state  Miller 
Plate  coin  will  be  very  instructive.  Rev.  Four  dashed 
crosses  with  ET-LIB:  Dark  and  lighter  brown  surfaces 
consistent  with  Fine,  to  VF  grade,  details  more  like 
Almost  Fine,  a  few  fully  Fine,  date  very  weak  and 
partly  off  flan.  Only  one  equal  example  has  appeared 
at  auction  in  many  decades,  to  our  knowledge-the 
doublestruck  Ruby  coin  (two  clear  dates)  at  $390.  The 
Miller  Plate  coin  is  also  slightly  sharper;  but  we  do  not 
know  any  that  will  rate  fully  VF,  so  the  present  coin 
is  presumably  in  the  Condition  Census.  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

132  1787.  M.  22— g.2(?)  or  possibly  the  hitherto  untraced  22-c. 

If  22-g.2,  nearly  R-7;  if  22-c,  R-8.  Three  crosses, 
first  dotted  (not  visible  on  present  coin  owing  to  a 
severe  planchet  flaw).  Rev.  apparently  four  dashed 
crosses,  first  not  visible  owing  to  the  same  planchet 
flaw.  Miller  calls  for  ET-LIB:  with  pole  end  touching 
base  line  and  top  of  branch  about  level  with  right  end 
of  cross.  Crosby  omits  any  hyphen  between  ETLIB: 
on  the  present  coin,  there  is  no  hyphen — or  if  there 
ever  was  one,  it  is  obscured  by  clash  marks;  pole  end 
does  not  touch  base  line;  top  of  branch  lower  than 
Miller  specifies.  It  is  possible  that  these  differences 
come  from  regrinding  rev.  g.2  before"  this  coin  was 
struck,  though  the  variety  is  so  rare  that  we  have  been 
unable  to  verify  the  claim.  Aside  from  the  mentioned 
planchet  flaw,  this  is  a  sharp  clean  Very  Fine  example 
without  problems;  light  brown.  The  only  other  much 
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weaker  M.  22-g.2  which  went  to  R.  A.  Vlack  in 
decades  is  the  "Fine”  Appleton-MHS  coll.  (1970,  lot 
139).  (Photo)  ($375.-up) 

133*  1787.  M.  24-g.3.  R-5.  Two  dashed  crosses,  first  O  low. 

Rev.  Hyphen  joined  to  T.  Some  details  VF,  most  others 
Fine,  reverse  weaker  than  obverse.  Light  and  medium 
brown  and  steel,  patches  of  darker  tone  on  reverse, 
unusually  free  of  defects.  Everything  clear  except  pole 
hand  and  adjacent  cross.  From  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972 
list;  oddly,  no  recent  auction  records  in  any  grade. 

(Photo)  ($200.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

134  1787.  M.  24-g.5.  R-6.  Rev.  Top  of  branch  joins  colon  dot. 

What  details  are  struck  up  at  all  are  of  Very  Fine  grade, 
but  this  coin  is  very  weakly  and  unevenly  struck  on  a 
granular  planchet,  second  cross  gone,  C  almost  in¬ 
visible  as  is  date.  Extremely  rare,  probably  high  in  the 
R-6  level  and  not  impossibly  on  the  border  of  R-7. 
No  auction  records;  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list  were 
not  fully  Good!  (Photo)  ($275.-up) 

135  1787.  M.  24-EF.  R-7.  Four  crosses  and  ET-LIB,  only  the 

first  dashed.  Many  details  Very  Fine,  others  weaker 
(especially  upper  crosses  and  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  and 
pole  hand);  fields  dark  and  rough,  details  lighter  thanks 
to  cleaning;  usual  planchet  flaws.  Extremely  rare;  we 
know  two  worn  ones  in  ANS  plus  the  Dr.  Hall  and 
Miller  coins,  and  have  heard  of  three  others  in  more 
worn  state,  two  of  these  the  Good  and  G-VG  pieces 
in  the  Bowers  list  (listed  at  $100),  another  the  “VF” 
Appleton-MHS  (1970,  lot  140)  example,  not  nearly 
as  much  detail  visible  as  on  the  present  coin.  (Photo) 

($375.-up) 

136*  1787.  M.  38-GG.  R-3,  possibly  low  R-4.  AUCIORI  with 

four  rev.  dashed  crosses,  the  dashes  between  second 
and  third  placed  above  each  other  making  an  equals 
sign;  Ms.  Liberty  has  a  skeletal  hand  holding  pole. 
Triple  outlines  on  some  details  of  drapery  and  sash 
ends;  “pinstripes”  on  skirt.  Most  details  Ex.  Fine,  others 
Very  Fine  plus;  traces  of  mint  lustre,  rich  light  brown, 
two  small  green  patina  patches.  Finer  than  the  Miller 
Plate  coin;  nothing  comparable  auctioned  in  decades. 
From  the  Bowers  Aug.  1972  list,  in  three  figures; 
earlier,  believed  from  the  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo) 

($200.-up) 

'Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

137  1787.  M.  45-CC.  R-6.  Four  dashed  crosses;  Hapsburg 

jaw  (weak  on  present  coin).  Rev.  Four  crosses,  second 
and  third  dotted  and  dashed;  pole  arm  and  parts  of 
drapery  disconnected  (lapped  die).  Letters  and  a  few 
details  suggest  Fine  grade,  the  remainder  weakly 
struck;  everthing  visible  though  profile  and  third  rev. 
cross  are  weak.  Some  granularity  but  generally  clean 
free  of  any  defect  worth  mention.  No  auction  record 
in  decades.  (Photo)  ($225.-up) 

GROUP  B. 

Fleurons  on  Obv.,  Crosses  on  Rev. 

138  1787.  M.  48-g.5.  R-7.  Dots  flank  2nd  and  3rd  cinquefoils. 

f.^cSmal1  break  UP  t0  left  from  top  left  serif  of  E  in 
INDE  not  visible  on  24-g.5.  Obv.  Fine,  rev  weaker, 
date  and  last  colon  not  visible.  Besides  the  fantastic 
unc  example  in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale  (pictured 
in  laxay)  and  one  worn  one  in  ANS,  and  this  one,  we 
lave  seen  less  than  four  others,  all  badly  worn.  (Photo) 

($275.-up) 


Finest  Known 

139  1787.  M.  53-FF.  High  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Dot  flanks  third 

cinquefoil  only.  Rev.  Break  from  upright  of  E  in  ET 
to  border,  unlike  24-FF:  die  much  rusted.  In  terms  of 
actual  wear,  this  is  at  least  Extremely  Fine,  though  not 
well  struck  up  in  centers.  Rich  warm  reddish  brown  to 
brick  red  patins,  some  traces  of  mint  lustre  around 
letters.  Die  failure  has  produced  a  bulge  at  lower 
drapery  near  shoulder.  Finest  known  of  this  rarity; 
greatly  exceeds  the  Miller-Ryder-Boyd-New  Nether¬ 
lands  60th  Sale  piece  or  any  other  we  have  seen  or 
heard  of.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard,  via  the  Bowers  list,  in 
three  figures.  (Photo)  ($275.-up) 

DIVISION  II. 

Rev.  Composite  Ornament  after  INDE 
Group  A.  Crosses  on  Obverse 

140*  1787.  M.  38-1.2.  R-4.  AUCIORI:  this  blunder  die  now 

shattered  at  lower  drapery.  Rev.  Paired  fleurons,  all 
opening  to  right;  break  down  through  face,  another 
crosses  head.  Many  details  Very  Fine,  others  Fine, 
rather  dark  fields,  devices  highlighted;  tiny  edge  cut. 
Very  far  above  average,  possibly  in  the  Condition 
Census,  though  not  finest  known.  Apparently  the  “VF- 
EF”  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list,  in  three  figures. 

(Photo)  ($125.-150.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  B. 

No  Obv.  Ornaments. 

f 4 1  1787.  M.  16.3-1.2.  High  R-6.  The  only  small  letter  obv. 

without  ornaments  after  colons.  Rev.  as  last  but  before 
it  broke..  Very  Good  or  better,  dark  with  lighter  mott¬ 
ling;  small  mint  clip  at  OR;  everything  legible  though 
date  is  weak  as  are  some  rev.  ornaments.  Attribution 
on  face.  First  we  have  seen  in  many  years  outside  ANS; 
no  auction  record.  Probably  the  Dr.  Hall  coin;  pos¬ 
sibly  R-7.  (Photo)  ($200.-300.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  C 

Large  Fleurons  on  Obv. 

142  1787.  M.  34— ff.  1 .  R-4.  possibly  R-5.  Large  fleurons.  Rev. 

as  preceding  but  ET— LIR;  with  pole  hand  touching 
E,  a  break  like  an  elongated  finger  up  to  border.  Better 
than  Fine,  some  details  suggesting  Very  Fine,  others 
Fine,  virtually  free  of  the  usual  defects.  Comparable 
to  lot  349,  New  Netherlands  60th  sale;  nearly  equal 
to  Appleton-MHS  lot  156  (1970,  called  “EF”).  Sharper 
than  any  other  seen  in  many  years  including  the  Miller 
Plate  coin.  (Photo)  “  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Exceedingly  Rare  M.  34-k.3 

143  1787.  M.  34-k.3.  R-8.  Same  obv.;  scroll  ornaments  in  rev. 

legend.  Close  to  Very  Good,  dark  and  somewhat  rough, 
but  a  real  Non-Collectible;  first  we  have  actually  seen 
outside  ANS  though  Dr.  Hall  is  known  to  have  had 
one.  A  legendary  rarity'.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

GROUP  D. 

Two  Crosses. 

Finest  Known,  Superb 

144  1787.  M.37.5-e.  R-4.  Standard  type  37  (four  fleurons); 

mmute  chip  between  lower  ribbonend  and  lower  colon 
dot,  break  from  rim  to  lead  just  missing  3rd  fleuron, 
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another  in  field  (unpublished)  from  base  to  forelock 
almost  to  nose.  Rev.  No  hyphen  between  ET  LIB:  the 
B  corrected  from  R;  final  colon  extremely  low.  LIGHT 
OLIVE  UNC.,  considerable  remnants  of  mint  red, 
some  irridescence  obviously  faded  from  mint  color; 
only  one  notable  manufacturing  defect — a  second  blow 
on  either  side.  Finest  known  or  reported;  unheard  of 
condition,  an  absolutely  incredible,  fantastic  piece.  Ex¬ 
cept  for  the  weak  "EF"  Appleton  MHS  coin,  nothing 
within  thirty  points  of  this  example  has  been  reported 
— the  VF  in  the  Bowers  list  was  one  of  the  finest 
known  aside  from  the  present  coin.  Apparently  from 
the  Stepney  Hoard  before  its  1951  inventory.  (Photo) 

($800.-1,000.) 

145  1787.  M.  37.7-h2.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  T  too  high; 

bulge  at  NE  Rev.  similar  but  ET-Lib:  with  normally 
formed  8  (other  dies  of  the  type  have  “pincer”  8). 
Some  details  Fine,  most  VG,  the  weakness  due  to  this 
short-lived  obverse  die’s  buckling  in  right  half,  most 
severely  through  shoulder,  ribbon  ends,  to  NE.  Medium 
and  lighter  brown,  devices  partly  highlighted,  no  ser¬ 
ious  defects  small  patches  of  rough  green  patina.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare,  first  we  have  seen  outside  ANS,  though 
Dr.  Hall  and  Miller  are  known  to  have  had  at  least 
one  each.  (Photo)  ($275.-up) 

Finest  Known 
Superb  1787  M.  37.9-e. 

146  1787.  M.  37.9-e.  R-4.  AUCT  and  both  O’s  lean  markedly 

to  left;  final  C  far  too  low;  cracked  from  rim  to  second 
N  and  from  rim  into  field  r.  of  first  colon.  LIGHT 
BROWN  AND  LIGHT  OLIVE  UNC.,  traces  of  orig¬ 
inal  mint  red  around  letters,  though  not  quite  as  much 
as  on  the  37.5-e  just  offered;  thin  dark  mottled  streaks, 
some  of  them  connected  with  slight  lamination  defects. 
Lower  half  of  date  off  flan.  Few  minute  touches  of 
what  may  be  cabinet  friction,  but  the  surfaces  justify 
the  grade.  Finest  known  to  us,  far  exceeding  that  in 
the  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale  or  the  Dr.  Hall  piece  offered 
in  New  Netherlands  51st.  From  the  Stepney  Hoard. 

(Photo)  ($800.-1,000.) 

Exceedingly  Rare 
Unlisted 

147  1787.  (Not  in  Miller)  M.  37.15-h.3.  R-8.  R  high,  I  much 

too  low,  first  colon  leans  right;  buckled  before  face 
and  on  device.  Rev.  Dash  after  composite  ornament, 
wide  open  “pincer”  8,  buckled  in  fields.  Very  Good  or 
better,  smooth,  medium  steel,  no  serious  defects;  every¬ 
thing  clear  except  pole  arm  (owing  to  die  failure); 
minutely  double  struck.  Not  originally  known  to  Miller, 
described  for  the  first  time  by  Canfield  &  Ryder  in  the 
Additions  land  Corrections  to  his  book  as  a  recent 
discovery  (1920),  probably  from  the  badly  worn  Can- 
field  coin  now  in  ANS.  We  have  not  heard  of  a  third 
example.  The  massive  die  failures  probably  account 
for  the  prompt  discard  of  these  dies.  Barnsly,  in  Colo¬ 
nial  Newsletter,  3/64,  p.  32,  could  locate  only  the  ANS 
example.  (Photo)  ($325.-425.) 

148*  1787.  M.  39.1-h.l.  High  R-6.  AUCTOBI  with  first  fleuron 

touching  bust  below  corner.  Rev.  Similar  to  h.2  and 
h.3  earlier  offered  sash  ends  disconnected  fragments, 
severe  rust  in  upper  half.  Some  details  Fine,  others 
weaker,  at  least  partly  from  extensive  die  failures; 
second  fleuron  destroyed  by  die  buckling  heavy  clash 
marks  before  face.  Top  of  B  and  lower  half  of  date 
off  flan.  Far  rarer  than  the  varieties  with  ETLIR. 

(Photo)  ($200.-300.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


GROUP  E. 

Cross  and  Scroll 

One  of  the  Finest  Known  M.  37.3-i 

149*  1787.  M.  37.3-i.  R-3.  Second  fleuron  about  touches  hair; 

E  too  high.  Rev.  One  cross  and  one  scroll.  Some  de¬ 
tails  Extremely  Fine,  others  Very  Fine;  naturally  glossy 
light  brown  surfaces,  with  usual  light  granularity  as 
made.  One  small  rim  nick  on  either  side.  One  of  the 
finest  known;  second,  in  our  experience,  only  to  lot  96, 
New  Nethrlands  51st  sale,  tied  with  at  most  three 
others.  Apparently  one  of  the  three  Stepney  Hoard 
coins.  The  presence  of  both  cross  and  scroll  on  re¬ 
verse  makes  this  a  distinctive  naked-eye  type  coin. 
(photo)  ($125.-175.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  F. 

Two  Scroll  Ornaments 

150*  1787.  M.  37.1-cc.l.  Possibly  R-4.  Plain  lump  in  hair  be¬ 

low  third  fleuron.  Rev.  ETLIR:  (really  a  broken  B 
punch),  the  IR  low.  Contrast  37.14-cc.  ,  below.  Some 
details  Extremely  Fine  others  better  than  VF;  light 
brown  surfaces  consistant  with  a  grade  of  Almost  EF. 
Virtually  free  of  defects.  Slight  mint  clip  above  OR. 
One  of  the  best  of  these  we’ve  seen.  No  recent  auction 
record,  except  Appleton’s  (1970),  only  VG.  From  the 
Bowers  list;  earlier,  believed  ex  Stepney  Hoard. 

(Photo)  ($125.-175.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

151*  1787.  M.  37.2-k,5.  R-5.  TO  close,  die  shattered  through 

AUCTORI  and  field.  Rev.  First  scroll  far  from  drapery 
and  I,  opposite  base  of  I.  Some  details  extremely  Fine, 
others  Very  Fine,  surfaces  consistent  with  a  grade  some¬ 
what  better  than  VF,  light  reddish  brown  with  darker 
patches;  flan  slightly  defective  as  made  around  TO. 
Finest  we  have  seen;  notably  better  than  lot  95,  New 
Netherlands  51st  sale.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Superb  1787  M.  37.4-k.l 

152  1787.  M.  37.4-k.l.  R-2.  I  and  second  C  low,  second  N 

high.  Rev.  I  low,  tilts  left;  N  double  punched.  B  cor¬ 
rected  from  erroneous  R.  Obv.  clash  marked  and 
bulged  before  face.  About  Unc.,  faint  touches  of 
cabinet  friction,  but  the  surfaces  are  those  of  a  Mint 
State  coin,  iridescent  light  olive  and  light  tan  faded 
from  original  red  with  touches  of  mint  red  around 
letters.  Finest  we  have  seen,  far  above  that  in  the  1973 
Merkin  Sale;  we  do  not  know  of  one  even  close  to 
this  piece  in  grade,  ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo) 

($500.-up) 

153  1787.  M.  37.6-k.4.  R-6,  high;  not  impossibly  R-7.  Extra 

long  tail  to  R.  Rev.  IN  close,  top  of  branch  touches 
pellet,  B  cut  over  something  else  (an  L?)  with  heavy 
straight  base;  heavy  die  failure  above  composite  or¬ 
nament,  accounting  for  opposite  weakness  at  shoulder. 
Some  details  Fine,  others  weaker,  usual  light  planchet 
granularity  but  no  serious  defects;  pleasing  light  tan, 
surfaces  consistent  with  Fine  grade.  No  auction  record 
in  any  condition.  Two  are  in  ANS,  Dr.  Hall  had  one 
(this  one?),  but  only  one  other  seen  in  over  20  years. 

(Photo)  ($225.-300.) 

154*  1787.  M.  37.8-k.2.  R-3.  Faint  line  joins  tops, of  NE,  rust 

pit  between  them:  I  low,  U  C  and  O  R  far  apart; 
crack,  bust  to  bases  of  AU.  Rev.  Top  of  branch  merges 
with  pellet  of  composite  ornament;  second  colon  very 
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low  and  leaning  right;  severely  rusted  at  upper  left. 
Better  than  Very  Fine,  unevenly  struck  as  usual;  some 
details  Extremely  Fine,  7  weak,  lower  half  of  date  off 
flan.  Best  we've  seen  in  many  years;  finer  than  the  Dr. 
Hall-Ryder-Boyd  coin  in  New  Netherlands  60th  sale. 
Most  of  the  specimens  which  keep  this  from  a  higher 
rarity  level  are  in  Good  or  thereabouts.  (Photo) 

($125.-150.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Finest  Known 

155  1787  M.  37.14-CC.2.  Borderline  R-8.  First  fleuron  join¬ 

ed  to  extra  drapery  fold;  increasingly  wide  spacing  in 
AUCTOR1;  bulge  from  I  to  wreath.  Rev.  ET-LIR: 
with  IR  high  (actually  at  B  open  at  base.  Some  details 
approaching  or  reaching  Extremely  Fine,  others  VF, 
the  obv.  with  very  attractive  light  olive  surfaces.  Rev. 
Almost  as  sharp  but  rough  and  scaley,  probably  the 
way  this  planchet  originally  came.  Finest  of  only  three 
seen,  the  other  two  being  the  Canfield  coin  in  ANS  and 
the  hold  Dr.  Hall  piece  (the  discovery  coin,  included 
in  lot  95,  New  Netherlands  51  sale.  (Photo)  ($450.-550.) 


Unpublished  Unique  Variety 

156  1787.  M.  48-4.3.  R-8,  unpublished,  unique  combination 

of  dies  earlier  met  with  in  other  matings.  Very  Good 
obv.,  weaker  rev.,  first  N,  date  ad  ET  not  readable; 
dark,  matte.  Heavy  crack  from  T  to  lower  sash  end. 
No  rumor  of  a  second  example.  Discovered  by  R.  A. 
Vlack:  Colonial  Newsletter  19,  April-June,  1967,  p. 
47.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 


GROUP  G. 
Paired  Fleurons 


157’"  1787.  M.  36-1.1.  R-4.  Three  obv.  fleurons  (none  after  C:). 

Faint  opening  to  left.  Rev.  All  fleurons  open  to  r.,  B 
corrected  from  R  and  well  below  I.  Some  details  VF, 
others  Fine,  chocolate  brown  with  devices  highlighted, 
somewhat  matte  surfaces;  free  of  defects  except  at 
edges  (as  made).  A  little  finer  than  lot  188  of  the 
Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale;  exceptional  condition,  nothing 
equal  in  years.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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1787.  M.  3 6— ff .2.  Almost  or  quite  R-7.  Rev.  Fleurons  as 
last,  ET-LIR:  with  the  R  too  low;  fragment  instead  of 
pole  hand  (lapped  die).  Some  details  VF,  other  Fine, 
still  others  weaker,  date  not  legible;  unevenly  struck 
in  the  usual  planchet  peppered  with  tiny  defects.  Tiny 
mint  chip  near  foot.  No  recent  auction  records,  Best 
we  have  seen  outside  ANS.  (Photo)  ($375.-475.) 


1787.  M.  37.8-HH.  R-4,  possibly  R-5.  Obv.  crack  through 
wreath  joining  2nd  and  3rd  fleurons.  Rev.  First  fleuron- 
pair  back  to  back;  only  one  fleuron  before  LIR-  (the  R 
actually  a  B  open  at  bottom).  Light  olive,  faintly 
ustrous  surfaces  suggesting  a  grade  near  to  AU  than 
to  Er;  obv.  “chattered,”  with  mutually  obliterative 
double  striking,  rev.  many  details  EF,  center  weaker 
and  somewhat  granular.  Finest  seen  in  many  years. 

he  two  Appleton-MHS  coins  were  only  Good  to  VG 
etc.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($225.-325.) 


160 


SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN 

178arnmr37|  IOerR'  R_6:.  First  Neuron  touches  double-i 
armor,  buckling  m  fields,  severe  double  clash  mi 

from  rev.  RR,  full  date  above  head.  Rev.  Both  p!n 
1  leurons  back  to  back;  B  corrected  from  R  Lustre 
ight  brown  surfaces  suggesting  Ex.  Fine  or  better 


do  a  few  details,  others  more  like  VF;  light  central 
granularity  as  made.  Second  finest  known,  second  to 
the  Hall-Brand  coin  in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale, 
and  nearly  tied  with  that  piece— in  overall  quality  just 
above  tied,  considering  that  the  latter  had  rim  dents 
from  which  this  beauty  is  free.  Finer  than  the  Miller 
Plate  coin,  the  ANS  example,  or  the  few  others  seen  in 
the  last  twenty  years  of  this  elusive  and  difficult  rarity. 

(Photo)  ($475.-up) 

161*  1787.  M.  37.1  l-ff.2.  R-4.  A  very  close  to  drapery;  frag¬ 

mentary  pole  hand  and  sash  ends,  faint  crack  from 
the  latter  to  L.  Many  details  VF,  others  Fine — minute 
planchet  defects  in  the  weaker  areas;  surfaces,  es¬ 
pecially  on  reverse,  consistent  with  full  VF  or  even 
better.  Better  than  most  specimens  around;  finer  than 
that  in  the  Bowers  list,  possibly  slightly  finer  than 
in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale.  Apparently  ex  Stepney 
Hoard.  (Photo)  ($125.-175.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

162*  1787.  M.  37.13-HH.  R-3.  RI  lean  far  to  right;  crack 
from  C  to  toga,  another  in  lower  toga.  Very  Fine, 
centers  not  as  well  up  as  remainder;  light  brown, 
nearly  free  of  planchet  defects  except  for  a  little 
minor  granularity.  Finer  than  those  in  New  Nether¬ 
lands  51st  sale  or  our  "Promised  Land”  sale;  no  equal 
example  offered  in  years.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

163  1787.  M.  39. l-ff.2.  R-6.  AUCTOBI  /  ETLTR  with  all 

fleurons  opening  to  right;  fragamented  pole  hand,  etc. 
Difficult  to  grade,  this  piece  has  had  no  more  than 
would  be  consistent  with  a  VF  grade,  and  surfaces 
confirm  it  (very  slightly  matte  but  clean  purplish 
brown  with  devices  highlighted  in  steel),  but  weakly 
struck.  A  die  failure  conceals  second  obv.  fleuron; 
lower  part  of  date  off  flan.  Very  rare;  finest  we  have 
seen  in  years  except  for  the  unequalled  Crosby  Plate 
coin.  Photo)  ($275.-up) 

164*  1787.  M.  39.2-ee.  Almost  or  quite  R-6.  AUCTOBI:  with 

both  colons  sloping.  Rev.  No  fleuron  follows  ET-LIB:, 
the  others  in  backs-to-back  pairs.  Few  details  Very 
Fine,  rest  Fine,  dark,  minutely  rough  with  a  few  short 
old  scratches  not  affecting  the  color.  Second  best  we 
have  seen  in  many  years,  almost  equal  to  the  Chap- 
man-Roebling  coin  in  New  Netherlands  60th  sale; 
far  finer  than  the  Norman  Bryant  coin,  the  only 
other  one  auctioned  in  decades,  or  the  ANS  example. 

(Photo)  ($225.-275.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Two  Examples  of  the  Extremely 
Rare  “M.  56.  xx”  Unlisted  Variety 

165  1787.  Not  in  Miller,  “M.  56-xx”.  R-8,  Three  fleurons 

(none  after  C:)  but  all  three  open  to  right,  unlike 
obv.  36.  Rev.  First  pair  open  to  right,  second  pair 
back  to  back;  B  practically  open  at  its  extremely  thin 
base.  Both  dies  heavily  buckled  in  fields.  VG,  dark 
with  some  highlights,  rough:  upper  part  of  ET-LIB: 
off  flan.  At  present  only  three  specimens  known, 
the  discovery  coin  in  ANS,  the  present  coin,  and  the 
Kessler  piece.  ANS's  was  worn  enough  that  there  was 
doubt  as  to  the  legend  ending  in  B  or  R.  Ex.  T.  L. 
Craige,  Q.  David  Bowers,  though  not  in  the  Bowers 
1972  list.  (Photo)  ($300.-up.) 

166  1787.  Another  “56-xx”,  later  and  probably  terminal  die 

state.  The  obv.  buckling  affects  much  of  head  and 
armor  and  drapery  as  well  as  bases  of  AUCTOR1 
(though  all  letters  and  fleurons  are  complete);  rev. 
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buckling  more  severe,  affecting  lower  part  of  INDE 
and  adjacent  fleurons,  branch,  breast,  shield,  lower 
drapery  and  part  of  base  line,  rendering  initial  paired 
fleurons  doubtful  as  to  direction  (accounting  for  Alan 
Kessler’s  claim  in  (Colonial  Newsletter)  that  this  die 
should  have  been  called  RR.2,  which  the  previous  lot 
refutes);  severe  clash  marks  at  upper  left  rev.  from 
AUC  of  this  obverse  die.  Probably  should  be  graded 
Very  Good  for  the  coin,  though  the  severe  die  failures, 
which  surely  resulted  in  condemned  discard  of  these 
dies  within  the  next  few  minutes  after  this  one  was 
struck,  account  for  most  of  the  weakness.  Date  and 
all  legends  readable,  dark  brown  planchet  without 
nicks  or  dents,  with  devices  highlighted;  minor  flan 
defects.  As  only  three  specimens  are  known,  the  pre¬ 
ceding  lot,  the  present  coin,  and  the  ANS'  example, 
the  present  offering  is  not  only  unprecedented,  it  is 
incomparable,  an  opportunity  not  to  be  repeated. 
Ex  Alan  Kessler  collection.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

Transitional  Group  H. 

Standard  Cinquefoil  Obvs. 

Composite  Ornament  Revs. 

This  rare  group  is  one  of  several  which  may  be  considered 
as  transitional  between  the  Composite  Ornament  series  and  the 
final  hundred-odd  varieties  punctuated  only  with  cinquefoils. 
All  these  varieties  are  very  rare.  It  is  possible  that  they  may 
represent,  like  groups  I  and  J  below,  later  (Machin’s  Mills?) 
cobbling  together  of  any  old  dies  that  would  last  for  even  a 
few  hours  apiece;  die  break  studies,  which  could  decide  the 
question,  are  not  complete.  The  Standard  Cinquefoil  type  here 
means  Crosby-Miller  type  33,  obv.  with  a  cinquefoil  before 
and  after  AUCTORI:  and  CONNEC:  with  both  colons  present. 

Rare  1787  M.  3313-ff.  1 

167  1787.  M.  33.13-ff.  1.  Borderline  R-8.  Second  cinquefoil 

opposite  base  of  I;  lumpy  break  at  TO,  parallel  breaks 
in  drapery  and  from  neck  to  C.  Rev.  earlier  des¬ 
cribed  -  practically  worn  out.  Obv.  Fine,  not  well 
struck  up;  rev.  VG  and  weak;  dark  brown,  devices 
highlighted,  light  edge  nick,  several  edge  planchet 
defects.  Highest  rarity;  no  auction  record,  none  in 
ANS!  Possibly  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  example.  Miller 
must  have  had  one,  but  it  is  not  located.  The  order 
of  emission  of  varieties  with  this  obv.  is  33.1 3— Z— 1 , 
Z.6,  ff.l,  hh.2  and  Z.7;  we  have  not  seen  a  33.1 3— q 
recently  enough  to  know  where  it  fits  into  this  sequence. 

(Photo)  ($450.-550.) 

168  1787.  M.  33.16-1.2.  R-6.  Second  N  double  punched.  Rev. 

with  the  earlier  mentioned  cracks  through  face;  obv. 
shattered  at  lower  right.  Some  details  Extremely 
Fine,  remainder  Very  Fine,  rich  reddish  brown  sur¬ 
faces  consistent  with  Very  Fine  plus;  small  planchet 
defect  at  edge  near  shoulder,  otherwise  unusually 
free  from  these.  Apparently  second  to  the  unseen 
“weak  AU”  which  went  in  the  Bowers  list;  we  have 
seen  no  other  equal  example.  (Photo)  ($450.-550). 

Extremely  Rare 
1787  M.  33.21-K.4” 

Unlisted  Variety 

169  1787.  Not  in  Miller:  “M.  33.21-k,4.”  R-8.  Obv.  armor 

and  drapery  coarse,  heavily  reworked  in  die  with 
lowest  contour  round;  second  O  double  punched;  fold 
at  shoulder  defective,  like  two  small  periods;  early 
cracks  from  EC  to  drapery.  Rev.  earlier  described, 
with  the  bulge  above  composite  ornament.  Details 


of  lower  half  of  obv.,  upper  half  of  rev.  Very  Fine, 
remainder  weak;  light  tan  and  steel  with  deep  red 
mottlings,  Date  weak,  RI  and  1  not  legible.  Un¬ 
known  to  Miller,  discovered  by  John  M.  Richardson, 
1946  (Numismatic  Revue  111,  no.  1,  p.  9)  So  far  as  we 
know,  only  one  other  specimen  is  reported  in  lower 
grade.  Ex  Craige.  (Photo)  ($600.-up) 

Transitional  Group  I. 

Fleuron  Obv.,  Rev.  Cinquefoils 
Altered  from  Crosses 

170  1787.  M.  37.12-TT.  R-7.  First  and  third  fleurons  and  CO 

all  touch  device:  upper  curved  line  of  drapery  ex¬ 
tend  back  of  neck  up  to  ribbon  bow.  Rev.  Originally 
nearest  type  CC,  but  the  crosses  were  altered  to 
cinquefoils  with  another  cinqnefoil  added  after  ETL1B: 
producing  a  die  obstensibly  of  type  T  but  with 
some  dashes  remaining.  Few  details  Fine,  others 
weaker;  struck  on  the  usual  defective  and  partly  rough 
planchet,  NEC:  and  TEC  not  legible.  Extremely  rare 
first  seen  in  many  years  outside  ANS;  no  auction 
record.  (Photo)  ($350.-450.) 

GROUP  J 

Fleuron  Obv.,  Old  “Company”  Reverses 

171*  M.  37.6-B.  High  R-7.  Standard  fleuron  type  earlier  des¬ 
cribed.  Rev.  Large  letters,  wheat  ear  type,  INDE  ET 
LIB  without  punctuation  or  ornaments.  Good  or 
better,  struck  from  badly  rusted,  cracked  (drapery  to 
1),  bulged  (at  CT  and  E  of  ET)  and  worn  dies;  every¬ 
thing  readable  except  the  mentioned  letters  and  1  of 
date.  First  we  have  seen  in  many  years;  no  auction 
records.  ANS  has  a  worn  one,  and  the  present  coin 
is  apparently  one  of  the  two  from  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand 
collection.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

172*  M.  37.8-LL.  R-5.  Fleuron  type  earlier  described;  rev.  an 
old  but  hitherto  apparently  unused  die,  with  large 
letters,  ET  LIB:  and  blunt  stars  but  large  (Jarvis  type) 
date.  Some  few  details  nearly  Fine,  rest  weaker;  every¬ 
thing  clear  though  lower  half  of  date  is  off  flan.  Dark 
brown,  devices  highlighted,  no  significant  defects. 
Possibly  the  rarity  rating  is  too  low;  only  one  auction 
record,  lot  95,  New  Netherlands  51st  -  possibly  the 
present  coin,,  and  no  other  seen  in  some  years. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

173  1787.  M.  37.12-LL.  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Recombination  of 

dies  earlier  met  with.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  weakly 
struck  piece  shows  faded  mint  lustre,  even  a  few 
minute  flashes  of  mint  red  around  some  letters,  above 
a  pleasing  light  reddish  brown  body  color.  Some  few 
details  which  are  well  enough  brought  up  to  grade 
suggest  Ex.  Fine;  the  rest  are  weak,  though  everything 
is  legible.  Planchet  peppered  with  minute  defects  as 
made-  Finest  we  have  seen  by  a  wide  margin  -  the 
two  in  the  Bowers  list  were  only  VG  and  Fine  and  no 
auction  record  has  been  located.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard. 

(Photo)  ($500.-up) 

173A  1787.  Another  M.  37.12-LL.  Surfaces  suggest  VF  or 
better,  chocolate  brown,  though  with  many  small  shal¬ 
low  parallel  defects  as  made;  some  details  of  nearly 
EF+  sharpness,  others  weaker  as  struck,  but  bold 
enough  to  indicate  that  this  obv.  die  was  another 
“shift”,  the  double  impressions  from  the  hub  plain 
on  wreath,  back  of  head,  ribbons,  and  some  drapery 
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details;  other  drapery  folds  coarsely  strengthened  at 
the  mint,  accounting  for  one  fold  originating  at  ribbon 
knot.  Both  dies  reground,  apparently  to  remove  clash 
marks.  Over  half  of  date  and  much  of  first  blunt  star 
off  flan,  everything  else  present;  latitude  and  longi¬ 
tude  lines  visible.  In  our  experience,  second  only  to 
the  last  lot.  Very  rare  quality.  Obtained  as  “AU”,  un¬ 
derstandably,  as  it  actually  shows  minimal  evidence  of 
wear.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

DIVISION  in 
Cinquefoil  Ornaments  Only. 

Group  A.  Obv.  and  Rev. 

Cinquefoils  Altered  from  Crosses 

These  are  thought  to  have  been  among  the  very  earliest 
dies  in  this  division,  as  they  represent  mint  alterations  of  old 
division  I  dies.  The  single  obverse  was  altered  from  a  die  of 
Miller  type  19,  the  revs,  from  Miller  type  g,  though  some  of 
the  hyphens  were  effaced  at  the  time.  Miller’s  descriptions 
were  inadequate,  omitting  the  obvious  alterations,  because  speci¬ 
mens  available  to  him  were  too  worn  and/or  too  weakly  struck 
to  make  these  details  visible.  The  dies  did  not  last  long  and 
specimens  are  extremely  rare;  the  same  remarks  hold  for  Group 
B,  for  the  same  reasons.  None  in  either  group  were  known  to 
Crosby. 

174  1787.  M.33.30-EE.  High  R-7.  Standard  type  33,  cinque¬ 

foils  before  and  after  AUCTORI  and  CONNEC:, 
but  2nd  and  3rd  cinquefoils  altered  from  crosses. 
Drapery  coarsely  reworked.  Rev.  Similar  to  Miller’s 
type  T,  two  cinquefoils  after  1NDE:  but  first  four 
cinquefoils  altered  from  dashed  crosses,  most  dashes 
effaced.  Plain  heavy  outline  around  blank  globe;  drap¬ 
ery  heavily  reworked;  die  buckling  around  second  and 
third  cinquefoils.  Some  details  Fine,  others  VG,  one 
defective  planchet.  About  as  much  details  shows  as  on 
the  “VF  ’  Appleton  (170)  coin.  Extremely  rare,  only 
four  others  reported!  (Photo)  ($325.-up) 

175  1787.  M.  33.30-SS.  Borderline  R-8.  Similar,  round  dot  be¬ 

tween  ET:LIB:  Some  details  Fine  others  VG,  but  very 
unevenly  and  weakly  struck  so  that  RI;  and  profile  are 
not  readable,  IN  is  quite  weak.  Of  the  highest  rarity; 
none  in  ANS,  one  mentioned  by  Dr.  Hall)  this 
coin?),  no  others  seen  to  date,  though  at  least  two 
others  are  rumored  to  exist.  No  auction  record.  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

GROUP  B 

Only  Rev.  Cinquefoils  Altered  from  Crosses 
Rare  Unlisted  Variety 

176  1787.  Not  in  Miller,  “M.  33.21-EE.”R-8.  Break  at  E  of 

INDE.  Obv.  described  earlier  (lot  169),  early  state  of 
cracks  at  lower  right.  Rev.  As  preceding.  Some  de¬ 
tails  almost  Very  Fine,  others  Fine;  weak  uneven 
strike,  lower  drapery  and  armor  and  Ms.  Liberty’s 
head  not  visible,  nor  are  adjacent  ornaments;  initial 
cinquefoil  and  part  of  A  off  flan.  Surfaces  dark  brown 
and  matte,  free  of  other  defect;  devices  highlighted. 
None  in  Dr.  Hall  or  ANS  collections,  no  auction 
record,  none  in  the  Bowers  list.  Apparently  ex  Luther, 
Richardson,  Norman  Bryant  collections.  Discovered  by 
C.  F.  Luther,  1928.  C.  F.  Numismatic  Review,  III, 
no.  1  (1946)  p.  9;  Colonial  Newsletter  3/64,  p.  31-32. 

(Photo)  ($425.-up) 

177  1787.  M.  33.36-SS.  R-8.  RI  high,  base  of  E  heavy  and 

long,  no  dentils  above  NNE.  Many  details  Very  Fine 
or  very  close  to  that  level,  centers  weaker;  dark 
brown  with  some  lighter  mottling  and  some  traces  of 


dark  green  patina;  two  minor  rev.  planchet  defects,  a 
third,  smaller,  at  foot.  Highest  rarity;  none  in  ANS, 
one  from  the  Dr.  Hall  collection,  apparently  the 
present  coin;  one  other  rumored  but  not  confirmed. 

No  auction  record,  of  course.  (Photo)  ($425.-525.) 

Rare  Unique  Unlisted  Variety 

178  1787.  Not  in  Miller,  “M.  33.47-TT.’’  R-8.  Unpublished 

obv.  die  and  the  only  die  of  this  type  with  the  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  TT  reverse.  Obv.  First  cinquefoil  joined 
to  bust,  which  is  markedly  rounded  at  lower  edge  of 
armor;  second  far  from  colon  and  much  farther  (about 
’A")  from  hair;  third  midway  C  and  wreath,  close  to 
hair;  fourth  almost  midway  colon  and  toga,  not  far 
from  either.  Legend  rather  widely  spaced,  AU  and 
NNE  closer,  CON  especially  far  apart;  recutting  on 
ON,  these  letters  first  cut  low;  first  C  heavier  than 
second  and  touches  head;  colons  heavy  and  leaning 
very  slightly  right.  Rev.  As  described  earlier,  transi¬ 
tional  group  I;  note  the  unusually  thin  leaves  and  the 
heavy  outline  to  globe.  Some  details  almost  Very 
Fine,  the  rest  Fine;  dark  brown,  some  reddish  high¬ 
lights.  Unpublished.  Unique  so  far  as  we  know;  the 
only  impression  recorded  from  this  obverse  die.  Ex. 
Theodore  L.  Craige,  pictured  in  Colonial  Newsletter 
no.  27,  Sept.  1969,  p.  24.  (Photo)  ($600.-up) 

GROUP  C 

Two  normal  cinquefoils  after 

INDE:  Colon  stops  both  sides. 

Subgroup  1.  Hyphen  in  ET-LIB: 

179*  1787.  M.  33.9-S.2.  R-3.  Break  from  rim  through  C  of 

AUCTORI;  cinquefoil  follows  ET-LIB;  with  die  chip 
above  upper  left  corner  of  I  of  INDE,  break  vertically 
through  topknot.  Very  Fine  or  better  in  sharpness, 
slightly  rough  patina  ranging  from  orange  through 
green  to  purple.  One  of  the  finest  seen  in  many  years, 
though  again  the  variety  is  readily  obtained  in  Good 
or  VG.  Possibly  the  “EF,  planchet  imperfection” 
piece  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 
’Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

180*  1787.  M.  33 .39— s.  1 .  R-l.  Hollow  toga  clasp  with  central 

details.  ORI  leans  r.;  AUC  widely  spaced;  last  cinque¬ 
foil  almost  touches  device;  badly  rusted  near  letters 
and  neck.  Rev.  Cinquefoil  follows  ET-LIB;  with 
fragmented  sash  ends,  chip  within  D,  rust  around  many 
letters;  weak,  rim  to  face.  Some  details  and  surface 
suggest  Ex.  Fine,  remainder  VF  plus;  faint  traces  of 
lustre  around  some  letters.  Finest  we  have  seen;  far 
superior  to  the  Merkin  Oct.  1973  coin.,  Norman  Bry¬ 
ant’s.  ANS's  or  the  Appleton-Mass.  Historical  Society 
example.  The  variety  was  not  represented  in  the 
Stepney  Hoard,  so  it  is  unlikely  to  be  equalled,  let 
alone  bettered.  (Photo)  ($125.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Subgroup  2. 

No  hyphen  in  ETLIB:  with  final  cinquefoil 

181'  1787.  M.  33.5— T.2.  R-4.  A  and  I  high,  the  A  solid;  crack 

through  AUC,  unpublished  crack  through  ORI.  Rev. 
E  of  ET  double  punched,  B  altered  from  R,  lower 
loop  too  small;  “skeleton  arm”  with  extra  long  fingers; 
shattered  at  top  and  bottom,  these  cracks  unpub¬ 
lished  and  extremely  rare.  This  rev.  probably  left  over 
from  the  earlier  groups,  as  it  has  the  heavy  outline 
around  globe;  upper  rev.  cinquefoils  heavy  and  double 
punched  but  we  cannot  find  evidence  of  alteration 
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from  crosses.  Almost  Very  Fine,  slight  lamination  de¬ 
fects.  Finer  than  the  Appleton-MHS  example  or  any 
other  seen  in  years.  (Photo)  ($75.— up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Subgroup  3. 

No  hyphen  in  ETLIR: 

With  final  cinquefoils 

186*  1787.  M.  33.1 1-gg.l.  High  R-6,  possibly  low  R-7.  Heavy 

rim  break  cohering  tops  of  TO,  another  die  failure 
involving  first  cinquefoil  and  A.  Rev.  Earlier  des¬ 
cribed  ETLIR  die,  advanced  breaks  through  ND  to 
seated  figure,  through  4th  cinquefoil,  etc.  Some  de¬ 
tails  Fine,  central  details  weaker,  few  old  nicks  and 
scratches,  nothing  serious.  No  auction  records;  ANS 
and  Dr.  Hall  coins  were  weak.  Possibly  full  R-7. 

(Photo)  ($300.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Rare  Off  Center  M.  33.16-T.2 

182  1787.  M.  33.16-T.2.  Borderline  R-8.  Second  N  double 

punched  (Div.  II,  transitional  group  H),  Rev.  pre¬ 
viously  described  “skeleton  arm”  die,  E  of  ET  double 
punched,  earlier  state  of  cracks.  Some  details  close  to 
Fine,  some  VG,  struck  off  center  (most  of  first 
cinquefoil  and  tops  of  AU,  tops  of  DE:  and  most 
of  two  following  cinquefoils  off  flan)  on  the  usual 
severely  defective  flan,  one  defect  obliterating  date, 
as  made.  Of  the  highest  rarity;  none  in  ANS,  though 
Dr.  Hall  owned  one,  and  one  other  is  reported,  both 
much  worn.  No  auction  record  in  any  grade.  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

183*  1787.  M.  33.36-T.l.  R-4.  Obv.  previously  described;  rev. 

E  of  INDE:  double  punched,  B  without  lower  serif, 
heavy  outline  to  globe,  heavy  single  base  line  broken 
above  space  between  78;  breaks  just  missing  topknot, 
through  tops  of  TLIB,  and  at  rim  opposite  last  cinque¬ 
foil.  Some  details  nearly  EF,  the  rest  YF  or  a  little 
weaker;  light  brown,  delicate  mottlings,  slight  granu¬ 
larity  on  weak  areas,  no  significant  defects.  Far  finer 
than  that  in  the  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale;  Appleton’s 
was  only  Good  to  VG.  (Photo)  ($175.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Second  Finest  Known 

184  1787.  M.  33.36-T.2.  R-2.  Same  obv.,  bulged  in  most  of 

left  side,  heavily  clashed  from  border  of  one  of  its 
reverses  (possibly  this  one),  rusted  and  shattered  near 
AU.  Rev.  Previously  described,  slightly  earlier  state 
of  cracks.  More  or  less  Ex.  Fine,  bold;  the  only  weak 
areas  are  those  affected  by  die  buckling.  Planchet  de¬ 
fective  as  usual.Toned  to  a  variety  of  shades  of  brown. 
Second  finest  known.  Second  only  to  the  unc.  speci¬ 
men  in  Merkin’s  Sept.  1974  Sale  at  $13.00.  Much 
finer  than  that  in  Merkin’s  Oct.  1973  sale,  or  the 
Miller-Ryder-Boyd  coin  in  New  Netherlands  60th 
sale.  Apparently  ex  Stepney  Hoard,  Craige,  Bowers  list 
April  1972,  well  up  in  three  figures.  (Photo) 

($450.-550). 


Rare  Unique  Unlisted  Variety 

185  1787.  Not  in  Miller,  “M.  33.36-T.3.”  R-8,  unique.  Obv.  as 

above,  perfect  die;  rev.  unpublished  new  die,  similar 
but  heavy  double  punching  on  8,  first  four  cinquefoils, 
and  LI.  Heavy  outline  to  glove.  Top  of  branch  club- 
shaped;  most  dentils  efffaced  from  die  at  right;  B 
low,  lower  loop  small;  base  lines  diverge  to  right;  L 
higher  than  T-I  which  are  in  turn  higher  than  E  or 
B.  Very  Fine,  head  not  well  brought  up  nor  is  skirt; 
granular  in  those  areas,  as  made.  The  only  impression 
of  this  reverse  die  known;  unique  discovery  coin. 
Presumably  the  break  through  NDE:  to  cinquefoil 
rapidly  advanced  forcing  quick  retirement  of  the  die. 
Possibly  a  four  figure  coin.  Discovery  announced  in 
Colonial  Newsletter  no.  17,  p.  23.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige. 

(Photo)  ($600.-up) 


187  1787.  M.  33.29-gg.l.  R-6,  fairly  high  in  that  level.  Hol¬ 

low  toga  clasp  has  crossbar.  First  colon  much  too 

low,  last  cinquefoil  touches  device.  Rev.  Previously 

described,  advanced  breaks,  severe  die  failure  over 

E;  to  branch.  Letters  and  surfaces  suggests  VF,  other 
details  Fine;  attribution  in  white  ink  on  face,  but  not 
in  Miller’s  nor  Hall’s  handwriting.  Finest  seen  at 
auction;  ANS’s  is  worn,  Dr.  Ruby’s  was  "naerly  Fine,” 
the  Appleton-MHS  piece  was  not  even  fully  VG, 

Bryant’s  was  onlyy  Good.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

188  1787.  M.  33.38-gg.l.  R-7.  Ring  around  end  of  curl  just 

before  ear;  second  O  extra  thick.  Wide  legend,  NNE 
high,  A  U  especially  far  apart,  ORI  leans  right;  light 
crack  from  first  cinquefoil  through  AUCTO  to  rim. 
Rev.  Previously  described  ETLIR:  die,  cracked,  bulged 
at  87,  probably  the  terminal  die  state.  Very  Good,  obv. 
bolder  than  rev.  as  usual  in  this  group,  dark,  porous; 
rev.  E’s  and  upper  cinquefoils  too  weakly  struck  to 
show.  No  auction  record  in  decades;  first  seen  in 
many  years  outside  ANS.  (Photo)  ($225.-300.) 

189*  1787.  M.  33.17-gg.2.  R-3.  die  flaws  in  ONN  and  from 

wreath  to  border;  clashed,  rusted,  cracked.  Rev. 
EjTLIR:  with  branch  almost  touching  cinquefoil  but 
away  from  colon;  triple  and  partly  quadruple  base  line. 
Shattered  at  lower  right  reverse.  Very  Fine  or  better, 
centers  and  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  weakly  struck,  granular 
planchet  defects  at  weak  areas,  no  other  defect  worth 
mention;  traces  of  faded  lustre  near  some  letters.  Not 
rare  in  ordinary  condition,  but  no  equal  one  has  been 
met  with  in  many  years.  (Photo)  ($75.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Tied  For  Finest  Known  M.  33.31-gg.2 

190  1787.  M.  33.3 l-gg.2.  R-7,  fairly  high  -  possibly  7  or  8 

known.  R  low,  I:  still  lower,  final  cinquefoil  practi¬ 
cally  touches  device.  Rev.  Earlier  described;  earlier 
state,  break  from  final  cinquefoil  to  shield  stand.  Fine 
but  weakly  struck;  planchet  defects  only  at  obv.  rims. 
Only  one  other  auctioned  in  decades  -  Dr.  Ruby’s 
just  Good.  This  is  tied  for  finest  known  with  the  Dr. 
Hall  coin;  others  are  more  worn.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

Subgroup  4. 

No  cinquefoil  after  ETLIB: 

191  1787.  M.  33. 7.-4. 2.  R-l.  The  familiar  obv.  yith  (light) 

crack  crossing  middle  of  T;  rev.  broken  B  punched 
over  a  cinquefoil  which  touches  last  colon.  Some  de¬ 
tails  almost  Extremely  Fine,  others  weaker;  light 
reddish  brown,  faint  traces  of  lustre,  with  light  granu¬ 
larity  on  the  weak  central  areas.  Die  buckling  be¬ 
tween  head  and  pole,  rim  break  at  lower  right.  Second 
finest  seen  in  years,  exceeded  by  the  AU  example  in 
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the  Mcrkiu  Oct.  73  sale  at  $625,  but  much  finer  than 
any  others  auctioned,  including  the  “VF”  Appleton- 
MHS  piece  (1970,  lot  195).  (Photo)  ($250.-up) 


tional  Fine.  Probably  should  be  called  low  R-7;  first 
we  have  seen  outside  ANS  in  over  15  years.  (Photo) 

($250. — lip) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Finest  Known  M.  33.7-r 

192  1787.  M.  33.7-r.  R-7.  Ephemeral  muling  of  dies  previous¬ 

ly  encountered  obv.  shattered,  rev.  rusted.  Better  than 
Ex.  Fine,  weak  uneven  strike,  the  weakness  partly 
from  die  failure;  lustrous  light  brown,  a  little  granu¬ 
larity  on  weak  areas  but  no  notable  defects.  Finest 
seen  to  date;  the  Appleton-MHS  coin  was  only  VG, 
the  ANS  example  is  worn,  the  best  of  the  four  in  the 
Bowers  April  1972  list  was  only  Fine.  Unheard  of  in 
this  fantastic  condition.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo) 

($600.-up) 


193* 


1787.  M.  33. 15— r.  1 .  R-2.  O  below  T-R,  NNE  high.  Rev. 
B  with  too  small  lower  loop  and  heavy  base,  cor¬ 
rected  from  R  and  punched  over  a  cinqufoil,  IB 
close  and  low.  Obv.  with  heavy  clash  marks  but 
without  the  cracks  from  edge  to  shoulder  and  last 
cinquefoil.  Ex.  Fine,  some  rev.  details  a  little  weaker, 
slight  granularity  in  weak  areas,  no  notable  defects; 
light  brown,  interestingly  mottled.  Finest  seen  in 
years,  finer  than  lot  178,  Merkin  Oct.  73  sale.  (Photo) 

($125.-175.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


194*  1787.  M.  33.17-r.l.  High  R-4,  possibly  low  R-5.  As  33.15 

above  but  2nd,  3rd  cinquefoils  farther  from  device, 
OR  in  line  and  slightly  above  I;  light  cracks  cross 
below  device,  rev.  rusted,  buckled,  shattered.  Difficult 
to  grade,  this  piece  has  only  a  little  wear,  suggesting 
a  grade  better  than  VF,  but  the  surfaces  are  much 
finer  with  traces  of  faded  mint  lustre  around  letters, 
suggesting  better  than  EF.  Falls  short  of  the  finest 
seen  (lot  346,  New  Netherlands  60th  sale)  only  in 
striking  quality;  finer  than  Merkin  Oct.  1973,  lot  179, 
which  sold  cheaply  at  $170.  From  Bowers  list;  earlier, 
believed  ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($150.-200.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Exceedingly  Rare 
1787-M.  33.17-R.5 

195  1787.  M.  33.17-r.5.  High  R-7,  almost  R-8.  Obv.  as  last, 

but  perfect  die.  Rev.  Similar  but  LIB  in  line,  the  B 
with  the  same  peculiar  lower  part  (corrected  from  R) 
and  punched  over  a  cinquefoil;  heavy  crack,  E: 
through  three  cinquefoils  and  head  through  pole  to 
index  finger,  another  from  rim  through  first  cinque¬ 
foil  to  leg.  Better  than  Very  Fine,  some  few  details 
nearer  to  Ex.  Fine,  traces  of  faded  lustre;  light  brown. 
Exceedingly  rare,  only  three  traced,  a  fourth  rumored: 
(1)  the  present  coin,  ex  Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  New  Nether¬ 
lands,  Craige,  Bowers  April  1972  list,  the  discovery 
coin  and  finest;  (2)  Lot  51,  Merkin  sale,  Oct.  1966, 
VF  at  a  figure  not  relevant  here;  (3)  worn  example 
in  ANS.  One  of  the  most  important  rarities  in  the 
series,  the  only  combination  known  to  have  been 
struck  using  this  rare  reverse.  Discovered  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Hall  sometime  between  1892  and  1909  (he 
died  in  May  1909).  (Photo)  ($500.-650.) 

196*  1787.  M.  33.27-r.4.  High  R-6,  nearly  R-7.  EC  too  close, 
C  too  low,  break  from  nose  to  R.  Rev.  Earlier  des¬ 
cribed;  break  from  stem  end  to  knee.  Fine,  minutely 
porous,  rev.  weakly  struck  (worn-out  die?)  suggesting 
VG.  Few  obv.  details  are  stronger  than  the  conven- 


Subgroup  5 

No  final  obv.  cinquefoil;  ETLIB: 

197*  1787.  M.  31.1-4.4.  R-2,  possibly  low  R-3.  No  final  obv. 

cinquefoil;  I  too  low.  Rev.  No  final  cinquefoil;  final 
colon-dots  about  touch,  lower  one  half  on  shield, 
wasp-waisted  Liberty.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  others 
weaker  as  struck;  light  brown,  interestingly  mottled, 
planchet  a  little  granular;  very  faint  suggestions  of 
lustre.  No  finer  example  offered  in  some  years,  though 
the  variety  is  readily  obtainable  in  Good  or  VG. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Superb  1787  M.  31.2-r.3 

198  1787.  M.  3 1 .2 — r .3 .  R-l.  As  last  but  first  two  cinquefoils 

about  touch  device;  RI  in  line;  B  corrected  from  R; 
colon-dots  normal;  die  chip  before  date;  early  state 
of  cracks  wreath  to  3rd  cinquefoil,  NDE  to  cinque¬ 
foil.  Difficult  to  grade,  THIS  PIECE  WAS  NEVER 
IN  CIRCULATION,  though  there  are  traces  of  what 
look  like  cabinet  friction  on  a  few  highest  points; 
iridescent  light  tan  with  faint  iridescence  and  traces 
of  mint  red,  mostly  on  rev.,  with  thin  patches  of  a 
(removable?)  green  granular  deposit  at  left  obverse. 
Tiny  obv.  rim  nick;  planchet  granular  on  the  weak 
areas  (as  usual)  but  without  notable  defect.  ABOUT 
UNC.  would  perhaps  be  a  reasonable  compromise 
grade.  Nevertheless,  the  best  seen  in  many  years, 
somewhat  finer  than  lot  169,  Merkin  Oct.  73  or 
Appleton-MHS  (Oct.  1970,  lot  142,  “VF”),  Ex 
Stepney  Hoard,  via  the  Bowers  list.  (Photo) 

($450.-550.) 

Subgroup  G. 

No  Final  obv.  cinquefoil;  ETLIR: 

Superb  1787  M.  31.1-gg.l. 

199  1787.  M.  31.1— gg.l.  High  R— 3,  possibly  R— 4.  Branch  very 

close  to  colon  dot  and  cinquefoil.  Early  state  of  rev. 
cracks.  SPLENDID  IRIDESCENT  LIGHT  OLIVE 
AND  MINT  RED  UNC.,  THE  LIGHT  OLIVE 
FADED  FROM  MINT  COLOR,  THE  RED  MOSTLY 
AROUND  DEVICES  AND  LETTERS;  BEAUTI¬ 
FULLY  GLOSSY  SLIRFACES,  Devices  unevenly 
struck  as  usual,  centers  somewhat  weak,  usual  granu¬ 
larity  in  the  weak  areas,  several  plain  but  minor 
planchet  defects,  plainest  at  upper  obv.  border.  Off 
center  just  enough  to  place  tops  of  head,  4th  cinque¬ 
foil,  pole  and  ET  off  flan.  Extraordinary  condition, 
probably  finest  known,  certainly  finest  publically 
offered.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($650.-up) 

GROUP  D 

Three  cinquefoils  after 
INDE:  with  colon  stops  both  sides 

This  is  by  far  the  largest  and  most  complex  group  in  the 
Connecticut  series.  As  the  chronological  sequencies  not  com¬ 
pletely  known  for  the  varieties  within  the  group,  some  kind  of 
arbitrary  procedure  must  be  used  in  order  to  reduce  the  series 
from  the  indigestible  mishmash  in  which  Miller  left  it  into  a 
set  of  subgroups  in  which  the  collector  can  at  least  identify  his 
own  coins  and  the  others  he  needs.  Within  this  group  only  we 
are,  for  the  time  being,  adopting  a  system  in  which  the  deviations 
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from  standard  type  (omission  of  cinquefoils  or  colons,  mis¬ 
spellings  and  corrected  blunders)  are  the  keys  to  identification. 

Type  33-Z  is  the  standard  from  which  these  deviations  occur; 
for  the  collector  unfamiliar  with  either  Crosby  or  Miller,  this 
has  four  obv.  cinquefoils  and  two  colons,  rev.  one  cinquefoil 
before  1NDE  and  three  after,  one  cinquefoil  before  and  one 
after  ETLIB,  colons  after  both  AUCTORI:  CONNEC:  am' 
INDE:  ETLIB:  without  hyphens.  Descriptions  of  varieties  to 
follow  assume  these  inscriptions  and  ornaments  as  a  basis  from 
which  deviations  occur;  thus,  “no  final  cinquefoil”  defines  type 
W.  “first  cinquefoil  obv.  missing”  defines  type  30,  etc. 

Subgroup  1. 

First  Obv.  Cinquefoil  Missing 

200*  1787.  M.  30-hh.2.  R-2.  Only  the  one  obv.  Rev.  As  type 

Z  but  ETL1R:  Last  cinquefoil  partly  buried  in 
shield.  Extremely  Fine  plus,  light  olive  with  darker 
mottlings,  from  faded  lustre.  One  small  planchet  de¬ 
fect  either  side,  otherwise  on  an  exceptionally  good 
flan.  Far  better  than  average  strike.  With  all  breaks 
described  by  Miller  plus  an  unlisted  one  from  rim 
towards  upright  of  E  in  ETLIB.  Finest  we  have  seen, 
no  nearly  equal  one  offered  in  many  years.  From 
the  Bowers  list,  in  three  figures.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 
*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Subgroup  2. 

Second  Obv.  Cinquefoil  Missing 

201  1787.  M.44-Z.10.  R-7.  Only  the  one  obv.  die;  only  the 

one  rev.  of  type  Z  paired  with  it.  Unlisted  breaks 
from  rim  through  L  towards  upper  and  lower  sash 
ends,  from  top  of  branch  to  face,  and  a  bulge  from 
globe  through  knee  towards  E:.  Fine  obv.  more 
weakly  struck  owing  to  the  extra  metal  take  up  by 
the  bulges  on  reverse,  obv.  also  giving  way  to  left 
field.  Minor  lamination  defects.  Dark  brown,  de¬ 
vices  highlighted,  the  surface  suggesting  a  grade  a 
little  above  Fine.  First  we  have  actually  handled  out¬ 
side  ANS,  though  3  or  4  others  are  reported;  no  auc¬ 
tion  record  in  many  years.  (Photo)  ($325.-425.) 

Subgroup  3. 

Missing  Second  Obv.  and  Last  Rev.  Cinquefoils 
Possibly  Finest  Known 

202  1787.  M.44-W.4.  R-3,  possibly  low  R-4.  Earlier  obv. 

state.  Rev.  Cinquefoil  very  close  to  I  and  foot.  Diffi¬ 
cult  to  grade,  this  has  had  almost  no  wear,  and  some 
details  are  sharp,  others  (mostly  in  centers)  weaker; 
part  of  surface  is  lustrous  light  olive  faded  from 
mint  color  with  minute  traces  of  mint  red  here  and 
there,  elsewhere  partly  covered  by  slightly  rough  dark 
green  deposit.  Finer  than  lot  196,  Merkin  October 
1973  sale;  nothing  close  auctioned  in  many  years, 
though  plenty  of  worn  ones  are  around.  Certainly 
one  of  the  finest  known,  possibly  finest.  Ex  Stepney 
Hoard.  Bowers  April  1972  list  in  three  figures. 

(Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

203*  1787.  M.44-W.5.  R-7.  Similar  to  above  but  branch  hand 

opposite  space  between  DE,  N  too  high,  E  away 
from  pole  hand.  Some  details  Fine,  others  VG  or 
better;  dark  green  patina,  partly  rough;  long  light  obv. 
lamination  defect.  Possibly  as  many  as  eight  survive, 
including  ANS’s  worn  one,  this  piece,  that  from  the 
Stepney  Hoard,  and  those  in  the  Barnsley  collection 
and  Boyd  estate.  (Photo)  ($225.-275.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Subgroup  4. 

Only  last  Rev.  Cinquefoil  Missing 

204*  1787.  M.  33.26-W.5.  High  R-7,  possibly  borderline  R-8. 

A  first  cut  normally  then  "corrected”  its  final  posi¬ 
tion  much  too  high;  very  wide  legend.  Rev.  as  last. 
Without  the  heavy  break  mentioned  by  Miller.  Fine, 
somewhat  soft  strike.  First  seen  in  many  years  out¬ 
side  ANS;  no  auction  record  in  decades.  Apparently 
ex  Craige.  (Photo)  ($300.-350.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

205  1787.  M.  33.26-W .3.  R-7.  Obv.  as  last  but  heavy  break 

across  drapery.  Rev.  B  corrected  from  R,  now  with 
straight  base  line  slanting  up;  lower  colon  dot  much 
larger  than  upper.  Early  state  of  die  break.  Some  de¬ 
tails  of  VF  sharpness,  others  more  like  Fine,  on  a 
porous  planchet,  dark  with  devices  nicely  highlighted. 
Uneven  strike,  I:  and  cinquefoil  not  visible,  date 
mostly  off  flan  and  hardly  visible.  Besides  the  ANS 
example,  we  have  seen  less  than  six  others,  all  but 
one  in  lower  grades  than  this  -  the  Dr.  Black  piece 
in  New  Netherlands  60th  sale.  (Photo)  ($300-400.) 

Finest  Known  M.  33.44-W.3 

206  1787.  M.  33.44-W.3.  R-7.  Final  C  high  and  leaning  right, 

both  colons  too  low,  second  cinquefoil  practically 
touching  head.  Rev.  As  last,  with  only  the  faintest 
trace  of  break  from  T  to  border.  Better  than  Ex. 
Fine,  some  details  of  practically  full  mint  sharpness; 
light  olive  partly  faded  from  mint  color.  With  the  heavy 
cracks  described  in  Miller.  Full  date,  which  is  un¬ 
heard  of  for  this  reverse  die;  very  short  7s,  first 
originally  cut  far  too  high  then  corrected.  Rev.  We 
know  only  this  one,  the  ANS  piece,  one  from  the 
Dr.  Hall  collection,  the  Norman  Bryant  coin  (only 
Good),  the  other  from  the  Bowers  list  (Fine),  and 
two  others  in  private  collections.  At  present  this 
qualifies  as  finest  known  and  of  an  extreme  rarity. 

(Photo)  ($550.-up) 

Extremely  Rare  1787  M.  33.25-W.3 

207  1787.  M.  33.25-W.3.  R— 7.  Die  chips  before  drapery  and 

throat;  none  of  the  cracks  described  by  Miller.  Rev. 
As  last,  with  the  break.  Some  details  Ex.  Fine,  others 
weaker,  first  colon  and  adjacent  cinquofoil  hardly 
visible,  date  partly  off  flan;  pleasing  light  tan,  a 
little  dark  around  letters.  Finest  we  have  seen  of  this 
great  rarity.  No  auction  record  in  many  years. 

(Photo)  ($600.-up) 

208*  1787.  M.  33.12-W.3.  R-7.  CO  almost  touch;  shattered 

die  around  AUCTO  and  drapery.  Rev.  As  last,  later 
state.  Some  details  close  to  VF,  others  weaker  as  struck, 
including  upper  obv.  cinquefoils  and  lower  rev.  drap¬ 
ery;  part  of  date  off  flan;  usual  defects,  plainest  at 
edges.  Bent  near  AUCTO.  First  we  have  seen  outside 
ANS  in  many  years;  no  auction  record,  none  in  the 
Bowers  list.  (Photo)  ($250.-350.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

209*  1787.  M.  33.3-W.l.  R-4.  First  N  plainly  double  punched; 

E  corrected  from  F.  Rev.  Branch  away  from  colon, 
final  7  low  and  away  from  base;  B  corrected  from  R. 
Very  Fine,  glossy  patina  ranging  from  pale  steel  to 
brownish  red,  with  small  touches  of  rpugh  green  and  a 
few  ancient  pin  scratches  not  disturbing  the  pleasing 
colors.  No  equal  one  offered  in  many  years.  From 
the  Bowers  list.  (Photo)  ($125.-175.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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Possibly  Finest  Known  M.  33.45-W.2  of  1787 

210  1787.  M.  33.45-W.2.  R-7.  Second  cinquefoil  very  close  to 

hair,  third  about  touches  head  and  is  exceptionally 
close  to  both  wreath  and  C.  Rev.  B  corrected  from  R 
similarly  to  W.3  above;  date  line  partly  triple  at  left 
(see  next  lot);  breaks  through  first  colon  and  branch 
to  hand,  from  waist  through  shield,  from  rim  to 
pole  hand.  Some  details  Ex.  Fine,,  others  VF,  usual 
uneven  strike  (weakest  at  brow  and  lower  rev.  drap¬ 
ery),  few  light  edge  defects;  light  brown,  faint  signs 
of  lustre  near  some  letters.  Lower  part  of  date,  top 
of  I  and  wreath  off  flan.  Unpublished  severe  break 
from  rim  through  drapery  vertically  up  to  neck,  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  immediate  discard  of  this  die  and 
its  consequent  rarity.  Finest  we  have  seen.  No  auc¬ 
tion  records.  From  the  Bowers  list  well  into  three 
figures;  earlier,  believed  ex  Craige.  A  little  finer,  if 
anything,  than  the  Dr.  Hall  example;  Appleton’s 
was  only  Good.  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

211*  1787.  M.  33.34-W.2.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Very  wide 

legend  with  AU,  TO  and  CO  close,  many  letters  leaning 
left,  break  at  tops  of  ON,  E  (corrected  from  F)  too 
low,  C:  still  lower  and  leaning  markedly  to  right; 
break,  rim  to  top  of  head,  Rev.  As  last,  heavier 
breaks.  Strictly  Fine.  Light  brown  with  interesting 
mottling,  comparatively  free  of  defects.  Apparently 
one  of  three  finest.  (Photo)  ($275.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Finest  Known  M.  33.10-W-6 

212  1787.  M.  33.10-W-6.  R-8.  Obv.  No  toga  clasp.  Irregular 

legend,  CT  RI  NN  markedly  higher  than  other 
letters,  all  cinquefoils  touching  or  about  touching  de¬ 
vice.  Rev.  Distinctively  for  type  W,  branch  aims  at 
third  cinquefoil;  B  not  corrected  from  R  but  from  a 
broken  B  punch;  lower  colon-dot  completely  buried  in 
shield,  upper  dot  nearly  touches  shield;  Ms.  Liberty 
has  a  partly  open  fan  tucked  in  her  sash,  next  to 
pole.  (If  the  sword  hilt  and  guard  sufficed  to  change 
a  1786  die  from  an  ordinary  Type  H  to  a  new  Type 
S  back  in  1920,  then  possibly  this  fan  might  justify 
changing  the  present  die  from  type  W  to  a  new  type, 
perhaps  YY.)  Many  details  Very  Fine,  some  weaker 
as  struck;  lightly  cleaned,  on  a  partly  porous  planchet, 
with  very  minor  defects  including  irregular  shape  at 
edge,  weakly  struck  because  of  heavy  obv.  clash 
marks  and  other  die  failures.  Unknown  to  Dr.  Hall 
discovered  by  Miller,  who  knew  only  two  specimens 
-  his  own  and  the  Canfield  coin  (now  in  ANS).  The 
present  coin  is  finer  than  either  of  those  and  qualifies 
as  finest  known.  A  possible  third  in  collectors’  hands 
is  represented  by  the  Bowers  list,  “About  Fine,”  in 
three  figures,  which  seems  too  low  to  be  the  present 
coin.  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

Subgroup  5. 

First  rev.  cinquefoil  missing 
Possibly  Finest  Known 

213  1787.  M.  33.19-q.  R-7.  I  first  punched  much  too  high, 

then  “corrected”  far  too  low,  much  below  TOR.  First 
cinquefoil  buried  in  armor,  first  colon  leans  crazily 
to  left.  Rev.  In  addition  to  the  missing  cinquefoil,  this 
has  E  in  INDE  corrected  from  an  N.  Surfaces  and 
some  details  fully  VF,  centers  weaker;  light  brown, 
slight  granularity  in  the  weak  areas  as  made  two 
very  slight  mint  clips.  The  only  one  auctioned  in 
recent  years  seems  to  have  been  the  Appleton-MHS 


coin,  only  Good;  ANS’s  is  also  worn.  Probably  finest 
known,  at  worst  very  high  in  the  Condition  Census. 

(Photo)  ($325.-375.) 

214*  1787.  M.  33.43-q.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  T  and  second 

N  far  too  high;  three  groups  of  three  berries  each 
on  wreath;  E  corrected  from  F.  Rev.  Same  as  last. 

Some  rev.  details  Fine,  remainder  VG  -  probably 
better  but  weakly  struck;  planchet  with  only  minor  de¬ 
fects,  no  nicks  or  dents  to  speak  of.  That  the  consignor 
could  not  obtain  a  finer  example  makes  us  suspect 
that  the  variety  is  rarer  than  generally  believed;  no 
auction  records,  and  ANS’s  are  both  worn.  From  the 
Bowers  list;  first  seen  in  years.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

215*  1787.  M.  33.4-q.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  E  first  cut  too 

high  then  corrected,  TO  too  close;  shattered  die,  all 
breaks  mentioned  by  Miller  with  others  unmentioned. 
Rev.  Unlisted  breaks  from  rim  through  head  to 
cinquefoil  and  pole  hand  to  border.  Many  details  Fine 
plus,  others  a  little  weaker.  Planchet  mostly  free  of 
defects  except  near  rims.  In  the  same  rarity  class  as 
preceding.  From  the  Bowers  list.  (Photo)  ($275.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Subgroup  6 

Cinquefoil  before  ETLIB  missing 

216*  1787.  M.  33.6-KK.  R-3.  Double-entered  or  “shifted "  hub; 

three  ribbon  ends,  most  details  of  hair,  wreath  and 
drapery  doubled.  Rev.  Besides  the  missing  cinquefoil, 
this  has  INDF:  with  only  a  faint  token  attempt  at 
correction;  the  L  is  made  from  an  I.  Better  than  Ex. 
Fine,  natural  green  and  light  olive  gloss,  well  struck, 
clean  and  free  of  discernible  defect;  unlisted  die 
failures  around  AUCT  and  IN.  Finest  we  have  seen; 
considerably  superior  to  Breisland’s  VF  (in  Stack’s 
sale,  June  1973,  lot  810,  or  to  the  Norman  Bryant 
coin,  or  to  that  in  the  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale.  The 
Appleton-MHS  piece  (1970)  was  only  Fine.)  A  naked- 
eye  type  coin,  the  only  variety  with  either  of  these 
working  dies,  the  only  one  with  the  missing  cinquefoil 
in  this  pattern.  Apparently  ex  Stepney  Hoard. 

(Photo)  ($225.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Subgroup  7 

CONNFC  with  colons 

217  1787.  M.  33.37-Z.9.  R-4,  possibly  R-5.  The  only  CON- 

NFC  die  with  colons  (both  43.1  and  43.2  have  periods 
in  obv.  legends  instead);  heavy  extra  pellet  (mis¬ 
placed  colon  dot?)  above  space  between  final  colon 
and  cinquefoil,  smaller  dot  between  colon  dots.  Rev. 
E  corrected  from  F,  B  from  R,  final  cinquefoil  touches 
shield  and  almost  touches  upper  colon  dot,  lower 
colon  dot  buried  in  shield.  Without  a  trace  of  the 
period  between  O.  R  but  with  unlisted  breaks  from 
rim  to  O  and  C  of  CONNFC  and  rev.  breaks  much 
extended  together  with  a  new  one  from  rim  to  base 
grazing  final  7.  Extremely  Fine,  lustrous  light  brown, 
generally  well  struck  and  free  of  any  defect  worth 
mention.  Second  finest  we  have  seen,  exceeded  by  the 
uncirculated  example  in  the  Merkin  Oct.  1974  sale  at 
$1250,  Norman  Bryant’s  was  only  Good,  most  others 
seen  in  recent  years  have  ranged  from  Fair  to  Fine. 
Undervalued  because  unrecognized,  but  due  for  appre¬ 
ciation  as  another  naked-eye  type  coin.  From  the 
Bowers  April  1972  list,  in  three  figures;  earlier,  ap¬ 
parently  ex  Craige.  (Photo)  ($325.-up) 
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Subgroup  8 

Standard  Type  Except  for  ETLIR: 

218  1787.  M.M.33.43-hh.2.  R-6.  Obv.  Previously  described. 

Rev.  ETLIR:  with  tail  of  R  weak  and  about  touching 
colon;  base  of  E  corrected  from  F,  running  into  colon. 
Surface  and  some  details  YF,  but  very  weakly  and 
unevenly  struck  on  a  very  defective  planchet.  Rev. 
bulging  at  foot,  early  state  of  the  unlisted  cracks 
involving  second  and  third  cinquefoils,  head,  pole  and 
ET.  No  recent  auction  records;  best  we  have  seen  in 
some  years.  Apparently  from  the  Bowers  list. 

(Photo)  ($425.-525.) 

219*  1787.  M.ee.23-hh.2.  R-7.  U  leans  left,  its  top  above  C; 

E  above  N-C.  Rev.  as  last,  shattered  in  upper  field, 
rusted,  worn.  The  slightly  lustrous  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  a  few  details  suggest  Very  Fine  or  better, 
but  the  piece  is  weakly  struck  and  almost  impossible 
to  grade  in  one  or  two  words  without  misleading  the 
collector.  Most  of  the  weaknesses  are  due  to  die 
failure  (advanced  on  reverse),  others  to  the  way  it 
was  struck.  One  of  two  finest  known,  the  other  the 
equally  uneven  “EF”  Appleton-MHS  coin,  lot  151 
(1970);  ANS’s  is  worn.  Looks  better  than  it  sounds  be¬ 
cause  the  planchet  is  free  of  defect  and  the  color  is 
pleasing.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

220  1787  M.  33.13-hh.2.  High  R-7.  Partly  doubled  border 

above  CO  and  left.  First  cinquefoil  embedded  in  bust, 
second  so  low  that  it  almost  touches  lower  colon  dot. 
Rev.  Extremely  advanced  state  of  preceding,  still  more 
worn,  buckled  and  shattered.  Obv.  in  one  of  the  latest 
die  states  known,  with  the  break  at  TO  heavy  and  nu¬ 
merous  parallel  breaks  through  neck,  drapery  and 
ribbons  towards  EC:  and  cinquefoil,  these  breaks  un¬ 
known  to  Miller.  Because  of  the  very  worn  state  of 
reverse  die,  this  piece  must  be  graded  by  obverse  details 
and  by  surfaces,  like  the  Vermont  Britannia.  This  yields 
an  overall  grade  of  YF  or  a  hair’s  breadth  below;  light 
brown,  no  nicks  or  dents,  almost  free  of  flan  defects. 
No  auction  records.  Aside  from  the  ANS  example,  the 
first  we  have  seen  in  over  a  decade;  the  Miller  VG,  in 
the  Bowers  April  1972  list,  went  in  three  figures. 

(Photo)  ($425.-525.) 

The  following  subgroups  have  standard  legend  of  type  33-Z 

but  corrected  blunders. 

Subgroup  9 

ET  corrected  from  FT 

221*  1787  M.M.  33.4-Z.2.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Obv.  earlier 

described,  with  the  cracks  mentioned  by  Miller  but  no 
others.  Rev.  INDE  closely  spaced  (the  E  over  F  is  only 
visible  on  sharp  specimens).  In  terms  of  actual  wear, 
this  piece  would  have  to  be  called  Fine  to  YF,  dark 
brown  and  steel,  devices  highlighted;  not  well  struck  up 
though  all  details  show  except  parts  of  hair  and  dra¬ 
pery;  very  minor  flan  defects,  no  nicks.  Possibly  a  full 
R-7;  no  auction  records,  none  seen  in  some  years, 
ANS’s  is  worn.  From  the  Bowers  April  1972  list,  in 
three  figures;  believed  ex  Craige.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

222  1787  M.  33.42-Z.2.  High  R-7.  Second  cinquefoil  almost 

touches  upper  dot  of  colon  which  leans  far  to  left  to 
accomodate  it;  E  first  punched  much  too  high,  then 
corrected;  last  cinquefoil  almost  touches  lower  dot  of 
similar  “left-handed”  colon.  Heavy  crack  in  field  above 
AUCT  (unpublished).  Rev.  As  last.  More  or  Jess  Fine, 


only  the  most  trivial  defects,  light  and  medium  steel, 
everything  clear  though  bottoms  of  17  are  off  flan.  One 
is  in  ANS,  another  was  in  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  collec¬ 
tions  via  New  Netherlands  (this  one?),  no  other  seen  in 
many  years  though  at  least  two  others  are  reported;  no 
auction  record,  none  in  the  Bowers  list.  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

-~3  1787.  M.  33.19— Z. 2.  R— 4,  possibly  R— 5.  Obv.  previously 

described,  with  I  first  punched  too  high,  then  too  low, 
E  corrected  from  F.  Rev.  As  preceding,  cracks  through 
tops  of  ETLI  into  field,  through  top  of  B  through  cin¬ 
quefoil  and  base  line  to  border,  from  rim  through  top 
of  head  and  neck;  as  yet  no  cracks  in  left  field.  Surfaces 
and  some  details  of  Extremely  Fine  grade,  other  details 
somewhat  weaker  as  struck;  excellent  smooth  surfaces, 
slightly  lustrous,  except  for  granularity  in  the  weak 
areas  as  made.  Several  very  slight  planchet  defects  at 
edges,  one  tiny  hidden  rim  nick.  As  fine  as  we  have 
ever  seen,  possibly  finest  known;  the  piece  in  the 
Bowers  list  was  only  VF.  Oddly,  no  auction  records  in 
years — possibly  we  have  the  rarity  rating  too  low. 

(Photo)  ($150.-250.) 

Finest  Known  Superb  1787  M.  33.40-Z.2. 

224  1787.  M.  33.40-Z.2.  R-7.  Incomplete  drapery  and  armor 

(lapped  die),  O  of  CONNEC:  double  punched,  rust  pits 
join  EC,  heavy  break  from  rim  to  shoulder  and  cinque¬ 
foil,  many  faint  cracks  in  left  field,  buckling  at  cin¬ 
quefoils  left  of  head,  etc.  PRACTICALLY  UNC.,  light 
olive  and  mint  red;  faintest  hint  of  rub  on  Ms.  Lib¬ 
erty’s  breast  and  knee,  but  the  surfaces  demand  a  grade 
of  at  least  borderline  Unc.  Few  of  the  usual  planchet 
defects,  no  nicks  or  dents.  Generally  well  struck  though 
die  failure  weakens  INDE:  off  center  so  that  date  is 
off  flan.  Finest  known;  that  in  the  Bowers  list  was  only 
VF-EF,  the  ANS  and  Dr.  Hall  coins  are  worn.  No 
auction  records.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard,  probably  via 
Craige.  (Photo)  ($800.-up) 

225*  1787  M.  33.23-Z.4.  R-3,  possibly  R-4.  Obv.  previously 

described  (subgroup  8);  rev.  First  colon  leans  left  and 
is  very  close  to  both  E  and  cinquefoil;  ET  LIB  spaced 
apart.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has  some  rev.  details  Very 
Fine,  others  Fine,  but  obv.  is  very  weakly  struck  from 
injured  and  badly  worn  die.  Everything  is  legible  though 
obv.  letters  are  weak.  The  Fine  Appleton-MHS  (1970) 
coin  and  the  “F-VF”  piece  in  the  Bowers  list  appear 
to  be  the  only  possibly  better  ones  offered  in  years. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

226*  1787  M.  33.2-Z.17.  Almost  R-6,  possibly  within  that 

level.  No  dentils  above  CONNE;  about  equal  very  nar¬ 
row  spacing  between  I:  and  cinquefoil  and  hair,  last 
colon,  cinquefoil  and  drapery.  Cracks  through  tops  and 
bases  of  most  letters.  Rev.  Thin  arms,  fragmented  sash 
ends.  Branch  hand  opposite  space  between  E:  ND  and 
LI  close,  remainder  widely  spaced;  heavy  straight  break 
from  rim  through  first  E  to  knee  and  baseline  above 
final  7,  reappearing  in  field  r.  of  date.  Possibly  an 
INDE/INDF  die  but  the  break  makes  this  uncertain. 
Some  details  Very  Fine,  others  Fine,  surfaces  VF.  The 
break  has  rendered  upper  part  of  obverse,  weak  by 
forcing  it  into  a  different  plane  from  the  rest;  pre¬ 
sumably  this  die  was  discarded  at  once.  Only  one 
auction  record  in  recent  years,  a  Norman  Bryant  coin 
in  more  worn  condition.  From  the  Bowers  list.  (Photo) 

($200.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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Subgroup  10 

INDE  corrected  from  INDN 
Finest  Known 

227  1787  M.  33. 13— Z.  1 .  Almost  or  quite  R-7.  Obv.  Previously 

described,  early  state  with  break  at  TO  just  starting. 
Rev.  The  only  die  with  standard  legend  of  type  Z 
showing  the  E  over  N  blunder;  no  trace  of  cracks.  Ex. 
Fine,  light  mint  clip  affecting  top  of  pole;  light  olive 
faded  from  mint  red,  faint  traces  of  some  red  around 
letters;  granular  in  the  weakly  struck  central  areas. 
Finest  known  to  us,  far  exceeds  the  VF  in  the  Bowers 
list  (in  three  figures);  no  auction  records  in  many  years. 
Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($475.-575.) 

228*  1787  M.  33.19-Z.l.  R-l.  Obv.  Previously  described,  but 

the  too  high  initial  I  is  almost  invisible;  die  failure 
makes  CONNF.C,  the  base  of  the  correction  making 
the  E  mostly  gone.  Die  severely  buckled  and  clashed, 
with  some  rust  marks.  Rev.  Faint  trace  of  cracks  from 
4th  cinquefoil  to  head  and  to  breast.  Surfaces  suggest  a 
grade  between  VF  and  EF,  light  brown,  granular  only 
on  the  weakly  struck  central  areas.  Many  details  of  at 
least  VF  sharpness,  centers  weaker.  Edge  irregularity 
above  wreath  as  made.  Second  only  to  the  AU  Stepney 
Hoard  piece;  no  auction  record  in  any  grade  anywhere 
near  this  one.  (Photo)  ($75.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

229*  1787.  M.  33.38-Z.l.  R-5.  Obv.  previously  described  (in 

group  C),  now  with  many  cracks.  Rev.  As  last  both 
cracks  plain,  a  third  from  shield  to  border,  not  yet 
joining  second.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has  excellent 
smooth  surfaces,  chocolate  brown  with  lighter  flecks, 
suggesting  VF,  some  few  details  of  VF  sharpness,  but 
more  than  half  of  devices  weakly  struck,  especially  rev. 
partly  from  die  failure,  partly  from  insufficient  force 
in  striking.  Very  slight  obv.  lamination,  no  notable  de¬ 
fects,  no  nicks  or  dents,  far  less  granualrity  than  usual. 
Odd  egg-shaped  flan.  Finest  seen  in  years,  finer  than 
ANS’s.  No  auction  record  in  years;  is  the  rarity  rating 
too  low?  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Possibly  Finest  Known 

230  1787  M.  33.40— Z.l.  Almost  or  quite  R— 7.  Obv.  previously 

described  (subgroup  9),  heavily  broken  and  clashed 
die.  Rev.  As  last,  shattered,  second  crack  extends  all 
the  way  across,  die  break  lump  at  edge  of  shield,  etc. 
Very  Fine,  weakly  and  unevenly  struck  owing  to  die 
failures,  pleasing  light  brown  surfaces;  one  ancient  pin 
scratch,  couple  of  minute  rim  nicks,  no  other  defect 
worth  mention.  Finest  we  have  seen,  finer  than  the 
ANS  coin,  possibly  this  is  the  Dr.  Hall  specimen,  or 
else  it  is  its  only  competitor.  No  auction  record  in  years. 
That  in  the  Bowers  list  was  only  About  Fine.  (Photo) 

($375.-475.) 


23L 


Subgroup  11 

INDE  corrected  from  1DDE 

1787  M.  33  12-Z.21.  R-7.  Obv.  previously  described  (sub¬ 
group  4)  but  in  earlier  state  with  few  cracks.  Rev. 
Differs  from  the  other  die  of  this  type  in  that  upper 
colon  dot  is  nearer  to  cinquefoil  than  to  E.  Heavy 

S™*  t0‘aSt  cin£luefoi|;  faint  crack  beginning 

through  NDE  to  branch.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  othert 
Fine,  old  light  pitting;  mostly  fairly  well  struck.  Grossly 
undervalued  fust  we  have  seen  in  many  years  outside 
ANS,  though  Dr.  Hall  and  Miller  each  had  one.  All 


three  varieties  of  this  subgroup  are  extremely  rare.  Ex. 
Bowers  list,  April  1972,  earlier,  apparently  ex  Craige. 

(Photo)  ($325.-400.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

232  1787  M.  33.2-Z.21.  R-7.  No  dentils  above  CONNE;  about 

equal  very  narrow  spacing  between  1:  and  cinquefoil 
and  hair,  last  colon,  cinquefoil  and  drapery.  Cracks 
through  tops  and  bases  of  most  letters.  Rev.  As  last, 
advanced  cracks  from  base  line  through  foot,  INDE, 
branch  to  4th  cinquefoil;  shattered  at  upper  and  lower 
right.  Some  details  Ex.  Fine,  some  Very  Fine,  unevenly 
struck;  surfaces  light  to  dark  brown,  suggesting  a  grade 
between  VF  and  EF  but  a  trifle  nearer  the  latter, 
smooth  and  almost  free  of  defects.  First  we  have  seen 
in  many  years  outside  ANS,  though  Miller  and  Dr. 
Hall  had  examples  (this  may  be  one  of  these).  Ex 
Craige.  (Photo)  ($375.-475.) 

233  1787.  M.  33.2-Z.22.  R-7.  Same  obv.,  shattered.  Rev. 

Similar  but  last  colon  consists  of  two  tiny  fragments, 
the  upper  partial  dot  running  into  cinquefoil;  I  in  LIB 
first  punched  too  high,  then  corrected.  Some  details 
close  to  Fine,  others  weak  as  struck;  surfaces  of  a  Fine 
or  higher  grade;  several  of  the  usual  defects.  Heavy 
bulge  from  ankle  to  IN  (unpublished);  rim  break  above 
4th  cinquefoil  and  head  as  mentioned  by  Miller. 
Grossly  underrated  by  Miller;  first  we  have  seen  out¬ 
side  ANS,  though  Miller  and  Dr.  Hall  had  examples. 
No  auction  record,  none  in  the  Bowers  list.  (Photo) 

($225.-300.) 

In  the  following  subgroups,  the  letter  corrections  appear  to 

represent  less  blunder  than  mint  economy  in  the  use  of  broken 

punches. 

Subgroup  12 

INDE  corrected  from  INDF 
Second  Finest  Known 

234  1787  M.  33.13-Z.6.  R-6.  Obv.  Previously  described,  inter¬ 

mediate  state  of  breaks  at  TO  and  lower  right.  Rev. 
T-IB  lean  right  with  respect  to  E  and  L.  Traces  of 
what  may  be  a  7  at  upper  left  of  8,  but  die  failure 
makes  certainty  impossible.  Light  crack  through  2nd 
and  3rd  cinquefoils  to  head.  Very  Fine,  pleasing  light 
brown,  faint  traces  of  rev.  lustre,  almost  free  of  de¬ 
fects.  Second  only  to  the  Ex.  Fine  in  the  Bowers  list  in 
three  figures  (the  Dr.  Hall  coin?);  the  few  others  we 
have  seen  are  all  well  worn,  including  that  in  ANS. 
No  auction  record  in  years.  (Photo)  ($375.-up) 

235*  1787.  M.  33.38-Z.6.  R-6.  Obv.  previously  described, 

severely  buckled  and  shattered-apparently  the  terminal 
state.  Rev.  As  last,  bulged  obliterating  most  of  787, 
heavy  break  from  rim  to  N,  another  bulge  at  pole  arm, 
etc.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has  surfaces  and  some  de¬ 
tails  suggesting  at  least  Fine,  but  die  failures  have 
weakened  enough  other  details  to  make  a  fair  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  coin's  degree  of  wear  all  but  impossible. 
Probably  only  a  few  were  struck  after  this  one;  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  anything  like  this  could  have  passed 
inspection.  First  seen  in  many  years;  no  auction  record 
in  any  grade  in  decades.  Possibly  the  Dr.  Hall  coin. 

(Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Exceeding  Rare  1787  M.  33.35-Z.9 

236  1787.  M.  33.35-Z.9.  R-8.  Second  N  too  high;  EC:  and 

cinquefoil  all  squeezed  together,  the  cinquefoil  about 
touching  toga  fold.  Plain  crack  through  tops  of  EC:, 
cinquefoil,  lower  part  of  drapery,  cinquefoil,  tops  of 


CONNECTICUT  COPPERS 


38 


AUCTO,  heavy  cracks  from  tops  of  OR  to  rim.  Rev. 
Previously  described  (subgroup  7),  Fine,  dark,  rough, 
but  of  the  highest  rarity.  None  in  ANS,  though  Dr. 
Hall  ptesumably  owned  one;  Miller  described  a  later 
state  than  the  present  coin.  This  makes  two  if  this  is 
the  Dr.  Hall  coin,  three  if  it  is  a  different  specimen;  no 
fourth  has  been  seen  by  us.  No  auction  record,  of 
course;  none  in  the  Bowers  list.  This  obv.  die  is  not 
found  in  any  other  combination,  and  must  have  fallen 
apart  almost  at  once.  One  of  the  most  important  rarities 
in  this  collection  (Photo)  ($350.-450.) 

Subgroup  13 

EC  over  FC,  B  corrected  from  R,  INDE  from  INDF 

237  1787.  M.  33.20-Z.9.  R-6.  Extra  dot  between  dentils  above 

curve  of  final  C;  upper  colon  dot  after  I  too  small. 
Rev.  As  last.  Surface  and  many  details  better  than  Very 
Fine,  other  details  slightly  less  sharp;  pleasing  light 
brown  and  steel  gloss,  faintly  suggestive  of  lustre.  Mini¬ 
mal  defects  only.  With  the  unpublished  crack  from  rim 
above  N  through  EC:  and  drapery.  Second  finest  known 
to  us,  second  only  to  the  Kessler  coin  (Next  lot);  the 
“GR-AU”  from  the  Bowers  list  is  impossibly  tied. 
Norman  Bryant’s  was  only  Good,  Appleton’s  (1970) 
“Fine,”  no  other  auction  records  in  years.  (Photo) 

($375.-450.) 

Finest  Known 

238  1787.  Another  M.  33.20-Z.9.  Break  from  rim  through 

NEC.  and  cinquefoil  through  drapery  to  rim  around 
6:00,  die  beginning  to  buckle  in  left  and  right  obv. 
fields.  Many  details  fully  Ex.  Fine,  others  VF;  light 
brown,  generally  sharply  struck  on  a  planchet  with 
slight  granularity  as  made  and  minor  defects  on  either 
side  (before  striking);  tiny  obv.  rim  nick.  Apparently 
finest  known  of  this  great  rarity.  From  the  Bowers  list 
(as  “EF-AU”)  in  three  figures,  via  Alan  Kessler  col¬ 
lection.  (Photo)  ($500.-up) 

Subgroup  14 

EC  over  FC,  LIB  corrected  from  LIR  only 
Exceedingly  Rare  M.  33.20-Z.ll 

239  1787  M.  33.20-Z.ll.  R-8.  Obv.  as  preceding.  Rev.  I  double 

punched;  break  from  rim  through  upright  of  T,  another 
from  rim  vertically  through  7  through  globe  into 
drapery.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  others  Fine,  dark 
somewhat  porous  surfaces,  devices  highlighted;  free  of 
noticeable  defect,  lower  half  of  date  off  flan.  Of  the 
highest  rarity.  None  in  ANS,  unknown  to  Dr.  Hall, 
previously  represented  only  by  the  Miller  coin,  only 
one  other  reported  to  exist.  (Photo)  ($425.-500.) 

240*  1787.  M.  33.33— Z.  1 1 .  High  R-5.  O  and  I  lean  to  left,  O 

crazily  so;  first  colon  excessively  low;  rev.  as  last.  Many 
details  Very  Fine,  others  weaker,  surfaces  suggest  VF, 
light  brown  with  some  darker  areas,  virtually  free  of 
defects.  Misattributed  on  face  33.34-Z.ll.  Notably 
finer  than  any  offered  in  recent  years  including  that  in 
the  Oct.  1973  Merkin  sale  or  the  1970  Appleton-MHS 
coin.  Ex  Bowers  list,  April  1972.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

241  1787  M.  33.34-Z.ll.  High  R-6.  Very  similar  obv.  but  AU 

and  TO  too  close,  O  not  tilted  left,  dash  between  tops 
of  ON,  etc.  as  described  earlier  (subgroup  4).  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine,  faint  trace  of  lustre,  light  olive;  consider¬ 
able  sharpness  of  striking,  only  the  most  trivial  plan¬ 
chet  defects  very  minute  porosity  (probably  in  the 
planchet  before  striking).  Only  one  auction  record  in 


decades— lot  54,  the  1973  Mass.  Historical  Society 
offering,  “VG.”  Ex  the  Bowers  list  well  into  three 
figures.  (Photo)  ($425.-525.) 

242  1787.  M.  33.33-Z.3.  R-6.  Obv.  previously  described, 

cracked  the  same.  Rev.  I  above  L— B,  several  upper 
leaves  of  branch  float  in  air  well  above  top  of  stem. 
Some  details  Ex.  Fine,  others  more  like  VF,  surfaces 
faintly  lustrous  light  olive  with  darker  mottlings,  con¬ 
sistent  with  a  grade  of  EF  or  slightly  below;  small  area 
of  removable  green  wax  at  shield.  Planchet  irregular 
but  without  notable  defect.  No  auction  record  in  dec¬ 
ades.  (Photo)  ($400.-500.) 

243’  1787.  M.  33.34-Z.3.  High  R-6,  possibly  low  R-7.  Both 

dies  previously  described.  Light  brown  surfaces  suggest¬ 
ing  a  grade  better  than  VF,  some  details  Very  Fine, 
others  more  like  Fine,  evidently  from  weakness  of 
striking.  Both  dies  in  slightly  later  state  than  in  previous 
mulings.  Slightly  sharper  than  the  “VF-EF”  coin  in 
the  Bowers  list  in  three  figures;  no  other  auction  re¬ 
cords  in  many  years.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mall  only. 

Finest  Known 

Superb  1787  M.  33.12-Z.24 

244  1787.  M.  33.12-Z.24.  High  R-7.  Obv.  previously  described 

(subgroup  4).  Rev.  Dateline  partly  quadruple;  I  first 
punched  normally  then  repunched  too  low;  N  leans 
much  to  left;  base  of  E  in  ET  heavy  and  irregular, 
possibly  corrected  from  F.  Vertical  crack  through 
armor,  toga  clasp,  field,  through  jaw  and  cheek  to  nose; 
rev.  vertical  “bisecting”  break  from  first  7  to  4th 
cinquefoil,  encircling  break  from  first  7  through  tops 
of  NDE  and  cinquefoils,  head,  pole  hand  to  ETL,  other 
lighter  cracks.  LIGHT  OLIVE  AND  MINT  RED 
UNC.,  some  areas  of  weak  striking,  many  small  gran¬ 
ular  defects  (in  planchet  before  striking)  obscuring  Ms. 
Liberty’s  head.  The  unchallenged  finest  known  of  this 
extreme  rarity;  only  one  other  auctioned  in  the  last 
fifty  years  to  our  knowledge.  The  VG  in  the  1973 
Mass.  Hist.  Society  offering.  (Photo)  ($850.-1100.) 

Finest  M.  33.12-Z.16  of  1787  offered  in  50  years 

245  1787.  M.  33.12-Z.16.  R-3,  possibly  R-4.  Obv.  as  last;  rev. 

I  much  too  low,  far  from  N,  leans  left;  T  below  E-L; 
lower  date  line  missing  above  17-7,  Obv.  shattered, 
probably  the  terminal  state,  many  cracks  unmentioned 
by  Miller  PALE  REDDISH  BROWN  SMOOTH  LUS¬ 
TROUS  SURFACES  FADED  FROM  MINT  COLOR, 
FAINT  TRACES  OF  MINT  BLOOM  AROUND 
SOME  LETTERS— SUGGESTING  AN  OVERALL 
GRADE  BETWEEN  AU  AND  UNC.;  weakly  struck 
so  that  it  is  hard  to  tell  if  the  coin  has  received  any 
wear,  but  a  grade  of  Ex.  Fine  to  AU  would  be  ultra¬ 
conservative.  Some  of  the  weakness  on  both  sides  is 
from  die  failure — shattered  obv.,  heavily  clashed  and 
cracked  rev.  die.  Unusually  free  of  defects.  No  really 
nice  one  has  been  offered  in  fifty  years,  though  plenty 
of  worn  ones  around.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard,  Craige. 

(Photo)  ($400.-500.) 

Finest  Known 

Exceedingly  Rare  1787  M.  33.18-Z.24 

246  1787.  M.  33.18-Z.24.  R-8.  Doubling  on  armor  and  left 

border;  heavy  nose,  sunken  in  (almost  flat)  compared 
with  other  profiles  of  King  Conn,  of  1787;  first  colon 
leans  far  to  right;  O  first  punched  low,  partly  buried 
in  hair,  then  corrected;  unlisted  crack,  rim  to  first  cin¬ 
quefoil  through  armor  and  drapery  pointing  to  final 
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C.  Rev.  As  above,  second  break  extending  only  to  third 
cinquefoil.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  others  weaker  as 
struck.  Finest  of  only  three  seen,  the  others  being 
ANS’s  and  the  Miller  coin  (lot  1972)  at  a  then  astonish¬ 
ing  $14  compared  with  prices  of  25c  to  50c  a  piece  for 
similar  examples  of  even  rare  dies.  The  Miller  piece 
was  then  believed  unique,  having  been  discovered  after 
Dr.  Hall’s  death.  In  “Colonial  Newsletter,”  March  1969, 
p.  5,  only  two  were  claimed  to  exist  of  this  variety, 
which  means  that  the  present  coin  had  most  likely 
not  yet  been  identified.  Ex  Craige.  (Photo)  ($650.-850.) 

Subgroup  15 
B  over  R  only 

247*  1787.  M.  33.25-Z.24.  R-7.  Obv.  previously  described 

(subgroup  4);  rev.  as  above,  with  only  the  vertical 
break  and  that  in  a  very  early  state,  not  reaching  the 
cinquefoil.  Fine,  some  granular  defects.  The  only  one 
we  have  seen  in  some  years  outside  ANS,  unless  the 
"VF”  coin  in  the  Bowers  list  is  a  different  example. 
Everything  clear  except  fourth  cinquefoil  on  reverse. 

(Photo)  ($275.-375.) 

*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

248*  1787.  M.  33.25-Z10.  R-6.  Obv.  as  last,  cracked  from  rim 

to  last  cinquefoil  through  neck,  another  from  rim  to 
first  cinquefoil.  Rev.  I  B  well  apart,  colons  away  from 
letters  and  cinquefoils.  Few  details  of  Ex.  Fine  sharp¬ 
ness,  remainder  more  like  Very  Fine,  light  olive  and 
tan,  several  minor  planchet  defects  of  darker  color. 
The  only  other  one  auctioned  in  recent  decades,  from 
the  Norman  Bryant  estate,  was  only  Good.  (Photo) 

($325.-375.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Rare  Unpublished  Die  Break 

249  1787.  M.  33.24-Z.10.  R-8.  First  cinquefoil  far  from  bust 

and  A,  last  well  away  from  colon;  rev.  as  last.  Unpub¬ 
lished  heavy  break,  rim  to  left  side  of  A  to  junction  of 
jaw  and  neck.  Fine,  though  equal  to  many  coins  cata¬ 
logued  in  the  1970  Appleton  sale  as  “VF”;  dark  with 
devices  highlighted,  struck  on  an  end-of-strip  blank 
(so-called  “straight  clip”),  affecting  lower  half  of  date. 
Minor,  unimportant  obv.  planchet  defects.  Highest 
rarity,  none  in  the  ANS  collection,  no  auction  records; 
possibly  the  Dr.  Hall  coin.  (Photo)  ($400.-500.) 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

250  1787.  M.  33.28-Z.16.  R-3.  “Snipe  Nose”  (horizontal  bi¬ 

secting  crack  from  O  to  second  N,  heavy  at  nose).  Rev. 
Previously  described  (subgroup  14),  but  struck  before 
33.12-Z.16.  Light  brown,  much  faded  lustre  around 
letters,  traces  of  rough  green  patina;  faint  touch  of 
what  may  be  cabinet  friction  or  the  like,  overall 
despite  some  weakness  of  striking)  nearer  to  AU  than 
to  EF.  Planchet  defective  at  date.  Finest  we  have  seen, 
far  superior  to  the  Merkin  Oct.  ’73  coin,  many  grades 
above  the  1970  Appleton-MHS  example.  Ex  Bowers 
list  (not  the  piece  pictured  in  April  1972),  well  into 
three  figures;  earlier,  from  the  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo) 

($200.-300.) 

The  Other  “Snipe  Nose” 

251  1787.  M.  33.28-Z.ll.  R-3,  possibly  R-4.  Obv.  as  last 

heavier  cracks  through  AUCTO.  Rev.  previously  des¬ 
cribed,  subgroup  14.  Light  olive  faded  from  mint  color, 
with  faint  traces  of  mint  red  here  and  there;  a  few  faint 
touches  of  rubbing,  but  most  of  the  weakness  is  in  the 
striking,  and  the  coin  qualifies  overall  as  About  Unc. 


Compare  MANA  sale,  Oct.  21,  1961,  lot  1216 — possi¬ 
bly  the  "Snipe  Nose”  epithet  has  this  source.  Finest  we 
have  seen,  far  superior  to  that  in  New  Netherlands 
5  1st  sale;  the  one  in  the  Bowers  list  was  only  VF.  Ex 
Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($225.-300.) 

Subgroup  16 

EC  corrected  from  FC.  ET  from  FT 

Finest  Known 

252  1787.  M.  33.10-Z.8.  R-6.  Obv.  previously  described  (sub¬ 

group  4).  Rev.  Fragmented  sash-ends;  LI  almost  touch, 
remainder  of  ETLIB  spaced  well  apart,  B  broken  (Mil¬ 
ler  says  from  an  R  punch  but  this  does  not  look  like 
any  of  the  regular  R’s)  with  a  long  base  line  added. 
Difficult  to  grade  concisely,  this  has  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces  partly  faded  from  mint  color,  with  traces  of 
original  red  near  letters,  the  surfaces  suggesting  a  grade 
better  than  AU;  devices  weakly  struck  on  a  thinner 
planchet  than  usual,  first  obv.  cinquefoil  and  those 
left  of  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  not  visible.  No  high  grade 
specimen  auctioned  in  decades;  that  in  the  Bowers  Aug. 
1972  list  was  only  Fine,  as  was  lot  146  of  the  Apple¬ 
ton-MHS  group  (1970);  that  in  the  1973  MHS  offer¬ 
ing  was  only  VG  but  banged  up.  Apparently  finest 
known  surpassing  the  “EF”  in  the  Bowers  April  1972 
list.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($550.-650.) 

Extremely  Rare 
Unlisted  Unique  Variety 
“The  Richardson  Discovery  Coin” 

253  1787.  Unlisted,  "M.  33.19— Z. 4.”  R— 8.  Obv.  previously 

described  (subgroup  5).  Rev.  previously  described  (sub¬ 
group  9).  Nearly  Fine,  weak  strike  though  everything 
is  legible  except  for  R  (destroyed  by  a  shallow  lamina¬ 
tion  defect).  Unknown  to  Crosby,  Dr.  Hall,  Miller, 
Ryder  or  Canfield;  discovered  by  John  M.  Richardson 
about  1946,  and  still  unique  so  far  as  we  know.  This  is 
the  Richardson  discovery  coin,  first  published  in  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Review  vol.  Ill,  no.  1,  p.  9,  plate  1,  figure  1 
(1946);  later  ex  Norman  Bryant  estate.  (Photo) 

($450. up) 

Subgroup  17 

EC  corrected  from  FC  only 
Finest  Known 

254  1787.  M.  33.10-Z.7.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Obv.  pre¬ 

viously  described  (subgroup  4),  rev.  first  I  much  too 
low,  lower  loop  of  B  too  small  to  avoid  its  being 
crowded  into  shield,  lower  colon  dot  buries  in  shield, 
upper  dot  and  cinquefoil  almost  touch  shield.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  or  better,  light  brown  lustrous  surfaces, 
obv.  weakly  struck  from  severely  injured  and  badly 
worn  die,  rev.  sharp.  Finest  we  have  seen  by  a  wide 
margin.  That  in  the  1973  MHS  offering  was  only  Good 
to  VG.  From  the  Bowers  list  in  three  figures;  earlier, 
from  the  Stepney  Hoard,  probably  via  Craige.  (Photo) 

($735.-up) 

Subgroup  18.  “B  =  R  +  L” 

Obv.  Previously  described  (group  C) 

255  1  1787.  M.  33.38-Z.23.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Rev.  the  B 

was  constructed  by  punching  both  an  I  and  an  R. 
Branch  hand  opposite  space  between  D  E.  Very  Fine, 
unevenly  struck,  off  center  just  enough  to  leave  date 
and  cinquefoils  nearest  head  off  flan, "most  of  RI:  off 
flan.  Obv.  with  severe  clash  marks  before  throat,  crack 
through  AUCTO;  rev.  drastic  clash  marks  from  this 
obverse,  bulge  and  break,  starting  down  from  branch. 
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break  from  toe  of  L  to  border,  crack  from  back  curl 
to  pole  hand,  etc.  Finest  we  have  seen,  far  superior  to 
lot  186,  Merkin  Oct.  ’73  sale,  or  to  that  in  the  1973 
MHS  offering  (“Fine”),  or  to  the  worn  one  in  the 
Bowers  list.  (Photo)  ($425.00-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Subgroup  19.  Correct  Legends 

The  coins  in  this  subgroup  are  mostly  found  in  two  die-linked 
sequences.  For  simplicity,  we  have  grouped  them  into  these  se¬ 
quences,  regardless  of  the  arbitrary  Miller  sequences  of  obverse 
and  reverse  dies. 


Exceedingly  Rare  Unique  Unlisted  Variety 

256  1787.  Unlisted,  “M.  33.48-Z.25”.  R-8,  unique.  Obv.  UC 

and  EC  closer  than  other  letters;  first  colon  about 
equally  close  to  I  and  cinquefoil,  which  cinquefoil  is 
very  close  to  hair;  3rd  cinquefoil  close  to  wreath  and 
C,  and  it  and  CO  are  free  of  head;  final  colon  close  to 
C  and  leaning  r.,  its  lower  dot  smaller  than  the  upper 
dot;  upper  ribbon  end  points  to  last  cinquefoil.  Die 
buckled  in  r.  field,  weakening  ribbon  ends  and  adjaj- 
cent  areas  of  drapery.  Rev.  Final  7  much  too  low;  first 
cinquefoil  about  midway  between  foot  and  I;  branch 
hand  opposite  E  and  space  between  DE;  both  dots  of 
first  colon  much  too  low  and  opposite  large  leaf  af 
left;  stem  aims  at  3rd  cinquefoil  and  top  leaf  (de¬ 
tached)  ends  close  to  it;  in  ETLIB,  E  low,  TL  closest, 
B  low,  lower  colon  dot  and  cinquefoil  almost  touch 
shield.  VG  AND  ROUGH,  BUT  UNIQUE.  First  pub¬ 
lished  as  lot  155,  Appleton-MHS  offering,  Oct.  23, 
1970,  where  Q.  David  Bowers  bought  it  at  $850  after 
a  spectacular  floor  battle;  thence  to  our  consignor. 
Any  estimate  of  value  on  this  piece  would  be  guess 
work,  but  four  fiugres  would  be  reasonable  considering 
the  state  of  the  market  in  1970  compared  with  today, 
and  considering  also  that  this  1970  price  was  con¬ 
sidered  reasonable  by  the  several  interested  bidders.  A 
better  impression  of  this  reverse  is  in  the  following  lot, 
but  the  obverse  is  not  much  like  anything  else  in  the 
Type  33  series.  One  of  the  most  important  discoveries 
in  the  Connecticut  coinage,  enhanced  by  its  pedigree. 

(Photo)  ($1000.-up) 

Rare  Unlisted  Variety 

257  1787.  Unlisted,  “M.  33.29-Z.25.”  R-8,  only  two  known. 

Obv.  Previously  described,  group  C.  Rev.  as  last,  now 
severely  buckled  in  left  field  nearly  obliterating  branch, 
and  in  r.  field  affecting  bases  of  ETLIB;  heavily 
clashed  from  this  obverse  die.  Some  details  Fine, 
others  weaker  as  struck;  smooth  patina  varying  from 
tan  to  red,  few  trivial  defects,  faint  and  ancient 
scratches  not  disturbing  the  color;  planchet  of  irregular 
contour  as  made.  Discovered  by  Cyril  H.  Hawley  in 
1961,  reported  in  “Colonial  Newsletter,”  March  1964, 
p.  32;  to  date  only  Hawley’s  and  this  piece  are  known. 
Ex  Norman  Bryant  collection.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

258*  1787.  M.  33.29-Z.7.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Obv.  Pre¬ 

viously  described,  group  C.  Rev.  as  last,  but  earlier 
uninjured  die  shattered.  Very  Fine  or  better,  the  usual 
strike;  planchet  crack  affecting  first  C  (obv.)  and  N 
(rev.).  Bases  of  date  off  flan.  Pleasing  light  tan, 
trivially  slight  granularity.  No  auction  records  in  de¬ 
cades;  that  in  the  Bowers  list  was  mutilated. 

(Photo)  ($250.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


259  1787.  M.  33.13-Z.7.  R-6.  Obv.  previously  described,  sub¬ 

group  8.  Rev.  as  last.  Shattered  obv.  die,  badly  worn, 
injured  and  cracked  rev.  The  partly  lustrous  light 
brown  surfaces  demand  a  grade  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Ex.  Fine;  some  few  details  of  this  sharpness,  the 
rest  weaker  as  struck,  with  only  faintest  suggestion  of 
rubbing.  Small  patch  of  rough  dark  green  patina  near 
A.  Second  finest  we  have  seen,  exceeded  by  the  unc. 
Dr.  Hall,  Brand  coin  in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale, 
but  by  no  other  known  to  us.  The  best  in  the  Bowers 
list  was  only  VF.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo) 

($425.-up) 

260*  1787.  M.  33.39-Z.20.  High  R-7.  Obv.  previously  des¬ 

cribed,  group  C.  Rev.  branch  hand  between  D  E;  D 
too  low,  E  much  too  high,  I B  apart;  break  from 
base  line  above  1  through  foot  and  cinquefoil;  heavy 
rim  break  above  last  colon  and  cinquefoil.  Some  de¬ 
tails  Fine,  others  VG,  fields  dark,  devices  high¬ 
lighted  (by  old  cleaning?),  lacquered  on  reverse.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare,  no  auction  records;  one  each  in  the 
Bowers  list;  (VG),  ANS,  and  Dr.  Hall  collections, 
possibly  two  others  known.  (Photo)  ($225.-up) 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


RARE  UNLISTED  VARIETY 

261  1787.  LInlisted,  “M.  33.39-Z.13”.  R-8.  Obv.  as  preceding. 

Rev.  Branch  hand  opposite  left  part  of  E,  space,  and 
right  of  D;  but  if  you  hold  the  coin  so  that  E  is  up¬ 
right,  hand  is  opposite  E  and  space  to  right;  several 
leaves  missing  from  r.  side  of  branch;  T  B  lower  than 
E-LI.  Break  joining  cinquefoil  and  AUC,  heavy  from 
cinquefoil  to  rim.  Few  details  Fine,  others  VG; 
everything  clear  except  T  on  rev.  which  is  obliterated 
by  a  rough  planchet  defect.  One  of  only  two  known, 
this  apparently  the  discovery  coin,  ex  John  M.  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Norman  Bryant.  First  published  by  Richard¬ 
son  in  the  “Numismatic  Review”  (1946).  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

262  1787.  M.  33.8-Z.13,  R-6.  Obv.  rectangular  irregularity 

joins  I  to  colon;  crack  from  rim  to  A.  Rev.  as  last. 
Some  details  close  to  Very  Fine,  others  weaker  as 
struck,  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  and  adjacent  cinquefoils 
very  weak.  Dark  steel  fields,  devices  highlighted,  al¬ 
most  free  of  defects.  One  of  two  best  seen  in  some 
years;  the  Norman  Bryant  coin  was  only  Good  (lot 
18),  no  other  recent  auction  records.  (Photo) 

($425.-500.) 

FINEST  KNOWN 

263  1787.  M.33.8-Z.19.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Obv.  as  last, 

break  to  A  heavier,  additional  break  from  rim  to  E. 
Rev.  E  high,  leaning  right;  lower  colon  dot  nearly 
touches  leaf;  last  colon  and  cinquefoil  well  away  from 
shield;  globe  almost  invisible.  Heavy  clash  marks  from 
this  obverse.  Some  details  Ex.  Fine,  others  better  than 
Very  Fine,  mostly  well  struck;  light  olive  with  traces 
of  lustre,  consistent  with  a  grade  of  Ex.  Fine.  Small 
mint  clip  above  LIB.  Apparently  finest  known  of  this 
rare  variety;  no  recent  auction  records,  except  for 
the  Good  example  in  the  1973  MHS  sale.  Finer  than 
the  “EF”  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list.  This  would 
be  an  excellent  specimen  for  a  date  or  typ'e  collector 
were  it  of  common  die,  it  is  so  attractive,  but  it  will 
probably  be  grabed  up  by  a  specialist.  (Photo) 

($475.-575.) 
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Exceedingly  Rare 
1787  M.  33.21-Z.13 

264  1787.  M.  33.21-Z.13.  High  R-7.  Obv.  previously  des¬ 

cribed  (transitional  group  1I-H),  recongizable  at  once 
by  the  peculiar  round  outer  contour  of  armor;  heavy 
cracks  from  rim  through  shoulder  and  NEC,  shat¬ 
tered  in  head  and  round  RL  and  CONN.  Where  this 
is  struck  up  at  all,  it  is  at  least  Very  Fine,  light  red¬ 
dish  brown;  weakly  struck  affecting  toga  and  final 
colon  and  cinquefoil,  Ms.  Liberty’s  head,  cinquefoil, 
pole  arm  and  ETL.  Few  completely  trivial  dents,  not 
disturbing  the  colors.  Outstanding  example  of  an  out¬ 
standing  extreme  rarity',  of  which  only  two  specimens 
were  known  to  Miller;  at  present  we  know  of  (1)  this 
one,  (2)  the  Alan  Kessler  coin,  VG,  (3-4)  two  other 
similar  examples  in  private  collections,  (5)  the  badly 
worn  Bryant  coin  in  the  Bowers  list,  (6)  ANS,  (7) 
the  noted  piece  in  the  Bowers  list.  We  have  heard  of 
one  other,  likewise  worn.  A  legendary  rarity.  (Photo) 

($500.-up) 

265  1787.  M.33.1— Z.19.  R-6.  Obv.  A  above  U,  lower  colon 

dot  almost  touches  second  cinquefoil,  NE  high.  Rev. 
as  next  to  last,  worn  or  reground,  traces  of  the  clash 
marks  still  visible  at  upper  left.  Some  details  Very 
Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck;  planchet  defect  makes 
part  of  central  rev.  hollow,  no  other  visible  defect. 
Matte  brown  patina  of  various  shades.  No  auction 
record  in  many  years.  (Photo)  ($425.-up) 

266*  1787.  M.  33.1-Z.13.  R-5,  probably  high  in  that  level. 

Obv.  as  last,  buckled  and  with  many  cracks.  Rev.  as 
next  to  last,  now  with  various  minute  flaws  at  left. 
Very  Fine  or  better,  faintly  lustrous  light  brown,  free 
of  noticeable  defects.  Finest  we  have  seen,  consider¬ 
ably  better  than  that  in  the  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale,  or 
the  Fine  piece  in  the  Bowers  list.  Apparently  from  the 
Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

267  1787.  M.  33.32-Z.13.  R-l,  possibly  R-2.  Obv.  I  recut 

(first  punched  leaning  well  to  left,  then  corrected),  E 
recut  though  less  obviously;  shattered  in  fields.  Rev.  as 
last,  rusted  and  cracked  especially  near  top.  Light 
olive  and  tan  fields,  lustrous  and  partly  iridescent, 
faded  from  mint  color,  with  dashes  of  original  red 
around  some  letters;  some  details  fully  sharp,  others 
weaker  with  occasional  touches  of  what  may  be  rub¬ 
bing;  About  Unc.  would  probably  be  fair  grade  for 
this  beautiful  piece.  Minute  rim  nick,  otherwise  free 
of  defects  aside  from  the  planchet  splits  (?)  around 
obv.  rim,  which  certainly  preceded  striking.  Outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  a  variety  common  enough  in  worn 
grades;  finer  than  the  “weak  EF”  Norman  Bryant 
coin,  no  other  comparable  example  auctioned  in  many 
years.  Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($250.-up) 

268  1787.  M.  33.2-Z.12.  R-1.  Obv.  previously  described  (sub¬ 

group  9);  as  yet  uncracked.  Rev.  branch  hand  opposite 
left  part  of  E  and  space;  B,  lower  colon  dot,  and 
cinquefoil  all  touch  or  practically  touch  shield.  Ad¬ 
vanced  cracks,  far  later  than  those  described  by  Miller. 
Difficult  to  grade,  this  probably  was  never  in  circu¬ 
lation;  light  olive,  iridesccent  and  partly  faded  from 
mint  color,  with  faint  traces  of  mint  red  here  and 
there,  and  light  touches  of  what  may  be  rubbing  on  a 
tew  points.  About  Unc.  might  be  a  decent  compromise. 
No  comparable  specimen  at  auction.  (Photo)  ($350.-up) 

269*  1787.  M  33.2-Z.5.  R-l.  Obv.  as  preceding,  late  state  with 

all  the  cracks  Miller  described.  Rev.  LI  above  ET-B; 
horizontal  crack  from  D  across  waist  to  pole,  unlisted 


faint  cracks  through  INDE;  clash  marks  from  this  ob¬ 
verse.  Ex.  Fine  plus,  lustrous  light  tan  with  deeper 
mottling,  base  of  date  off  flan  but  everything  else  clear, 
centers  not  as  bold  as  the  rest.  Only  one  other  auc¬ 
tioned  which  is  anywhere  near  the  present  piece;  lot 
172,  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale,  a  sleeper;  that  in  the 
New  Netherlands  60th  sale  was  only  VF,  lot  143  of 
the  1970  Appleton-MHS  offering  still  less  sharp,  most 
others  seen  have  been  in  still  lower  grades.  One  for 
high-quality  type  collectors.  (Photo)  ($75.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

270*  1787.  M.  33.1 1-Z.18.  High  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Obv.  pre¬ 

viously  described  (group  C),  with  the  same  rim  break 
involving  TO  and  the  same  die  failure  at  cinquefoil 
and  A.  Rev.  Hold  first  E  upright  and  branch  hand 
under  it  and  colon;  ETLIB  wide  with  LI  close,  shield 
border  opens  to  admit  colon  dot,  cinquefoil  almost 
touching  shield.  Heavy  clash  marks  from  this  obverse 
heavy  bulge  atop  pole  and  adjacent  cinquefoil.  Many 
details  Very  Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck;  light 

granularity  in  the  weak  areas,  no  defects  worth  men¬ 
tioning.  Best  seen  at  auction  in  decades;  Dr.  Ruby's 
was  only  Fine,  Bryant’s  only  Good.  From  the  Bowers 
List.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

271*  1787.  M.  33.16-Z.15.  R-2.  Second  N  first  punched  lean- 

ing  far  left,  then  corrected.  Rev.  First  I  too  low, 
tilted  crazily  left;  E  of  INDE  and  L  double  punched; 
IB  much  too  low;  heavy  extra  outline  to  globe.  Many 
details  Ex.  Fine,  others  somewhat  weaker  as  struck; 
pleasing  natural  light  brown  gloss,  traces  of  lustre 
around  letters.  Light  lamination  defects,  of  no  conse¬ 
quence.  Finest  we’ve  seen,  certainly  the  best  auctioned. 
From  the  Stepney  Hoard  via  the  Bowers  list,  in  three 
figures.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

272  1787.  M.  33. 14-Z.  14.  R-4.  EC:  close,  the  C  leaning  to 

right;  heavy  extra  outline  to  globe;  branch  hand  oppo¬ 
site  colon  and  space  right,  first  cinquefoil  touches 
drapery,  second  I  triple  punched.  Advanced  breaks. 

Borderline  Unc.,  lustrous  iridescent  light  olive  faded 
from  mint  color  with  flakes  of  original  red;  many  de¬ 
tails  of  full  mint  sharpness,  weak  on  head  and  on  Ms. 
Liberty’s  legs  and  globe,  granular  on  the  weak  areas, 
traces  of  what  may  be  a  light  rub  on  breast.  Finest  we 
have  seen,  certainly  best  auctioned;  considerably  su¬ 
perior  to  the  Dr.  Black  coin  in  New  Netherlands  60th 
sale,  which  was  VF  and  called  very  rare  in  that  grade. 
That  in  the  Bowers  list  was  also  only  VF.  Ex  Stepney 
Hoard.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

TRANSITIONAL  GROUP  E 
CINQUEFOILS  ONE  SIDE,  PERIODS  OTHER  SIDE 

273  1787.  M.  30-X.l.  R-5.  First  cinquefoil  missing;  colons. 

Rev.  Periods  after  INDE.  ETLIB.  with  same  pattern 
of  cinquefoils  as  in  group  D.  Many  details  Very  Fine, 
some  weaker;  glossy  steel  and  brown,  minute  porosity 
and  granularity,  one  plain  small  planchet  defect  before 
nose.  First  we  have  seen  in  some  years,  no  recent 
auction  records.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

finest  known 

274  1787.  M.  32.4-Z.3.  Regular  obv.  of  group  F  below,  with 

periods.  Rev.  Colons,  previously  described  in  subgroup 
14  above.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  others  weaker  as 
struck;  unimportant  planchet  defects.  Obv.  is  1788 
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16.4,  but  it  is  not  yet  certain  when — or  where — this 
piece  was  struck;  the  possibility  exists  that,  like  32.4F, 
it  is  a  Machin's  Mill  product.  In  any  event  it  is  an 
extreme  rarity,  at  present  apparently  seven  being 
known;  (1)  This  one,  (2)  ANS,  (3)  Ex  Dr.  Hall,  Brand, 
(4)  Lot  12,  Norman  Bryant  sale,  VG  and  granular,  (5) 
Lot  66,  Dr.  Ruby  sale,  barely  Good.  (6  &  7)  Two  more 
in  private  collections.  The  present  example  appears  to 
be  by  a  small  margin  finest  known.  (Photo)  ($325.-375.) 

GROUP  F 

PERIODS,  NO  COLONS.  SUBGROUP  L.  CONNFC. 

2ND  FINEST  KNOWN 

275  1787.  M.43.1-Y.  R-l.  Last  cinquefoil  close  to  ribbon 

ends.  Rev.  Dashes  between  upper  cinquefoils.  Difficult 
to  grade,  this  has  some  details  of  full  original  mint 
sharpness,  others  weaker  as  struck;  surfaces  in  several 
shades  of  brown  with  traces  of  mint  red,  beautiful 
glossy  on  part  of  obv.,  granular  on  weak  areas  of  head, 
darker,  granular  and  defective  as  made  on  reverse.  The 
piece  is  far  better  than  an  EF  rating  would  suggest; 
better  even  than  we  make  it  sound,  and  it  rewards 
study  under  a  strong  light  and  glass.  Late  shattered  die 
state.  Second  finest  known  to  us,  slightly  exceeded  over¬ 
all  by  the  Crosby  Plate  coin,  but  much  finer  than  lot 
194,  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale,  in  three  figures;  still  better 
than  the  VF-EF  in  the  Bowers  list,  or  the  Appleton- 
MHS  coin  (1970),  or  the  Boyd  coin  in  New  Nether¬ 
lands  60th  sale,  or  any  other  auctioned  in  decades,  un¬ 
certain,  possibly  Craige.  (Photo)  ($200.-250.) 

276*  1787.  M.  43.2-X.4.  Low  R-7.  Ribbon  ends  nearer  to 

period;  no  dashes.  Actually,  reground  and  much  de¬ 
teriorated  die  state  of  obv.  32.3,  below.  Some  details 
Very  Fine,  the  rest  Fine  and  weakly  struck  due  largely 
to  wear  on  dies;  small  planchet  defect  at  space  between 
OR,  light  laminations.  Discovered  by  Canfield  in  1920, 
represented  to  date  by  one  in  ANS,  one  last  seen  in 
the  Yale  University  collections,  three  in  the  Barnsley 
collection  and  five  others  (including  the  present  speci¬ 
men)  in  private  collections.  Note  the  die  defects  around 
FC,  the  clash  marks  from  border  above  these  letters, 
and  the  missing  serifs  of  many  letters;  parts  of  armor 
and  lower  drapery  are  gone,  testifying  to  regrinding  of 
the  die,  which  details  were  normal  on  32.3.  (Photo) 

($250.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

SUBGROUP  2.  CONNEC. 

277*  1787.  M.  32.3-X.4.  R-l.  Period  wholly  below  I;  EC  over 

FC;  upper  ribbon  end  points  to  period,  similar  to  32.4 
(below).  Rev.  Upper  sash  end  points  between  TL, 
lower  between  LI,  last  period  half  buried  in  shield. 
Both  E’s  corrected  from  F’s,  B  over  R.  Many  details 
better  than  VF,  some  others  weaker  as  struck;  light 
brown,  faintly  lustrous  surfaces  suggesting  Ex.  Fine. 
Common  in  lower  grades,  but  evidently  very  rare  in 
this  condition,  as  we  have  seen  no  better  one  (one  AU 
is  reported).  From  the  Bowers  list,  earlier  from  the 
Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


POSSIBLY  FINEST  KNOWN 

278  1787.  M.  32.2-X.4.  R-7.  First  period  exceptionally  close 

to  cinquefoil;  Rev.  Reground  die  of  last,  most  of  date¬ 
lines  gone  as  is  more  than  half  of  last  cinquefoil.  Some 
details  Ex.  Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck;  reddish  brown 
with  some  darker  areas,  natural  gloss  suggesting  a  grade 


very  close  to  Ex.  Fine  or  possibly  just  within  that  leven; 
minimal  defects  only.  Finest  we  have  seen;  the  Nor¬ 
man  Bryant  coin  was  only  Fair.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

finest  known 

279  1787.  M.  32.2-X.2.  R-2.  Obv.  as  last,  earlier  state,  before 

the  small  crack  through  3rd  cinquefoil  had  developed. 
Rev.  vertical  bar  in  first  7,  fan  in  Ms.  Liberty’s  sash; 
final  period  about  !A  buried  in  shield.  Partly  iridescent, 
lustrous  light  olive  faded  from  mint  color,  suggesting  a 
grade  of  borderline  Unc.;  many  details  of  original  mint 
sharpness,  others  weaker  as  struck,  faint  touch  of  what 
may  be  a  rub  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  breast;  granular  on  the 
weak  areas,  no  other  significant  defect.  Heavy  rim 
break  above  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  and  4th  cinquefoil. 
Finest  known,  not  even  remotely  approached  by  any 
other  auctioned  to  date,  Appleton-MHS  coin  for  ex¬ 
ample  being  only  Fine.  Possibly  from  the  Stepney 
Hoard  before  the  1951  inventory.  (Photo)  ($475.-575.) 

280*  1787.  M.  32.2-X.l.  R-l.  Obv.  as  last,  a  variety  of  cracks. 

Rev.  E  far  from  period,  last  period  very  close  to  cin¬ 
quefoil;  crack  from  base  of  topknot,  base  lines  weak 
(lapped  die?).  Surfaces  (brown  and  steel  gloss)  suggest 
a  grade  of  Ex.  Fine,  some  details  close  to  EF,  others 
VF,  overall  very  pleasing  for  the  grade.  Common 
enough  in  low  grades,  but  for  some  reason  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate  above  Fine;  no  comparable  specimen 
auctioned,  Bryant's  being  considerably  lower  in  grade. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

281*  1787.  M.  32.7-X.l.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Defect  and 

small  crack  from  top  of  T,  heavier  crack  from  lowest 
point  of  drapery  to  border.  Rev.  as  last,  and  cracked 
the  same,  but  base  lines  stronger.  Some  details  VF, 
others  Fine,  the  weakness  apparently  as  struck;  sur¬ 
faces  of  Fine  to  VF,  dark  green  and  chocolate  brown, 
devices  a  little  highlighted.  Best  we  have  seen  by  a 
small  margin;  somewhat  finer  than  the  "Promised 
Lands”  coin,  lot  261,  at  $145,  distinctly  superior  to  lot 
170,  Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale,  no  other  offered  in  some 
years  except  for  a  weaker  one  in  the  Bowers  list  of 
Aug.  1972.  From  Bowers,  April  1972  in  three  figures. 

(Photo)  ($200.-250.) 

*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

282*  1787.  M.  32.1-X.3.  High  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  EC  over  FC. 

Cinquefoil  distant  from  first  period  and  hair.  Rev. 
period  far  from  shield,  branch  points  distinctly  beyond 
r.  side  of  3rd  cinquefoil,  upper  sash  end  points  to  toe 
of  L,  period  touches  E.  Almost  or  quite  Very  Fine, 
rather  weak  strike,  light  brown,  no  defect  worth  men¬ 
tion.  Best  of  the  five  in  the  Bowers  list  of  April  1972; 
no  other  offered  in  some  years  in  any  grade.  A  much 
underrated  variety.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

FINEST  KNOWN 

283  1787.  M.  32.4-X.5.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Similar  to 

32.3  above  but  EC  much  too  close.  Rev.  Bfanch  points 
distinctly  beyond  left  side  of  3rd  cinquefoil;  lower  sash 
end  points  to  the  close  space  between  IB.  Sharpness  of 
at  least  Extremely  Fine,  struck  fairly  strongly  on  an 
unusually  defective  planchet  (cracked,  chipped,  lami¬ 
nated  and  split),  smaller  than  usual-upper  obv.  cinque¬ 
foils  and  most  of  date  off  flan.  Nevertheless,  finest  we 
have  seen  or  heard  of  in  this  elusive  variety.  There 
were  two  VG’s  in  the  1973  MHS  offering;  Dr.  Ruby 
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had  a  badly  worn  one.  ANS’s  and  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand 
specimen  will  not  match  this  one.  None  in  the  Bowers 
list.  Obv.  is  1788  die  16.4,  but  as  yet  it  is  uncertain  if 
this  piece  was  struck  earlier  or  later  than  the  1788 
varieties  with  this  obverse,  or  indeed  whether  it  was 
made  by  the  Jarvis  mint  or  by  Machin’s  Mills.  (Photo) 

($450.-550.) 


284* 


1787.  M.  32.6-X.6.  High  R-6,  possibly  low  R-7.  Right 
base  of  1  missing.  Rev.  widely  spaced  INDE  with  N 
too  high.  Very  Fine  but  struck  on  a  rough  granular 
planchet,  somewhat  weakly  in  central  areas.  Finer  than 
the  Miller  Plate  coin  or  lot  91  of  New  Netherlands 
51st  sale;  apparently  lied  with  one  on  the  Bowers  April 
1972  list,  weaker  with  better  surfaces.  Nevertheless, 
surely  in  the  Condition  Census  for  this  rarity.  (Photo) 

($225.-275.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


SUBGROUP  3.  SMALL  OBV.  LETTERS,  “FNDE” 

285*  1787.  M.  32.5-aa.  R-4.  Small  obv.  letters  (same  as  those 

in  previous  Jarvis  Mint  groups,  smaller  than  those  in 
next  lot).  Right  arm  of  T  extra  long.  Rev.  the  ‘'FNDE” 
- — INDE  corrected  from  FUDE.  The  engraver,  fresh 
from  making  a  FUGIO  obverse,  punched  FU  into  this 
one  before  realizing  that  it  was  a  Connecticut  reverse. 
Few  details  close  to  VF,  others  Fine  or  weaker,  glossy 
surfaces  consistent  with  Fine  plus  grade.  The  above 
interpretation  of  the  “FNDE”  has  been  disputed,  but  on 
this  and  some  other  specimens  the  curved  base  of  U 
shows  at  bast  of  N,  and  the  heaviness  of  top  and  left 
upright  of  N  is  entirely  consistent  with  its  being 
punched  over  a  U.  One  of  the  most  distinctive  of  Con¬ 
necticut  type  coins;  very  rarely  available  above  VG. 
Possibly  struck  in  1788,  as  the  obv.  die  is  1788  die 
16.7;  we  await  discovery  of  a  finer  specimen  of  the 
1788  variety  to  learn  if  the  obv.  die  crack  is  lighter  or 
heavier  than  on  this  one,  in  which  it  extends  from  rim 
to  C  to  knot  and  reappears,  faintly,  from  upper  lip  to 
T.  (Photo)  ($100.-150.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


SUBGROUP  4 

LARGE  LETTERS  AND  CINQUEFOILS;  “FNDE” 

286’"  1787.  M.  32.8-aa.  R-7.  Large  letters  and  cinquefoils,  die 

16.2  of  1788.  Rev.  as  preceding,  the  crack  from  base 
of  shield  through  stand  and  date  lines  heavier.  Some 
details  of  better  than  Fine  sharpness,  but  very  weakly 
struck  on  a  dark  rough  planchet  a  little  smaller  and 
thinner  than  average  (base  of  date  and  very  bottom  of 
obv.  drapery  off  flan).  Extremely  elusive,  seldom  seen 
in  any  grade;  not  as  fine  as  the  Miller  Plate  coin,  but 
better  than  any  others  we  have  seen  in  the  last  twenty 
years.  No  auction  records.  (Photo)  ($225.-275.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


1788 

The  coinages  bearing  this  date  include  many  rarities,  some  of 
these  were  not  known  until  recently  in  good  enough  condition  even 
for  proper  identification.  Even  now,  the  preservation  of  some  sur¬ 
vivors  is  not  good  enough  for  absolute  assignment  to  mint  of  issue. 
The  question  of  mint  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
Machin’s  Mills  representative  bought  out  the  equipment  (in¬ 
cluding  used  and  unused  dies)  of  both  Jarvis  &  Co.  and  Benjamin 
Buel.  The  mints  known  to  have  struck  Connecticut  coppers  dated 
1788  are  as  follows: 


JARVIS  &  CO. 

MORRIS  COVE,  NEW  HAVEN  AREA 
(THROUGH  ABOUT  SEPTEMBER  1788) 

Operations  continued  from  1787,  in  the  absence  of  James 
Jarvis,  under  supervision  of  Samuel  Broome,  his  father-in-law. 
Output  consisted  of  Draped  Bust  coins,  from  the  old  Abel  Buel 
hubs,  though  some  of  the  coins  were  dated  1787.  Copper  sources 
included  the  remainder  of  the  71,1741/6  lbs.  of  federal  copper 
discussed  in  the  introductions  to  1787  and  to  Jarvis  &  Co.  under 
that  date;  but  many  of  the  1788  coins  were  evidently  made  from 
copper  of  different  source,  as  the  texture  is  completely  different. 
Different  apprentices  worked  on  these  dies  and  presses  from  those 
of  1787.  As  of  Sept.  16,  1788,  federal  authorities  voided  Jarvis’s 
contract  for  nonfulfillment,  whereupon  Jarvis  (who  had  just  re¬ 
turned  from  Europe)  promptly  abandoned  the  mint  and  took  the 
next  boat  for  France.  Broome  and  associates,  having  no  legal  en¬ 
titlement  to  coin  either  Connecticut  or  the  federal  government 
(their  Connecticut  franchise  having  been  of  dubious  legality)  at 
some  unknown  date,  probably  in  September  1788,  sold  presses, 
punches,  hubs,  and  some  working  dies,  to  representatives  of 
Machin’s  Mills. 


MACHIN’S  MILLS 
NEAR  NEWBURGH,  N.  Y. 

(THROUGH  EARLY  1790) 

Principal  output  consisted  of  “Tory  Pennies”,  imitation  half¬ 
pence  of  George  III,  dated  1774,  1776,  1778,  1787,  1788  and  a 
few  other  dates.  After  the  1787  agreement  with  the  legal  Vermont 
coiners,  this  mint  furnished  dies  for  the  Rupert  (Vermont)  mint, 
later  in  1788  also  issuing  Vermont  coppers  on  its  own,  using  dies 
by  James  F.  Atlee.  One  of  the  regular  1788  Vermont  reverses, 
Ryder  25  (also  found  on  28  and  29),  was  taken  back  to  Newburgh 
and  subsequently  used  with  a  GEORGIVS  III  REX  obverse  from 
the  same  head  punch  as  the  Vermonts  (commonly  called  Vermont 
Ruyer  31),  then  with  the  old  Connecticut  small  bust  right  die  of 
1787  (Miller  .1.1),  forming  the  1788  combination  1— I,  a  major 
rarity  proudly  offered  here.  In  August  1788,  Machin’s  Mills  repre¬ 
sentatives  bought  the  equipment  which  was  being  abandoned  by 
Walter  Mould  of  the  Morristown,  N.J.,  mint,  just  before  he  man¬ 
aged  to  flee  the  state  to  avoid  debtor’s  prison.  We  have  also  seen 
that  this  firm  later  bought  the  remaining  Jarvis  &  Co.  equipment. 
This  accounts  for  the  varieties  muling  Atlee’s  reverse  D  of  1788 
with  old  Jarvis  &  Co.  draped  bust  obverses,  making  the  combina¬ 
tions  known  as  1788  Miller  16.1-D,  16.1-H,  16.5-H. 


BENJAMIN  BUEL 
NEW  HAVEN  (?) 

April  1787  (?) 

On  Jan.  21,  1789,  Abel  Buel  deeded  his  house  to  James  Jarvis 
and  his  remaining  Vs  share  in  the  original  Connecticut  “Company 
for  Coining  Coppers”  to  his  son  Benjamin,  and  promptly  left  for 
England,  not  to  return  until  1791.  The  reason  is  not  known  with 
certainty,  but  the  timing  suggests  that  Abel  Buel  might  well  have 
realized  the  precariousness  of  his  position  (see  above,  1787,  intro¬ 
duction  to  Jarvis  &  Co.  issues).  Young  Benjamin  began  striking 
Connecticut  coppers  on  his  own  account,  using  the  old  abandoned 
Triple  Leaves  mailed  bust  hub  of  1787  and  the  reverse  puncheon 
with  Ms.  Liberty  holding  a  wheat  ear,  neither  one  known  to  have 
been  used  by  Jarvis  &  Co. 

The  state  assembly’s  show-cause  order  of  May  1789  effectively 
ended  all  remaining  franchises,  including  Benjamin  Buel’s  as  of 
June  20,  1789,  after  which  no  more  Connecticut  coppers  could 
legally  be  coined.  At  some  later  date,  Benjamin  Buel’s  equipment 
was  sold  to  representatives  of  Machin’s  Mills,  accounting  for  the 
presence  of  a  Buel  wheat— ear  reverse  R  among  the  varieties  cor¬ 
rectly  attributed  to  Machin’s  Mill  (M.  4.2— R).  Benjamin  Buel’s 
Connecticuts  must  have  been  very  limited  in  quantity;  as  many  of 


CONNECTICUT  COPPERS 


44 


them  are  overstrikes  on  other  coins,  clearly  adequate  copper  sup¬ 
plies  must  have  been  a  problem  for  him  even  more  than  some 
of  the  earlier  mints. 

MAILED  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 
(MACHIN’S  MILLS,  NEWBURGH,  NEW  YORK) 
GROUP  A.  VERMONT  REVERSE 

287  1788.  M.  1-1.  R-7.  Small  head  r.,  same  die  as  1787  1.1. 

Rev.  Small  figure  of  Britannia,  INDE  X  ET.LIB  X 
the  crosses  identifying  it  as  Vermont  rev.  of  Ryder  25, 
28,  29,  31;  the  only  die  with  British  shield  found  with 
a  Connecticut  obverse.  Some  details  Fine  or  better, 
struck  weakly  from  badly  buckled  dies  as  always,  on  a 
thin  small  dark  rough  planchet  which  nevertheless  is 
free  of  serious  defect.  One  of  the  most  highly  coveted 
of  all  Connecticut  issues — in  demand  among  Vermont 
specialists  because  of  the  reverse.  One  of  the  finest  of 
the  7  or  8  specimens  known  today;  finer  than  the 
Miller  Plate  coin  or  either  of  the  ANS  examples.  No 
auction  record  in  decades.  Pictured  in  Taxay  (Scott’s 
Comprehensive  Catalogue,  plate  15,  no.  190).  Ex  Craige 
estate.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

Group  B 

Quatrefoil  in  Obv.  Legend 

288  1788.  M.3-B.1,  formerly  “e.l-B.l”.  R-6.  Quatrefoil  be¬ 

fore  legend.  Star  after  AUCTORI  heavily  double 
punched;  before  obv.  was  reground.  Rev.  Quatrefoil 
follows  LIB,  closely  spaced  date,  some  details  very 
nearly  Very  Fine,  others  partly  obscured  by  the  under¬ 
type;  everthing  completely  legible.  Dark  green,  devices 
highlighted.  Overstruck  as  always,  on  a  1785  NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO,  though  the  variety  is  not  identifi¬ 
able.  Slightly  sharper  than  the  Miller  plate  coins,  or 
than  the  piece  in  the  Bowers  list;  slightly  less  bold 
than  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  New  Netherlands,  51st  sale 
coin,  though  with  better  surfaces.  One  with  some  mint 
lustre  has  lately  been  offered  at  $2,600.  (Photo)  ($ — ) 

Finest  Known 

Exceedingly  Rare  1788-M.  3-B.2.  Overstrike 

289  1788.  M.  3-B.2,  formerly  “3.2-B’2.”  R-7.  Obv.  as  last  but 

after  regrinding  (to  remove  clash  marks?);  double 
punching  no  longer  visible  on  star  following  AUC¬ 
TORI,  part  of  breast-plate  incomplete,  letter  shallower, 
other  details  weaker.  Rev.  Similar  to  last  but  wide 
date,  the  1  7  especially  far  apart.  Extremely  Fine  plus, 
claims  to  a  higher  grade;  beautiful  light  reddish  tan 
gloss.  Overstruck  on  a  1785  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO, 
apparently  the  rare  Crosby  4-C.  Apparently  finest 
known.  Considerably  superior  to  that  in  the  New 
Netherlands  51st  sale,  where  a  mishandled  VF  was 
described  as  one  of  only  four  then  known.  Exceptional 
condition  for  a  Machin’s  Mills  coin.  Possibly  from  the 
Stepney  Hoard  before  the  1951  inventory.  (Photo) 

($750.-up) 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

290  1788  M.  5-B.2.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  Star  before  leg¬ 

end,  quatrefoil  follows  CONNEC;  rev.  as  last,  some 
details  Ex.  Fine,  the  rest  Very  Fine;  overstruck  on  a 
1785  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  of  the  very  scarce 
variety  Crosby  5-E.  Slightly  sharper  than  the  Miller 
Plate  coin,  considerably  finer  overall  than  the  similar 
overstrike  in  the  Bowers  list.  Bryant’s  was  only  Good. 
Unquestionably  one  of  the  finest  known  of  this  rarity. 

(Photo)  ($450.-up) 


Possibly  Second  Finest  Known 

291  1788.  M.4.1-K.  R-6.  Similar  obv.,  no  star  before  AUC¬ 

TORI.  Rev.  Punctuated  with  stars  only,  ET*LIB*  right 
of  head,  Very  Fine  plus,  a  few  details  of  about  EF 
sharpness,  some  others  on  rev.  weaker;  small  planchet, 
tops  of  CONNEC  and  ETLIB  off  flan.  Severe  clash 
marks  on  obv.,  crack  from  rim  to  first  I  on  rev., 
but  as  yet  no  bulge  at  INDE.  Finest  seen  in  many 
years;  finer  than  the  best  one  in  the  Bowers  list,  that 
in  New  Netherlands  51st,  or  the  Ruby  or  Appleton- 
MHS  (1970)  offerings.  Possibly  second  finest  known, 
exceeded  by  the  Miller  plate  coin,  believed  in  the  Boyd 
estate.  Apparently  ex  Craige.  (Photo)  ($325.-375.) 

292*  1788.  M.4.1.-B.1.  High  R-6,  possibly  low  R-7.  Obv.  as 

preceding,  heavily  reground  to  efface  clash  marks,  now 
with  bulge  at  neck.  Rev.  previously  described,  heavy 
break  from  rim  through  quatrefoil  to  shield.  Basically 
Very  Fine,  dark,  devices  slightly  highlighted,  weak  at 
ORI;  overstruck  on  a  1785  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO. 
One  of  the  better  ones  despite  usual  obv.  weakness; 
not  as  sharp  as  the  Miller  plate  coin  (was  that  one 
illustrated  from  two  different  specimens?)  nor  the  Dr. 
Hall  piece,  nor  the  Crosby  Plate  coin,  but  consider¬ 
ably  finer  than  the  Appleton-MHS  (1970)  Craige  ex¬ 
ample  or  any  others  auctioned  since  1958  to  our 
knowledge.  (Photo)  ($225.-275.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Tied  for  Finest  Known 

293  1788.  M.  4.2-R.  High  R-7.  Similar  but  second  star  away 

from  wreath.  Rev.  a  left-over  Buel  die  with  Ms. 
Liberty  holding  a  wheat  ear;  punctuation  similar  to  K 
but  extra  star  between  head  and  pole;  letters  large  and 
heavy  (reworked?),  I  of  LIB  swollen  by  die  break; 
early  state,  before  the  bisecting  break  developed.  Obv. 
of  Very  Fine  sharpness,  rev.  weaker  but  everything 
clear  except  parts  of  drapery  (affected  by  overstriking, 
this  piece  being  struck  over  a  1785  NOVA  CON¬ 
STELLATIO,  Crosby  4-D),  the  1785  and  1788  dates 
overlapping.  One  of  two  finest  known,  the  other  priv¬ 
ately  from  Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  New  Netherlands,  and 
very  similar  in  grade  to  this  one.  Considerably  finer 
than  either  of  the  two  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list, 
or  the  ANS  or  Miller  coins.  (Miller  had  known  only 
of  a  single  specimen,  his  own,  badly  worn;  the  second 
one  to  be  discovered  was  the  Canfield  piece  in  ANS.) 
With  only  five  in  collectors’  hands,  one  tied  for  finest, 
and  neither  obv.  nor  rev.  represented  in  any  other 
combination,  the  present  coin  acquires  extreme  im¬ 
portance.  (Photo)  ($375.-475.) 

GROUP  C 

Medium  Head,  Cinquefoils  on  Reverse 

294  1788.  M.  6-H.  R-7.  Pouting,  boyish  head,  three  stars.  Rev. 

Jarvis  Mint  type,  five  cinquefoils,  B  Corrected  from 
R.  Very  Fine  or  better  but  struck  on  the  usual  de¬ 
fective  flan;  obv.  die  severely  buckled  as  usual  but 
most  details  unaffected;  severe  clash  marks  from  this 
reverse.  Second  finest  known,  second  only  to  the  line. 
Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  New  Netherlands  51st  Sale  piece  (be¬ 
lieved  to  be  that  in  the  Norweb  collection).  Finer 
than  the  Miller  Plate  coin  or  the  “VF-EF”  in  the 
Bowers  April  1972  list;  much  finer  than  Ruby’s,  the 
two  ANS  coins,  or  either  of  the  others  in  private  col¬ 
lections.  One  of  the  most  distinctive  of  Atlee’s  heads. 

(Photo)  ($475.-575.) 
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GROUP  D 
Medium  Head, 

Five  Pointed  Obv.  Stars 

295 *  1788.  M.  2-D.  R-l.  The  familiar  variety  with  5-pointed 

stars  before  and  after  legend,  first  joined  to  A.  Rev. 
1NDE*ET*  LIB*  with  6-pointed  stars.  The  common¬ 
est  of  all  Mahcin’s  Mill  Connecticuts.  Fairly  early  die 
state.  Extremely  Fine,  sharp,  partly  iridescent  light 
olive,  well  struck,  almost  free  of  planchet  defects, 
minute  traces  of  what  may  have  been  old  cleaning, 
of  no  importance.  Equal  to  Dr.  Hall  coin,  lot  108  in 
New  Netherlands  51st  sale;  slightly  finer,  if  anything, 
than  the  one  offered  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list; 
more  detail  than  on  the  Taxay  Plate  coin,  far  finer 
than  the  “Promised  Lands”  coin  at  $135.  Not  finest 
known,  as  at  least  two  exist  with  claims  to  Unc., 
but  almost  certainly  in  the  Condition  Census.  One  for 
type  collectors.  (Photo)  ($175.-200.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


MAILED  BUST  LEFT  DESIGN 

Benjamin  Buel,  April  1789,  and  Machin’s  Mills  Mints) 

The  coins  in  this  group  are  all  (except  for  obverse  9)  from 
the  old  Triple  Leaves  hub  of  1787,  and  reverses  (except  for  dies 

A.l  and  K)  are  from  the  corresponding  hub  in  which  Ms.  Liber¬ 
ty  holds  a  wheat  ear.  The  committee  report  of  April  9,  1789,  in 
Crosby,  p.  223,  says  that  “Abel  Bewel  has  gone  to  Europe  .  .  . 
previous  to  his  departure  he  gave  his  son  Benjamin  Bewel 
Liberty  to  coin  Coppers  Which  Business  he  is  now  pursuing  and 
has  Just  begun  to  Stamp  them  .  .  .”  Punch-linkages  and  die- 
linkages  show  that  the  Benjamin  Buel  coins  could  not  have  been 
the  Draped  Busts  of  1788,  as  these  were  directly  die-linked  with 
the  last  of  1 787’s  made  by  Jarvis  &  co.  The  best  fit  to  the  data 
is  provided  by  the  hypothesis  that  Abel  Buel  had  retained  his 
old  Mailed  Bust  hubs  (Triple  Leaf  and  Wheat  Ear),  and  turned 
these  over  to  his  son  along  with  a  few  punches  and  at  least 
two  working  dies  (1787  obvs.  11.1  and  12,  becoming  1788  obvs. 
7  and  8).  However,  a  difficulty  at  once  arises;  most  of  the  dies  of 
this  group  are  punchlinked  with  1788  2— D,  an  obvious  Machin’s 
Mill  product  by  James  F.  Atlee,  and  the  variety  9-E  mules  an 
Atlee  obverse  with  a  Buel  reverse;  9-E  by  die-break  sequence 
precedes  the  varieties  with  obvs.  7  and  8  (the  left-over  1787 
dies).  It  appears,  then  that  representatives  of  Machin’s  Mills 
bought  out  Benjamin  Buel’s  equipment  almost  immediately,  in¬ 
cluding  working  dies  and  punches  as  well  as  hubs.  This  explains 
coins  with  Buel  hubs  and  Atlee  punches;  no  other  explanation 
comes  to  hand.  Issues  must  have  been  brief  and  of  small  quan¬ 
tity,  as  most  varieties  are  rare,  some  very  rare;  only  one  of  the 
varieties  can  be  called  reasonably  common,  four  others  scarce, 
the  remaining  seven  are  seldom  seen  in  any  condition. 

We  group  the  varieties  as  follows: 

A.  Large  letters  (as  in  “Company  for  Coining  Coppers” 
1787  issues),  cinquefoils,  CONNLC. 

B.  Buel  type.  Small  letters  with  6-pointed  stars.  (Miller 

(10-12.). 

C.  Atlee  obverse.  (Miller  7,  8). 

D.  Leftover  1787  obverses.  (Miller  7,  8). 

These  subgroups  are  apparently  in  order  of  manufacture. 

dlhj  design°Ud  *°  3  COlnplete  colIection  of  the  varieties  of 


bKUlP  A 


Large  letters,  cinquefoils,  CONNLC. 

296-  1788.  M.  13— A.L  R-6.  The  only  CONNLC  variety 

mailed  bust  left,  possibly  a  die  left  over  from  1 
but  not  then  used.  Rev.  In  date,  1  and  7  created 


inverting  I  and  L  punches;  8’s  made  from  S's;  large 
cinquefoils.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  rest  Fine,  fields 
chocolate  brown  with  devices  highlighted,  flan  a  little 
granular  but  without  serious  defect;  tops  of  ORI 
and  LIB  off  flan.  Finer  than  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand, 
New  Netherlands  51st  Sale  coin;  far  superior  to  the 
worn  one  in  the  Appleton-MHS  (1970)  auction.  Other 
auction  records  of  this  type  are  very  few  and  very 
old.  Probably  of  Condition  Census  level.  (Photo) 

($250.-300.) 


•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


GROUP  B 

Buel  type,  small  letters,  6-pointed  stars 

297*  1788.  M.  11-G.  R-3.  No  star  after  AUCTORI;  *LIB* 
without  star  just  behind  Ms.  Liberty  head.  Extremely 
Fine,  mostly  well  struck  on  a  faintly  tough  flan, 
rather  dark  brown.  Small  mint  clip  above  RI.  Un¬ 
usually  clean.  Attribution  on  edge  in  white  ink.  Ex  Dr. 
Hall,  Virgil  Brand,  New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  lot 
120.  (This  was  priced  by  B.  G.  Johnson  at  a  then 
high  $25,  May  18,  1935,  but  the  BGJ  envelope  did 
not  come  with  this  coin.)  Sharper  than  the  Miller 
Plate  coin.  (Photo)  ($100.-125.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

298  1788.  M.  10-C.  Almost  R-7,  possibly  within  that  level. 

Obv.  heavy  bar  in  breastplate;  no  star  before  AUC¬ 
TORI.  Rev.  no  star  behind  head  or  before  LIB. 
Basically  VF,  light  brown,  porous  planchet;  of  ex¬ 
ceptional  interest  in  that  it  is  over-struck  on  a  double- 
struck  1789  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO,  variety 
undeterminable.  Parts  of  both  script  US’s  (overlap¬ 
ping  at  30  degree  angle)  show  on  neck  and  face.  No 
defects  worth  mention.  Compare  lot  26,  Norman  Bry¬ 
ant  collection;  finer  than  the  Hall-Brand  coin  in  New 
Netherlands  51st  sale,  or  most  others  seen  in  the  last 
twenty  years.  Third  rarest  of  the  design.  (Photo) 

($425.-up) 

299*  1788.  M.  12.2-C.  R-4.  Four  obv.  stars;  last  fairly  close  to 

ribbon  ends.  Rev.  as  last,  cracking  in  r.  field.  Very 
Fine,  rather  weakly  overstruck  on  a  1785  NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO,  variety  uncertain  (Crosby  2- A  or 
4-C?)  everything  plain.  Light  olive.  Aside  from  the 
Dr.  Hall  and  Crosby  plate  coins,  uncirculated,  there 
are  surprisingly  few  choice  ones  around,  most  others 
seen  being  Good  to  VG.  Apparently  from  the  Bowers 
list  in  three  figures.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

300  1788.  M.  12.2— E.  R-4.  Obv.  as  last,  worn  down,  buckled. 

Rev.  quatrefoil  after  LIB.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has 
surfaces  with  faded  mint  lustre  and  traces  of  original 
red,  suggesting  a  grade  of  AU,  but  several  dull  dark 
stains.  The  details  struck  up  at  all  are  at  least  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine.  Planchet  shows  lamination  at  r.  rev., 
and  light  double  striking  of  entire  reverse,  like  a 
double  profile.  Comparable  to  the  Appleton-MHS 
coin  (1970,  lot  166),  “EF.”  Again,  comparatively  few 
records  in  decent  condition.  Apparently  from  the 
Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

Superb  1788  M.  12.1.-F.1. 

301  1788.  M.  12.1-F.l.  R-4.  Similar  obv.,  last  star  distant 

from  ribbon  ends,  shoulder  and  C.  Rev.  star  behind 
head  but  none  just  before  LIB.  Mint  red  uncirculated, 
blending  with  light  olive;  weakly  struck  on  cuirass, 
lower  drapery  and  date,  though  17  and  all  letters  can 
be  read.  Small  mint  clip  at  end  of  foot.  Finest  we 
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have  seen,  better  than  the  Miller  coin  or  than  the 
brown  uncirculated  example  offered  in  the  Bowers 
list.  Considerably  finer  than  the  commoner  1 1-G, 
with  corrosion  spots,  which  was  bid  up  to  $1300  on 
the  floor  at  the  Merkin  Sept.  1974  sale  (lot  247). 
Ex  Stepney  Hoard.  (Photo)  ($900.-1200.) 

302*  1788.  M.  12.1  — E.  R-4.  Obv.  as  last,  rusted  and  bulged. 

Rev.  quatrefoil  die  as  above,  cracked  through  LIB 
and  quatrefoil;  struck  after  9-E  below,  evidently  a 
combination  of  two  old  discarded  dies.  Extremely 
Fine,  struck  on  the  usual  defective  planchet;  tops  of 
CON  and  lower  half  of  date  off  flan.  Pleasing  light 
brown,  no  nicks  or  scratches.  Finer  than  the  Dr.  Hall 
piece  in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  or  any  other 
offered  in  decades.  (There  have  been  very  few:  is 
this  R-5  ?)  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


GROUP  C 
Atlee  obverse 


303* 


1788.  M.  9-E.  R-6.  Only  one  star  (following  CONNEC); 
head  not  from  the  Buel  hub,  but  an  obvious  Atlee 
production  vaguely  reminiscent  of  obv.  13  of  1787. 
Rev.  same  quatrefoil  die  as  above,  but  in  its  earliest 
state.  More  or  less  Very  Fine,  obv.  weak  from  die 
buckling  at  upper  part  of  head  as  usual,  and  with 
two  sets  of  clash  marks  from  this  rev.  including  two 
dates)  above  head.  Rev.  not  too  well  struck  up  but 
everything  clear  except  one  of  the  three  grapevines  on 
shield.  Small  obv.  rim  dent,  no  other  defect  worth 
mention.  This  possibly  makes  the  Condition  Census, 
a  hair’s  breadth  below  the  Miller  Plate  coin.  (Photo) 

($200.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


GROUP  D 

Leftover  1787  obverses 

304  1788.  M.7-E.  High  R-6.  Large  letters,  R  made  from  a 

P,  four  blunt  stars,  cracked,  rusted.  Rev.  as  preceding, 
cracked  and  rusted.  Many  details  better  than  Very 
Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck;  on  the  usual  defective 
planchet,  the  most  severe  defect  at  r.  rim  before 
striking,  affecting  shoulder  and  I;  Ms.  Liberty’s  head 
not  too  well  struck  up,  all  other  details  clear.  Equal 
to  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  specimen  in  New  Netherlands 
51st  sale,  lot  115,  possibly  finer  as  it  is  free  of  the 
rim  nicks  on  the  latter.  Pleasing  warm  light  reddish 
brown  and  tan.  One  of  two  or  three  finest  seen. 

(Photo)  ($350.-425.) 


Finest  Known 

305  1788.  M.  7-F.2.  Almost  R-8.  Obv.  as  last,  still  later  state. 

Rev.  star  behind  head  but  none  before  LIB*;  differs 
from  F.  1  in  that  branch  and  drapery  are  disconnected 
fragments,  DE  closer  spaced  with  E  leaning  sharply 
to  right,  first  star  small  and  weak,  branch  hand  oppo¬ 
site  left  part  of  E  rather  than  space,  no  recutting 
on  E,  etc.,  otherwise  similar.  Some  details  Extremely 
Fine,  others  better  than  Very  Fine,  unevenly  struck 
on  the  usual  defective  planchet  (defects  mostly  at 
skirt  and  LIB  and  adjacent  border).  Light  olive  with 
some  faded  red,  part  of  which  may  represent  mint 
color.  Finest  known  of  this  extreme  rarity.  At  the 
time  Miller  wrote,  no  specimen  was  known  sharp 
enough  to  distinguish  it  from  the  F.  1  die  found  with 
obverse  12.1.  At  present  only  the  following  specimens 
are  recorded: 

1.  The  present  coin,  ex  Craige. 


2.  The  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  coin,  Fine  to  VF,  in  New 
Netherlands  51st  sale,  later  in  Bowers’  list,  Aug. 
1972,  as  a  sleeper.  Severely  injured  rev.  die. 

3.  ANS,  ex  Canfield  estate.  Badly  worn. 

4.  Miller  collection,  poor,  now  believed  in  the  Boyd 
estate. 

No  fifth  example  is  rumored.  E.  R.  Barnsley,  in  the 
March  1964  “Colonial  Newsletter,”  p.  34,  said  that  only 
one  specimen  was  then  located  (ANS),  indicated  that 
he  had  not  seen  any  of  the  others  -  unaccountably 
missing  the  Hall-Brand  piece.  Presumably  the  present 
coin  was  discovered  in  later  years.  Rarest  variety  of 
the  design.  (Photo)  ($600.-up) 

306  1788.  M.  7-K.  R-7.  Obv.  as  last,  still  later  state,  nearly 

worn  out.  Rev.  ET  right  of  head;  an  obvious  Atlee 
die,  of  the  same  style  as  1788  D.  Some  details  of  rev. 
qualify  as  close  to  Very  Fine,  remainder  weak  sug¬ 
gesting  VG.  Part  of  this  is  from  weak  striking,  part 
from  the  condition  of  the  dies  -  obv.  in  its  latest  state, 
rev.  severely  buckled,  affecting  DE*.  No  auction  record 
in  over  twenty  years,  none  in  the  Bowers  list  in  any 
grade;  notably  lacking  in  the  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  offering 
in  New  Netherlands  51st  sale,  though  Dr.  Hall  coin 
was  sold  privately  by  that  firm  earlier;  none  in  ANS. 
No  pedigree  came  with  this  one,  but  presumably 
(like  others  here)  it  is  either  ex  Norman  Bryant  or 
Craige.  One  of  the  great  rarities  of  this  date,  certain 
to  be  on  most  want  lists.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

307*  1788.  M.  8-K.  R-7.  Obv.  same  as  1787.12,  same  head 

with  small  letters  and  cinquefoils,  now  (as  always) 
severely  buckled  and  worn,  affecting  NNEC.  Rev.  as 
preceding,  buckled  at  DE,  severely  injured  (clash 
marked)  above  head.  Some  details  Fine,  others  weaker; 
struck  on  a  planchet  with  a  variety  of  light  defects; 
dark  browwn  and  medium  steel,  devices  somewhat 
highlighted.  Everything  clear  except  parts  of  CONNEC 
(from  die  failure);  very  tops  of  ET  off  flan.  Possibly 
finest  known  of  this  great  rarity.  Barnsley  knew  no 
high  grade  examples,  and  the  present  piece  is  finer 
than  any  we  have  seen  elsewhere.  In  particular,  it  is 
finer  than  the  impaired  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  coin  in  New 
Netherlands  51st  sale,  lot  117,  or  the  weaker,  partly 
off  center  piece  in  the  Appleton-MHS  (1970)  collec¬ 
tion,  lot  164,  or  the  ANS  coin.  We  have  not  seen 
the  Miller  coin,  but  as  he  did  illustrate  it,  we  surmise 
that  it  was  in  low  grade.  (Photo)  ($225.-275.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

DRAPED  BUST  DESIGN 

Several  varieties  use  left-over  dies  of  Jarvis  &  Co.,  (obv. 
16.1  =  1787  obv.  32.9).  (16.7  =  1787  obv.  32.5  the  die  found 
with  the  FNDE),  (16.4  =  1787  obv.  32.4),  (16.2  =  1787  obv. 
32.8  the  large  letter  die  used  with  the  ENDE),  (and  obv.  17, 
the  large  letter  die  with  CONNLC,  was  later  used  with  1787 
rev.  F,  the  combination  called  M.  50-F.). 

Presumably  some  of  these  varieties  represent  a  continuation 
of  the  Jarvis  &  Co.  enterprise  until  its  federal  franchise  was 
voided  in  September  1788,  or  possibly  until  its  Connecticut  coin¬ 
age  franchise  (now  vested  mostly  in  Abel  Buel,  James  Hill- 
house  and  John  Goodrich,  minority  stockholders,  mostly  absent) 
was  voided  in  June  1789,  though  the  latter  is  unlikely  as  Buel 
had  left  for  Europe  months  before,  turning  over  his  hubs,  dies 
and  punches  to  his  son  who  worked  briefly  well  away  from 
Jarvis  &  Co.  We  have  already  seen  that  representatives  of 
Machin’s  Mill  bought  the  equipment  of  Jarvis  &  Co.,  resulting 
in  such  combinations  of  Atlee  and  Buel  dies  as  1788  16.1-D 
and  6-H,  the  former  with  a  normal  Jarvis  type  obverse  of  the 
Draped  Bust  design,  and  a  typical  Atlee  reverse  die  found  else- 
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where  with  a  GEORGIVS  111  REX  obverse,  the  6-H  with  an 
Atlee  obv.  and  a  normal  Jarvis/Buel  reverse.  At  present  re¬ 
search  is  still  going  on  to  establish  the  true  emission  sequence; 
many  Draped  bust  coins  are  so  poorly  struck  and/or  poorly 
preserved  as  to  make  die  identification  difficult.  For  example, 
the  coin  here  called  16.7-P  was  originally  listed  in  Miller  as 
“15.3-P”  because  the  only  one  then  known  was  too  poor  to  show 
the  period  after  AUCTORI.  There  are  also  specimens  with 
bizarre  immense  die  breaks,  testifying  to  emergency  conditions 
at  the  mint  of  issue,  when  new  dies  could  not  immediately  be 
had  (because  Buel  had  left?)  There  are  also  hitherto  unpublished 
die  combinations  such  as  the  16.4-A.2  here  offered.  Proper  as¬ 
signment  to  mint  may  not  be  possible  until  more  die  break 
sequences  have  been  convincingly  established;  the  assumption  is 
that  (1)  those  which  followed  the  use  of  Atlee’s  rev.  D  must  have 
been  made  by  Machin’s  Mill,  and  (2)  those  cobbled  together 
from  old  broken  and  discarded  dies  of  1787  were  probably  made 
by  Machin’s  Mill.  At  present  the  die  break  sequences  in  the  three 
muling  groups  are  incompletely  known,  working  out  as  follows: 

Large  letter  obv.  group:  M.17-Q,  17-0.  17  with  the  1787  rev. 
(1787  50-F)  -  possibly  long  after  the  rest;  16.2-0,  same  obv. 
with  1787  FNDE  rev.  (32.8-aa),  the  other  obv.  with  FNDE 
(32.5-aa)  and  with  1788  rev.  P  (16.7-P),  15.2-P,  proper  order 
of  the  last  five  uncertain. 

Small  letter  obv.  group  not  connected  with  Atlee:  16.4-A,2, 
14.2-A.2,  16.4-L.2,  14.1-L2,  uncertain  if  earlier  or  later.  Obv. 
16.4  is  the  same  as  1787  32.4  and  comes  also  with  revs.  F, 
X.5,  Z.3  and  Z.20  of  1787,  but  the  sequence  is  unknown.  Some 
of  these  were  presumably  made  at  Machin’s  Mills. 

Small  letter  obv.  group  including  the  Atlee  rev.:  6-H  (mailed 
bust  r.  struck  at  Newburgh),  16.1-D,  16.1-H,  this  obverse  also 
known  as  1787  32.9  but  whether  used  with  1787  rev.  earlier 
or  later  is  uncertain;  16.5-H.  HU  these  must  have  been  made 
by  Machin’s  Mill. 


The  present  offering  is  the  most  nearly  complete  ever  auc¬ 
tioned,  missing  only  one  variety  known  to  Miller  (17-0)  but  in¬ 
cluding  the  exceeding  rare  16.7-P  and  the  new  unlisted  muling 
16.4-A.2. 

308*  1788.  M.  14.1-L.2.  R-6.  Four  obv.  cinquefoils,  no  periods; 

cinquefoil  joins  last  C  to  toga.  Rev.  no  cinquefoil  be¬ 
tween  hand  and  L;  first  cinquefoil  about  midway 
between  leg  and  I.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  others 
more  like  Fine;  obv.  die  broken  from  second  N  to 
border  and  severely  buckled,  involving  drapery,  ribbons 
and  part  of  head.  Rev.  Extremely  heavy  “fatal  break” 
from  N  across  thigh  to  L,  branching  to  shield  and  last 
cinquefoil,  very  thick  in  central  regions.  Dark  brown, 
devices  slightly  highlighted,  almost  free  of  planchet 
defects.  Finer  of  only  two  seen  with  this  break, 
which  was  unknown  to  Miller;  the  only  other  was  the 
Dr.  Hall,  Brand  example,  slightly  sharper  but  with  rev. 
rim  impairment,  lot  124  of  New  Netherlands  51st 
sale.  No  other  comparable  example  has  been  offered  in 
years,  with  or  without  the  break.  From  the  Bowers 
list  as  VF  in  three  figures;  earlier,  believed  ex  Craige. 

(Photo)  ($200.-250.) 

Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


309'  1788.  M.  14.  2-A.2.  R-6.  Similar  obv.  last  cinquefoil  far 

from  C.  Rev.  cinquefoil  between  INDE  and  ET;  small 
thin  letters,  widely  spaced  (die  drastically  lapped),  top 
leaf  almost  touches  E  of  ET;  cracked  through  two 
cinquefoils  to  LI.  Very  Fine  or  better,  medium  to 
dark  brown  devices  partly  highlighted.  Boarders  weak 
and  slightly  defective,  surfaces  mostly  much  better 
than  usual  for  these.  Finest  we  have  seen  in  many 
years;  that  in  the  Bowers  list  was  only  Fine.  No  auc¬ 
tion  records  in  comparable  condition,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion,  of  the  solitary  unc.  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  specimen. 
Possibly  second  finest  known.  (Photo)  ($225.-275.) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


310*  1788.  M.15.I-L.1.  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Period  after  CON- 

NEC.  only;  second  N  first  cut  much  too  high,  then 
corrected.  Rev.  similar  to  L.2  above,  but  first  cinque¬ 
foil  almost  touches  leg.  Some  details  Very  Fine, 
others  Fine,  surfaces  more  like  ihe  higher  grade,  with 
natural  light  brown  streakily  mottled  like  the  grain  of 
wood;  very  minor  parallel  planchet  defects  near  lower 
obv.  border,  One  of  (he  finest  known;  some  details 
clearer  than  on  the  Miller  Plate  coin,  possibly  a  trifle 
finer  than  the  Boyd  shattered-die  coin  in  the  New 
Netherlands  60th  sale.  Barnsley,  in  “Colonial  News¬ 
letter”  May  1972,  p.  356,  was  unable  to  be  sure 
whether  the  N  was  merely  double  punched  or  cut 
over  an  A;  the  present  piece  is  evidently  clearer  here 
than  any  known  to  him;  as  the  detail  is  absolutely 
unambiguous.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

311*  1788.  M.  15.2-P.  R-5,  possibly  R-6.  Last  cinquefoil  mid¬ 

way  between  period  and  toga  fold  (rather  than  below 
toga  fold  as  in  15.1);  break  from  rim  grazing  last  C 
towards  ribbons.  Rev.  two  cinquefoils  follow  ET, 
normal  spellings;  B.  far  from  shield.  Unlisted  die 
state;  heavy  clash  marks  from  shield  and  stand  of 
rev.  P  at  AUC  to  face,  from  date  at  armor,  etc.; 
plain  rust  on  much  of  rev.  die.  Most  details  Very 
Fine,  few  nearer  to  Ex.  Fine;  medium  to  dark  brown, 
minor  totally  unimportant  planchet  defects,  no  nicks 
nor  scratches  worth  mention.  Rev.  die  about  160 
degrees  from  normal  alignment.  Very  rare,  no  recent 
auction  records.  (Photo)  ($200.-250.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

312*  1788.  M.  16.1-D.  R-3.  (Two  periods  in  obv.  legend  as 

on  all  to  follow)  Upper  ribbon-end  points  to  right 
half  of  C,  lower  ribbon-end  to  period;  C’s  in  CON- 
NEC  much  larger  and  of  different  style  from  that  in 
AUCTORI.  Die  of  1787  32.9  Rev.  the  Atlee  die  al¬ 
ready  seen  above  (M.  2-D);  shattered.  Very  Fine, 
warm  light  brown  gloss,  parts  of  rev.  device  not  well 
struck  up  owing  to  die  failure.  “Double  profile” 
phenomenon  on  INDE*ET  and  much  of  rev.  device. 
One  of  the  more  unusual  Machin’s  Mill  products, 
muling  an  Old  Jarvis  &  Co.  die  with  a  typical  Atlee 
reverse;  struck  after  2-D  because  the  reverse  is  in  a 
much  later  state.  Usually  found  in  much  worn  condi¬ 
tion,  e.  g.  the  Appleton-MHS  coin,  lot  167,  not  even 
fully  Good.  Better  than  the  “Ex.  Fine”  piece  pic¬ 
tured  in  the  Bowers  April  1972  list  in  three  figures; 
much  finer  than  the  Boyd  coin  auctioned  in  New 
Netherlands  60th  sale,  lot  356,  or  any  other  recently 
seen  at  auction.  (Photo)  ($75.-125.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

313*  1788.  M.  16.1-H.  R-3.  Obv.  as  last,  severely  clashed  from 

rev.  H,  cracked  from  rim  to  drapery  about  6:00,  from 
rim  to  last  cinquefoil  and  period,  from  nose  to  R. 
from  ribbon  knot  to  E,  but  as  yet  without  the  cracks 
through  AUCTORI  or  the  various  bulges  seen  on 
the  terminal  states;  none  of  these  cracks  are  mentioned 
by  Miller.  Rev.  ETLIB  r.  of  head  but  differs  from 
rev.  N  in  having  INDE  normally  spaced;  the  die  found 
with  obv.  6  above,  but  without  the  cracks.  Some  de¬ 
tails  better  than  Very  Fine,  others  more  like  Fine  as 
struck;  matte  surfaces  consistent  with  VF,  medium 
steel,  devices  somewhat  highlighted,  only  trivial  plan¬ 
chet  defects,  no  nicks  or  dents.  Bottom  of  date  off 
flan.  Finer  than  the  “EF”  example  in  April  1972 
Bowers  list  in  three  figures;  same  comment  as  to 
preceding.  (Photo)  ($150.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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314*  1788.  M.  16.2-0.  R-6.  Large  letters  and  cinquefoils.  Rev. 

INDL.  ET  LIB.  Early  state  of  the  unlisted  crack,  rim 
to  dateline,  globe  and  drapery  near  center  of  die;  as 
yet  without  the  failure  at  NN.  Obv.  details  Fine  to 
Very  Fine,  rev.  somewhat  weaker  as  struck;  dark 
greenish  brown  patina,  unimportant  planchet  defects, 
few  ancient  nicks  not  disturbing  the  color,  hardly 
noticeable  and  of  no  importance.  Important  and  rare 
coin,  finest  we  have  seen  in  some  years,  better  than 
any  in  the  Bowers  lists;  not  as  sharp  as  the  Crosby 
Plate  coin,  but  probably  in  the  Condition  Census  for 
the  variety  nevertheless.  (Photo)  ($250.-300.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

315*  1788.  Another  M.  16.2-0,  this  in  the  extremely  rare  die 

state  with  obv.  clashed  from  IB.  and  cinquefoil  at  r., 
buckled  at  NN;  rev.  heavily  broken  across  from  edge 
r.  of  date  to  cinquefoil  following  ET  to  rim;  shattered 
in  r.  field.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  others  Fine,  dark 
green  and  brown,  devices  highlighted,  surfaces  matte 
but  free  of  serious  defects;  couple  of  ancient  pin 
scratches  not  affecting  the  colors.  Apparently  the 
terminal  die  state  and  the  only  one  we  have  seen 
with  all  these  cracks;  fewer  than  four  others  seen 
with  the  heavy  break.  Ex  R.  A.  Vlack,  Alan  Kessler. 

(Photo)  ($250.-300.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

316  1788.  M.  16.3-N.  R-3.  “Warts”  on  both  lips.  Upper  rib¬ 

bon  end  points  to  period,  lower  to  cinquefoil;  small 
break  into  field  from  shoulder  pointing  between  rib¬ 
bon-end  and  period.  E  appears  to  have  been  made  by 
combining  an  I,  and  F  and  an  L.  Rev.  IN  DE  spaced 
apart  as  are  8  8;  B  corrected  from  R;  ETLIB  r.  of 
head.  Basically  Extremely  Fine,  light  olive  and  brown 
matte  surfaces,  faintly  porous,  with  light  planchet  de¬ 
fects  in  centers;  usual  strike;  tops  of  ET  off  flan.  One 
of  two  finest  known  to  us,  the  other  very  slightly 
sharper  struck;  finer  than  any  to  appear  at  auction 
including  that  in  New  Netherlands  60th  sale,  or  lot 
268,  in  “Promised  Land,”  sale,  which  though  not  fully 
VF  brought  $210.  Note  that  the  “warts”  (which  are 
very  obvious)  were  never  earlier  mentioned;  evidently 
other  specimens  have  not  been  sharp  enough  to  show 
them.  They  are  not  die  defects  but  apparently  represent 
strengthening  of  the  lip  details  by  use  of  a  berry 
punch.  Ex  the  Bowers  list  well  up  in  three  figures. 

(Photo)  ($250.-300.) 

317  1788.  Another  M.  16.3-N,  this  from  the  extremely  rare 

late  die  state  mentioned  by  Miller  (dies  worn  and 
apparently  reground),  overstruck  on  a  1787  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Cent,  most  probably  the  Rarity  7  variety  1-B. 
Better  than  VG,  probably  nearer  to  Fine  but  weakly 
struck  as  always,  lightly  porous.  To  date  only  four  of 
these  are  known  to  us:  (1)  ANS,  badly  worn,  cent 
variety  uncertain.  (2)  Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  New  Nether¬ 
lands  51st  sale,  lot  131,  Fine  to  VF,  over  1787  Mass. 
Cent,  variety  “uncertain  and  possibly  unlisted”  but 
believed  now  to  be  1-B.  (3)  Lot  75,  Dr.  Rubby  coll., 
over  1787  Mass,  cent,  Ryder  1-b,  Fine  for  coin,  in 
middle  three  figures.  (4)  The  present  example.  What 
can  be  made  out  of  the  branch  matches  the  1-B  and 
no  other  variety.  That  all  the  known  examples  are 
struck  over  1787  cents  and  all  the  identifiable  ones 
are  over  this  variety  strongly  suggests  that  the  1787 
Mass.  1-B  (which  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  copper 
coins  attributed  to  that  state)  was  in  fact  made  much 
later  and  under  private  auspices,  not  Callender  and 
Perkins,  and  may  in  fact  have  been  rejected  as  not 
by  the  authorized  mint,  thereafter  bought  up  for  re¬ 
stamping.  Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($250.-up) 


Unlisting  Muling 

318  1788.  Unlisted  new  muling,  "M.  16.4-A.2.”  R-8.  Period 

wholly  below  I.  Rev.  earlier  described  (with  14.2): 
cinquefoil  between  INDE  ET,  top  leaf  almost  touches 
middle  of  base  of  E.  Die  apparently  badly  worn, 
letters  somewhat  crumbled  and  apparently  larger  than 
on  the  other  variety  with  this  reverse,  several  faint 
cracks  in  left  field.  Good  or  better,  struck  on  a  small 
defective  planchet,  CONNECT.  LIB  and  dale  off  flan. 
Only  one  other  reported  to  exist,  last  seen  in  Yale 
University.  Any  estimate  of  value  on  this  unheard-of 
rarity  would  be  pure  guesswork  but  we  will  try. 

(Photo)  ($325.-375.) 

319*  1788.  M.  16.4-L.2.  R-6.  Obv.  as  preceding;  rev.  pre¬ 

viously  described  (with  obv.  15.1).  Break  from  rim  to 
L  to  upper  ribbon  and  drapery,  but  as  yet  none  of  the 
later  breaks  (even  this  broken  die  state  is  unknown 
to  Miller,  let  alone  the  rest).  Some  details  Fine,  other 
VG,  dark  steel,  matte  and  with  some  very  slight 
porosity  here  and  there;  weakly  struck,  parts  of  RI 
and  CO  off  flan.  No  nicks  or  scratches,  one  small 
small  edge  planchet  defect  as  made.  None  offered  at 
auction  in  many  years;  that  in  the  Bowers  list  was 
more  worn.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Finest  Known  Superb  1788  M.16.4-L.2 

319A  1788.  Another  M.  16.4-L.2,  in  a  later  state.  Obv.  buckling 
from  I  through  second  cinquefoil  to  wreath.  Rev. 
heavy  break  from  rim  through  L,  sash  end,  drapery 
to  knee;  branch  crack  from  rim  through  last  cinque¬ 
foil  and  shield  to  first  break,  but  as  yet  without  the 
the  later  shattering  at  ND  or  the  pieces  fallen  from 
die  at  first  two  breaks.  Very  nearly  Une.,  without  any 
noticeable  evidence  of  wear  or  rubbing;  light  brown 
partly  glossy,  partly  granularly  defective,  surfaces, 
consistent  with  a  grade  of  AU  or  better,  some  of  the 
gloss  representing  mint  surface.  Not  well  struck  up  on 
hair  or  parts  of  drapery,  though  most  rev.  details  are 
fully  sharp.  Everything  on  flan  except  bases  of  88. 
An  extraordinary  coin,  by  far  the  best  seen  of  the 
variety.  Obtained  as  “Choice  Unc.,”  of  course;  marked 
$2350,  though  whether  that  is  a  cost  or  an  appraisal 
we  cannot  conjecture.  (Photo)  (?) 

320*  1788.  M.  16.5-H.  R-6.  Upper  ribbon-end  points  between 

C  and  period;  first  period  distant  from  I.  about  the 
diameter  of  the  I  away.  Rev.  Previously  described 
(with  obv.  6  and  16.1),  but  with  an  early  state  of 
cracks.  Some  details  Fine,  others  weaker,  porous  de¬ 
fective  planchet,  light  to  faint  central  abrasions  of  no 
consequence.  No  auction  record  in  years.  (Photo) 

($175.-225.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

321  1788.  M.  16.6-H.  R-7.  Heavily  reworked  obv.  of  preced¬ 

ing;  RI  heavier  and  closer  together,  I  close  to  heavy 
period,  EC  misshapen  and  joined;  triple  clash  marks, 
extensive  signs  of  rust  as  always.  Rev.  Heavier  cracks. 
Very  Fine,  usual  uneven  strike,  light  planchet  defects, 
top  of  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  and  adjacent  cinquefoils 
partly  off  flan;  light  mint  clip  above  AU,  affecting  E 
and  cinquefoil,  smaller  “pinch”  (almost  but  not  quite 
a  clip)  at  foot.  (We  follow  Miller  in  retaining  the  de¬ 
signation  “16.6"  though  this  die  was  altered  as  the 
alteration  was  intentional  and  completely  changed  the 
appearance  and  character  of  the  die.)  From  the  Bowers 
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list,  as  “VF,  flan  clip,"  in  three  figures;  finer  than 
the  one  there  pictured,  and  without  other  auction 
records  in  many  years;  finest  we  have  seen.  (Photo) 

($275.— up) 

322  1788.  M.  16.7-P  (earlier  identified  by  Canfield  as  “15.3-P” 

in  the  supplement  to  Miller,  not  originally  known  to 
Miller;  correctly  identified  by  Richard  Picker  in  recent 
years)  High  R-7.  Obv.  Upper  ribbon-end  points  to 
cinquefoil,  lower  to  space;  C  T  wide;  die  of  1787 
M.  32.5,  with  the  rim  break  over  NNEC.  Rev.  Pre¬ 
viously  described  with  unlisted  heavy  break  from  rim 
to  E.  to  knee.  Good  obv.,  rev.  a  little  better;  weakly 
struck  lightly  and  uniformly  porous,  R1  and  LIB.  very 
weak.  At  present  seven  specimens  are  said  to  exist: 
one  in  ANS  (too  much  wear  to  enable  immediate 
identification  of  the  obv.  die),  one  in  the  Barnsley 
collection,  this  one,  and  four  others  in  private  hands 
(according  to  Richard  Picker),  all  worn;  "Colonial 
Newsletter”,  April  1968,  p.  13,  then  knew  of  only  five 
(compare  CNL,  March  1964,  p.  34).  One  of  the  others, 
only  Fair,  was  offered  in  the  Bowers  list,  April  1972, 
but  there  are  no  auction  records.  (Photo)  ($225.-275.) 

Possibly  Finest  Known 

323  1788.  M.  17-Q.  High  R-6.  Large  letters,  CONNLC.  Rev. 

Generally  like  revs.  L,  O  and  P,  but  with  cinquefoil 
just  before  LIB  and  with  only  one  cinquefoil  after 
INDE.  Grapevines  on  shield,  as  on  revs.  L.l,  L.2, 
O  and  P  of  this  group,  but  unlike  revs.  H  or  N. 
Many  details  Very  Fine  or  better,  some  weaker,  mostly 
tops  of  some  letters;  tops  of  INDE  off  flan.  Medium 
to  dark  steel,  devices  highlighted,  some  of  exceptional 
sharpness  -  the  present  coin  is  much  finer  than  the 
Miller  Plate  coin.  Few  light  lamination  defects,  couple 
of  ancient  obv.  pin  scratches,  but  overall  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  known,  possibly  finest.  No  auction  record; 
the  Bowers  list  included  only  a  VG  example.  (Photo) 

($275.-325.) 

AN  ADDITIONAL  CONSIGNMENT  OF 
RARE  CONNECTICUT  COPPERS 

324  1785.  “Company  for  Coining  Coppers.”  M.  4.1-F.  4,  the 

famous  and  popular  “African  Head.”  R-l.  Good,  some 
details  bolder,  others  very  weak,  parts  of  AUCTORI 
and  INDE  not  legible,  date  barely  visible;  enough  re¬ 
mains  that  attribution  is  certain.  Average  condition  for 
the  type.  Ex  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

325*  1785.  Normal  head.  M.  6.2-F.  1,  R-4.  Tall  head,  I.  over¬ 

lapping  hair,  coarse  serrations,  column  of  die  defects 
joining  profile  and  end  of  cuirass;  dash  to  r.  front 
upper  part  of  8.  Cf.  lot  19.  Fine,  medium  steel  devices, 
richly  mottled  brown  fields,  very  slightly  granular  but 
free  of  nicks,  scratches,  or  planchet  defects.  All  three 
grapevines  show  on  shield  though  they  are  slightly 
blurred  as  are  drapery,  hair  and  curl  details.  Later  die 
state  than  lot  19  above-mentioned.  Good  match  for  the 
Hoch  and  Miller  Plate  coins.  Ex  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo) 

($100.-up) 

'Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

326  1785.  Type  of  1786.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  M.  7.1-D.  No  obv. 

colons;  die  buckling  in  center.  Almost  R-7.  Nearly 
Fine,  very  similar  overall  to  lot  26,  but  lightly  porous, 
and  with  a  few  trivial  planchet  defects.  Dark  and  light 
steel,  devices  highlighted.  Probably  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety,  just  below  lot  26  abovemen- 


tioned,  the  same  remarks  hold  for  this  coin  as  for  that 
extraordinry  example.  The  offering  of  two  such  pieces 
within  a  single  year  yet  alone  sale  is  virtually  unprece¬ 
dents.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

327  1786.  RAHWAY,  N.J.  MINT.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M.  1-A, 

(large  bust,  no  punctuation;  ETLIB  INDE).  R-6.  Ad¬ 
vanced  “double  chin”  break.  Dies  aligned  bookwise, 
180°  from  normal.  Sharpness  of  VF  in  peripheral  de¬ 
tails,  centers  weaker  as  always,  patinated  several  shades 
of  reddish  and  medium  brown,  struck  on  a  somewhat 
porous,  granular,  striated  and  —  on  obverse  —  very 
rough  planchet.  Most  collectors  will  want  this  one  for 
the  ETLIB  INDE  side,  which  is  considerably  finer 
overall  than  the  obv.,  being  almost  free  of  roughness 
though  lightly  porous  and  granular.  Ex  Alan  Kessler. 

(Photo)  $350. -up) 

328  1786.  M.  2. 1-A.  R-3.  Smaller  round  head,  centered  dots 

after  I  and  C;  ETLIB  INDE  as  above,  dies  aligned 
180°  from  normal  as  on  preceding  lot.  Very  Fine,  bold, 
dark  brown  with  lighter  flashes;  struck  on  the  usual 
granular  flan  with  central  striations  (plainest  on  rev.), 
bold  except  in  centers,  two  of  the  three  grapevines  on 
shield  visible.  Comparable  in  sharpness,  though  not  in 
surface,  to  lot  31;  similar  to  the  Miller  plate  coin,  and 
probably  belongs  next  to  it  in  the  Condition  Census, 
Ex  R.  Picker,  May  1969.  (Photo)  ($150.-200.) 

329  1786.  M.  3-D.  1.  Largest  head,  colons  in  legend.  Rev. 

ET  LIB.  as  two  words,  B  far  from  baseline;  cf.  lot  35. 
High  R-6.  About  Fine,  dark  chocolate  brown,  minutely 
granular  and  lightly  pockmarked;  considerably  better 
looking  than  it  sounds.  About  equal  in  sharpness  to  the 
Vlack  Plate  coin,  minutely  less  sharp  than  the  Crosby 
Plate  coin;  probably  in  the  Condition  Census,  though 
not  up  there  with  the  above-mentioned  lot  35.  Ex 
Bowers,  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

330*  1786.  “Company  for  Coining  Coppers.”  Mailed  Bust  Left. 

M.  4.1-G.  No  obv.  colons;  coarse  serrations  touch  many 
of  the  letters  on  both  sides;  R-2.  Advanced  rev.  die 
failures.  Some  details  VG,  the  rest  Good,  everything 
legible,  no  notable  defects.  (Photo)  ($50.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

331  1786.  M.  4.5-G.  Coarse  serrations,  normal  letters  and 

mail.  R-2.  Better  than  VF,  an  excellent  match  for  the 
outstanding  coin  offered  as  lot  45  in  every  respect  ex¬ 
cept  color.  Warm,  rich  tan;  few  minute  to  microscopic 
bag  marks,  not  affecting  the  color;  overall  suitable  for 
a  type  collector  who  insists  on  excellent  striking  quality. 

(Photo)  ($200.-up) 

332*  1786.  M.5.10-L.  Compare  lot  58,  R-5.  Good  but  struck 

a  little  off-center  so  that  almost  all  of  date  is  off  flan. 
Late  die  state,  crack  through  tops  of  all  rev.  letters,  die 
beginning  to  fail  in  rev.  field.  (Photo)  ($60.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

A  Condition  Census  Rarity 

333  1786.  M.  5.11— R.  Minute  colon  dots,  those  after  I  too 

weak  to  show;  double  impressions  (as  hubbed)  on  let¬ 
ters,  armor  and  some  hair  details;  7-dot  ornament  after 
INDE:  High  R-6,  nearly  R-7;  compare  lot  60.  Few 
details  Very  Fine,  the  rest  Fine,  surfaces  Fine,  medium 
brown,  devices  slightly  highlighted;  light  planchet  crack, 
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other  very  minor  defects.  Very  slightly  finer  than  the 
Miller  Plate  coin,  or  any  other  offered  publicly  aside 
from  the  above-mentioned  lot  60.  In  the  Condition 
Census  for  this  great  rarity.  (Photo)  ($275.-400.) 

334  1786.  Draped  Bust  left.  M.  6-k.  No  stars  in  obv.  legend, 

3  ribbon  ends;  cf.  lot  65.  High  R-6.  Small  details  Fine 
or  better,  others  weaker  as  struck;  natural  light  reddish 
brown,  devices  highlighted;  usual  centering,  tops  of 
TL1B  and  bases  of  86  off  flan;  better  than  average,  as 
Crosby  could  not  find  one  sharp  enough  to  show  the 
wreath,  and  this  detail  is  partly  visible  here.  A  very 
elusive  type  coin.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige,  April  1970.  (Photo) 

($250.-up) 

335  1787.  Morristown,  N.  J.  Mint.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M.1.3- 

L.  R-7.  Compare  lot  70.  Some  details  Fine,  others 
weaker,  CT  and  INDE  ET  not  visible,  profile  and 
many  other  details  clear,  some  other  details  ob¬ 
scured  by  roughness;  overall  should  rate  close  to  VG. 
Extremely  rare,  probably  not  over  nine  specimens 
known,  all  in  low  grades.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige,  March  1970, 
Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ( - ) 

336*  1787.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  M.  6.1-M.  First  “Laughing  Head.” 

VG,  chocolate  brown,  devices  highlighted,  obv.  stronger 
than  rev.,  surfaces  uniformly  lightly  granular,  ancient 
obv.  field  scratch  not  affecting  colors;  tops  of  some 
rev.  letters  weak.  Apparently  a  Miller  duplicate;  attri¬ 
bution  in  obv.  field.  Ex  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($50.-up) 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

337*  1787.  Similar.  M.  6.2-M.  High  R-4,  possibly  R-5.  Second 

“Laughing  Head,”  alias  “Outlined”  or  “Simple”  Head. 
Some  details  of  VF  sharpness,  others  more  like  Fine, 
but  very  rough  and  porous,  and  fields  show  that  some 
corrosion  was  skillfully  removed.  As  the  unimpaired 
VF,  (lot  74)  was  called  “one  of  three  finest,”  the  present 
coin  retains  importance  even  as  it  is.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige, 
Feb.  1970,  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

338*  1787.  (i.e.  1788-9?).  Machin’s  Mill  Mint,  Newburgh,  N.Y. 

Mailed  Bust  Right.  M.-l.l-A.  R-3,  high.  Smallest 
head;  ETL1B  INDE.  Some  details  of  Fine  or  better 
sharpness,  others  a  little  weaker;  dark  partly  rough 
patina  varying  from  charcoal  gray  to  purple,  brick  red, 
rose,  and  varying  shades  of  brown.  Despite  the  rough¬ 
ness,  all  details  are  visible  even  parts  of  latitude  and 
longitude  lines  on  globe.  Late  die  state,  obv.  giving  way 
in  field  behind  head  — -  probably  made  not  long  before 
1788  1-1.  Ex  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($150.-225.) 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

EXTREMELY  RARE  “ROMAN  HEAD”  TYPE 

339  1787.  (i.e.  1788-9?).  Same  mint.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M. 

52-G.  1.  “Roman”  head,  medium  size  round  head  with 
Roman  nose  and  receding  chin;  period  after  CONNEC. 
Rev.  INDE*ET  LIB*  with  wide  date  and  break  through 
E  of  ET;  same  as  lot  78,  R-7.  Few  details  close  to  Fine, 
mostly  VG  or  weaker,  much  of  the  weakness  from 
severe  die  failure  and  heavy  clash  marks  (as  described 
in  the  abovementioned  lot).  Mostly  light  brown,  no 
nicks  or  dents  worth  mention.  One  of  possibly  6  or  7 
known,  all  in  low  grades,  two  in  ANS,  only  two  auc¬ 
tioned  in  recent  years  —  that  in  our  previous  offering 
and  the  far  worse  MHS  coin  (1973).  Neglected  because 
unpublicized;  belongs  in  the  Guidebook,  which  unac¬ 


countably  ignores  most  of  the  Mailed  Bust  Right 
varieties.  Ex  R.  A.  Vlack,  April  1972,  Alan  Kessler 

coll.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

EXCEEDINGLY  RARE  1787  -M.  50-F 

340  1787.  (i.e.  1789).  Same  mint.  Draped  Bust  Left.  M.  50-F. 

Obv.  was  originally  17  of  1788  (Jarvis  Mint),  large 
letters  blundered  CONNLC,  rev.  a  worn-out  Company 
for  Coining  Coppers  die  (Ms.  Liberty  holds  a  giant 
wheat  ear),  8  cinquefoils  in  legend.  Shattered  obv.  as 
always.  High  R-7.  Sonic  details  VG,  others  Good  or 
weaker;  smooth  dark  brown  surfaces,  devices  high¬ 
lighted,  everything  legible  except  NLC  and  date;  old 
scratches  before  nose,  not  disturbing  colors.  Compare 
lot  82,  Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($250.-up) 

RARE  1787/1788  IND  ET  LIB 

341  1787.  “Company  for  Coining  Coppers.”  Mailed  Bust  Left. 

Group  I:  Hand-Cut  Dies.  M.  9-R.  Triplet  leaves, 
“goatee”  break.  Rev.  Ms.  Liberty  holds  a  giant  wheat 
ear,  altered  to  a  bouquet  by  crosslet  punches;  IND  ET 
LIB,  and  corrected  blunder  1787/1788.  Low  R-7.  Some 
details  VF,  others  Fine;  surfaces  better  than  Fine,  toned 
to  various  shades  of  brown,  devices  highlighted;  scat¬ 
tered  planchet  defects,  one  affecting  pole  hand.  Every¬ 
thing  legible  except  parts  of  NNEC;  base  of  date  off 
flan  as  usual;  all  three  grapevines  on  shield  plain.  Finer 
than  Dr.  Ruby  58  (which  was  bid  up  to  $470  on  the 
floor)  or  any  other  offered  to  our  knowledge  except 
lot  88.  Late  die  state,  with  the  die  crumbling  at  E  of 
ET,  but  without  the  cracks  to  branch.  Ex  Alan  Kessler 
coll.  (Photo)  ($350.-up) 

342*  1787.  Group  II.  “Triplet  Leaves”  Head,  Wheat  Ear  Revs. 

Large  letters,  small  dates.  M.  11.1-E.  High  R-2.  Some 
details  on  rev.  nearly  Fine,  remainder  VG  or  weaker, 
tops  of  IB  and  base  of  date  off  flan,  AUCTO  not  legi¬ 
ble.  Dark  green  fields,  lighter  steel  devices.  Ex  Alan 
Kessler.  (Photo)  ($50.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

VERY  RARE  OVERDATE  BLUNDER,  1787  OVER  1877 

343  Group  IV.  Similar,  smaller  letters  as  on  FUGIO  coins. 

M.  12-Q.  Branch  divides  IN  DE;  overdate  1787/1877, 
a  corrected  blunder.  R-6.  Later  die  state  than  lot  96; 
heavier  break  from  B  to  pole,  extra  break  from  rim 
almost  to  branch  hand.  Some  details  of  VF  sharpness, 
others  Fine,  CONNEC  weak  as  usual  from  die  failure; 
usual  defective  planchet,  partly  porous  purplish  brown 
patina.  As  the  overdate  is  completely  clear,  this  remains 
desirable  to  type  collections.  Sharper  than  the  Bryant, 
ANS,  New  Netherlands  51st,  or  Ruby  coins.  Ex  T.  L. 
Craige,  April  1971;  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo) 

($300.-up) 

344*  1787.  Similar,  but  normal  date  and  legends,  obv.  AUC- 

TORI  CONNECT.  M.  15-F.  R-4.  Fine  or  better,  some 
details  suggest  VF;  possibly  this  is  a  VF  coin  weakly 
struck.  Light  and  medium  brown  with  reddish  areas; 
light  mint  clip  above  NE;  date  not  legible.  Dies  ap¬ 
parently  rusted  and  reground  —  a  die  state  we  do  not 
recall  seeing  before.  Usual  quota  of  planchet  defects, 
mostly  on  obv.,  plainest  on  face;  small  obv.  rim  dent. 
Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($150.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

345*  1787.  Another  M.  15-F.  Good  or  better,  some  rev.  details 

VG;  planchet  defect  at  edge  affects  cuirass  and  E  of 
ET;  most  of  AUCTORI  and  IN  off  flan.  (Photo) 

($50.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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THE  EXTREMELY  RARE  CONNECT  WITH  INDL” 

346  1787.  M.  15-S.  Almost  or  quite  R-7.  CONNECT  obv.  as 

on  last  two;  rev.  INDL  ET  LIE  with  the  “Fatal  Break” 
destroying  IB  and  at  least  one  cinquefoil,  as  always. 
Good  to  VG,  dark  green  and  reddish  brown  patina, 
porous  and  partly  rough;  usual  planchet  defects.  Every¬ 
thing  legible  except  obv.  E  (as  always,  because  of  the 
break  —  cf.  lot  99),  and  part  of  final  7  (owing  to  an 
old  scratch);  latitude  and  longitude  lines  and  all  three 
grapevines  are  visible.  Sharper  than  the  Appleton-MHS 
coin  (1970,  lot  138),  the  two  ANS  examples  or  the  two 
Dr.  Hall  coins.  One  of  the  most  famous  of  all  Connec¬ 
ticut  rarities.  Ex  Bowers,  Aug.  1971,  (probably  from 
Norman  Bryant),  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($700.-up) 


ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  KNOWN  M.  41— ii 

347  1787.  Same  mint.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Group  I-A:  large 

letters,  small  dates,  blunt  star  ornaments  only.  M.  41— ii. 
AUCTOPI:  Rev.  ETIIB:  without  final  star;  outlined 
sash-ends.  R-4.  Very  Fine,  light  olive,  a  little  darker 
around  some  letters;  unusually  free  of  defects.  Rev.  die 
failing  around  letters.  Dr.  Hall’s  attribution  before  face. 
One  of  the  finest  known,  not  much  below  lot  115.  Ex 
Dr.  Hall,  Brand,  Bowers,  Aug.  1971  (probably  from 
Norman  Bryant),  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($ — ) 

348*  1787.  Similar  AUCTOPI/ETIIB:  with  final  stars.  M.  42- 

kk.2.  R-3.  Good  to  VG,  a  few  details  more  like  Fine; 
probably  better  than  VG  but  weakly  struck.  Everything 
clear  except  IN.  Slightly  above  average  for  this  type 
coin.  Ex  R.  A.  Vlack,  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($40.-60.) 
*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


349*  1787.  Draped  Busts  continued.  JARVIS  &  CO.  (June  1, 

1787  —  unknown  date  between  Sept.  1788  and  June 
1789).  Division  I,  Group  A:  Crosses  in  legends  on  both 
sides.  M.  18— g.l.  Nearly  or  quite  R— 5.  Lettering  and 
surfaces  (smooth  light  brown)  suggest  Fine  grade,  de¬ 
vices  weak  enough  to  require  Good  to  VG.  Almost  all 
survivors  are  weak  on  devices  (compare  lot  129).  Very 
scarce  and  may  be  full  R-5.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


350¥  1787.  Division  II:  Composite  ornament  after  INDE. 

Group  C:  Large  obv.  fleurons.  M.  34-ff.l.  Rev.  LI  ET- 
LIR:  Obv.  Good,  rev.  nearer  to  VG,  porous  dark 
purplish-red  patina,  devices  lighter  steel.  The  only  obv. 
die  with  large  fleurons,  though  they  are  regularly  part 
of  the  composite  ornament.  (Photo)  ($50.-up) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


351 


352* 


1787.  Group  D:  Two  rev.  crosses.  M.  39.1-H.l  AUCTOBI. 
High  R-6.  Some  rev.  devices  Fine  or  better,  much  of 
obv.  weakly  struck— drapery  not  visible;  lower  part  of 
date  off  flan,  everything  else  clear.  Surfaces  suggest 
Fine,  light  brown  with  red  patina  areas;  trivial  defects 
at  top  obv.,  slight  porosity  on  the  red  areas  of  rev 
but  no  other  defects.  Well  above  average  for  this  very 
rare  type.  Ex  Dick  August,  Nov.  1970,  Alan  Kessler. 

(Photo)  ($200.-300.) 


1787.  Group  F:  Two  scrolls  in  rev.  legend.  M.  37.4—1 
R-2,  (c.f.  lot  152).  Obv.  die  heavily  clash  marl 
(Irom  rev.  k.l)  and  bulged.  Fine,  usual  defective  fl 
parts  of  devices  weakly  struck  suggesting  VG  or  betl 
Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($50.-i 

*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


353* 


1787  M.  39.  l-ff.2.  R-6.  AUCTOBI/ETLIR  with 
fleurons  opening  right;  compare  lot  163.  Legends  a 
date  suggest  a  grade  of  Fine,  surfaces  confirms 
though  peppered  with  minute  planchet  defects,  but 


weakly  struck  on  devices  that  much  of  drapery  and 
hair  cannot  be  made  out.  Acceptable  example  of  this 
great  rarity.  Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($150.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

REMARKABLE  DOUBLE  STRIKE 

354  1787.  M.  37.8-LL.  (Compare  lot  172).  R-5.  Fine  for  coin, 

dark  brown  with  lighter  mottling,  but  a  remarkable 
double  strike.  Two  busts  AU  and  NEC  repeated,  one 
of  the  impressions  about  '/  off  center,  the  other  nor¬ 
mal;  rev.  two  seated  figures,  two  branches,  NDE  ETL 
repeated,  one  date  shows,  the  other  off  flan.  Worth 
nearly  as  much  as  the  double  struck  33.17 — gg.2  else¬ 
where  in  this  group,  and  from  the  same  source. 

(Photo)  ($750.-up) 

355*  1787.  Division  III.  Cinquefoils  only  on  both  sides.  Group 

C:  (Two  cinquefoils  after  INDE:),  subgroup  1:  Hyphen¬ 
ated  ET-LIB:  M.  33.9-S.2.  R-3.  Breaks  through  C 
of  AUCTORI  and  topknot.  Many  details  Fine,  rough; 
extensive  light  old  abrasion  not  disturbing  the  colors, 
which  are  brown  fields  with  highlighted  pale  tan  de¬ 
vices.  A  planchet  defect  perforated  the  coin  at  knee 
and  nose  before  striking  (Photo)  ($50.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

356*  1787  Subgroup  2.  ETLIB:  without  hyphen  but  with  final 

cinquefoil.  M.  33.36-T.2  R-2.  R1  high,  base  of  E 
heavy  and  long,  no  dentils  above  NNE;  skeleton  arm. 
Obv.  heavily  bulged,  clashed  from  left  border,  INDE 
and  part  of  date  of  this  reverse,  and  shattered  near 
AUCT  and  second  cinquefoil.  Many  details  VF,  others, 
Fine,  surfaces  more  like  Fine,  dark  green  and  brown, 
devices  highlighted.  A  good  match  for  the  Miller- 
Ryder,  Boyd,  NN  60th  sale,  Craige  coin,  or  for  that 
in  Merkin’s  Oct.  1973  sale.  (Photo)  ( - ) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  onlv, 

357  1787.  Subgroup  4.  No  final  cinquefoil  after  ETLIB:  M. 

33.7-r.2.  R-l.  Light  crack  through  middle  of  T  nearly 
joining  C-O;  broken  B  over  a  cinquefoil  which  touches 
final  colon.  Better  than  VF,  very  bold,  very  minor 
central  granularity;  no  defect  worth  mention.  At¬ 
tractive  reddish  brown,  devices  highlighted.  Late  die 
state,  many  light  cracks  in  r.  field  on  both  sides.  Ex 
Bowers,  Oct.  1970,  Alan  Kessler;  earlier,  believed  ex 
Norman  Bryant.  (Photo)  ($150.-up) 

SPECTACULAR  RARE  OFF  CENTER  STRIKE 

358  1787.  M.  33.17-gg.2.  (Compare  lot  189).  Some  details 

nearly  Fine,  others  VG;  double  struck,  one  impression 
about  50%  off  center,  the  other  normal  producing  an 
extra  RI:  CONNE  on  obv.,  a  full  clear  sharp  date  at 
very  center  of  reverse.  At  least  three  other  similar 
double  strikes,  from  other  dies,  have  sold  in  the  last 
two  years  at  prices  in  the  high  three  figure  range  or 
higher.  Extremely  rare,  spectacular  (Photo)  ($l,000.-up) 

359  1787.  Subgroup  5.  No  final  cinquefoils  on  either  side. 

M.  31.1— r.4  R— 2,  possibly  low  R— 3.  I  too  low;  wasp— 
waisted  Liberty.  More  or  less  Fine,  soft  strike,  every¬ 
thing  clear;  no  flan  defects;  in  every  way  pleasing  except 
for  traces  of  old  cleaning  (eraser?)  on  obv.  device,  not 
serious.  (Photo)  ($50.-75.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

360  1787.  Another  31.1— r.4.  Bolder  than  last,  some  details 

better  than  Fine;  planchet  defects  affecting  final  7  and 
CON;  many  old  superficial  abrasions,  none  serious. 
Touches  of  rough  green  patina.  (Photo)  ($50.-75.) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


CONNECTICUT  COPPERS 


52 


361*  1787.  Similar.  M.  3 1 .2— r.3 .  R-l.  Early  die  state,  crack  from 

wreath  to  3rd  cinquefoil  only;  ccmpare  lot  198.  VG, 
everything  clear  but  Ms.  L.’s  head  and  adjacent  cin¬ 
quefoil,  ETLIB  weak.  Die  aligned  bookwise  or  180% 
from  normal.  (Photo)  ($75.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

362*  1787.  Subgroup  6.  As  last  but  ETLIB:  M.  31.1-gg.l.  Al¬ 

most  or  quite  R-4.  Crack,  D  to  branch;  heavy  break  to 
cinquefoil  nearest  pole  hand;  advanced  die  failures  at 
E:  and  branch,  and  on  obv.  Surfaces  suggest  a  grade 
close  to  VF,  details  weakly  struck  suggesting  Fine; 
base  of  date  off  flan,  everything  else  clear;  attractive 
warm  light  brown,  devices  highlighted.  Far  above 
average.  Ex  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($150. -up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

363*  1787.  Group  D:  Three  cinquefoils  after  INDE:  Subgroup  4. 

Only  Last  Rev.  Cinquefoil  Missing.  M.  33.3-W.l.  R-4. 
First  N  double  punched;  cf.  lot  209.  Some  details  bet¬ 
ter  than  Fine,  others  weaker;  usual  flan  defects.  Cover- 
ered  with  a  uniformly  rough  dark  brown  patina.  Ex 
Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($100.-140.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

364  1787.  Subgroup  6.  No  cinquefoil  before  ETLIB:  M.  33.6— 

KK.  R-3.  “Shifted”  die  with  three  ribbon  ends,  doubled 
armor  and  drapery  details,  etc.;  cf.  lot  216.  Better  than 
Very  Fine  and  bold  except  at  part  of  head  and  skirt; 
granularity  in  these  two  weak  areas  only,  elsewhere 
faintly  lustrous  light  brown  with  darker  flecks.  Un¬ 
usually  pleasing  example  of  this  naked-eye  type  coin. 
Ex  Bowers,  Oct.  1970,  Alan  Kessler;  earlier,  believed 
ex  Norman  Bryant.  (Photo)  ($150.-up) 

365*  1787.  Standard  legend  from  now  on.  Subgroup  9  ET  over 

FT.  M.  33.23-Z.4.  Almost  or  quite  R-4.  Compare 
lot  225.  VG,  rough  brownish  red  field  patina,  devices 
and  letters  light  tan,  some  old  obv.  abrasions  not  dis¬ 
turbing  color;  lower  half  of  date  off  flan,  everything 
else  clear.  (Photo)  ($40.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

366*  1787.  Subgroup  10.  INDE  over  INDN.  M.  33.19-Z.l,  the 

only  common  variety  with  this  reverse;  cf.  lot  228. 
Surfaces  and  some  details  better  than  VF;  lustrous  light 
brown,  others  (mostly  in  ceners)  weaker  wih  granul¬ 
arity.  Planchet  crack  at  lower  obv.  A  true  type  coin,  like 
the  overdates.  Ex  Bowers,  Aug.  1971,  Alan  Kessler; 
earlier  believed  ex  Norman  Bryant.  (Photo)  ($75.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN  M.  33.10.Z.7 

367  1787.  Subgroup  17.  EC  over  FC,  no  other  corrections.  M. 

33.10-Z.7.  High  R-6,  possibly  R-7.  AU-0  far  below 
CT-R1.  Cf.  lot  254.  Fine  obv.  weak  from  massive  die 
failures,  rev.  sharp.  Rim  dent  below  date,  no  other 
blemish  worth  mention;  everything  plain  except  first 
cinquefoil  and  parts  of  drapery  and  armor.  Char¬ 
coal  brown  fields,  light  tan  devices  and  letters, 
smooth  surfaces.  Second  finest  we  have  seen,  second  to 
the  Stepney  Hoard-Craige-Bowers  coin.  Called  the 
“measles”  variety  by  Kessler  because  two  central  curl 
ends  form  large  round  raised  dots.  Ex  Alan  Kessler 
coll.  (Photo)  ($200.— up) 

RARE  1787  —  M.  33.21-Z.13 

368  1787.  Subgroup  19.  Correct  legends.  M.  33.21-Z.13.  High 

R-7.  Drapery  coarsely  reworked,  lower  contour  of 
armor  round,  O  of  CONNEC  double  punched;  breaks 
at  EC  to  drapery,  second  O  to  hair,  though  without  the 


later  breaks  of  lot  264.  Owning  to  die  failure  at  armor, 
the  cinquefoils  after  INDE:  are  not  visible,  nor  is  A 
on  obv.  Aside  from  these,  some  details  suggest  Fine, 
remainder  VG,  surfaces  with  very  light  uniform  rough¬ 
ness  but  not  serious  defect.  About  7  or  8  known  today, 
of  which  not  even  one  will  grade  full  VF  except  the 
piece  in  this  offering,  most  being  more  worn  than  the 
present  specimen  of  this  legendary  rarity.  Ex  Alan  Kes¬ 
sler  collection,  obtained  in  January  1968.  (Photo) 

($400.-up) 

369  1787.  M.  33.1-Z.  13.  High  R-5;  compare  lot  266,  in  a 

similar  buckled  and  shattered  die  state.  Some  few  de¬ 
tails  suggest  Fine,  others  more  like  VG  plus.  Centers 
granular  but  with  fewer  than  usual  planchet  defects. 
Dark  steel  fields,  light  tan  devices,  mostly  pleasing  sur¬ 
faces.  As  only  one  fully  VF  example  is  reported,  this 
is  important  and  may  reach  the  Condition  Census. 

(Photo)  ($100.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

370"  1787.  M.  33.2-Z.12.  R-L  Perfect  obv.,  faint  crack  through 

ETLIB:  only  (contrast  lot  268).  Legends  and  surfaces 
suggest  better  than  VG  or  close  to  Fine,  devices  weakly 
struck  suggesting  Good;  smooth  light  brown.  (Photo) 

($75.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

RARE  OFF  CENTER  M.  33.2-Z.5 

371  1787.  M.  33.2-Z.5.  R-l.  The  familiar  variety  with  straight 

break  from  D  to  waist  and  pole.  Various  details  suggest 
grades  from  VG  to  better  than  Fine  (lettering  especially 
sharp),  but  devices  are  weakly  struck.  Off  center  about 
Vs,  affecting  final  C:  and  cinquefoil  obv.,  upper  cinque¬ 
foils  and  ETLI  on  rev.;  usual  minor  planchet  defects. 
Rare  in  mint  error  form.  Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo) 

($125.-175.) 

372*  1787.  Group  F.  Period  Stops.  Subgroup  1:  CONNFC.  M. 

43.1-Y.  The  normally  seen  CONNFC.  with  dashes 
between  upper  cinquefoils.  Letters  and  many  device 
details  better  than  VF  sharpness,  others  more  like  Fine; 
light  brown  and  medium  steel  with  other  interesting 
mottlings,  usual  partly  granular  planchet  with  the 
usual  defects.  About  1/9  off  center,  borders  broad  at 
left,  no  letters  affected  except  tops  of  ET.  Ex  Bowers, 
Aug.  1971,  Alan  Kessler;  earlier,  believed  ex  Norman 
Bryant.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

373*  1787.  Subgroup  2:  Normal  legend.  M.  32.3-X.4.  R-l. 

(compare  lot  277).  VG,  everything  clear,  light  brown, 
minor  planchet  defects,  no  notable  nicks  or  dents, 
evenly  worn.  (Photo)  ($50.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

374*  1787.  Similar  M.  32.2-X.l.  R-l.  As  lot  280,  but  without 

the  crack  from  topknot.  Letters  and  some  relief  details 
VF,  other  details  weaker  as  struck,  surfaces  of  Fine  to 
VF  quality  with  many  lamination  defects,  a  little  rough¬ 
ness  and  few  light  nicks.  Common  enough  in  low 
grades,  but  very  difficult  to  locate  above  Fine,  the 
only  comparable  one  seen  in  years  (aside  from  that 
in  this  Sale)  being  lot  70,  Stack’s  sale,  Dec.  1971, 
long  before  the  current  market.  Ex  Dick  August,  Oct. 
1973.  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

375"  1787.  Another.  M.  32.2-X.l,  this  VG  with  bold  legends, 

dark  brown  fields  with  devices  highlighted,  everything 
clear  except  last  7,  part  of  date  and  tops  of  CONN 
off  flan.  (Photo)  ($50,-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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376"  1787.  Subgroup  3.  FNDE  with  small  letters.  M.  32.5-aa. 

R-4.  VG,  all  letters  and  numerals  clear;  usual  heavy 
planchet  defects,  some  old  central  abrasions  not  dis¬ 
turbing  the  colors.  Scarce  and  interesting  type  coin; 
see  the  discussion  of  its  origin  in  lot  285.  (Photo) 

($50. — up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1788 

MAILED  BUST  RIGHT 
MACHIN’S  MILLS,  NEWBURGH,  N.  Y. 

377  1788.  Group  B:  Cinquefoils.  M.  3-B.l.  R-6.  (Compare  lot 

288).  Fine  for  the  coin,  obviously  overstruck  on  a  1785 
NOVA  CONSTELLATIO,  apparently  Crosby  4-D; 
some  shallow  pit-like  planchet  defects  on  either  side, 
none  serious.  Very  rare  and  popular.  (Photo)  ($350.-up) 

378  1788.  Another.  M.  3-B.l.  Quatrefoil  before  A,  close  date. 

What  can  be  made  out  at  all  is  VG,  but  patches  of 
rough  dark  red  and  charcoal  patina  final  C  and  LIB 
and  parts  of  a  few  other  letters.  Very  rare  in  any  grade, 
usually  found  more  worn.  Ex  R.  A.  Vlack,  Alan  Kessler 
coll.  (Photo)  ($150.-up) 

379  1788.  Similar.  M.  5-B.2.  Nearly  or  quite  R-7.  Quatrefoil 

follows  legend  both  sides;  wide  date.  VG  or  better,  a 
few  details  nearer  to  Fine;  usual  uneven  strike,  every¬ 
thing  legible,  CONNEC  not  as  strong  as  remainder. 
Fields  dark  brown,  devices  highlighted;  no  notable 
nicks  or  scratches;  one  tiny  planchet  defect.  Not  over¬ 
struck  on  anything  which  is  very  unusual  for  this  variety 
(they  almost  always  come  struck  over  NOVA  CON¬ 
STELLATIO  coppers).  Far  above  average,  generally 
found  Good.  Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

) 

380  1788.  Similar  but  cinquefoil  only  on  obv.,  rev.  ET*LIB"  r. 

of  head.  M.4.1— K.  R— 6.  Some  details  of  almost  Very 
Fine  sharpness,  others  and  part  of  legend  and  date 
weakly  struck;  everything  legible  though  part  of  AUCT 
and  tops  of  ETLI  are  off  flan;  dark,  uniformly  porous 
and  slightly  rough,  few  old  pin  scratches  not  disturbing 
colors.  Very  rare,  seldom  seen  above  Good;  compare 
lot  291.  Ex  T.  L.  Craige,  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo) 

($250.-up) 

3S1  1788.  Same  obv.,  heavily  reground,  rev.  as  three  lots 

earlier.  M.  4.1-B.l.  Nearly  or  quite  R-7.  Obv.  with 
severe  double  clash  marks  from  this  reverse,  rev. 
heavily  broken.  Surfaces  and  some  details  Very  Fine, 
others  Fine  or  better;  light  brown  and  steel,  one  ancient 
pin  scratch,  rev.  much  stronger  than  obv.  as  struck 
Overstruck  on  a  1785  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  as 
usual  (Crosby  5-E).  The  weakness  at  AUCTORI 
(looking  like  AUCIORI)  is  from  the  severe  die  clash 
marks.  Very  unusual,  and  the  early  deterioration  of 
these  dies  doubtless  accounts  for  their  prompt  discard 
and  consequent  rarity.  Nearly  in  a  class  with  lot  292; 
far,  far  finer  than  the  Appleton-MHS-Craige  coin,  VG, 
which  managed  to  bring  $65  on  that  depressed  market. 
Ex  Vlack,  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($150.-up) 

THE  EXCEEDINGLY  RARE  MILLER  4.2-R 

382  1788.  M.  4.2-R.  High  R-7.  Similar  obv.,  second  star  away 

trom  wreath.  Rev.  immediately  identifiable  in  this 
group  by  Ms.  Liberty’s  wheat  ear;  I  of  LIB  swollen  by 
die  break.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has  some  details  VG, 
others  much  weaker  owing  to  advanced  die  failures— 
central  buckling  on  both  sides,  beginning  of  rev.  bi¬ 
secting  break  from  rim  right  of  date  to  center.  All 
inscriptions  legible  except  I  on  obv.  and  upper  stars  on 


rev.,  though  much  of  AUCTORI  is  weak.  Exceedingly 
rare,  one  of  five  in  collector’s  hands  (compare  lot  293). 
Overstruck  on  a  1785  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO, 
variety  uncertain,  possibly  Crosby  5-E,  like  the  other 
known  specimens.  Ex  Bowers.  (Photo)  ($250.-350.) 

383  1788.  Group  C.  Medium  head,  rev.  cinquefoils.  M.  6-H. 

R-7.  Pouting,  boyish  head,  three  stars.  Rev.  Jarvis 
Mint  type,  five  cinquefoils.  Very  Good  or  better,  dark 
gray,  porous  and  with  light  pitting;  some  head  details 
obscured  by  severe  die  failure  as  on  most  survivors; 
heavily  clashed  from  this  reverse  (note  full  date  and 
base  line  at  "CO),  also  as  usual.  Clashing,  from  LIB 
obscures  part  of  NEC  (and  has  weakened  parts  of 
ETLIB),  otherwise  legends  complete.  A  most  accept¬ 
able  specimen  of  this  great  and  seldom  seen  rarity;  one 
of  about  7  or  8  in  private  hands,  mostly  in  low  grades. 
Ex  Alan  Kessler  coll.  (Photo)  ($200.-up) 

384"  1788.  Group  D.  Medium  Head,  5-pointed  stars.  M.  2-D, 

the  only  variety  with  5-pointed  stars.  R-l.  Fine  to  VF, 
dark  green,  devices  highlighted;  bold  except  at  part  of 
ORI,  central  drapery  and  grapevines.  Early  die  state, 
crack  on  temple  but  none  of  the  later  breaks.  Ex  Alan 
Kessler.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

385"  1788.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  Large  letters,  CONNLC.  M.  13- 

Al.  R-6.  Basically  VG,  red  patina,  devices  highlighted 
in  pale  steel,  everything  legible  except  upper  rev.  cin¬ 
quefoils,  parts  of  armor  and  drapery  weak.  Type  coin: 
the  only  CONNLC  with  mailed  bust.  Ex  Alan  Kessler. 

(Photo)  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

386  1788.  Group  B.  Buel  type,  6-pointed  stars.  M.  11-G.  R-3. 

No  star  after  AUCTORI;  none  just  r.  of  Ms.  Liberty’s 
head.  Some  details  Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck;  tops 
of  E  ET  off  flan,  everything  else  plain  except  parts  of 
gown  and  grapevines.  Light  mint  clip  above  OR. 
Medium  steel,  minutely  granular.  Far  above  average; 
one  for  type  collectors.  Ex  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo) 

($50.-up) 

387  1788.  Similar.  M.  10-C.  Almost  R-7.  Heavy  bar  in  breast¬ 

plate,  no  star  before  AUCTORI,  behind  head  or  before 
LIB.  Good  to  VG,  though  some  drapery  lines  and 
latitude  and  longitude  lines  show;  dark  irregular  patina 
obscuring  parts  of  AUCTORI  but  everything  else  shows 
including  date.  Overstruck  on  a  1785  NOVA  CON¬ 
STELLATIO,  apparently  the  rare  Crosby  2-A,  the 
closely  spaced  NOVA  visible  below  shoulder.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare  and  desirable.  (Photo)  ($I00.-up) 

388  1788.  Similar.  M.  12.1-E.  R-4.  Four  obv.  stars;  quatrefoil 

after  LIB.  Few  details  nearly  Fine,  the  rest  very  weakly 
struck.  Scarce  combination  of  old  worn,  buckled,  rusted 
and  broken  dies,  struck  after  M.  9— E,  the  weaknesses 
— most  severe  at  armor,  top  of  head,  and  upper  rev. — 
obviously  from  die  failure;  all  globe  lines  and  grape¬ 
vines  clear,  making  understandable  former  owner’s 
calling  this  "VF  but  very  weakly  struck.”  Light  and 
dark  brown.  Ex  Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

389"  1788.  Group  C.  Atlee  obv.,  somewhat  similar  to  1787  obv. 

13.  M.  9-E.  R-6.  Some  details  Fine,  others  weaker; 
light  brown,  planchet  with  many  defects  and  a  few  pin 
scratches.  Tops  of  CO  and  lower  half  of  date  off  flan, 
everything  else  clear  including  globe  lines  and  grape¬ 
vines,  though  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  is  weak;  upper  part  of 
Mr.  Connecticut’s  head  is  obscured  by  massive  die 
failure  as  usual,  associated  with  double  clash  marks 
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including  two  full  dates  (cf.  lot  303).  A  very  difficult 
variety,  seldom  seen  above  Good.  Ex  Alan  Kessler. 

(Photo)  ($125.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

390*  1788.  Group  D.  Left  over  1787  obverses.  M.  7-E.  High 

R-6.  Obv.  1787  1  1.1,  severly  cracked  and  rusted;  4 
blunt  stars,  large  letters,  R  made  from  a  P,  rev.  as 
preceding  but  in  a  much  later  state;  cf.  lot  304.  Good 
or  better,  probably  much  less  worn  but  weakly  struck 
as  often;  all  letters  readable  as  are  date,  grapevines, 
globe  lines,  etc.,  though  tops  of  obv.  letters  are  weak. 
Dark  brown  fields,  light  tan  devices  and  letters.  One 
of  the  more  difficult  varieties  of  the  type.  Ex  Alan 
Kessler.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

391*  1788.  Draped  Bust  Left.  M.  14.2-A.2.  R-6.  Compare  lot 

309.  Good,  weakly  struck  about  1/5  off  center  in  K-8, 
AUCTORI,  LIB  and  88  off  flan.  Very  rare  and  actu¬ 
ally  at  least  average  grade.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

392*  1788.  Similar,  period  after  C.  M.  15.1-L.l.  Nearly  or 

quite  R-6.  Fine  or  better,  some  details  VF,  porous  and 
with  patches  of  rough  patina,  date  weak;  about  1/10 
off  center  in  K-2,  but  not  cutting  off  any  letters  or 
other  details  except  part  of  date.  Not  much  below  the 
quality  of  lot  310.  Very  far  above  average.  Ex  Alan 
Kessler.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

393*  1788.  M.  16.1-D.  R-3.  Some  details  Fine  or  better,  others 

weaker;  light  to  medium  steel,  almost  free  of  defects. 
Usual  weak  uneven  strike  from  shattered  rev.  die  (cf. 
lot  312).  Interesting  muling  of  an  old  Jarvis  &  Co.  die 
(1787  obv.  32.9)  with  a  far-gone  Atlce  rev.  earlier  seen 
with  a  GEORGIVS  III  REX  obv.  (Vlack  16)  and  with 
1788  obv.  2  above.  Ex  Dick  August,  Alan  Kessler. 

(Photo)  ($75.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

394*  1788.  Similar  but  both  dies  of  normal  type  1.  M.  16.1-H. 

R3-.  Most  details  Very  Fine,  a  few  sharper,  a  few 
others  weaker;  mottled  to  various  shades  of  brown;  few 
of  the  usual  defects;  no  nicks,  dents  or  scratches.  Part 
of  date  off  flan.  Somewhat  earlier  state  than  lot  313, 
though  with  some  of  the  same  cracks.  Nearly  equal  to 
the  last  mentioned;  finer  than  the  “EF”  in  the  Bower’s 
April  1972  list  in  three  figures.  Ex  Alan  Kessler. 

(Photo)  ($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

395*  1788.  Similar,  M.  16.3-N,  the  distinctive  variety  with  IN 

DE  and  178  8.  R-3.  Some  details  VF,  some  Fine,  others 
weaker;  evidently  buried  long  ago,  now  dark  and  with 
patches  of  rough  patina  here  and  there.  Upper  cinque¬ 
foils  and  parts  of  both  rev.  E’s  off  flan,  everything  else 
clear  except  the  details  affected  by  the  patina.  (Photo) 

($100.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

396*  1788.  Another  M.  16.3-N.  Fine,  glossy  though  somewhat 

porous  medium  steel,  everything  clear  except  top  of  U 
which  is  affected  by  one  of  the  usual  planchet  defects, 
none  of  them  really  serious.  Ex  Dick  August,  Alan 
Kessler.  (Photo)  ($75.-up) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

397*  1788.  M.  16.4-L.2.  R-6.  With  the  rare  unlisted  break  from 

rim  to  L  to  upper  ribbon  end  and  drapery,  as  in  lot 
319.  Some  few  details  better  than  Fine,  (some  letters, 
topknot,  shield  grapevines,  etc.),  others  weaker  suggest¬ 
ing  Good  or  About  VG;  porous,  about  1/8  off  center 


it*  K— 8,  rendering  CONNEC  and  INDE  E  and  much 
of  date  off  flan,  somewhat  like  the  14.2A.2  above  E.x 
Alan  Kessler.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

EXCEPTIONAL  COLLECTION  OF  VERMONT  COPPERS 

Coins  of  the  Republic  of  Vermont  have  long  been  popular 
though  usually  seen  only  in  low  grades.  Top  quality  coppers  of 
this  series  have  always  been  in  demand  and  of  late  have  com¬ 
manded  prices  many  times  their  former  listings.  Only  in  recent 
years  has  a  reasonably  complete  roster  of  the  varieties  of  this 
issue  been  known  (thought  not  yet  described  in  print),  some  of 
the  rarer  ones  being  discovered  only  during  the  1950’s.  In  the 
collection  to  follow,  we  use  the  following  references 

BB  =  Breen-Bressett.  A  set  of  photographic  plates,  issued  a- 
bout  1957  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  using  a  numbering 
system  devised  by  Walter  Breen.  Nos.  1  through  24  were 
issued  by  the  legal  Rupert  Mint  under  Reuben  Harmon, 
Col.  William  Colely  and  William  Buel;  nos.  101-112 
were  issued  by  Machin’s  Mill,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.;  other 
varieties  are  known  today. 

RR  =  Ryder-Richardson.  John  M.  Richardson,  “The  Copper 
Coins  of  Vermont,”  Numismatist  reprint,  1947,  using 
the  old  Ryder  numbering  system  first  published  by 
Hillyer  Ryder  in  The  State  Coinages  of  New  England 
(American  Numismatic  Society,  NY,  1920.  Nos.  33  and 
latter  were  unknown  to  Ryder,  being  added  by  Richard¬ 
son;  Nos.  36  and  later  were  unknown  to  Richardson, 
being  added  in  the  1950’s  by  various  researchers. 

C  =  Crosby,  Early  Coins  of  America,  pp.  180-192. 

Taxay  =  Don  Taxay,  Scott's  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and 
Encyclopedia  of  U.  S.  Coins,  1971. 

Vlack  =  Robert  A.  Vlack,  Early  American  Coins,  var.  ed. 

On  June  15,  1785,  the  Vermont  legislature  granted  Reuben 
Harmon,  Jr.,  an  exclusive  franchise  to  make  coppers  for  two  years. 
Harmon  set  up  his  mint  in  Rupert,  and  hired  the  New  York  gold¬ 
smith  Col.  William  Coley  (or  Cooley — both  spellings  recurr)  to 
make  dies.  The  design  is  thought  to  be  Coley’s;  Sun  rising  over 
the  Green  Mountains,  a  plough  below  (the  name  Vermont  means 
“Green  Mountains”).  The  Rising  Sun  motif  is  probably  derived 
from  Paul  Revere’s  device  on  the  familiar  Massachusetts  notes  of 
1779  (payable  in  1782),  both  alluding  to  the  hoped-for  fortune 
of  the  colonies  and  the  United  States.  One  reverse,  the  13  stars 
within  rays  allude  to  the  then  common  1783  and  1785  Blunt  Rays 
varieties  of  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  coppers,  suggesting  not 
only  that  these  were  to  pass  at  the  same  value,  but  given  an  added 
dimension  by  the  inscriptions  VERMONTS  RES  PUBLICA — - 
QUARTA  DECIMA  STELLA,  “The  Republic  of  Vermont  is  the 
14th  Star  of  the  New  Constellation,”  referring  to  Vermont’s  wish 
to  become  the  14th  state  of  he  Union,  which  she  did  in  1791. 

The  coins  were  supposed  to  weigh  160  grains  apiece.  Though  a 
Ryder  3  exists  at  184  grains,  other  plough  type  coppers  are  gen¬ 
erally  much  lighter  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  coinage  (author¬ 
ized  to  begin  July  1)  actually  was  issued  at  the  heavy  weight.  In¬ 
stead,  on  Oct.  27  the  legislature  authorized  issue  at  111  grains 
apiece,  and  coinage  began  from  the  two  VERMONT  dies  and 
the  single  VERMONTIS  (BB  1-3,  RR  2-4).  In  1786  Coley  cut  the 
three  VERMONTENSIUM  dies,  revs,  with  pointed  rays,  (BB  4-6, 
RR  6-8).  Troubled  by  nonacceptance  of  the  coins,  possibly  because 
of  their  unfamiliar  design,  Harmon  petitioned  the  legislature  for 
extension  of  his  franchise  on  more  favorable  terms.  Oct.  23.  The 
next  day  this  was  granted,  the  authorizing  act  changing  the  design 
to  one  copying  the  then  common  Connecticut  coppers,  both  of 
course  imitating  counterfeit  British  half-pence;  Harmon’s  franchise 
was  to  be  duty-free  for  three  years.  Coley  then  cut  the  “baby 
head”  die  (BB  7  =  RR  9),  copying  the  Rahway  Mint  imitation 
Connecticut  copper  Miller  3-D.l,  using  some  of  the  same  letter 
punches  earlier  found  on  the  VERMONTENSIUM  coins. 

Some  time  during  late  fall  or  early  winter  1786,  Abel  Bud's 
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son  William  fled  to  Vermont  to  escape  hostile  Indians,  bringing 
with  him  a  pair  of  hubs  by  his  father.  These  were  long  supposed 
lo  be  the  worn-out  complete  hubs  for  1786  mailed  bust  left  Con- 
necticuts,  but  in  actuality  they  were  close  copies,  containing  no 
letters  or  dates,  and  the  shield  bears  a  garb  or  wheat-sheaf  allud¬ 
ing  to  the  Vermont  arms.  The  varieties  BB  8-10  (RR  10,  II,  15) 
were  made  from  dies  from  these  hubs,  but  all  the  dies  promptly 
broke,  local  copper  was  poor  in  quality,  local  iron  was  worse.  The 
quality  of  local  copper  accounts  for  the  severe  planchet  defects  on 
all  specimens. 

Feb.  16,  1787.  Coley,  disappointed  in  the  receipts,  joined 
Daniel  Van  Voorhis  (later  of  Machin’s  Mills)  to  petition  the  NY 
Assembly  for  a  coining  franchise  (Newman,  in  ANS  Centennial 
Volume,  1958,  p.  536)  Van  Voorhis  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
initial  contact  with  the  Machin's  Mill  people. 

In  desparate  need  for  dies,  Reuben  Harmon  was  receptive  to 
approaches  from  the  newly  formed  (April  18,  1787)  Machin’s  Mill 
partnership  and  on  June  7,  1787  he  signed  a  contract  with  the 
latter,  giving  them  60%  of  the  Vermont  receipts  for  40%  of 
profits  of  other  Machin's  operations;  from  then  on,  all  Vermont 
dies  would  be  made  by  James  F.  Atlee.  Into  early  1788  or  later, 
the  varieties  BB  12-15  =  RR  14,  12,  32  and  34  represented  the 
output  of  the  combined  enterprise  for  Vermont.  Some  of  these 
were  overstruck  on  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  coppers,  evidently 
after  June  1787,  as  in  the  latter  month  the  market  value  of  those 
coppers  collapsed  and  representatives  of  both  mints  bought  quanti¬ 
ties  of  them  to  use  as  planchets. 

The  other  1787  variety  attributed  to  Vermont,  the  BRITAN¬ 
NIA,  is  an  obvious  Machin’s  Mill  product  of  later  date,  possibly 
1788,  using  a  worn-out  (and  banged-up)  die  earlier  found  on 
Machin’s  Mill  imitation  half  pennies  of  George  II,  Vlack  types 
13  and  14. 

Claims  that  FUGIO  cents  were  made  at  Rupert  have  not  been 
verifiable  (e.g.  Vlack,  op.  cit,  45)  and  in  view  of  the  activities  of 


Jarvis  &  Co.,  described  earlier  in  this  catalogue,  they  appear 
extremely  unlikely. 

During  1788-9,  the  Rupert  Mint  issued  the  varieties  known  as 
BB  15-24,  and  others  =  RR  19,  20,  “37”,  “38”,  23,  “36”,  22,  21, 
17,  16,  25  and  possibly  the  earliest  states  of  24,  in  that  order.  As 
a  local  justice  of  the  peace  and  Assemblyman,  Reuben  Harmon, 
Jr.,  mintmaster,  was  so  much  in  the  public  eye  that  he  did  not 
dare  issue  any  unauthorized  coins,  though  of  course  he  could  not 
prevent  his  tricky  associates  in  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  from  issuing  Ver¬ 
mont  coppers  on  their  own.  The  above  varieties  like  the  1787 
bust  right  coins,  have  what  is  called  the  “Standard  Vermont 
Head,”  from  a  hub  made  by  James  F.  Atlee  in  1787  at  New¬ 
burgh,  and  reverses  from  Atlee’s  device  punches  showing  the 
British  Union  Jack  (originally  for  use  on  imitation  British  half¬ 
pence),  simplified  my  omitting  the  third  cross  from  the  shield. 
(Newman  op  cit).  As  Vermont  coppers  seldom  circulated  outside 
the  state,  though  extensively  within  it,  presumably  the  Newburgh 
coiners  60%  cut  came  in  the  form  of  Spanish  or  Mexican  dollars, 
whereas  Harmon’s  40%  is  likely  to  have  consisted  of  coppers. 
Unsurprisingly,  the  Vermont  franchise  was  a  dismal  failure.  Har¬ 
mon  abandoned  it  in  1790,  leaving  then  for  the  “New  Connecti¬ 
cut”  or  Western  Reserve  area  in  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1806,  age 
50,  as  a  salt  maker. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Machin’s  Mill  people  continued  to  issue 
ermont  coppers,  using  the  same  device  punches,  to  simulate 
egal  issues.  There  were  two  other  varieties  not  from  these  device 
punches  (RR  27  and  13,  the  latter  the  BRITANNIA  above  men¬ 
tioned),  the  remaining  “Standard  Head”  coins,  BB  103-112  in 

RR Y1  'An'  33’  28,  29,  21  (obv-  readin8  GEORGIVs’  III 

KEX)  24  ad  25  latest  die  states  (after  the  dies  had  been  recovered 
from  the  abandoned  Rupert  Mint),  30  (the  Inverted  C,  a  rejected 
obverse),  1  (the  IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  mule,  explained  below) 

re"v  of0RRCoC,Ut  V  5  V88’  muling  the  worn-°ut  and  bll'eed 
M-ii  i  i  c  and  the  a  most  equally  dilapidated  obv.  of  1787 

bultti!  of,Connecti^t.  The  RR  1  was  for  long  and  enigma, 
known  t0  be  the  result  of  muling  a  rejected  obverse 

Jersey  bv°W  1M,MUNE  COLUMBIA  die  brought  over  to  New 
Jersey  by  Wyons  pupil  Walter  Mould,  never  used  by  him  on 


Jersey  coppers,  but  recovered  from  his  Morristown  Mint  equip¬ 
ment  when  the  Machin’s  Mill  people  bought  it  out,  about  August 
1788,  which  purchase  enabled  Mould  to  flee  the  state  to  avoid 
debtor’s  prison.  These  last  few  varieties — along  with  the  similar 
GEORGIVS  III  REX/IMMUNE  muling,  and  the  Jersey  reject 
Maris  69-w — all  come  on  rude  narrow  clumpy  planchets,  and 
were  presumably  among  the  last  produtions  of  the  Newburgh 
enterprise,  hasty  combination  of  any  dies  thought  even  briefly 
usable;  all  are  very  rare.  It  is  possible  that  the  RR  25’s  overstruck 
on  Irish  halfpence  of  1781-82  belong  to  the  same  period  as  the 
RR  18,  35,  33,  28  (and  the  earliest  29’s)  which  always  come  over¬ 
struck  on  those  same  halfpence;  the  order  of  the  other  varieties 
above  named  is  established  by  die  break  progressions  unknown  to 
Richardson. 

In  1789  and  1790  the  value  of  coppers  continued  to  sag,  col¬ 
lapsing  altogether  in  May  1790,  when  coppers  were  indiscrimin¬ 
ately  quoted  at  60  to  the  shilling  or  J4  their  earlier  level.  The 
various  state  governments  hastily  repealed  their  former  acts  in 
order  not  to  find  their  treasuries  full  of  non-negotible  copper  used 
in  tax  payments.  By  now  all  the  franchised  coiners  had  either  de¬ 
camped  to  avoid  debtor’s  prison  or  escaped  suspecting  a  similar 
fate,  and  the  epoch  of  state  coppers  was  at  an  end,  with  nothing 
to  serve  for  small  change  but  nasty  little  pieces  of  paper  and 
equally  nasty  bogus  British  and  Irish  coppers — until  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  years  later  managed  to  produce  enough  cents  to  ease 
the  situation  somewhat. 

Vermont  coppers,  being  lightweight  compared  to  Connecticuts 
and  Jersey,  circulated  only  rarely  outside  the  state  though  ex¬ 
tensively  within  it.  Consequently,  survivors  are  mostly  well  worn, 
some  varieties  being  all  but  unknown  above  Very  Good.  At  all 
grade  levels  they  are  rarer  than  other  state  coppers.  On  the 
Sheldon  scale,  a  Vermont  rated  as  Rarity  4  will  be  many  times 
rarer  in  VF  or  EF  than  a  R-4  copper  of  New  Jersey,  Connecticut 
or  Massachusetts.  The  present  collection  contains  a  number  of 
outstanding  condition  examples,  and  auction  records  for  those 
varieties  in  this  condition  are  mostly  nonexistent  even  back  to  the 
1860’s.  In  all  descriptions  to  follow,  a  certain  number  of  planchet 
defects  per  coin — more  than  in  Connecticut  coppers — must  be 
accepted  as  normal;  a  Vermont  copper,  even  Good  or  VG,  totally 
free  of  such  defects  is  automatically  a  rarity.  It  is  with  the 
utmost  pride  that  we  present  the  following  extraordinary  collec- 
ion, 

RUPERT  MINT 
Plough  Design.  1785  Issues 
(Oct.  27,  1785— early  1786?) 

398  1785.  VERMONTS.  Ray  points  directly  at  period.  Breen- 

Bressett  1,  Ryder-Richardson  2,  Crosby  p.  180  first 
variety,  Taxay  132.  Rarity  4.  Surfaces  and  a  few  de¬ 
tails  VF,  light  olive  exceptionally  smooth  and  free  of 
defects — extremely  unusual  for  a  Vermont  copper. 

Other  details  rather  weakly  struck  up,  suggesting  a 
lower  grade;  upper  half  of  PUBLICA  and  STELLA  Q 
and  lower  half  of  date  off  flan.  However,  all  details  of 
plough  and  all  8  trees  and  all  13  stars  and  26  double 
rays  (copying  the  Blunt  Rays  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO 
variety)  are  plain.  Early  die  state,  no  trace  of  crack. 
Finer  than  the  ANS  coin  pictured  in  Richardson,  or 
most  RR  2’s  auctioned  in  many  years.  (Photo) 

($700.-800.) 

399  1785.  Another.  BB-1  =  RR-2.  Some  details  more  or  less 

Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck,  VERMO  very  weak, 
PUBLICA  and  STELLA  half  off  flan,  ECIMA  weakly 
struck  opposite  to  VERMO  and  for  the  same  reason — 
planchet  thinner  than  usual  there.  Dark  brown  fields, 
devices  and  letters  light  tan,  rather  fewer  defects  than 
usual,  no  nicks  or  scratches.  Well  above  average. 

($275.-375.) 
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400  1785.  A  third.  BB-1  =  RR-2.  Good/VG  rough  red 

patina,  usual  uneven  strike  with  NTS  R  and  RTA  DE 
too  weakly  struck  to  show;  some  Green  Mountain  boy 
pin-scratched  NT1  where  NTS  should  have  been.  Per¬ 
fect  dies.  Fewer  defects  than  usual.  (Photo)  ($175.-up) 

RARE  DIE  STATE 

401  1785.  Another.  BB-1  =  RR-2,  this  from  the  rare  die  state 

with  break  from  8  to  plow.  Nearer  to  VF  than  to  Fine, 

really  VF  with  centers  not  as  well  up  as  remainder; 
everything  on  flan,  all  letters  bold  except  O  (obv.)  and 
first  E  (rev.);  pleasing  light  brown,  almost  free  of  de¬ 
fects.  Similar  in  quality  to  the  Appleton-MHS  coin 
(Stack’s  Oct.  1970).  the  obv.  not  quite  as  strong  on 
plow,  the  rev.  sharper  and  with  more  border  visible. 
This  crowds  the  Condition  Census,  and  may  belong  in 
it.  Four  figures  for  this  piece  seems  if  anything  con¬ 
servative  today.  (Photo)  ($l,000.-up) 

PLOUGH  DESIGN 
1786  VERMONTENSIUM  ISSUES 
(Through  Oct.  23,  1786) 

402  1786.  Seven  trees;  U  first  punched  far  too  low  than  cor¬ 

rected;  no  obv.  break.  BB-44,  RR-6,  C.  p.  181  first 
variety.  R-4.  Some  details  a  little  above  VF,  others  a 
little  below;  dark  brown,  devices  highlighted  in  pale 
steel;  some  light  granularity  and  a  very  little  local 
porosity,  but  nearly  free  of  planchet  defects.  Two  in¬ 
significant  old  rim  dents.  Tops  of  PUBL1CA  and  of 
ART,  and  bases  of  86  off  flan,  everything  else  clear. 

($800.-1,000.) 

403  1786.  Another  BB-4  =  RR-6.  this  from  the  rarer  die  state 

with  the  break  from  rim  to  plough  between  78.  Actually 
state  V,  with  heavy  buckling  from  near  eye  to  I  in 
DECIMA,  many  cracks  below  QUARTA,  etc.  Few 
details  VF,  others  Fine,  others  weaker — MON  not 
legible  owing  partly  to  weak  striking,  partly  to  local 
porosity.  Rev.  planchet  defect  near  the  buckled  area. 
Mint  clip  affecting  tops  of  UAR.  Various  shades  of 
brown  from  light  to  reddish  to  dark,  devices  highlighted 
in  tan.  Far  above  average  condition,  and  this  die  state 
is  very  rare.  (Photo)  ($600.-750.) 

404  1786.  VERMONTENSIUM.  8 Vi  trees,  6  almost  touches 

corner  of  plow.  BB-5,  RR-7.  C.  fig.  31;  Vlack  3, 
Taxay  135.  Nearly  R-5.  Rust  and  die  buckling  moder¬ 
ately  advanced.  Some  surface  areas  and  some  details 
suggest  a  grade  close  to  Ex.  Fine,  the  remainder  Very 
Fine  or  better;  parts  of  plow  and  mountains  a  little 
weak  from  die  failure  as  often,  some  letters  seemingly 
of  practically  full  mint  sharpness.  Pleasing,  faintly 
lustrous  light  olive  with  far  fewer  planchet  defects 
than  usual,  the  only  one  worth  mention  being  a  some¬ 
what  rough  lamination  defect  affecting  IC  and  field 
r.  of  plow.  Exceptionally  fine  preservation  for  this  very 
scarce  variety,  and  probably  in  the  Condition  Census, 
very  slightly  exceeded  by  the  Breen-Norweb  coin  (pro¬ 
bably  destined  to  go  to  ANS),  the  H.  P.  Smith-Ryder- 
Boyd  coin  pictured  in  the  ANS  1914  catalogue,  the 
Hall  Park  McCullough  coin  stolen  from  the  Bennington 
Museum,  and — by  a  point  or  two- — lot  112  of  the 
Merkin  Oct.  1973  sale  at  a  rousing  $1,000;  but  finer 
than  any  other  known  to  us.  (Photo)  ($l,000.-up) 

405  1786.  Another.  BB-5  =  RR-7.  “Fine,”  chocolate  brown 

with  darker  touches  around  letters;  entire  legend  on 
flan,  Q  weak  though  everything  is  legible.  Planchet  a 
little  less  defective  than  usual.  Nice  enough  that  it  was 
obtained  as  ‘VF’,  far  above  average  for  the  design,”  as 


this  was  described  in  our  1973  G.E.N.A.  Sale,  where 
it  was  lot  30.  Sharper  than  Groves  315,  or  the  ANS 
coin  pictured  in  Richardson;  at  least  equal  to  one  of¬ 
fered  by  Bowers  at  $595.  (Photo)  ($350.-500.) 

406  1786.  VERMONTENSIUM.  9  trees,  double  punched  1. 

BB-6  =:  RR-6.  C.  p.  181,  3rd  var.  Rarity  5.  VG,  few 
details  nearer  to  Fine,  others  weakly  struck,  ICA 
illegible,  DEC  very  weak;  small  deep  nick  between  SI, 
usual  quota  of  planchet  defects.  This  is  slightly  above 
average  for  the  variety,  comparable  to  a  piece  lately 
offered  by  Bowers  at  $395,  and  distinctly  superior  to 
Groves  316  (Stacks.  Nov.  12.  1974).  (Photo) 

($300.-400.) 

407  1786.  Another.  BB-6  =  RR-8,  this  with  advanced  die 

buckling  on  both  sides.  More  or  less  Good,  plough  not 
visible,  LICA  and  date  almost  gone,  DEC  very  weak; 
die  failure  has  obliterated  rays  and  stars  below  RTA 
DEC1M.  Honest  wear,  no  nicks  or  dents.  Obtained  as 
VG/Fine!  (Photo)  ($125.-175.) 

408  1786.  A  third  BB-6  -  RR-8.  Fine  to  VF,  advanced  die 

failures  at  letters  (most  notably  at  ONTENS  and  DEC) 
with  considerable  rust  in  die.  Everything  on  flan  but 
tops  of  ONTENS;  have  planchet  defect  affecting  plow, 
786  and  final  A.  Comparable  to  a  Bowers  coin  lately- 
offered  at  $495;  almost  eqqual  to  the  J.  M.  Richardson 
piece,  and  finer  than  most  specimens  seen  in  recent 
years.  (Photo)  ($40.-600.) 

BUST  DESIGNS 
1786  ISSUE 
(After  Oct.  24,  1786) 

409  1786.  BUST  RIGHT.  "Baby  Head,”  copying  the  Rahway 

Mint's  imitation  Connecticut  copper  Miller  3-D.l  BB-7 
=  RR-9,  C.  1-C  (fig.  32).  Low  Rarity  6.  Difficult  to 
grade,  this  piece  has  a  few  details  of  Fine  or  better 
sharpness,  others  VG,  still  others  weak;  AU  illegible, 
rest  of  inscription  completely  on  flan,  full  clear  strong 
date  (very  unusual).  Most  of  branch,  ornament,  Ms. 
Liberty’s  head  and  the  four  sheaves  of  grain  on  shield 
are  not  visible.  Rather  dark  brown,  somewhat  porous 
but  with  far  fewer  defects  than  usual  (this  variety  and 
RR-10,  11,  15  have  the  most  defective  planchets  in 
the  entire  Rupert  Mint  output),  devices  highlighted. 
Very  far  above  average,  as  these  usuallly  come  in  Fair 
to  Good.  A  specimen  only  a  hair’s  breadth  sharper  was 
lately  offered  at  $1,295.  The  present  coin  is  the 
best  we  have  offered  to  date,  considerably  surpassing 
that  in  our  “Promised  Lands”  sale.  (Photo)  ($l,000.-up) 

410  1786.  BUST  LEFT.  Closely  spaced  legend.  BB-8  =  RR-10. 

C.  2-4,  plate  V,  1,  fig.  33.  R-5.  Sharpness  of  at  least 
Fine,  some  details  VF,  others  weaker  or  obscured  by 
the  usual  severe  planchet  defects;  complete  legends 
and  date,  which  is  not  often  the  case.  Sharply  enough 
struck  that  incuse  latitude  and  longitude  lines  show  on 
globe,  wheat  sheaf  is  plain  on  shield,  more  than  half 
obv.  dentilated  border  is  visible.  The  Crosby  attribution 
in  obv.  field  in  white  ink,  therefore  from  an  old  col¬ 
lection,  possibly  Miller  or  Dr.  Hall.  Any  nicks  or 
scratches  are  trivial  compared  with  the  as-made 
planchet  defects,  which  mostly  affect  edge  below  86, 
and  Ms.  Liberty’s  head  and  bosom.  Of  exceptional 
quality,  considerably  finer  than  that  in  the  Merkin 
Oct.  1973  Sale,  with  far  more  details  visible  than  on 
the  (admittedly  less  defective)  Vlack  Plate  coin  or 
Crosby  Plate  coin;  aside  from  the  defects,  in  a  class 
with  the  Taxay  Plate  coin  (no.  137),  and  amazingly 
with  more  rev.  details  visible  than  on  the  Bressett  Plate 
coin  (pictured  in  the  Guidebook)  or  the  "VF”  coin 
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pictured  in  the  Bowers  Rare  Coin  Review  #16,  Oct. 
1972,  p.  10.  An  exceptionally  strong  specimen  of  this 
rarity,  which  usually  conics  in  Fair  to  Good  condition. 

(Photo)  ($600.-750.) 

STANDARD  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 
Dies  by  Janies  F.  Atlee 

411  1787.  VERMON-  AUCTOR-,  with  RM  almost  touching, 

M  higher,  wart  on  nose.  Rev.  Standard  legend  1NDE 
ET  LIB  Double  dateline,  both  7’s  low,  B  far  from 
shield.  BB-12  =  RR-14,  C.  2- A,  fig.  34.  Almost  R-4. 
(The  other  variety  answering  this  Crosby  number  is 
RR-34,  Crosby  plate  V,  2;  B  Almost  touches  shield, 
first  7  low,  1  87  about  touch  lower  dateline;  Newman 
coll.)  Sharpness  in  the  neighborhood  of  VF,  broad 
flan  most  border  dentils  visible;  several  old  obv.  dents 
and  scrapes,  not  disturbing  the  color  (which  is  pleasing 
light  brown  with  darker  areas  highlighting  letters),  one 
light  rev.  dent,  several  small  rim  nicks.  Far  above 
average  for  this;  Shows  much  more  detail  than  the 
Vlack  Plate  coin  n(o.  7),  the  ANS  piece  pictured  in 
Richardson  .Ruby  48,  Groves  322-3  ,or  most  others 
offered  in  recent  years.  (Photo)  ($275.-300.) 

412  1787.  Another.  BB-12  =  RR-14.  Nearly  as  sharp  as  last, 

surfaces  suggesting  full  YF  grade,  light  and  medium 
brown  with  beautiful  natural  streaky  mottling  like  the 
grain  of  wood;  not  as  broad  a  planchet  as  last,  not 
much  more  than  half  the  dentils  show  on  either  side; 
but  unusually  clean,  free  of  defects  on  obv.,  nearly 
free  of  them  on  rev.  At  least  as  desirable  as  last.  Com¬ 
pares  well  with  the  “VF”  in  Bowers  lists  #17,  18; 
usually  comes  in  fair  to  VG.  (Photo)  ($375.-500.) 

CHOICE  RR-12 

POSSIBLY  1  OF  3  FINEST  KNOWN 

413  1787.  Similar  but  no  obv.  punctuation,  same  rev.  die,  with 

break  above  head.  BB-13  =  RR-12.  C.  1-A.  R-4  high. 
(Distinguished  from  the  other  variety  of  this  type,  RR- 
32,  in  having  RM  almost  touching;  in  RR-32  R  M  are 
far  apart.)  Late  die  state,  both  obv.  breaks — first 
horizontally  from  E  to  ribbon,  wreath  and  hair;  second, 
from  rim  above  R  though  M,  narrowly  missing  O, 
through  wreath  and  AUC.  Sharpness  of  various  details 
varies  between  Ex.  Fine  and  Fine,  the  local  weaknesses 
associated  with  this  coin’s  being  overstruck  on  a  1785 
NOVA  CONSTELLATIO,  some  letterts  and  starry 
rays  showing  instead  of  the  Vermont  details.  Surfaces 
better  than  3  F,  light  olive,  few  small  patina  spots, 
mostly  red;  no  nicks  or  scratches  worth  mention;  no 
planchet  defects.  Exceptional  preservation,  unmatched 
by  any  at  auction  in  many  years,  though  approached 
only  by  lot  117,  Merkin,  Oct.  1973  "sale,  VF  and 
coincidentally  also  an  overstrike,  from  the  same  die 
state,  and  by  still  another  overstrike  in  Bowers  list  #16. 
In  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety,  probably  one 
of  three  finest.  (Photo)  ($2,000.-up) 

ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  KNOWN 

414  1788.  BB-15  =  RR-19,  C.  2-A.  R-6.  Wide  legend  spaced 

V  ERMO  N  with  centered  dots  after  N  and  I;  wide 
date,  single  dateline,  and  near  r.  curve  of  D,  branch 
ends  about  at  r.  corner  of  E.  Sharpness  better  than 
Very  Fine,  where  struck  up,  centers  not  as  well  defined 
as  remainder;  on  a  fine  broad  planchet  with  a  little 
over  half  border  dentils  showing  on  both  sides,  patinated 
in  a  half  dozen  shades  of  reddish  to  dark  brown. 
Planchet  slightly  defective  above  ER  and  below 


MON,  a  little  more  obviously  defective  in  upper  central 
rev.;  corrosion  skillfully  removed  long  ago  at  lower 
rev.,  around  IN  and  17  though  not  disturbing  letters  or 
numerals.  Very  rare,  and  one  of  three  finest  known. 
Considerably  sharper  than  the  Vlack  plate  coin,  and 
ANS  example  pictured  in  Richardson,  or  any  other 
seen  in  many  years  except  for  the  Ryder  plate  coin, 
which  is  on  a  more  severely  defective  flan.  No  auction 
record  recent  enough  to  mean  anything.  To  judge  by 
the  performance  of  comparable  examples  of  cautioner 
die,  this  will  go  well  into  four  figures.  Advanced  die 
breaks;  tops  of  ERMON  to  AU,  tops  of  R1  through 
dentilated  border  to  a  point  about  opposite  lower  left 
corner  of  shoulder,  accounting  for  early  discard  and 
rarity  of  this  obverse  die.  (Photo)  ($1,500.— up) 

415  1788.  BB-16  =  RR-20.  C.  2-A.  fig.  35.  R-5.  Obv.  of  RR- 

14  earlier  described,  with  wart  on  nose;  rev.  as  preced¬ 
ing,  broken  through  E  of  INDE,  bulged  in  upper  central 
areas  from  near  that  E  to  near  ETL,  obliterating 
branch  arm,  elbow  of  pole  arm  and  drapery  bttween 
them.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has  some  obv.  details 
better  than  Fine  and  equal  to  those  on  many  coins 
sold  as  “VF”,  others  and  rev.  weaker  owing  to  die 
failure,  though  about  half  the  stripes  show  on  shield; 
surfaces  (variegated  from  light  brown  to  charcoal  gray) 
suggestive  of  almost  VF.  Everything  on  flan  except 
base  of  date;  over  half  of  rev.  border  dentils  show  as 
do  part  of  obv.  dentils.  Free  of  noticeable  planchet 
defects;  no  nicks  or  scratches.  At  least  equal  to  the 
best  of  the  three  Bowers  examples;  far  superior  to  the 
ANS  coin  pictured  in  Richardson.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

416  1788.  BB-17  =  RR-23.  C.  2-A.  Almost  or  quite  R-5.  Obv. 

as  above,  wart  on  nose;  rev.  double  dateline  converging 
to  right,  wide  even  date  slanting  up  to  r.,  both  8’s  on 
lower  line,  branch  hand  very  close  to  lower  left  corner 
of  E,  branch  closed  to  lower  r.  corner  of  E.  Fine,  bold 
impression,  obv.  fields  with  purple  patina,  device  high¬ 
lighted,  touches  of  rough  green  patina;  rev.  nearer  to 
YF,  light  and  darker  olive,  devices  highlighted,  about 
half  of  border  dentils  show,  most  shield  stripes  clearly 
distinguished,  only  trivial  planchet  defects;  mostly  on 
edges.  With  the  central  bulge  that  caused  early  discard 
and  rarity  of  this  die,  though  as  yet  without  the  break 
from  rim  behind  head  to  pole.  Finer  than  the  Richard¬ 
son  plate  coin  overall,  about  as  sharp  as  the  Ryder 
plate  coin,  a  little  sharper  than  the  “VF”  pictured  in 
Bowers  list  no.  18,  p.  11,  though  we  have  no  way  of 
comparing  the  surfaces.  Oddly,  no  action  records  recent 
enough  to  afford  a  reasonable  estimate  of  value,  the 
Groves  coin  being  barely  Good.  (Photo)  ($400.-up) 

4th  FINEST  KNOWN 

417  1788.  Another  RR-23,  this  from  the  later  die  state  with  the 

break  from  rim  behind  head  to  pole;  the  central  bulge 
is  more  advanced,  especially  from  shield  to  pole  arm 
and  from  knee  to  branch.  Some  details  Very  Fine  or 
better,  others  more  like  Fine,  centers  weak  as  always 
with  this  variety;  light  brown  with  beautiful  natural 
mottling  like  the  grain  of  wood;  several  light  planchet 
cracks  which  are  the  beginnings  of  lamination  defects, 
but  nothing  obvious  enough  to  require  mention  (these 
are  plainest  around  pole  hand  and  on  seated  figure); 
several  old  scratches  in  rev.  field,  not  disturbing  the 
colors.  One  of  the  finest  known,  exceeded  by  a  single 
mint  state  example  of  which  we  have  long  since  lost 
track,  and  by  the  Phelps— Boyd  and  Breen— Norweb 
examples,  probably  tied  by  the  Gillio-Bowers  coin,  but 
finer  than  any  other  auctioned  in  many  years.  (Photo) 

($500.-650.) 
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TIED  FOR  FINEST  KNOWN 

418  1788.  BB-18  =  RR-“36”  (unknown  to  Crosby,  Ryder  or 

Richardson,  called  “36”  by  its  discoverer  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett).  R-7.  Obv.  as  above  with  wart  on  nose;  rev. 
somewhat  similar  to  RR-22  below,  tall  seated  figure 
without  globe  and  with  shield  suspended  in  air  well 
above  date  line;  wide  date,  only  final  8  touching  line; 
wide  legend,  I  very  near  foot,  B  far  from  shield;  date¬ 
line  and  parallel.  Some  details  Very  Fine,  other  Fine, 
all  shield  stripes  clear,  minor  central  planehet  defects 
either  side,  two  minute  rev.  rim  nicks.  Rather  dark 
brown  fields,  devices  medium  steel;  surfaces  suggest 
a  grade  a  little  above  Fine.  Extremely  rare,  apparently 
one  of  two  finest  known;  either  tied  with  the  Hall  Park 
McCullough  coin  stolen  from  the  Bennington  Historical 
Museum,  or  at  worst  a  hair’s  breadth  below  the  latter 
at  VF-20.  Others  known  are  in  lower  grades.  Good  to 
Fine-12,  including  the  only  two  ever  auctioned  (one 
by  Merkin,  one  by  Stacks,  both  long  before  the  current 
feverish  interest  in  the  series).  The  discovery  of  the 
present  variety  was  announced  in  the  Feb.  1955  Num¬ 
ismatist,  p.  162.  The  present  specimen  was  bought 
unattributed,  representing  a  new  discovery.  (Photo) 

($2,500.-3,000.) 

419  1788.  BB-19  =  RR-22.  Obv.  as  last  few,  with  wart  on 

nose;  rev.  taller  seated  Fiberty  without  globe;  double 
base  line,  close  date  with  7  low;  wide  border  to  shield 
very  close  to  B.  R-6.  Fine  glossy  dark  green  patina, 
devices  (some  nearly  VF)  slightly  highlighted;  heavy 
short  planehet  crack  below  bust  affecting  Ms.  Liberty’s 
profile.  Extremely  late  die  state,  with  all  three  breaks 
from  leg  and  foot  into  field,  respectively  towards  I, 
ND,  and  E,  and  with  the  advanced  bulge  between  the 
second  and  third  breaks.  Small  round  nick  above  date¬ 
line.  Very  rare  quality,  probably  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety,  which  normally  comes  badly 
worn;  no  auction  record  in  comparable  condition  in 
many  years.  Pictured  in  the  later  reprint  of  the  J.  M. 
Richardson  “Copper  Coins  of  Vermont.”  Ex  J.  M. 
Richardson,  Norman  Bryant,  &  David  Bowers.  (Photo) 

($275.-325) 

420  1788.  BB-20  =  RR-21.  High  R-5.  Same  obv.  with  wart 

on  nose,  with  small  break  from  lower  edge  of  armor, 
with  heavy  break  from  rim  to  armor  just  r.  of 
final  period,  though  smaller  and  larger  and  larger  stages 
of  this  final  break  are  known.  Rev.  tall  seated  figure 
as  on  last  two,  wide  border  to  shield  a  little  less  close 
to  B,  single  dateline  with  88  against  it;  heavy  break 
from  rim  through  first  8,  drapery  and  branch,  though 
earlier  and  later  states  are  known  (see  next  lot).  Some 
details  fine  or  better,  others  a  little  short  of  Fine;  dark 
partly  rough  patina  (deep  brown,  dark  green  and  red¬ 
dish  brown),  weakening  part  of  AUCTORI,  shield  and 
drapery.  A  little  bolder  than  the  ANS  coin  pictured  in 
Richardson;  possibly  of  Condition  Census  level. 

(Photo)  ($175.-225.) 

FINEST  KNOWN 

421  1788.  Another  BB-20  =  RR-21,  later  die  state:  Extensive 

rust  in  r.  obv.  field,  somewhat  larger  break  below 
armor,  extremely  heavy  break  from  rim  to  armor  r. 
of  last  period  (this  break  about  the  size  of  the  R); 
rev.  break  heavier  and  with  a  bulge  around  it,  but  as 
yet  without  the  crack  from  branch  up  to  border.  Sur¬ 
faces  nearly  of  AU  level,  delicately  mottled  reddish 
brown,  near  enough  to  original  condition  to  show  the 
delicate  die  striations  which  vanish  on  more  worn  ex¬ 
amples.  Sharpness  more  difficult  to  grade  owing  to 
advanced  die  failures,  but  some  details  are  clearly  above 


EF  level,  others  very  close  to  EF.  Finest  known,  ap¬ 
proached  by  one  other  in  EF  Grade,  and  at  a  greater 
remove  by  the  Brand-Breen-Norweb  coin  at  VF-30; 
others  known  are  in  lower  conditions.  An  outstanding 
specimen  even  aside  from  the  variety;  all  but  unheard- 
of  condition  for  a  Vermont  copper  of  any  die.  As 
finest  known  of  a  rare  variety,  this  acquires  even  great¬ 
er  importance.  (Photo)  ($  1,750-up) 

ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  KNOWN 

422  1788.  BB-21  =  RR-17,  C.  1-A.  R-6.  No  punctuation;  V 

nearly  touches  mail,  N  touches  hair,  1  below  R.  Rev. 
single  dateline,  bent  up  in  center;  close  date,  all  figures 
touching  line;  D  high.  IB  too  low.  More  or  less  VF, 
centers  weaker  than  the  remainder,  letters  and  per¬ 
ipheral  details  bold,  all  shield  strips  distinct,  all  rev. 
and  more  than  half  of  obv.  border  dentils  show  except 
at  part  of  edge  opposite  VER  and  E  of  1NDE  affected 
by  a  defective  flan,  a  segment  of  which  split  off  at  that 
point,  parallel  to  more  minor  laminations  within.  A 
most  attractive  and  exceptionally  high  quality  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  great  rarity.  Far  surpassed  the  Gray 
and  J.  M.  Richardson  examples  offered  by  Bowers;  no 
other  recent  records  in  any  grade.  One  of  three  finest 
known!  In  the  same  rarity  class  as  the  ETLIB  1NDE 
coin  below  (offered  with  the  Machin’s  Mill  varieties). 

(Photo)  ($l,250.-up) 

423  1788.  BB-22  =z  RR-16,  C.  1-A.  Low  R-3,  possibly  R-2. 

No  punctuation  except  a  very  faint  period  above  top 
leaf,  centered  between  A;  V  N  away  from  devices, 
M  too  low.  Few  details  VF,  others  Fine,  most  of  obv. 
border  dentils  do  not  show,  most  of  those  on  rev.  visible 
though  weak,  some  porosity,  parallel  planehet  defects 
cross  rev.,  affecting  central  details.  Well  above  average, 
a  little  better  than  Groves  324.  (Photo)  ($275.-up) 

424  1788.  Another.  BB-22  =  RR-16.  Fine,  almost  as  sharp  as 

last,  a  little  more  of  dentilated  borders  visible,  but  dark¬ 
er  and  with  slight  diffuse  rev.  porosity.  No  planehet 
defects.  No  nicks,  dents  or  scratches.  Far  above  average. 

(Photo)  ($150.-up) 

425  1788.  A  third.  BB-22  =  RR-16.  Few  details  Fine,  re¬ 

mainder  VG  or  better,  light  porosity  but  no  planehet 
defects,  old  faint  scratches  in  centers  not  affecting 
colors.  More  details  show  than  on  Ruby  49;  about  as 
bold  as  the  ANS  coin  pictured  in  Richardson.  (Photo) 

($100.-up) 

THE  EXCEEDINGLY  RARE  RYDER  26 

426  1788.  BB-23  =  RR-26,  not  in  C.  R-7.  Crosses  after  N 

and  I,  the  obv.  familiar  from  RR-25  and  24;  very  faint 
crack  at  collarbones  only.  Rev.  INDE-f-  ET.LIB+ 
with  double  dateline,  which  distinguishes  it  at  once 
from  RR-25  which  has  similar  punctuation;  datelines 
cross  above  78;  very  close  date,  7  low;  branch  hand 
opposite  upright  of  E  (in  RR-25  it  is  opposite  upright 
of  D);  plain  crack  from  E  to  E  through  branch,  neck 
and  pole  hand.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  weakly  struck 
piece  has  surfaces  suggesting  a  grade  above  Fine,  light 
tan  on  highlighted  devices,  darker  reddish  brown  to 
charcoal  gray  in  fields,  isolated  minute  pockmarks 
though  no  nicks,  scratches,  dents  or  planehet  defects. 
Obverse  device  and  letters  suggest  About  Fine,  rev. 
weaker  as  struck,  all  of  legend  on  flan  though  tops  of 
ET  LIB  weak,  date  too  weak  to  read  and  over  half  off 
flan,  as  usual;  most  stripes  distinct;  branch  and  some 
drapery  detail  visible.  Considerably  bolder  than  the 
Kurth  piece  pictured  in  Richardson,  nearly  equal  to  the 
Ryder  Plate  coin  (reverse  only  shown;  only  one  record 
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in  recent  years,  the  example  from  the  Craige  estate, 
offered  in  the  Bowers  lists  nos.  15,  16  at  $1,995  but 
unfortunately  not  illustrated.  As  it  was  graded  some¬ 
what  short  of  Fine,  by  comparison  with  other  pieces  so 
graded  and  illustrated  by  Bowers,  this  should  be  no 
bolder  than  the  present  coin  and  may  well  be  weaker. 
Both  the  illustrated  pieces  have  the  same  date  weak¬ 
ness  as  the  present  coin  and  were  struck  the  same  way; 
of  possibly  seven  or  eight  known  today  (one  in  Nor- 
web,  two  others  already  impounded),  only  two  can  be 
graded  fully  Fine,  and  not  one  has  a  fully  clear  date. 
One  of  the  most  elusive  of  all  the  Vermonts,  in  the 
same  rarity  class  with  the  RR-30  (Inverted  C),  rarer 
than  the  IMMUNE,  and  almost  as  rare  as  the  RR-15. 

(Photo)  ($3,000.-4.000.) 

427  1788.  BB-24  =  RR-25,  Crosby  pi.  V,  4.  R-3,  low.  Same 

obv.,  with  crosses  after  words.  Rev.  similar  but  branch 
hand  opposite  D  and  space  to  left;  top  of  T  weak, 
producing  (apparently)  ETL1B  -|-  State  III:  rare  early 
stage  of  obv.  break  across  collarbones,  in  contrast  to 
the  commonly  seen  examples  in  which  this  break  is 
heavy  and  resembles  a  knife  blade.  No  break  at  wreath, 
no  rust  marks;  rev.  with  early  state  of  central  buckling 
but  no  breaks  in  r.  field.  Some  details  nearly  VF,  most 
Fine  or  a  trifle  weaker,  surfaces  nearly  VF,  medium 
brown  and  steel,  devices  highlighted;  only  very  slight, 
insignificant  planchet  defects;  few  light  touches  of 
rough  patina.  Finer  than  the  Ryder  Plate  coin;  one  of 
the  best  seen  of  this  very  early  die  state.  One  of  the 
last  varieties,  possibly  the  last,  struck  before  the  Rupert 
Mint  was  abandoned  and  its  operations  transferred  to 
Machin’s  Mills.  Ex  Theodore  L.  Craige.  (Photo) 

($200.-275.) 

RARE  OVERSTRIKE 

428  1788.  (i.e.  1789-90).  Machin’s  Mills  issue.  RR-25,  similar 

to  preceding,  but  state  VI  (with  obv.  break  heavy  and 
protruding  a  little  beyond  outline  of  bust,  extra  break 
from  top  of  wreath,  as  on  most  RR-24’s),  rev.  with 
advanced  buckling  but  no  breaks.  Overstruck  on  a 
counterfeit  Irish  halfpenny,  probably  of  1781  or  1782. 
Obv.  Fine  with  several  very  small  field  digs;  rev. 
weaker  as  always,  more  like  VG  but  with  more  than 
half  shield  stripes  visible.  Dark  brown  with  devices 
highlighted  a  little.  Over  50  times  rarer  than  the  non- 
overstruck  examples  of  this  variety.  Associated  in  time 
with  RR-18,  35,  33  and  28,  which  always  comes  over¬ 
struck  on  the  same  kind  of  halfpence,  the  28  having 
the  same  rev.  as  this  piece  in  the  same  die  state.  Prob¬ 
ably  they  we  all  struck  on  halfpence  from  a  single 
cask  of  Hardware  from  Birmingham.  Overstrikes  of 
this  kind  on  RR-25  were  unknown  until  the  late  1950’s 
and  they  remain  today  of  great  rarity.  (Photo) 

($350.-425.) 

MACHIN’S  MILL  MINT 
NEWBURGH,  N.  Y. 

NONSTANDARD  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 
Hand-Cut  Dies  by  James  F.  Atlee 

429  1787.  (i.e.  1788?)  BRITANNIA  Reverse.  BB-101  =  RR- 

13,  C.  1-C.  R-2.  Intermediate  die  state:  rim  break  at 
end  of  bust,  cracks  from  this  break  into  throat,  just  the 
beginning  of  vertical  bisecting  break,  only  faint  touch 
of  swelling  between  lips  and  0.  Rev.  no  breaks  at  left, 
faint  traces  of  787  show  under  a  glass.  As  reverse  is 
always  very  weak  as  struck,  this  variety  is  graded  by 
obverse  only,  and  this  one  rates  better  than  VF  for 
sharpness  (it  was  in  fact  obtained  as  “XF”),  light  choco¬ 
late  brown,  some  light  porosity,  several  tiny  rim  nicks, 


but  no  serious  defects.  Far  above  average;  on  the  same 
kind  of  planchet  as  the  Richardson  Plate  coin,  but 
much  sharper  than  it  or  the  Vlack  Plate  coin  (no.  15); 
a  close  match  for  the  “Extremely  Fine”  piece  pictured 
in  Bowers  list  nos.  17  and  18,  p.  10.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

430  1787.  (i.e.  1788)  A  second  BRITANNIA.  As  last  but  later 

die  state:  rim  break  enlarged,  plain  vertical  bisecting 
break,  a  bulge  r.  of  this  break  below  armor,  plain  bulge 
between  lips  and  0.  Obv.  will  grade  Fine  or  better,  but 
with  many  small  planchet  defects;  medium  steel.  Well 
above  average.  (Photo)  ($200.-250.) 

431  1788.  (i.e.  1789)  Round  head.  BB-102  =  RR-27,  C.  pi.  V, 

3,  Vlack  II.  Obtained  as  “Fine”,  this  has  VG  sharpness, 
but  was  probably  in  a  fire,  as  it  is  porous  and  bubbly. 

(Photo)  ($  1 25. — up ) 

STANDARD  BUST  RIGHT  DESIGN 
Rupert  Mint  bubs  by  James  F.  Atlee 

432  1788.  (i.e.  1788-89?)  BB-103  =  RR-18,  C.  1-D.  Rarity 

6.  The  famous  ETLIB  INDE  type.  Very  widely  spaced 
legend,  vertical  bisecting  break.  Rev.  *ET  LIB*  *INDE 
— the  only  Vermont  die  with  this  disposition  of  the 
prescribed  legend.  In  terms  of  wear,  this  extraordinary 
coin  rates  Very  Fine,  medium  steel  with  some  darker 
patina  in  fields,  devices  highlighted;  light  scratch  on 
wreath;  very  light  uniform  porosity  but  no  nicks,  dents, 
or  planchet  defects.  As  always  with  this  variety,  over¬ 
struck  on  an  Irish  halfpenny,  most  probably  a  counter¬ 
feit,  dated  1782  (the  lot  used  for  blanks  for  these  Ver¬ 
monts,  RR-18,  -35,  -33,  -38  and  part  of  -29,  always 
being  dated  1781  or  1782).  Base  of  harp  shows  at  top 
of  wreath,  17  instead  of  AUC,  8(2)  at  ON,  1VS  and 
top  of  wreath  below  shield;  nevertheless,  far  more  of 
the  Vermont  devices  remain  than  on  most  others  ex¬ 
amined,  including  the  MHS  coin  in  Stack’s  March  1973 
sale,  all  lettering,  ornaments  and  numerals  except  AUC 
and  788.  In  sharpness  this  is  approached  only  by  the 
Bryant  coin  pictured  in  Richardson;  it  is  slightly  bolder 
than  the  MHS  coin  above  mentioned,  or  than  the  re¬ 
verse  shown  (without  obv.)  on  the  Vlack  plate,  no.  10. 
No  other  auction  record  recent  enough  to  mean  any¬ 
thing.  (Photo)  ($l,000.-up) 

POSSIBLY  FINEST  KNOWN  BRITANNIA  VERMONT 

433  1787.  (i.e.  1788)  A  third  BRITANNIA.  Same  dies,  very 

late  die  state:  vertical  bisecting  break  still  heavier,  ex¬ 
tending  now  to  temple  with  a  lump  on  cheek;  flame¬ 
shaped  die  failure  between  lips  and  0;  patch  of  rust  in 
field  below  chin;  plain  crack  from  rim  above  V  through 
r.  comer  of  E,  tops  of  RM;  rev.  long  arc  break  at  tops 
of  RITA,  another  at  tops  of  NIA;  vertical  breaks  in 
skirt  and  from  branch  down  to  B.  Obtained  as  “Uncir¬ 
culated,”  excessively  rare  in  this  grade,  this  splendid 
light  olive  beauty  shows  no  trace  of  wear,  and  as  much 
sharpness  on  device  as  we  have  ever  seen  or  head  of; 
there  are  traces  of  faded  mint  color.  Finest  known  to 
us,  approached  only  by  the  early  state  coin  (from  the 
Bennington  Museum)  pictured  on  the  Bressett  plate  and 
the  Guidebook,  and  (at  a  slightly  greater  distance)  by 
the  “About  Unc.”  example  in  Stack’s  March  29,  1973 
auction.  An  incredible  fantastic,  unheard-of  piece,  the 
high  points  of  any  perfectionist's  collection  of  state 
coppers.  No  earlier  auction  history;  source  unknown, 
rumored  to  have  been  one  of  eight  top  grade  Vermont 
coppers  (of  different  varieties)  in  the  Stepney  Hoard, 
privately  dispersed  before  the  1951  inventory  was  be¬ 
gun.  but  this  cannot  be  verified.  (Photo) 

($2,500.-4,000.) 
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434  1788.  (i.e.  1788-9?)  Another.  RR-18,  *ET  LIB*  *INDE 

as  preceding.  Good.  All  of  legends  legible  except  AUC; 
all  of  date  visible,  though  faint.  Rather  dark,  porous 
and  somewhat  rough,  weakly  struck  over  a  1781 
counterfeit  Irish  halfpenny:  81  shows  at  MO,  GIVS  at 
Ms.  Liberty’s  head.  Acceptable  example  of  this  rarity; 
first  record  we  know  of  two  specimens  appearing  in  the 
same  auction.  (Photo)  ($125.-up) 

435  1788.  (i.e.  1789?)  BB-106  =  RR-28,  C.  5-B.  R-6.  Famous 

Horizontal  Break  variety.  Obv.  VERMON*  *AUC- 
TORI  and  the  only  die  with  only  two  stars;  N  and  * 
both  touch  head.  Rev.  Die  of  RR-25,  two  crosses  in 
legend,  top  of  T  weak  making  legend  look  like  INDE 
x  ET  L1B+.  Late  date  state,  the  horizontal  break  heavy 
from  E  to  R  of  AUCTORI,  the  second  break  heavy 
from  MO  to  bow,  the  rim  break  over  ER  plain,  though 
later  states  are  known  with  it  heavier.  Obv.  a  some¬ 
what  weak  VG,  rev.  Good,  all  legends  legible,  every¬ 
thing  on  flan  but  base  of  date  and  tops  of  IND.  Prob¬ 
ably  was  overstruck,  but  the  traces  of  undertype  can¬ 
not  be  identified;  much  rarer  so  than  with  plain  Irish 
halfpenny  undertype.  A  close  match  for  lot  118,  Mer- 
kin  Oct.  1973  sale,  though  the  latter  was  from  a  still 
later  die  state;  on  it  AUCT  was  illegible,  whereas  on 
the  present  coin  these  letters  are  bold.  Considerably 
superior  to  the  Ryder  Plate  coin.  The  only  other  one 
auctioned  in  recent  years,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  the 
Breisland  specimen,  somewhat  sharper,  at  a  then  record 
$1,900  long  before  the  current  feverish  interest  in  this 
series.  (Photo)  ($2,750.-3.250.) 

436  1788.  (i.e.  1789-90)  BB-107II  =  RR-29,  Crosby  6-B. 

R-6,  this  die  state  R-7.  Obv.  with  four  stars  in  legend 
and  the  diagnostic  long  break  from  top  rim  to  profile 
to  R.  Rev.  as  RR-25  above,  but  here  with  the  very 
seldom  seen  breaks  vertically  from  shield  towards  E 
and  around  LI,  the  terminal  state  of  this  variety.  Very 
Good  or  better  for  the  coin,  porous  but  without  nicks, 
planchet  defects,  dents  or  scratches;  chocolate  brown 
with  lighter  mottlings.  Upper  half  of  INDE  off  flan, 
everything  else  plain  and  complete  though  only  part  of 
stripes  visible  on  shield  (in  this  die  state  they  are  mostly 
destroyed  by  the  massive  die  failure).  One  of  the  better 
specimens  around;  slightly  finer  than  Ryder  Plate  coin 
or  the  Richardson  Plate  coin  (the  latter  also  in  this  die 
state);  slightly  less  sharp  than  the  Whipple-Boyd  coin, 
also  in  this  die  state.  We  do  not  know  any  other  dis¬ 
tinctly  finer  ones  with  the  terminal  breaks.  Ex  T.  L. 
Craige,  Tim  Frein.  (Photo)  ($225.-up) 

THE  EXCEEDINGLY  RARE 
INVERTED  C,  RYDER  30 
FIRST  AUCTIONED  IN  OVER  FIFTY  YEARS 
ONE  OF  TWO  FINEST  KNOWN 

437  1788.  (i.e.  1789-90)  Inverted  C.  BB-109  =  RR-30,  Crosby 

p.  372,  Vlack  12,  Taxay  142.  R-7,  fairly  high  in  that 
rarity  level.  Obv.  VERMO  N*  AUOTORI  with  the  V 
double  punched,  the  ERMO  irregularly  placed  and 
crowded  together,  the  N  distant,  the  C  inverted  and 
reversed,  i.e.  rotated  180°  from  normal.  Rev.  die  of 
RR-24  and  -16,  no  punctuation,  in  late  state  with  crack 
above  head  and  pole  to  E.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  has 
surfaces  suggesting  Fine,  smooth  and  ranging  from  dark 
green  to  reddish  brown  with  devices  highlighted  in  pale 
medium  steel;  devices  superficially  suggest  VF  but  the 
amount  of  wear  this  piece  has  received  is  actually  much 
less  on  closer  examination,  especially  as  it  shows  the 
rude  ornamentation  on  bottom  of  cuirass,  and  some  of 


the  apparent  wear  is  obviously  (under  a  glass)  the  re¬ 
sult  of  weak  striking.  Obv.  is  strong  at  letters  almost 
justifying  the  VF  grade  with  which  this  came,  but 
weakened  by  severe  bulge  or  buckling  involving  entire 
profile  and  most  of  bust  (as  always),  rev.  weak  in 
center  partly  because  of  its  excessively  worn  state  after 
prolonged  service,  partly  because  of  the  excess  metal 
taken  up  by  the  obv.  bulged  area.  Date  partly  on  flan; 
lower  halves  of  AUOTORI  on  flan,  enough  to  show 
the  blunder  plainly  (almost  never  the  case),  all  other 
letters  complete,  all  devices  visible  including  more  than 
half  of  shield  stripes.  Slight  clip  above  ET.  Flan  de¬ 
fective  at  border  above  head,  slightly  at  cuirass  and 
more  plainly  in  central  rev.,  but  less  so  than  usual  for 
this  variety  (and  this  entire  issue  —  RR-30  plus  the  two 
IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  mulings),  normally  found  on 
small  clumpy  planchets  full  of  cracks:  compare  the 
Richardson  and  ANS  1914  plate  coins.  No  nicks  or 
scratches.  Whatever  its  numerical  grade,  it  is  clearly 
second  finest  known,  second  only  to  the  Breen-Norweb 
coin  which  is  probably  destined  for  ANS,  at  least  tied 
with  (possibly  a  hair’s  breadth  finer  than)  the  Phelps- 
Ryder-Boyd  example,  a  hair’s  breadth  finer  than  the 
Steigerwalt  (1904)-Ryder-Boyd  coin  pictured  in  ANS 
1914,  plate  8,  finer  than  the  Gerard  Cuthbert  coin, 
and  considerably  finer  than  the  ANS  coin  pictured  by 
Richardson.  There  are  a  couple  of  other  examples  in 
still  lower  grades.  The  variety  was  discovered  in  1875 
by  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  his  badly  worn  discovery  piece 
believed  to  be  that  reappearing  as  lot  1126,  Crosby  sale 
(1883).  Since  then,  there  have  been  only  three  auction 
records,  the  latest  in  the  John  Story  Jenks  sale  (Henry 
Chapman,  1921),  where  a  badly  worn  example  was 
illustrated.  The  present  coin  is  a  discovery  of  recent 
years,  first  offered  and  pictured  in  the  Bowers  list  no. 
21,  Sept.  1974,  at  $8,700.  The  high  point  of  this  or  any 
other  collection  of  Vermont  coppers.  (Photo) 

($8,000.-10,000.) 

438  1788.  (i.e.  1789?)  BB-1 10  =  RR-31,  C.  p.  192.  High 

R-5.  Standard  Vermont  head,  GEORGIVS-  III  REX- 
Rev.  dies  of  RR-25,  later  state  with  more  advanced 
buckling,  weakening  center  as  always.  Obv.  close  to 
Fine,  by  the  strictest  grading  standards,  though  equal  to 
at  least  two  that  have  been  called  “VF”  in  print  in  the 
last  three  years;  rev.  weaker,  though  legend  is  com¬ 
plete  and  everything  is  on  flan  but  base  of  date,  all 
four  numerals  clear.  Pleasing  reddish  brown,  consistent 
with  Fine  grade,  with  only  trivial  bag  or  handling 
marks;  heavy  planchet  crack  between  IV  to  head, 
affecting  N  on  rev.  Considerably  finer  than  the  ANS 
coin  pictured  in  Richardson,  or  than  the  “VF/Good” 
example  pictured  in  Bowers  no.  18  list  at  a  then  high 
(Aug.  1973)  $495;  one  of  the  best  we  have  seen  and 
probably  in  the  Condition  Census.  We  have  never  seen 
one  with  a  bold  reverse,  even  the  incredible  museum 
piece  pictured  in  the  Guidebook  being  weak  on  the 
figure  of  Ms.  Liberty.  Valued  at  $800  by  a  former 
owner  years  ago,  a  figure  which  is  if  anything  con¬ 
servative  today.  (Photo)  ($1,100.-1,300.) 

439  1788.  (i.e.  1789?)  Another  RR-31.  Obtained  as  “VF/VG”, 

this  has  a  Fine  ohv.  and  a  rev.  weaker  as  always,  but 
globe  outline,  most  shield  stripes,  and  branch  are  visi¬ 
ble.  Part  of  ET  LIB  and  date  off  flan,  remainder  com¬ 
plete.  Dark  brown,  devices  highlighted  in  light  tan.  No 
nicks  or  scratches  worth  mention,  only  very  few  slight 
planchet  defects.  Far  above  average  for  this  rarity.  Like 
the  last,  probably  in  the  Condition  Census.  Similar  in 
quality  to  the  Yale  and  MHS  coin  at  $350  (1971)  and 
$450  (1973)  long  before  today’s  feverish  interest  in  this 
series.  (Photo)  ($550.-650.) 
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ADDITIONAL 

CHOICE 

COINS  OF  THE  U.  S.  COLONIES 
NEW  JERSEY  PROVINCE 
ST.  PATRICK  COINAGE 

440  N.  D.  (1640-1)  St.  Patrick  or  “Mark  Newby”  Farthing. 

Copper,  the  brass  plug  so  discolored  as  to  be  all  but 
indistinguishable.  FLOREAT  REX:'  Rev.  QVIESCAT 
:PLEBS'  Breen  type  22-1.  Good  plus,  some  details  VG, 
dark  brown,  centers  soft,  no  significant  nicks  or 
scratches.  Above  average  condition.  ($125.-150.) 

441  N.  D.  (1640-1)  Another  St.  Patrick  farthing.  Copper,  the 

brass  plug  patinated  dark  red  and  placed  too  near  edge. 
FLOREAT  :REX:-  Rev.  Punctuation  not  legible.  The 
object  below  King  Charles  is  not  clearly  enough  de¬ 
fined  to  tell  if  it  is  a  bird.  Good  but  weakly  struck  in 
upper  r.  so  that  PLEBS  is  illegible.  Average  grade  and 
quality  for  these.  ($120.-140.) 

442  N.  D.  (1640-1)  A  third  St.  Patrick  farthing,  the  brass  plug 

clear.  FLOREAT  :REX:  Rev.  QVIESCAT  PLEBS 
Barely  possibly  die  flaws  after  T  (obv.)  and  S  may  ob¬ 
scure  other  punctuation.  Breen  type  9-A.  Some  details 
better  than  VG,  others  weaker;  light  brown  with  darker 
areas  in  fields;  no  nicks  or  dents,  but  planchet  irregu¬ 
larly  shaped  as  made,  edge  only  partly  reeded;  some 
porosity,  some  light  flan  defects.  Well  above  average. 

(Photo)  ($175.-200.) 

ROSA  AMERICANA  COINAGES 

443  1722  Penny.  Regular  type  with  two  rosettes  in  rev.  legend. 

Fine  to  VF,  rather  dark,  slightly  porous  as  often;  light 
“double  profile”  phenomenon  on  lips  and  nose  (rather 
accentuating  the  king’s  resemblance  to  Mr.  Nixon)  and 
letters  at  r.  as  well  as  on  almost  everything  on  reverse. 
Unusual  and  probably  rare.  (Photo)  ($125.-150.) 

444  1722  Penny.  Same  type.  Fine,  lighter  color,  somewhat 

porous  as  usual,  some  rev.  letters  not  as  strong  as  re¬ 
mainder,  end  of  bust  weakly  struck;  no  nicks  or 
scratches.  ($90.-110.) 

445  1723  Penny.  Crowned  rose.  Sharpness  approaching  VF  but 

dark  reddish  brown  porous  patina  with  some  roughness 
weakening  parts  of  rev.  legend  and  date.  ($150.-175.) 

446  1723  Penny.  Some  details  better  than  VG,  others  weaker 

struck  so  that  date  does  not  show.  ($100.-125.) 

WILLIAM  WOOD’S  HIBERNIA  COINAGES 

447  1723/2  Halfpenny.  Group  II:  Overdate,  large  3.  Fine  or 

better,  dark  greenish-brown  patina,  slightly  rough;  no 
nicks  or  scratches.  Scarce:  compare  the  following  lot. 

($90.-110.) 

448  1723/22  Halfpenny.  Group  IV:  Overdate,  Small  3,  con¬ 

siderably  smaller  than  the  2,  its  lower  curve  only  about 
half  the  size  of  upper  curve  of  2.  Very  Good  or  better, 
rather  dark  steel,  devices  slightly  highlighted.  Many 
times  scarcer  than  preceding,  first  seen  in  over  five 
years.  (Photo)  ($100.-125.) 

449  1723  Halfpenny.  Group  V:  Small  normal  3;  with  dot  be¬ 

fore  H  as  on  preceding  types.  VG  or  better,  chocolate 
brown  interestingly  mottled;  scarce,  though  not  as 

scarce  as  Group  IV.  Over  200  times  scarcer  than  Group 
VI  Following.  (Photo)  ($45.-60.) 

450  1723  Halfpenny.  Group  VI:  Small  3,  no  dot  before  H. 

Better  than  AU-50,  partly  iridescent  light  reddish 

brown  some  of  which  is  faded  from  mint  color.  Double 


profile  from  brow  to  chest.  Struck  from  a  severely 
rusted  obv.  die.  Rev.  shows  several  short  light  scratches, 
of  no  consequence.  Slightly  better  than  the  average 
“unc.”  of  this  date;  will  go  well  up  in  three  figures. 

(Photo)  ($300.-350.) 

451  1723.  Halfpenny.  Another  Group  VI  variety,  this  from  a 

plainly  rusted  rev.  die.  Obv.  with  two  plain  center 
dots,  one  at  the  usual  place  in  hair,  the  other  where 
hair  joins  jaw.  Almost  EF,  light  reddish  brown  with 
bluish  overtones.  (Photo)  ($100.-125.) 

452  1723.  Halfpenny.  A  third  Group  VI  variety.  Fine,  some¬ 

what  soft  strike,  dark  brown,  devices  highlighted,  no 
nicks  or  scratches.  ($75.-100.) 

453  1723.  Halfpenny.  Group  VII:  Similar  to  group  VI  but 

no  period  afted  date.  More  or  less  Fine,  softly  struck, 
dark  brown;  rare,  only  two  minor  positional  varieties 
of  this  group  compared  to  at  least  112  of  group  VI. 

First  seen  in  many  years  in  any  grade.  (Photo) 

($75.-100.) 

FRENCH  COLONIES 
(CANADA,  LOUISIANA  TERRITORY) 

SCARCE  COUNTERFEIT 

454  1742.  Sou  Marque.  Mintmark  H  (purportedly  for  La 

Rochelle),  differents  a  voided  molet  or  spur  rowel 
(like  a  5-pointed  star)  obv.,  cross  pointee  rev.  Just 
about  Unc.,  original  silvering  visible,  minute  handling 
marks,  but  some  rough  green  patina  patches.  Another 
of  the  contemporaneous  imitations  which  circulated  in 
Canada  and  Louisiana  Territory  side  by  side  with  the 
genuine.  (Photo)  ($350.-up) 

455  1755.  Billon  Sou  Louis  XIV.  Marque.  Purportedly  A 

(Paris)  mint,  this  is  actually  a  contemporaneous  imita¬ 
tion,  an  inverted  V  serving  for  mintmark  A,  letters 
hand-engraved  rather  than  punched,  crude  heavy¬ 
tailed  dog  (?)  instead  of  the  authorized  fox  2nd 
lozenge  (mintmaster’s  symbol).  Fine.  Interesting 
example  of  early  skulduggery,  which  circulated  here 
and  in  the  W.  Indies  for  decades  side  by  side  with 
the  genuine  Paris  Mint  coins.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

456  1767  Sou,  without  countermark.  Side  with  L.XV.  -  VG, 

other  side  nearer  to  Fine,  usual  rather  uneven  strike. 
Many  times  rarer  than  the  countermarked  issue,  and 
generally  found  very  worn.  (Photo)  ($100.-125.) 

457  1767.  (i.e.  1793)  Collot.  Sou  as  preceding,  countermarked 

RF  in  oval  for  use  in  Guadeloupe.  Very  Fine,  sharp 
strike,  reddish  brown,  cracked  at  3:00  during  the 
countermarking  process.  Unusual.  ($75.-100.) 

STATE  COINAGES 
VIRGINIA 

458  1773.  Halfpenny.  No  period  after  S  (?);  7  harp  strings. 

Good  or  better,  REX  very  weak,  everything  else  clear. 

($40.-60.) 

RHODE  ISLAND 

TWO  EXAMPLES  OF  THE  VERY  SCARCE 
1779  SHIP  MEDALET 

459  1779.  Ship  medalet.  Evacuation  of  R.  I.,  August  1778. 

Rev.  Admiral  Howe’s  flagship  fleeing,  1779.  Type  III: 
ornament  concealing  ‘vlugtende.’  Betts  563.  Brassy 
copper  as  usual.  Very  Fine  plus,  dark  (obtained  as  EF); 
evidence  of  several  small  gas  bubbles  in  planchet,  as 
commonly  found.  Others  have  been  seen  in  lower  grades, 


MISCELLANEOUS  COLONIAL  COINAGE 


96 


indicating  that  despite  the  satirical  purpose  of  manu¬ 
facture,  they  circulated  at  a  time  when  anything  of 
proper  size  passed  in  trade  as  a  halfpenny.  Very 
scarce.  Comparable  in  quality  to  the  AU  specimen 
which  sold  for  $1400  in  Stack's  May  1974  sale. 

(Photo)  ($1,000.-1,200.) 

460  1779.  Ship  Medalet,  same  dies  as  last,  same  state  (Type  III, 

Betts  563).  Also  Very  Fine,  tan  with  a  small  dark 
rough  spot  on  branch  below  ship;  minutely  less  sharp 
than  preceding  Same  comment.  Ex  Goldman  collec¬ 
tion.  (Photo)  ($950.-1,050.) 

NEW  YORK 

461  1787.  NOVA  EBORAC  Coppers.  Figure  seated  left.  Some 

details  Fine,  others  weaker  as  struck  (as  usual);  medium 
steel,  devices  partly  highlighted,  tops  of  NOVA  and 
T  ET  off  flan,  Ms  Liberty’s  head,  branch  and  date 
weakest.  No  notable  blemishes;  edge  planchet  defect 
lower  r.  rev.,  extending  to  opposite  part  of  obv.  Far 
above  average  for  these.  ($150.-200.) 

462  1787  -  Another  from  the  same  dies.  VG,  porous,  rough, 

weakly  struck  so  that  T  ET  1878  and  Ms.  Liberty’s 
head  cannot  be  read.  Dark  red  patina,  devices  high¬ 
lighted.  ($100.-120.) 

463  1787  -  A  third,  same  variety.  Devices  VG,  lettering  weaker, 

NOVA  and  IRT  ET  illegible,  date  strong;  light  brown, 
porous,  pockmarked.  ($85.-105.) 

TWO  EXAMPLES  OF  THE  RARE 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA 

464  1787.  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA.  Sharpness  of  VF  or  better, 

broad  planchet  with  full  lettering  and  full  date  (very 
rare  so),  about  half  of  dentilated  borders  show  on 
either  side  (still  rarer);  very  rough  dark  green  patina. 

Without  the  roughness  this  would  be  of  Condition 

Census  level.  Even  as  it  is,  it  is  an  exceptional  coin 
of  high  desirability  -  as  this  was  described  in  our 
1973  GENA  sale,  where  it  was  lot  49,  at  $1250. 

(Photo)  ($l,000.-up) 

NEARLY  CONDITION  CENSUS 

465  1787.  Another  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA,  same  dies.  Sharp¬ 

ness  close  to  VF,  smooth  chocolate  brown  flan;  date 
full  except  for  base  of  1  (rim  dent  below  first  7), 
full  legends  except  for  tops  of  E  PLU.  Very  nearly 
Condition  Census,  and  if  anything  more  desirable  than 
preceding  because  surfaces  are  much  better.  (Photo) 

($l,500.-up) 

EXTREMELY  RARE  EXCELSIOR 

466  1787.  EXCELSIOR  Copper.  Eagle  on  globe  faces  ob¬ 

servers  left.  Intact  details  untouched  by  engraver  would 
indicate  a  grade  of  better  than  Fine;  holed,  plugged, 
and  re-engraved  with  considerable  skill,  the  plug 
affecting  eagle’s  tail,  adjacent  branch,  and  tops  of  17. 
The  repairer  also-re-engraved  ornament  left  of  date, 
shield,  tail  feathers,  arrows,  and  some  details  of  arms 
and  supporters.  Even  as  it  is,  a  rarity  in  the  greatest 
demand.  (Photo)  ($l,000.-up) 

467  1774.  MACHIN’S  MILL  HALFPENCE  (“Tory  Half¬ 

pennies”).  No  stop  between  III  REX.  Vlack  5  = 
Taxay  244.  Very  Good,  weakly  struck,  porous  and 
slightly  rough  chocolate  brown  patina.  Rare,  far  more 
so  than  either  the  other  1774  variety  or  most  of  the 
later  dates.  (Photo)  ($175.-225.) 


SUPERB  1787 
Machin’s  Mills 

468  1787.  Round  head  without  stop  after  GEORGIVS:  large 

wide  date,  the  die  later  used  with  the  Vermont  ob¬ 
verse  to  produce  the  familiar  Ryder  13  or  Vermont 
BRITANNIA.  Vlack  14;  Taxay  249A  (but  different 
obverse  die).  Obtained  as  “AU,”  this  is  at  least  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  with  dark  green  patina,  mostly  smooth, 
no  nicks  or  scratches;  it  is  doubtful  if  the  devices 
were  ever  any  sharper  though  the  surfaces  cannot 
justify  full  AU  grade.  Hair  details  are  justly  described 
by  consignor  as  “razor  sharp,”  cuirass  and  drapery  and 
skirt  details  beautifully  clear,  though  at  ornamentation 
on  breast  the  die  has  rusted,  and  X.  affected  by  severe 
die  rust  -  far  more  advanced  than  in  the  Vlack  Plate 
coin.  Several  grades  finer  than  the  Vlack  plate  coin 
(obv.  pictured  as  14;  rev.  notably  finer  than  the  coin 
pictured  as  Vlack  13  (same  die),  and  it  is  sharp 
enough  to  show  that  this  shares  the  peculiarity  of  the 
“Muttonhead”  Connecticut  -  Ms.  Britannia’s  breasts 
are  exposed.  The  finest  “Tory”  Halfpenny  we  have 
seen  of  any  variety  or  date,  finer  than  any  pictured  by 
Vlack  or  Taxay,  though  his  249A  (with  different  obv.) 
comes  fairly  close.  This  should  go  to  the  buyer  of  the 
nearly  uncirculated  Vermont  BRITANNIA  in  this  sale, 
as  a  splendid  companion  piece  to  the  latter.  (Photo) 

($500.-up) 

469  1788.  Smaller  round  head  similar  to  that  on  some  of  the 

Connecticuts  of  this  date.  Vlack  15  =  Taxay  250.  Very 
Good,  planchet  defective  near  rims.  Scarce.  ($70.-90.) 

Extremely  Rare  Proof  Castorland  Original  Half  Dollar 
Tied  for  Finest  Known 

470  1796  -  CASTORLAND,  NEW  YORK  (a  few  miles  S.  E. 

of  Carthage,  on  the  Beaver  River,  about  20  miles  up 
from  its  mouth  at  the  east  side  of  Lake  Ontario).  1796 
Silver  Original  Half  Dollar.  Scott  267.  Obv.  FRANCO- 
AMERICANA  COLONIA  (=  Franco  -  American 
Colony).  Head  of  France  or  the  Colony  (?)  left, 
laureate,  veiled,  coronetted  (the  coronet  representing 
the  crenelated  tower  of  a  brick  fort,  probably  one 
built  at  the  colony).  In  exergue,  CASTORLAND 
(=  Beaverland)  1796  Signed  DUV  for  DuVivier,  but 
we  are  not  sure  if  this  is  Pierre  Simon  or  Benjamin, 
as  both  were  then  alive  and  working.  Rev.  SALVE 
MAGNA  PARENS  FRUGUM  (=  Hail,  Great  Mother 
of  Fruits.)  Ceres  standing,  head  turned  towards  maple 
tree  which  has  been  tapped,  its  sap  flowing  into  open 
vessel.  In  her  r.  hand  is  a  cornocopia,  in  her  left  a 
drill  (for  tapping  maple  sap  for  syrup),  at  her  r.  foot 
a  wheat  sheaf  and  small  sickle,  in  exergue  a  beaver 
(‘cosror”  in  French)  and  DV  (=  DuVivier.  Silver, 
reeded  edge,  thick  planchet.  Without  mintmaster’s  sym¬ 
bol  or  ARGENT  on  edge.  Without  the  faintest  hint  of 
any  die  break  at  S  of  PARENS  or  the  die  failure  be¬ 
tween  that  S  and  maple  tree  (compare  the  illustrations 
in  R.  A.  Vlack,  EARLY  AMERICAN  COINS,  41). 
With  the  same  faint  traces  of  rust  at  handle  of  vessel 
as  are  found  on  all  six  of  the  other  originals  seen  to 
date.  Identical  centering  to  the  other  originals  -  a 
small  amount  of  plain  border  outside  beads  at  r. 
reverse.  PALE  GRAY,  DULL  LIGHT  BLUISH  AND 
GOLDEN  TONED  PROOF,  a  few  light  fingermarks; 
minute  planchet  flaws,  the  only  one  worth  mention  a 
light  crack  affecting  final  A  of  AMERICANA.  At  least 
tied  for  finest  known,  possibly  finest  by  a  minute 
margin.  Several  grades  above  the  Brand,  Breisland 
coin  in  the  Stack  June  1973  sale  at  $4,250,  the  AU 
Appleton,  Mass.  Historical  Society  specimen  in  the 
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Stack  March  29,  1973  sale,  or  (lie  EF  Taxay  Plate 
coin,  or  the  VF  Vlack  Plate  coin.  The  only  ones  which 
may  give  this  competition  are  the  Wurtzback  specimen, 
pictured  in  the  1914  ANS  Exhibition  Catalogue,  and 
that  in  the  Merkin  Sept.  1974  sale,  whose  cataloguer 
was  unduly  timid  about  characterizing  it  as  an  original 
(which  it  in  fact  is).  Size,  weight  and  edge  justify  the 
designation  Half  Dollar  (evidently  equated  with  half 
the  Spanish  or  Mexican  dollar  of  the  period),  as  do 
evidences  of  circulation  on  at  least  three  of  the 
surviving  originals.  Struck  in  the  Paris  Mint  by  order  of 
Pierre  Chassanis  and  Rudolph  Tiller,  as  a  proposed 
currency  for  members  of  the  colony  (occupying  much 
of  the  present  Lewis  and  Jefferson  Counties  on  land 
bought  by  Chassanis  from  William  Constable  in 
August  1792,  and  selected  by  families  exiled  by  the 
Revolution).  The  devices  indicate  the  colony’s  hoped- 
for  source  of  wealth:  wheat,  furs,  maple  sugar; 
however,  severe  weather  and  other  hardships  forced 
early  abandonment  of  the  colony,  most  of  its  French 
inhabitants  returning  to  their  native  land  after  the 
Terror.  Victor  Morin,  “Castorland,”  Bulletin  des 
Recherches  Historiques,  August  1938  tells  the  story, 
partly  quoted  by  Taxay  and  Vlack,  of  the  two  villages 
founded  on  this  colony,  Castorville  (now  Castorland) 
and  Carthage.  Ex  Dr.  Hall,  Brand  collections.  (Photo) 

($6,000.-up) 

471  1796.  (i.e.  late  19th  -  early  20th  century)  Pair  of  restrikes, 

silver  and  yellow  bronze,  from  a  copy  obv.  die  (letters 
irregularly  placed  but  period  after  DUV.  too  high) 
and  a  similar  copy  rev.  (G  in  MAGNA  lower  than  on 
original).  Plain  edges,  thin  flans,  1  ARGENT  and  BR 
following  mintmaster’s  symbol  on  edges.  “Antiqued” 
unc.  2  pcs.  ($60.-80.) 

472  1794.  Cent.  NYC  MERCHANTS.  TALBOT,  ALLUM  & 

LEE.  With  NY;  small  &’s.  Fuld  3  (R-5).  More  or  less 
Fine,  several  edge  dents.  Earliest  die  state  yet  seen; 
usually  found  with  two  series  of  heavy  breaks. 

($95.-120.) 

473  1795.  Cent.  Fuld  1,  the  regularly  seen  variety.  Obtained  as 

“Unc.,”  this  has  seen  almost  no  circulation,  cleaned. 

(Photo)  ($550.-600.) 

COLONIES  IN  GENERAL 

474  1760.  VOCE  POPULI  Halfpenny.  Pellet  before  double- 

punched  V;  severely  clashed  reverse  die.  Vlack  7  (Dec. 
1960  plate,  listed  as  Rarity  71).  Some  details  Fine, 
others  VG,  scattered  minute  pit  marks,  which  may 
have  been  in  the  original  planchet;  light  tan.  ($150.-up) 

SCARCE  PITT  HALFPENNY 

475  1766.  Pitt  “Halfpenny.”  Copper,  without  silver  wash.  Very 

Fine,  bold,  edges  somewhat  nicked  up,  as  sharply 
struck  as  this  comes.  Reddish  brown  patina.  Of  late 
extremely  popular.  (Photo)  ($650.-up) 

476  1766.  Another,  same  dies.  Original  silver  wash,  which  has 

worn  through  in  a  few  places  exposing  brassy  copper, 
elsewhere  tarnished.  About  VF,  light  scratches,  some 
dark  patina,  a  little  roughness  affecting  HE  NDS  on 
reverse.  Rarer  with  silver  wash  than  without  it. 

(Photo)  ($650.-up) 

NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  COPPERS 

477  1783.  Large  U.  S.  Crosby  1-A.  More  or  less  VF  obv., 

Fine  rev.,  chocolate  brown,  devices  highlighted;  usual 
die  injuries,  no  significant  nicks  or  scratches;  almost 


as  sharp  as  the  piece  pictured  in  the  Guidebook.  Far 

more  average  condition  for  this  usually  weak  variety. 

Many  times  scarcer  than  following.  (Photo) 

($125.-200.) 

478  1783.  Blunt  rays,  CONSTELATIO-Crosby  3-C.  Very 

Fine,  medium  to  dark  steel,  devices  highlighted,  sur¬ 
faces  minutely  and  uniformly  granular.  Few  faint  pin 
scratches  not  disturbing  the  colors.  Popular  type  coin 
in  far  above  average  condition.  (Photo)  ($100.-150.) 

479  1785.  Pointed  rays,  rusted  dies.  Crosby  3-B.  Extremely 

Fine,  the  rays  weakened  by  severe  die  rust  as  usual; 
somewhat  lustrous  light  brown.  Exceptional  grade  for 
this  or  any  NOVA  CONSTELLATIO  copper.  (Photo) 

($125.-200.) 

TWO  EXAMPLES  OF  THE  DESIRABLE  BAR  CENTS 

480  N.  D.  (1785)  Bar  Cent.  “Original  and  genuine,”  with  the 

diagnostic  spur  from  second  bar  and  the  small  die 
crack  in  central  rev.  XF  and  bold,  with  nearly  com¬ 
plete  border  dentils.  Nice  enough  to  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  as  ‘XF.’ ”  -  as  this  was  described  in  the  1973 
GENA  sale,  where  it  was  lot  57,  bringing  $600. 
Light  brown,  fairly  pleasing  surfaces,  light  handling 
marks.  A  piece  of  similar  quality  brought  $725  in  the 
Donald  Groves  collection  was  auctioned  in  November 
1974.  (Photo)  ($600.-800.) 

481  N.  D.  (1785)  Another  Bar  Cent,  from  the  same  dies  and 

with  the  same  diagnostic  marks.  Fine,  somewhat  rough 
dark  green  patina  letters  and  bars  highlighted.  This 
came  with  the  notation  “ANACS  1478,”  though  the 
certificate  is  not  present;  it  is  of  course  genuine  and 
“carries  its  own  credentials”.  ($250.-up) 

482  1794.  Franklin  Press  Halfpenny.  Usual  broken  die  state. 

VF,  very  slightly  bent.  Unusual  impression  in  that 
more  than  half  of  border  details  show.  ($100.-150.) 

483  N.  D.  (1792-95)  “Kentucky”  Pyramid  token.  Plain  edge. 

About  Unc.  plus,  iridescent  light  to  medium  olive  with 
obvious  traces  of  faded  mint  color.  Usual  trivial  keg 
marks;  faint  fingermarks  left  of  pyramid.  Obtained  as 
“Unc.,”  of  course.  (Photo)  ($300.-up) 

Excessively  Rare  Engrailed  Edge 

484  N.  D.  (1792-95)  Same  but  so-called  “engrailed”  edge 

(Vlack  2,  p.  94,  Taxay  261A),  really  with  rather  widely 
spaced  diagonal  reeding  slanting  down  to  right;  plan¬ 
chet  unusually  broad  as  on  all  seen  to  date  with  this 
edge,  complete,  dentilated  border  on  side  with  stars, 
almost  complete  on  other  side.  Somewhat  prooflike 
Unc.,  light  to  deeper  reddish  brown  and  olive,  better 
than  average  strike  for  any  "Pyramid”  token.  To  our 
knowledge,  only  the  third  auctioned  in  the  last  twenty 
years  -  one  other  by  New  Netherlands  many  years 
ago  and  the  second  in  the  Briesland  collection  (double 
struck).  There  is  little  difference  in  overall  grade 
among  these  three,  or  for  that  matter  among  the 
entire  roster  of  7  or  8  known,  making  pedigrees  all 
but  impossible  to  trace.  First  we  have  offered  of  this 
extreme  rarity.  (Photo)  ($l,000.-u») 

485  N.  D.  (1792-95)  Same  but  lettered  edge,  LANCASTER 

type.  Vlack  3,  p.  94;  Taxay  26 IB.  Iridescent  light 
olive  and  mint  red  Unc.,  choice,  almost  immaculate. 
In  great  demand,  quoted  into  high  three  figure  levels. 
At  least  equal  to  the  Groves  piece  which  brought  $260 
in  November,  1974.  (Photo)  ($250.-300.) 
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WASHINGTON  PIECES 

486  “1783”  (i.e.  1810-20).  Large  military  bust.  Vlack  5-D 

(R-2).  VG,  even  wear,  no  significant  blemishes;  die 
buckling  at  hand  as  often.  (Photo)  ($100.-up) 

SUPERB  1791  LARGE  EAGLE 

487  1791.  Large  Eagle  cent.  Early  die  state,  the  crack  from 

rim  to  bust  faint,  no  rust.  LIGHT  OLIVE  AND  MINT 
RED  UNC.,  SOMEWHAT  PROOFLIKE,  one  small 
field  spot,  excellent  sharp  strike  everywhere  except  on 
hair  but  above  average  even  there.  A  little  nicer  overall 
than  the  Breisland  specimen,  and  about  equal  to  the 
best  ones  offered  in  recent  years;  there  is  little  to 
choose  among  these,  spotty  red  ones  being  to  these 
eyes  no  more  attractive  than  the  present  iridescent 
example.  (Photo)  ($l,500.-up) 

488  1791.  Another  Large  Eagle  Cent.  VG,  edge  dented. 

($50.-100.) 

489  1791.  Small  Eagle  Cent.  Fine,  bold,  dark  chocolate  brown, 

some  light  rim  dents.  (Photo)  ($50.-100.) 

THE  VERY  RARE  WASHINGTON  LIVERPOOL 
HALFPENNY 

490  1791.  (i.e.  1793-4).  Obv.  rusted  and  cracked  die  of  Large 

Eagle  Cent.  Rev.  ship  with  lumpy  diebreak  atop 
mainmast,  LIVERPOOL  HALFPENNY.  Baker  17. 
Nearer  to  AU  than  to  EF,  interestingly  mottled  lus¬ 
trous  chestnut  to  chocolate  brown,  much  faded  mint 
lustre;  for  some  reason  almost  never  comes  in  lighter 
colors.  Usual  small  planchet,  but  with  full  date  (rarely 
seen  so),  tops  of  HINGTON  PR  off  flan.  No  signi¬ 
ficant  signs  of  handling,  few  minute  and  inconsequen¬ 
tial  bag  marks.  (The  mark  from  base  of  1  through  tops 
of  WAS  was  in  planchet  before  striking.)  Distinctly 
finer  than  that  in  our  1973  GENA  sale;  though  not 
finest  known,  this  is  definitely  in  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  for  this  high  Rarity  6  item,  whose  population  is 
estimated  at  between  15  and  25,  of  which  at  least 
four  are  impounded  in  museums,  at  least  two  others 
in  estates.  (Photo)  ($2,500.-up) 

EXCEEDINGLY  RARE 
EXAMPLE  OF  ONE  OF  3  KNOWN 
PLAIN  EDGE  SHIP  HALFPENNYS 

491  1793.  Washington  Ship  Halfpenny.  Plain  edge  (normally 

comes  with  ANGLESEY  lettered  edge).  Not  known  to 
Baker  or  Crosby;  Dalton  &  Hamer  (Middlesex)  1051a, 
Vlack  39  (p.  110-doubtless  copying  the  D&H  list¬ 
ings);  Taxay  341A  (ditto,  “High  R-7”).  Extremely 
Fine  or  better,  light  brown,  struck  between  the 
earliest  and  the  latest  of  the  regular  lettered  edge 
type;  fairly  advanced  state  of  rev.  die,  buckling  plain, 
all  details  clear  except  main  topsail  and  nearby  ropes. 
Wt.  10.35  grams  ==  160  grains.  Only  one  other  actually 
seen,  the  former  Benedetti  coin  (ca.  1968),  but  evidently 
a  third  must  exist  in  England  to  account  for  the 
Dalton  &  Hamer  listing  of  over  fifty  years  ago.  In 
any  event  it  is  of  the  highest  rarity;  unpriced  in  the 
Guidebook.  Genuineness  is  beyond  any  possible  doubt 
as  the  edge  shows  the  usual  microscopic  groove  from 
the  planchet-cutting  device,  as  do  all  other  plain  edge 
British  tokens  of  the  period.  (Photo)  ($4,000.-up) 


492  1795.  Grate  Halfpenny.  Usual  variety  with  large  coat 

buttons;  usual  edge,  diagonal  reeding  slanting  down 
to  right.  Baker  29.  Fine  plus,  dark;  unimportant  faint 
graffiti.  (Photo)  ($75.-125.) 

493  1795.  Grate  Halfpenny.  Rare  short-lived  obv.  die  with 

small  coat  buttons;  usual  edge,  diagonal  reeding  slant¬ 
ing  down  to  right.  Baker  29A.  Fine  to  VF,  dark 
brown,  somewhat  rough.  Very  rare,  seldom  found 
better;  usually  encountered  Good  to  Fine.  (Photo) 

($125.-up) 

494  N.  D.  (1793?)  Washington  SUCCESS  Token,  large  size, 

Bust  with  Roman  nose,  E  way  from  hair;  no  die 
breaks.  Baker  266;  DeWitt  GW  1792-2,  Brass,  un¬ 
silvered,  with  curved  edge  reeding.  Almost  VF,  couple 
of  light  rim  nicks,  tiny  pre-striking  flan  chip.  Rare, 
in  demand  especially  as  DeWitt  says  these  were  made 
for  Washington’s  inauguration,  March  4,  1793. 

(Photo)  ($200.-225.) 

FEDERAL  CONTRACT  COINAGES 

495  1787  FUGIO  Cents.  Regular  type,  STATES  UNITED. 

Newman  8-X,  broken  obv.  die  (from  rim  through  E, 
YO  and  III  to  left  large  fleuron.  Light  reddish  olive 
Unc.,  choice,  the  color  obviously  faded  from  mint 
red,  traces  of  fading  original  red  around  some  devices. 
On  the  usual  planchet  with  many  small  dark  streaky 
defects,  similar  in  texture  and  general  appearance  to 
those  used  for  many  of  the  Jarvis  Mint  Connecticuts, 
and  unquestionably  from  the  same  lot  of  copper.  Con¬ 
siderably  scarcer  than  the  12-X  and  13-X;  considerably 
more  attractive  than  other  Bank  Hoard  examples  of 
various  dies)  in  the  usual  spotty  red  condition.  Ex. 
Bank  of  N.  Y.  Hoard;  had  been  earlier  at  $500. 

(Photo)  ($550.-650.) 

496  1787  -  N.  13-X.  The  regularly  seen  Bank  Hoard  variety, 

identified  at  once  by  the  extra  curved  lines  below 
numbered  part  of  sundial,  and  the  rev.  break  at  6:00. 
Obv.  better  than  AU,  Rev.  borderline  Unc.,  mostly 
bluish  light  olive  with  faint  traces  of  faded  mint  red. 
Far  fewer  streaky  planchet  defects  than  usual.  Ex 
Bank  of  N.  Y.  Hoard,  Fritz  Weber.  (Photo) 

($450.-550.) 

497  1787.  FUGIO  Cent.  STATES  UNITED.  Good/About 

Good,  rough,  too  worn  for  certain  attribution. 

($50.-75.) 

498  1652.  (i.e.  early  20th  century).  International  Sterling  Co. 

“facsimile”  of  large  Pine  Tree  Shilling.  Kenney  3. 
Ex.  Fine  or  better.  Now  scarce,  no  recent  records. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

499  NO  LOT. 

SMALL  BUT  EXCEPTIONALLY  CHOICE 
CALIFORNIA  CONSIGNMENT  OF 
CONTINENTAL  AND  COLONIAL  PAPER  CURRENCY 
THE  UNITED  COLONIES 

500  Feb.  17,  1776.  $7.  No.  17024.  Crisp,  clean,  bright  and 

vivid,  paper  less  aged  than  usual;  margins  a  little  un¬ 
even  as  made  but  nowhere  really  close;  comparatively 
well  centered.  At  least  equal  to  lot  19,  our  1974 
“Promised  Lands”  sale,  at  $125,  and  lot  13,  our 
1974  GENA  sale,  but  more  valuable  than  either  one 
as  one  of  its  signers  is  Thomas  Smith,  Member  of 
Continental  Congress  from  Pennsylvania. 
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501  May  9,  1776.  $6.  No.  24117.  Mostly  crisp,  bright,  vivid, 

well  centered,  clean.  The  sheet  was  folded  between 
notes  before  being  cut  up,  and  this  shows  at  lower 
edge.  Paper  nearly  free  of  signs  of  aging.  The  sheet 
was  folded  between  subjects  before  being  cut  up,  and 
this  shows  at  bottom  edge;  the  same  cause  probably 
accounts  for  the  long  narrow  fold  at  top.  The  signer 
John  Howard  is  believed  to  be  the  John  E.  Howard 
who  was  a  Maryland  Member  of  Continental  Con¬ 
gress. 

RARE  BENJAMIN  LEVY  SIGNATURE 

502  Feb.  26,  1777.  Baltimore  Issue.  $5.  No.  23680.  Mostly 

crisp  (two  faint  central  folds),  bright,  clean,  vivid, 
intense  printing;  paper  aging  slightly;  top  and  left 
edges;  three  tiny  pin  holes.  Signed  by  Benjamin  Levy, 
one  of  the  only  two  Jewish  signers  of  Continental 
notes.  First  we  have  seen  of  this  issue  with  this  rare 
historic  signature;  in  our  1974  “Promised  Lands”  auc¬ 
tion,  lots  680-681  were  the  $2  and  $3  notes  of  the 
less  rare  Nov.  2,  1776  issues  with  the  Levy  signature, 
VG  and  Fine,  bringing  respectively  $190  and  $160. 
The  present  note,  far  finer  than  either  of  those  and 
on  a  rarer  issue,  should  command  a  considerably 
higher  premium. 

503  —  $30.  No.  50154.  Crisp  and  brilliant,  but  a  tiny  piece  off 

top  left  corner  top  and  bottom  edges  irregular  as 

trimmed  from  the  sheet,  lower  5.  corner  minutely 
frayed  (from  a  holder?). 

504  THE  UNITED  STATES.  Sept.  26,  1778.  $8.  Unusual 

“repeater”  No.  2929.  Crisp,  bright,  clean,  borders 
adequate  but  irregularly  trimmed  from  the  sheet;  sheet 
was  folded  between  notes  before  being  cut  up,  and 
this  shows  at  bottom  edge. 

505  —  Another  $8.  No.  193628.  Crisp,  bright,  unusually 

vivid;  faint  foxing;  margins  adequate  but  irregular,  r. 
border  broad  with  a  small  slight  corner  fold. 

506  - —  $40.  No.  204097.  Brilliant,  crisp  and  choice,  vivid, 

clean.  Good  margins,  slightly  irregular  as  trimmed 
from  the  sheet.  Signers  Lyon  and  Roberts,  interesting 
for  comparison  with  the  next. 

TORY  COUNTERFEIT 

507  —  Another  $40.  No.  58118,  sgd.  Roberts  and  Lyon, 

this  is  a  Tory  Counterfeit,  readily  recognized  by  the 
too-high  comma  after  italic  Dollars  in  fourth  line  of 
text;  matches  third  (and  partly  also  first)  of  the  four 
$40  Tory  counterfeits  of  this  issue  described  in  New¬ 
man,  p.  354;  in  addition,  a  in  Hall  on  reverse  tilts  too 
far  right,  and  there  are  other  differences  in  the  letter¬ 
ing.  Crisp,  bright,  vivid,  paper  thicker  than  normal 
and  without  mica;  margins  narrow;  two  minute  needle 
holes  in  one  corner.  Deceptive  work  and  much  rarer 
than  the  originals;  of  much  historical  interest.  (Photo) 

508  $60.  No.  130897.  Crisp,  paper  aging  slightly;  margins 
close,  bottom  a  little  too  close.  The  left  signature, 
looking  like  “C.  Hammer,”  is  apparently  L(ewis) 
Farmer. 

DELAWARE 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  NOTE 

509  Feb.  28,  1746.  20  Shillings,  plate  B,  palindrome  No. 

14541.  Overall  can  be  called  Good,  though  a  glass  dis¬ 
closes  restoration  done  with  supreme  skill  (originally 
split  and  pinned,  now  all  inscriptions  and  part  of  in¬ 
dent  show,  “Printed  by  B.  FRANKLIN”  very  plain. 


Clowes’s  and  Durborrow’s  signatures  legible  (the  other 
one  faint);  paper  aged  as  always.  Very  rare,  historic 
Franklin  issue;  unpriced  in  Newman  in  any  grade; 
apparently  unknown  in  fine  condition.  No  note  of  this 
date  in  either  of  our  previous  auctions  of  Colonial 
paper. 

510  Jan.  1,  1776.  6  Shillings.  No.  65767.  Crisp,  bright  vivid, 

ghost  of  an  incomplete  fold;  (top  indented)  margin 
close. 

GEOGRIA 

511  June  8,  1777.  “For  the  Support  of  the  Continental  Troops.” 

$3  in  Constitutional  Currency,  with  red  “in”.  No.  43. 
The  five  signers  include  Edward  Langworthy,  member 
of  Continental  Congress  and  Signer  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation;  Wm.  O’Bryen,  elected  to  Continental 
Congress  but  did  not  attend.  Differs  from  the  New¬ 
man  illustration  in  not  having  a  comma  after  CERTI¬ 
FICATE  (in  red),  and  there  are  other  minor  differ¬ 
ences,  e.  g.  the  plain  line  in  5.  border  is  minutely 
below  top  of  f,  the  other  ornaments  slightly  lower, 
compared  to  5.  ends  of  lines,  etc.  Probably  should  be 
called  Fine  for  the  note;  bright,  mostly  vivid,  printed 
on  very  thin  paper,  which  has  begun  to  split  at  central 
folds  and  a  couple  of  places  at  top  border,  these  splits 
repaired  with  magic  mending  tape  on  back.  Above 
average  as  these  usually  come  frayed  and  with  pieces 
missing.  Very  rare,  always  with  low  numbers. 

MARYLAND 

512  April  10,  1774.  1/9  Dollar.  No.  11336.  Crisp,  clean;  two 

very  narrow  and  completely  unimportant  comer  creases, 
ghost  of  another  faint  and  incomplete  fold,  nearly  in¬ 
visible  traces  of  mounting  removal  at  r.  end;  bright, 
fairly  vivid  printing,  nearer  division  of  indent  com¬ 
plete.  Several  tiny  worm  holes.  Very  rare  condition,  as 
these  notes  (which  passed  as  six  pence)  normally  come 
in  Good  or  thereabouts.  No  comparable  note  of  this 
denomination  offered  in  some  years;  significantly,  none 
in  either  our  Promised  Lands  or  our  1974  GENA 
offerings,  though  most  of  the  higher  denominations 
were  represented  in  top  grade. 

513  —  1/6  Dollar.  No.  11533.  Brilliant,  crisp  and  choice,  un¬ 

usually  complete  indent  as  preceding;  miraculously  free 
of  visible  aging,  beautiful  vivid  impression,  completely 
clean  except  for  faint  transparent  colorless  traces  of 
mounting  at  left  (indented)  edge.  Finest  we  have  seen, 
much  better  than  the  VF  in  our  Promised  Lands  sale, 
or  any  other  auctioned  in  decades.  Extraordinary  con¬ 
dition  for  a  fractional  note  of  this  issue. 

ERROR  NOTE 

514  —  One  Third  of  a  Dollar,  No.  22595.  Plate  error  EX- 

CBANGE  (for  Exchange);  this  may  be  the  rule,  but  we 
have  not  noticed  it  before.  Crisp  and  brilliant,  almost 
in  a  class  with  preceding,  though  one  tiny  pin  hole  at 
top  r.  comer.  Same  comment  as  to  last,  except  that 
there  was  an  EF  example  in  our  1974  GENA  offering, 
which  slept,  and  which  was  still  not  in  a  class  with  the 
present  note. 

515  —  $Vi.  No.  11532.  Crisp,  clean,  choice,  bright  and  vivid; 

paper  aging  slightly.  Unusually  complete  indent  as  on 
last  three;  margins  irregular  as  on  those.  Close  match 
for  the  $1/6  even  to  the  traces  of  colorless  mounting 
compound  at  left  (indented)  edge.  Significantly,  none 
in  either  our  Promised  Lands  or  our  1974  GENA  offer¬ 
ings;  normally  found  well  worn. 
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516  —  $2/3.  No.  22228.  Crisp,  brilliant,  vivid,  choice,  good 

margins,  broad  indent;  paper  slightly  aging.  Excellent 
and  very  rare  condition  for  a  fractional  note;  finer 
than  lot  89,  our  Promised  Lands  sale,  not  equalled  in 

our  experience. 

517  —  $8.  No.  13787.  Crisp,  bright,  vivid,  margins  close  ex¬ 

cept  at  indent,  one  microscopic  pin  hole.  Finer  than 
lot  76,  our  1974  GENA  sale,  at  $60;  we  have  not 
offered  one  distinctly  better.  Unusual  quality  for  a  note 
easily  enough  obtained  in  lower  grades. 

518  —  Another  $8,  No.  11055.  Better  than  Ex.  Fine,  really 

crisp,  bright,  vivid,  paper  slightly  aging,  with  one  faint 
center  fold  and  tiny,  insignificant  comer  folds.  Indent 
virtually  complete,  showing  not  only  all  of  Sparrow’s 
credit  but  the  J.  GREEN  at  left  end;  broad  borders, 
similar  overall  to  lots  95,  our  Promised  Lands  sale, 
and  76,  our  1974  GENA  sale,  the  latter  at  $60. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE 
SCARCE  PAUL  REVERE  ISSUE 

519  (Jan.  26),  1779.  Rising  Sun  issue,  plates  designed  and  en¬ 

graved  by  Paul  Revere.  No.  830  of  only  9,411  printed, 
signed  by  George  Partridge,  member  of  Continental 
Congress.  More  or  less  Fine,  fairly  vivid  printing,  sig¬ 
nature  clear  but  not  vivid,  paper  aged,  good  margins, 
that  at  left  obv./r.  broader.  Comparable  to  lot  85,  our 
1974  GENA  sale,  at  $240;  none  in  our  Promised  Lands 
sale  in  any  grade.  Far  above  average,  as  most  of  these 
come  much  worn,  frayed,  mended,  and/or  hole  can¬ 
celled. 

TORY 

COUNTERFEIT 

520  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay.  May  5,  1780,  “Guaranteed  by 

the  U.  S.”  Tory  Counterfeit  $20.  No.  6020,  forged  sig¬ 
natures  of  Thos.  Dawes,  Judge  Richard  Cranch,  and 
(for  the  US)  Peter  Boyer,  respectively  in  faded  purple 
(!);  forged  “Interest  paid  one  Year”  red  stamp;  identi¬ 
fiable  as  a  Tory  Counterfeit  by  italic  N  in  No.,  as 
described  by  Newman,  p.  356.  Apparently  nearly  new, 
without  any  transverse  folds,  but  the  paper  is  less  stiff 
than  normal,  thicker,  softer,  and  very  lightly  frayed 
at  left  edge;  slight  foxing,  couple  of  comers  rounded. 
Very  rare,  first  we’ve  seen;  much  rarer  than  the  Howe 
&  Clinton  Continentals,  probably  because  of  1780  these 
Massachusetts  notes  were  not  a  well  paying  proposition. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

521  Nov.  3,  1775.  (due  date  De.  20,  1782).  Forty  Shillings  = 

Two  Pounds.  No.  4495  (!)  of  only  3,600  said  to  have 
been  issued,  900  of  each  due  date  variety  (serial  num¬ 
ber  range  observed  previously  being  from  394  through 
3038).  Between  Very  Fine  and  Extremely  Fine,  two 
vertical  folds  (one  fairly  plain,  one  faint),  crisp  be¬ 
tween  them,  bright,  vividly  printed  and  signed,  good 
margins,  slightly  more  indent  showing  than  on  the  30s 
pictured  in  Newman  (overall  a  far,  far  finer  note  than 
the  latter).  Nicholas  Gilman,  signing  as  Receiver  Gen¬ 
eral,  was  State  Treasurer,  Member  of  Continental  Con¬ 
gress,  Signer  of  the  Constitution,  U.S.  Congressman 
1789-97,  Commissioner  in  Bankruptcy  1802,  State 
Senator  1804-05  and  U.S.  Senator  1805-14.  Very  rare; 
we  are  unable  to  account  for  the  high  serial  number — 
certainly  not  continued  from  the  immediately  previous 
issues,  as  those  did  not  include  this  denomination. 
None  in  any  recent  auctions,  though  specimens  in  lower 
grade  were  in  the  Spiro,  Edgar  Allen  Mason  (1956) 
and  New  Netherlands  53rd  sales. 


522  April  29,  1780.  “Guaranteed  by  the  U.S.”  $4.  No.  2050  of 

only  2,900  printed.  Nearly  Fine,  uncancclled.  Printing 
vivid,  signatures  and  number  less  so;  paper  much  aged, 
right  margin  close,  lower  margin  irregular  and  partly 
close,  beginning  to  split  at  top  of  center  fold.  Very 
scarce  uncancelled.  No  uncancelled  note  of  this  issue 
in  either  of  our  recent  extensive  auctions.  (Photo) 

NEW  JERSEY 

523  Dec.  31,  1763.  18  Pence.  Plate  A.  No.  4852.  Brilliant, 

crisp,  choice,  splendid;  vivid  printing  and  signatures, 
paper  without  signs  of  aging.  Right  margin  a  little  close, 
others  adequate.  The  signer  Richard  Smith  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Continental  Congress.  The  known  uncirculated 
specimens  come  from  a  tiny  hoard,  probably  only  a 
few  dozen  of  each  if  that;  this  denomination  perhaps 
less  frequently  than  some  others,  as  it  was  not  repre¬ 
sented  in  either  of  the  two  large  collections  we  auc¬ 
tioned  during  1974. 

524  —  3  Shillings.  Plate  A.  No.  4067.  Crisp,  bright,  printing 

on  obv.  less  vivid  than  on  rev.,  signatures  vivid;  clean, 
paper  aging  slightly;  couple  of  comers  minutely 
rounded,  left  and  right  margins  close.  Same  comment 
as  to  last,  except  that  our  Promised  Lands  sale  did 
contain  an  EF,  the  present  note  is  of  course  much 
more  valuable. 

525  March  25,  1776.  1  Shilling,  plate  A.  No.  25122.  Crisp, 

bright,  vivid,  paper  aging;  old  pen  notation  on  back; 
sheet  folded  between  subjects  before  being  cut  up  and 
this  shows  at  top  and  bottom;  one  comer  rounded,  in 
association  with  the  mentioned  edge  fold. 

526  12  Shillings,  plate  B;  Germanic  text  or  “Gothic”’  Twelve 

below  red  inscription  (plate  A  has  this  word  in  Roman). 
No.  21017.  Ex.  Fine,  similar  to  last  but  light  vertical 
fold  near  r.  end,  small  comer  fold;  evidently  never  in 
circulation  and  very  pleasing,  with  broad  margins. 

527  Another  12  Shillings,  plate  B,  no.  19061.  Crisp,  brilliant, 

vivid  and  choice,  really  splendid,  though  margins  are 
not  as  broad  as  on  last. 

528  15  Shillings,  no.  8144.  Crisp,  bright,  choice,  vivid,  well 

centered  with  good  margins;  paper  mostly  without  signs 
of  aging  though  with  very  slight  foxing  on  back. 

529  June  9,  1780.  “Guaranteed  by  the  U.S.”  $20.  No.  1017. 

With  the  historic  signatures  of  General  Philemon  Dick¬ 
inson  (Commander-in-Chief,  N.  J.  Militia,  1777;  Mem¬ 
ber,  Continental  Congress;  Vice  President,  N.  J. 
Council,  1783-4;  U.S.  Senator,  1790-93),  Col.  David 
Brearley  (Signer  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution,  Presidential 
Elector,  Chief  Justice  of  the  N.  J.  Supreme  Court); 
countersigned  for  the  U.S.  by  Joseph  Borden,  member 
of  the  Stamp  Act  Congress.  Fine,  obv.  bright  and  vivid, 
paper  aging,  margins  narrow.  Very  rare  and  of  great 
historical  importance;  most  of  the  12,000  printed  were 
promptly  redeemed. 

North  Carolina 

530  9th  of  March  1754.  XV  S.  =  Fifteen  Shillings.  Helmet. 

About  as  good  as  these  normally  come:  split,  with 
small  pieces  missing  from  edges  and  at  center  fold  (not 
affecting  inscription,  though  part  of  indent  is  gone  as 
is  part  of  round  border  of  vignette);  Starkey’s  signature 
is  faded  out,  DeRosset’s  is  weak,  the  two  Swann  signa¬ 
tures  are  legible,  n  serial  number  gone.  Very  rare,  un¬ 
priced  in  Newman  in  any  condition;  first  of  these  we 
have  actually  handled,  though  we  have  seen  two  others 
long  since,  both  poorly  preserved.  (Photo) 
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531  Dec.  1771.  Five  Shillings/Proc.  Money.  Quill  pans  in  ink¬ 

well  resting  on  books.  No.  9051  of  20,000  printed. 
Bright,  clean,  fairly  vivid,  all  four  signatures  clear, 
seemingly  Very  Fine  (top  margin  close)  but  split  at 
center  fold,  mended  on  blank  back  with  transparent 
tape;  other  minor  folds  at  borders  and  comers,  but 
this  is  unusually  well  preserved  aside  from  the  split. 

Rare  Issue  of  4/2/76 

532  April  2nd,  1776.  Ten  Dollars.  Peacock.  No.  8152  of  10,000 

printed.  Fine,  fairly  vivid  printing,  paper  slightly  aging, 
two  tiny  splits  almost  invisibly  repaired  on  blank  back, 
top  margin  close,  Bradford’s  signature  faint,  the  others 
clear.  Far  above  average  condition. 

Pennsylvania 

533  April  3,  1772.  18  Pence,  plate  B.  No.  6458.  (The  16,881 

even  numbers  were  from  plate  B,  the  odds  plate  A.) 
Brilliant  crisp,  exceptionally  choice,  clean,  vivid;  the 
finest  we  have  met  with.  Sgd.  Cadwallader  Morris, 
member  of  Continental  Congress.  Not  too  scarce  in 
lower  grades,  but  very  seldom  met  with  in  pristine 
state  like  this  note. 

534  April  25,  1776.  Twenty  Shillings,  plate  A.  Rare  “repeater” 

number  5959.  Better  than  Ex.  Fine,  really  crisp  with 
the  ghost  of  a  faint  center  fold,  margins  irregular,  r. 
and  top  close,  comer  off  bottom  left  (not  affecting  de¬ 
sign);  bright,  vivid,  paper  somewhat  foxed. 

535  April  10,  1777.  6  Pence,  plate  A.  No.  119057  (top  was 

150,000;  50,000  from  each  of  the  three  plates).  Sgd. 
Fle(ry)  Leuthauser — not  “Luithausen”  as  in  Newman. 
Water  mark  in  three  lines  (because  of  the  way  the  paper 
fit  on  the  plate).  Crisp,  moderately  vivid  printing,  sig¬ 
nature  and  number  less  so,  paper  aged,  margins  narrow. 

536  6  Pence,  plate  C;  entirely  different  design  of  border  blocks, 

inverted  question  mark  in  lower  rev.  border  (plate  A 
has  it  normal).  No.  47393.  Crisp,  bright,  vivid,  paper 
foxed  and  beginning  to  age;  left  margin  narrow,  others 
fairly  broad.  Four  minute  needle  holes. 

South  Carolina 

537  June  1,  1775.  Fifty  Pounds.  POST  TENEBRAS  LUX  1775 

around  vignette  of  woman  seated  under  palmetto  tree 
as  floodwaters  rise  round  her,  as  sun  rises  over  distant 
city.  Rev.  FOR  THE  PUBLIC  GOOD  on  scroll,  etc., 
as  on  back  of  June  10  issue  pictured  by  Newman,  p. 
312.  Five  plain  signatures.  No.  5519  of  only  6,000  ptd. 
Seemingly  Fine,  rather  close  margins,  but  several  edge 
splits  (invariable  on  these  notes  because  of  the  very  thin 
weak  plaid  paper  on  which  they  were  printed)  repaired 
on  back  with  transparent  tape,  and  other  splits  starting 
at  horizontal  and  vertical  center  folds.  Rarest  of  the 
four  denominations  of  this  issue,  generally  found  only 
in  poor  condition,  First  we  have  offered;  we  have  not 
seen  one  distinctly  finer. 

538  March  6,  1776.  Fifteen  Pounds  Currency.  Rattlesnake  with 

13  rattles  bites  crowned  lion  who  holds  a  broken  sword. 
MAGNIS  INTERDUM  PARVA  NOCENT— “Some¬ 
times  small  things  damage  great  ones.”  No.  3220  of 
9,000  printed.  Sgd.  Jacob  Motte,  Provincial  Treasurer, 
the  three  sigs.  as  on  the  note  pictured  in  Newman.  Very 
Good  but  two  comers  and  part  of  r.  border  gone,  not 
affecting  any  inscription. 

539  Oct.  19,  1776.  Eight  Dollars-13  Pounds.  Four  winds  buffet 

mountain,  1MPAV1DE — Imperturbably;  skull  and 
crossbones  and  four  hourglasses  on  rev.  No.  2115  of 


only  2,500  printed.  Fine  or  better,  fairly  vivid  printing, 
paper  aged  as  usual,  two  signatures  clear,  the  third 
(vertical)  faded  as  on  the  Newman  illustration;  almost 
never  seen  above  Good.  Better  than  lot  184,  our  1974 
GENA  Sale,  at  $200. 

540  Dec.  23,  1776.  $3  Unnumbered,  sgd.  J.  Wakefield  only. 

Brilliant,  vivid,  crisp,  choice,  a  close  match  for  the 
similar  remainder  note  offered  as  lot  185,  our  1974 
GENA  auction.  Much  rarer  than  the  usual  remainders 
of  this  issue,  as  they  normally  have  two  signatures. 

VIRGINIA 

'41  July  14,  1780.  $80=24  Pounds=2  Spanish  Milled  Dollars. 

Control  letters  b.d.  Rare  repeated  number  1818.  Very 
Fine  for  the  note,  printed  on  tissue  paper;  three  minute 
edge  splits  not  affecting  anything;  paper  aging  slightly 
but  completely  clean  and  bright;  printing  and  signatures 
vivid;  margins  a  little  close.  Exceptionally  choice  pre¬ 
servation  for  this  issue,  usually  found  tattered  because 
of  the  type  of  paper  used;  as  we  said  in  the  Promised 
Lands  sale  about  a  later  issue  on  similar  paper,  “we 
have  suspected  that  the  Va.  legislature’s  use  of  this 
kind  of  paper  precisely  to  discourage  redemption  at¬ 
tempts”. 

542  Oct.  16,  1780  (Printed  Backs).  $300  =  90  Pounds  =  IVi 

Spanish  Milled  Dollars.  Control  letters  k.  w.  No.  5695. 
Small  v  in  “Old  English”  text  Virginia  (fourth  line). 
Fine  or  better  for  note,  bright,  vivid,  several  minute 
edge  splits,  Simmons’s  signature  weakening  paper; 
paper  aging;  adequate  though  uneven  margins.  Equal 
to  some  that  have  been  sold  as  VF,  though  grading 
standards  for  these  notes  have  always  been  vague  - 
such  is  the  effect  of  the  extremely  thin  watermarked 
tissue  paper  on  which  they  are  printed.  (The  water¬ 
mark  is  script  EO  mirrored,  significance  unknown). 
Whatever  you  grade  it,  this  note  is  rare  and  very  far 
above  average.  (Photo) 

543  $400  =  120  Pounds  =  Spanish  Milled  Dollars.  Similar. 

Control  letters  o.  w.  No.  15917  out  of  probably  21,505 
printed.  “Old  English”  text  HUNDNED  error  in  top 
border.  Better  than  Fine,  possibly  should  be  called 
Very  Fine  for  the  note;  bright,  clean,  vivid,  same  kind 
of  paper  as  last,  similarly  aging;  left  and  bottom  mar¬ 
gins  close  and  irregular;  no  edge  splits.  Exceptionally 
fine  preservation  for  this  rarity. 

544  $500  =  150  Pounds  =  \2Vz  Spanish  Milled  Dollars.  Similar 

Control  letters  w  d.  Odd  error  Dill  for  Bill  (also  found 
on  $500  “For  Clothing  the  Army”  and  $750  of  March 
1781,  among  others).  No.  19942.  One  of  the  three 
signers  is  Bolling  Stark,  omitted  by  Newman.  Fine  or 
better,  similar  to  the  last  few;  bright,  vivid,  paper 
aging,  folds  at  top  and  bottom  edges  but  no  edge  splits 
or  tears,  no  other  fault  worth  mention;  possibly  should 
be  called  VF  for  the  note,  and  however  graded  it  is 
exceptionally  high  quality. 

EXTREMELY  RARE  “FOR  CLOTHING  THE  ARMY”  ISSUE 

545  Oct.  16,  1780  Act  “for  the  more  effectual  and  speedy 

clothing  the  Army”.  $400  =  120  Pounds.  HUNDNED 
error  in  top  border  again,  DOLLAR8  (instead  of  DOL¬ 
LARS)  in  upper  left  border,  period  instead  of  comma 
after  Silver.  No.  1726.  Fine  or  bctJer  for  the  note, 
bright,  vivid,  clean,  but  paper  aged,  top  border  irregu¬ 
lar  and  close  (looking,  like  many  of  these  tissue- 
paper  notes,  as  though  the  shears  could  only  tear 
rather  than  cut  clean  when  the  sheet  was  being  cut 
up),  left  border  frayed  affecting  some  of  the  typo 
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spots  and  ornaments  but  no  letters.  Extremely  rare, 
unpriced  in  Newman,  partly  because  these  were  worth 
forty  times  as  much  as  other  Virginia  notes  (the 
legends  omit  the  usual  “at  the  rate  of  One  of  Forty”) 
and  were  redeemed  at  once  in  the  purchase  of  tobacco, 
which  was  Virginia's  preferred  barter  exchange  or 
“country  pay,”  which  tobacco  was  used  for  paying  the 
suppliers  of  uniforms.  We  have  seen  less  than  eight 
of  all  denominations  taken  together  of  this  extremely 
rare  issue,  only  one  other  besides  the  present  note  in 
this  denomination  (no.  316,  pictured  in  the  old  Wayte 
Raymond  Standard  Paper  Money  Catalogue).  No  auc¬ 
tion  record;  none  in  the  existensive  Clarke  collection, 
none  seen  in  exhibits  in  many  years.  One  of  the  rarest 
and  most  historically  interesting  of  all  Virginia  issues. 

546  March  1,  1781.  $750  =  225  POUNS  (sic;  in  left  order)  - 

183j  Spanish  Milled  Dollars.  Error  Dill  for  Bill.  Thick 
paper.  No.  7450.  Fine,  bright,  vivid,  partly  crisp  but 
with  one  plain  central  fold  plus  small  splits  at  r. 
edge;  sliver  off  upper  r.  corner,  not  significantly  affect¬ 
ing  design;  much  better  looking  than  it  sounds.  Third 
signature  looks  like  J.  Webb,  not  B.  Webb  as  in  New¬ 
man,  the  script  wholly  unlike  the  B.  Webb  signature 
on  p.  344  -  therefore  an  unlisted  signer. 

Two  Ex.  Rare  Uncut  Colonial  Sheets 
South  Carolina  Dec.  23,  1776 

547  A  Uncut  partial  sheet,  $2-3-4  (twice),  backs  left,  faces 

right,  unnumbered,  sgd.  Dart  &  Wakefield;  the  top  1. 
and  r.  subjects,  evidently  removed  long  ago,  must  have 
been  $20’s,  and  may  never  have  been  on  this  sheet 
when  it  left  Peter  Timothy’s  print  shop  in  Charles- 
Town  early  in  1777  (note  that  only  2,000  twenties 
were  issued  compared  to  10,000  of  each  of  the  other 
denominations).  Folded  between  subjects  as  usual,  but 
nevertheless  crisp,  brilliant,  vivid  and  choice;  four 
small  pin  holes;  splendid  display  piece,  suitable  for 
framing.  Relatively  few  of  these  sheets  are  left,  most 
having  been  cut  up  long  ago  for  the  individual  de¬ 
nominations.  First  of  these  sheets  we  have  seen  in 
many  years. 

548  April  10,  1778.  Uncut  four-subject  sheet.  2s6d,  5s  left 

column;  3s9d,  10s  right  column.  No.  809  of  30,000 
printed,  over  99.9%  of  which  were  cut  up  at  the  time. 
Sgd.  Beale  and  Peronneau.  Crisp,  vividly  printed,  but 
paper  aged,  signatures  at  left  faded,  lower  left  corner 
off  (not  affecting  design),  upper  left  corner  torn  and 
frayed  but  everything  present;  good  margins,  that  at 
right  wider.  Extremely  rare,  less  than  five  similar 
sheets  seen  in  all,  only  one  of  which  has  to  our  know- 
edge  appeared  at  auction,  (no.  9456,  lot  1834.  J. 
Douglas  Ferguson  collection,  in  Jan.  1957  Waldorf 
Sale). 

RARE  EARLY  COPPER  MINT  ERRORS 
FROM  THE  DR.  CONWAY  BOLT  COLLECTION 

Dr.  Conway  Bolt  was  long  known  as  one  of  the  major  special¬ 
ists  in  mint  errors,  various  groups  of  these  fascinating  pieces 
usually  winning  prizes  at  conventon  exhbits  during  the  1950’s. 
One  of  the  most  curious  segments  of  his  collection  is  a  group  of 
copper  mint  errors  of  the  1795-98  period.  It  has  long  been  known 
that  these  were  among  the  Mint’s  darkest  years,  copper  being 
so  expensive  that  until  George  Washington  ordered  a  reduction 
in  the  cent  weight  every  cent  cost  more  than  its  face  value  to 
produce;  rolling  equipment  was  continually  breaking  down,  so 
that  planchets  were  variable  in  thickness  and  sometimes  the  Mint 


had  to  use  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  tokens  for  planchets,  or  cut 
them  down  to  make  half-cents,  in  addition  to  cutting  down  off- 
center  of  misstruck  cents  to  make  the  smaller  denomination. 
Many  freak  cents  were  allowed  to  leave  the  Mint  because  the 
expense  and  technical  difficulty  of  remelting  them,  rolling  the 
ingots  into  strip  and  cutting  blanks  for  making  new  ones  was  too 
much  for  the  floundering  institution.  As  a  result,  there  are  more 
mint  error  cents  known  of  the  date  1795  and  1797  than  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  large  cent  period  1793-1857  put  together.  Dr. 
Bolt  assembled  a  representative  collection  of  the  various  types  of 
copper  errors  of  this  period — clips,  offcenters,  double-struck  and 
triple-struck  coins  (including  flip-flop  strikings,  in  which  the 
already-struck  coin  was  few  back  into  the  press  the  wrong  way). 
Before  his  day  only  one  other  collector  of  these  was  on  record — 
Henry  Clay  Hines,  from  whose  collection  many  of  these  are 
believed  to  have  come. 

In  recent  years  only  the  Cr.  Charles  Ruby  collection  has 
been  offered,  but  this  Dr.  Bolt  group  is  more  comprehensive  by 
far  and  contains  several  even  more  spectacular  mint  errors. 

HALF  CENTS 

EXTREMELY  RARE,  HITHERTO  UNRECORDED, 

CONDITION  CENSUS  HALF  CENT 
1795  GILBERT  6  THICK  PLANCHET  WITH  DOUBLE  CLIP 

551  1795.  HALF  CENTS,  (i.  e.  spring  1796).  Plain  edge,  no 

pole,  thick  planchet;  usual  break  from  first  T  of 
STATES  diagonally  downwards  to  R,  with  lighter 
branches  at  RIC  Gilbert  6.  Date  weak  though  legible, 
Half  CENT  weak  with  H  LF  N  bold,  the  rest  faint — 
usually  these  words  cannot  be  made  out  even  on  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  coins.  Other  detail  sharp  enough  to  justify 
a  grade  of  Extremely  Fine  of  better,  surfaces  of  sim¬ 
ilar  level  though  as  always  very  granular;  traces  of  what 
may  possibly  be  overstriking;  light  olive  with  faint 
rosy  overtones,  similar  to  many  1795  Sheldon  76b  and 
78  cents  at  the  EF  to  AU  grade  level,  struck  on  the 
same  lot  of  blanks  as  the  present  coin.  Two  mint  clips, 
not  affecting  any  lettering  or  device,  about  Y  and 
space  right  and  opposite  bust  point.  V.  Rare  (R-6)  as 
a  subvariety,  extremely  rare  as  a  double  clip  and  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  grade  for  this  subvariety,  which  normally 
comes  in  very  low  grades.  The  Condition  Census  in¬ 
cludes  the  following: 

1.  D.  S.  Wilson,  John  H.  Clapp,  Eliasberg.  AU-50. 

2.  Zabriskie  901  (1909),  untraced,  nearly  AU-50 
from  illustration. 

3.  Brobston,  Van  Roden  106.  EF-45. 

4.  The  present  coin. 

5.  Ryder  273,  also  EF. 

There  are  three  other  claimants  to  Ex.  Fine  grade  (the 
Morris,  Parsons  and  Maming  coins)  which  we  have 
not  had  the  opportunity  to  examine,  plus  the  R.  L. 
Miles  coin,  overstruck  on  a  cent,  nearly  EF  but  cleaned. 
It  is  likely  that  these  other  claimants  account  for  the 
Zabriskie,  Brobston  and  Ryder  coins.  In  any  event,  the 
present  example,  hitherto  unrecorded,  qualifies  in  the 
Condition  Census  and  acquires  additional  importance 
as  a  double  clip.  (Photo)  ($1,200.-1,600J 

552  1795.  Another  Gilbert  6,  this  one  also  on  a  thick  planchet, 

fed  back  into  the  cent  press  after  striking,  receiving  an 
impression  of  Y  and  part  of  profile  on  rev.  (affecting 
AMERICA  and  part  of  wreath),  and  an  impression  of 
AMERI  and  part  of  wreath  on  obv.  (affecting  profile). 
The  cent  dies  are  identifiable  as  Sheldon  76b.  The  half 
cent  has  clear  date,  part  of  CENT  visible,  Half  weak¬ 
ened  to  invisibility  by  die  falure  along  the  break;  it 
will  grade  better  than  VG  though  wth  a  small  deep 
dig  at  BE.  Very  rare.  (Photo)  ($300.-400.) 
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553  1797.  Cenlered  Head,  Gilbert  3.  Normally  struck,  then 

somehow  the  struck  piece  found  its  way  into  the  cent 
press  and  was  impressed  with  the  dies  or  either  1797 
S-I20  or  121 — all  that  can  be  identified  is  MER  from 
the  cent  reverse  which  matches  rev.  A  of  1787  more 
closely  than  anything  else.  Dentilation  of  the  cent  ob¬ 
verse  obliterates  date  and  much  of  bust  of  half-cent. 
Remainder  of  outline  of  obv.  device  clear  as  are  LIB¬ 
ERTY  UN  and  part  of  2  of  fraction — and  that  is  all, 
aside  from  the  crack  through  UN  generally  found  on 
this  variety.  Very  rare,  especially  when  both  Ihe  half- 
ccut  and  the  cent  dies  art  identifiable.  More  spectacular 
than  Ruby  206.  (Photo)  ($300.-400.) 

554  N.  D.  (1825-36)  Blank  planchet  for  half  cent,  second  pro¬ 

cess.  Extremely  Fine  or  better,  granular  as  usual,  some¬ 
what  lustrous.  No  significant  nicks,  dents  or  scratches. 
Identifiable  as  of  this  period  because  the  raised  lip 
produced  by  the  upsetting  process,  is  very  narrow,  un¬ 
like  that  on  the  1840-57  series — identified  by  ex¬ 
amination  of  several  off-center  half  cents  from  both 
periods.  Exceedingly  rare,  the  first  blank  planchet  of 
this  type  we  have  seen,  compared  to  possibly  five  or 
six  blanks  of  the  1840-57  type,  and  many  dozens  of 
large  cent  planchets  of  the  later  period.  ($150.-250.) 

LARGE  CENTS 

555  1794.  Sheldon  22.  Double  struck,  one  impression  normal, 

the  second  about  %  off  center  in  K-2,  producing  two 
caps,  two  sets  of  flowing  tresses,  1  and  fragments  of 
79  of  one  date  and  a  more  than  half  complete  im¬ 
pression  of  the  second  date,  LIBE  and  part  of  R,  one 
complete  obv.  device  and  traces  of  the  second  pofile 
at  neck.  Reverse  is  too  weakened  by  die  failure  (the 
well-known  mounds)  and  too  worn  to  be  made  out  in 
much  detail,  but  parts  of  two  wreaths  (at  knots)  are 
present.  Obverse  will  grade  better  than  VG,  but  the 
coin’s  interest  is  in  its  mint  error  status,  not  its  grade. 
Far  rarer  on  1794  than  on  1795-98,  the  more  so  in 
that  parts  of  both  dates  show.  (Photo)  ($100.-150.) 

A  SPECTACULAR  MINT  ERROR 
DOUBLE  STRUCK  1795  CENT 

556  1795.  S— 76b.  Very  Good-10.  EF  rough,  especially  so  upon 

the  reverse,  which  is  almost  completely  encrusted  with 
some  very  heavy  dark  green  verdigris.  A  spectacular 
flip-over  double  strike,  showing  OF  AMERICA  and 
parts  of  wreath  at  r.  obv.,  and  conversely,  the  rev. 
with  parts  of  ERTY  showing  above  STATES  OF.  The 
double  striking  has  broadened  the  flan  to  30mm.  An 
absolutely  incredible  and  presumably  unique  early  mint 
error  of  extreme  interest.  A  real  show  piece  and  as 
such  worth  of  a  good  price.  Ex  B.  Max  Mehl  (in  the 
original  small  Mehl  box),  Charles  Fisher  (Cleveland, 
Ohio)  auction  sale,  January  1946,  Dr.  Charles  L.  Ruby. 

(Photo)  ($300.-up) 

557  1795.  S— 76b.  Double  struck,  one  impression  about  1/10 

off  center  in  about  K-5'/2,  the  other  about  %  off 
center  in  K-9,  producing  two  complete  profiles  about 
Ye"  apart  and  parallel,  almost  full  LIBERTY  of  one 
impression  and  part  of  TY  of  the  other,  795  of  one 
date  and  5  of  the  other.  ONE  CENT  shows  once, 
parts  of  right  branch  twice,  OF  once,  no  other  legends. 
Some  details  VG,  remainder  weaker  as  struck.  Very 
rare.  (Photo)  ($150.-250.) 

558  1787.  S-121b.  “Rev.  of  1796”.  Double  struck,  one  im¬ 

pression  slightly  off  center  in  about  K-6'/i,  producing 
two  LIBERTYs  but  only  one  date  and  one  profile; 
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parts  of  ONE  CENT  and  wreath  can  be  made  out, 
remainder  too  worn  to  tell,  though  obv.  grades  good. 

Rare.  (Photo)  ($200.-300.) 

559  1797  Cent.  S-139,  broken  obv.  die.  Double  struck,  the  two 

strikings  about  1/16"  to  Vfc"  linearly  displaced  though 
both  are  fully  on  flan,  producing  two  busts  and  pro¬ 
file  (both  clear),  two  LIBERTYs,  two  full  dates,  two 
wreaths,  two  inscriptions.  Close  to  Fine  in  terms  of 
wear,  no  serious  nicks  or  scratches,  surfaces  (mostly  a 
warm  reddish  brown)  suggesting  a  higher  grade;  pro¬ 
bably  a  little  better  than  Fine  but  (as  usual  with  this 
class  of  double  strike)  the  impressions  are  partly  jutally 
obliterative.  Similar  in  overall  appearance  to  lots  667 
and  668  of  the  Dr.  Ruby  sale,  but  more  of  the  doubled 
devices  and  lettering  show.  (Photo)  ($200.-300.) 

560  1797.  S-139.  Triple  struck,  one  impression  (probably  the 

last  one)  slightly  off  center  in  K-10,  another  about 
y3  off  center  in  about  K-2  and  oriented  nearly  150° 
away,  leaving  a  second  profile  and  LI  TY  behind  low 
curls  and  across  drapery,  with  1  of  date  faintly  near  L. 
The  third  impression  was  more  than  half  off  center  in 
about  K-9,  oriented  about  180°  away,  leaving  1  of 
date  (faintly)  in  field  near  P,  back  curls,  ribbon,  back 
and  top  of  head,  in  r.  field,  with  parts  of  RTP  near 
date.  Traces  of  the  three  corresponding  rev.  impres¬ 
sions  are  visible  leaving  an  amazing  jumble,  all  three 
ribbons  showing  with  other  parts  of  wreath,  ERICA 
showing  above  STATE  OF  merging  with  UN,  ST  and 
leaves  above  AM,  etc.  Very  Good  or  better  for  the 
coin,  some  details  nearer  to  Fine,  others  weaker  as 
struck;  medium  steel  and  a  variety  of  darker  brown 
shades,  a  little  local  porosity.  Dr.  Ruby  had  nothing 
like  this.  Exceedingly  rare.  (Photo)  ($200.-300.) 

561  1797.  S-140.  Off  center  a  little  over  5%  in  K-10,  broad 

border  lower  r.  obv.,  showing  the  outer  edge  of  the 
die;  most  of  LIB  off  flan  as  are  most  of  UITED  and 
fraction.  Good  or  better,  porous,  most  of  the  local 
weaknesses  due  to  advanced  die  failures  common  to 
this  variety  (more  than  in  the  S-139).  (Photo) 

($75.-125.) 

EXTRAORDINARY  MAJOR  MINT  ERROR 

562  1797.  S-140,  this  one  qualifying  as  one  of  the  most  spec¬ 

tacular  multiple  strikes  ever  reported.  Obv.  shows,  in 

addition  to  the  bust,  ERTY  and  17,  impressions  of  two 
reverses,  one  represented  by  more  than  half  of  wreath, 
most  of  ONE  CENT,  MERICA  denominator  (close  to 
eye),  and  NITE,  the  other  (weaker  and  probably  the 
first  impression  onto  this  planchet)  represented  by 
RICA  (at  (B)ERT,  the  final  A  plainest  between  RT), 
fraction  (at  Y),  left  ribbon  and  part  of  UNIT,  plus 
what  is  apparently  first  S  near  7,  together  with  faint 
outlines  of  CEN  on  throat  and  jaw  below  the  stronger 
CENT  earlier  mentioned.  Reverse  shows  parts  of  three 
borders  in  addition  to  most  of  a  normal  wreath,  TED 
STATES — MERICA,  fraction  and  ONE  CENT;  in  one 
of  the  borders  above  ICA  and  below  fraction  are 
traces  of  tops  of  BERTY,  and  profile  of  neck,  chin, 
lips  and  nose  can  be  seen  interrupting  left  wreath, 
this  obv.  impression  obviously  off  center  and  evidently 
different  from  the  one  represented  by  tops  of  BERTY 
above.  Many  details  Fine,  a  few  stronger,  others  weaker 
as  struck,  medium  to  dark  brown  surfaces  suggesting  at 
least  Fine  grade  though  with  some  light  roughness 
and  some  rev.  pit  marks.  Originally  from  an  unidenti¬ 
fied  collector  using  initials  C.L.C.,  about  1933,  as 
accompanying  the  coin  is  his  own  handwritten  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  triple  striking,  headed  “Freak  U-  S-  Cent — 
1797  or  ‘98 — Triple  Struck”  followed  by  14  lines  of 
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diagnosis  correctly  identifying  the  three  impressions, 
tentatively  attributing  the  piece  as  1797  D-104  (i.e.,  S- 
140),  signed  and  dated  3/27/1933;  possibly  some  re¬ 
searcher  in  EAC  may  yet  identify  C.L.C.  as  the  prob¬ 
able  source  of  all  the  double  and  triple  strikes  in  the 
auction  from  which  Dr.  Ruby  bought  this-  Ex  Charles 
Fisher  auction,  Cleveland,  Jan-  26,  1946.  Extremely 
rare.  (Photo)  ($350.-450.) 

563  1797.  S-141,  the  famous  “Knobless  9”,  R-5  formerly  R-6). 

Double  strike,  the  two  impressions  almost  normally 
centered,  one  rotated  about  15°,  179797,  two  busts, 
two  profiles,  STATAESESOFOFAMERECICA,  two 
ONE  CENTs  complete,  parts  of  two  wreaths,  including 
two  sets  of  the  diagnostic  heavy  clash  marks.  Nearly 
Fine,  possibly  of  higher  grade  considering  that  the  two 
strikings  are  mutually  obliterative;  deep  reddish  brown 
with  other  pleasing  mottlings.  Choice  for  its  grade 
except  the  edges  (not  rims)  show  many  nicks — possibly 
an  attempt  to  simulate  the  Gripped  Edge?  One  of  the 
more  attractive  we  have  seen  of  these  rotated  double 
strikings,  and  the  first  such  we  have  seen  in  this  rare 
variety.  (Photo)  ($200.-300.) 

564  1798.  S-145,  closest  date,  style  1  hair  and  letters.  Flip- 

over  double  strike,  fraction  r.  of  Y,  UNITED  STA 
showing  at  r.  border  and  below  date,  OF  AMERIC 
behind  ribbon  and  on  head,  part  of  wreath  on  head, 
date  clear,  LIBERTY  intact  but  overlapping  with  long 
dentils  of  reverse.  Rev.  Bust  and  profile  within  wreath, 
full  date  overlapping  TAT,  LIBERTY  in  border  above 
MERIC  and  overlapping  CA;  one  of  the  most  nearly 
complete  flipover  double  strikings  we  have  ever  seen. 
Very  Good,  few  details  Fine,  others  weak  as  struck, 
fields  mostly  somewhat  dark  brown,  devices  highlighted 
light  tan,  minor  granularity  but  not  notable  nicks  or 
scratches.  Tiny  pitmark  in  central  reverse,  probably  in 
original  planchet.  Extremely  rare;  Dr.  Ruby  had  only 
two  flipovers,  neither  being  of  this  date,  neither  one 
nearly  so  spectacular.  (Photo)  ($250.-350.) 

565  1798.  S-160.  (High  R-5,  formerly  R-6.)  Double  struck, 

one  impression  normal,  the  other  about  5%  off  center 
in  K-10,  producing  two  virtually  complete  dates,  LIB¬ 
ERTY,  two  busts.  Nearly  complete  duplicated  rev. 
legends  and  branches.  Very  good,  porous.  Similar  over¬ 
all  to  Ruby  667  (obv.)  and  668  (rev.).  First  such  error 
we  have  seen  from  these  rare  dies.  ($150.-250.) 

566  1798.  S-175  (R-4).  About  50%  off  center  in  K-5;  LIB¬ 

ERTY,  head  above  eye,  and  ribbon  off  flan  as  are 
UNITED  ERICA  and  fraction,  everything  else  shows. 
Very  Good,  rev.  much  more  boldly  than  obv.  Very  rare 
so  far  off  center  especially  with  date  showing.  (Photo) 

($200.-300.) 

VERY  RARE  SPECTACULAR 
1803  BROCKAGE  MINT  ERROR 

566A  1803.  S— 247-249.  The  “Mumps”  obverse,  late  state  with 
the  lump  heavy  but  as  yet  without  the  extra  crack  of 
S-249,  in  brockage  form;  rev.  consists  only  of  an 
incuse  impression  of  this  same  obv.,  about  85°  away 
from  normal.  As  no  impression  of  the  rev.  die  is  on 
the  coin,  no  more  accurate  attribution  is  possible.  Either 
extensively  circulated  or  carried  as  a  pocket  piece,  or 
both;  Good  or  better,  the  incuse  side  stronger.  Many 
minor  handling  marks,  nothing  really  serious.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare,  only  the  second  brockage  cent  of  this 
date  we  have  actually  handled,  though  we  have  seen  a 
third  many  years  ago.  (Photo)  ($50—up) 


567  1810/09.  S-281.  Double  strike,  one  impression  normal,  the 

other  about  2/3  off  center  in  K-2  and  rotated  180°, 
showing  two  dates,  two  busts,  and  two  extra  stars  to 
replace  the  two  obliterated  by  the  extra  striking.  A 
planchet  was  in  the  press  below  the  reverse  of  this  coin 
when  the  second  blow  came  from  the  press,  so  that 
a  blank  area  shows  within  STATE  arc  instead  of 
STATE.  (Compare  Ruby  671.)  Few  details  Fine,  mostly 
Very  Good,  somewhat  porous.  Very  rare  for  a  cent 
of  this  period;  all  such  “piggyback”  double  strikings 
are  much  rarer  than  the  usual  kind  in  which  no  extra 
blank  had  been  fed  into  the  press.  (Photo)  ($200.-300.) 

568  1812.  S-290  or  291,  small  date  obverse.  Brockage  of  obv., 

slightly  off  center  in  about  K-9Vi,  slightly  affecting 
left  stars  on  normal  side;  incuse  side  less  so.  Some 
details  VG,  others  Good,  the  incuse  side  better.  Ex¬ 
tremely  rare.  (Photo)  ($150.-250.) 

DOUBLE  STRIKE 

568A  1813.  S-293.  Remarkable  mint  error.  Very  Good,  but  dif¬ 
ficult  to  grade  because  its  double  struck —  apparently 
only  on  obverse.  The  first  (partial)  impression  with 
nearly  full  date,  1913,  has  the  appearance  of  a  ghostly 
undertype;  it  was  enough  of  a  blow  to  compress  the 
metal  so  that  the  second  strike  did  not  take  well — 
especially  in  the  region  of  Ms.  Liberty’s  head.  The 
coin  has  two  dates,  about  110°  apart.  Uniform  char¬ 
coal  gray  with  porous  surfaces.  Ex.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

($150.-up) 

569  1814.  S-294,  crosslet  4.  Slightly  off  center  in  K-3,  8th  to 

11th  stars  partly  off  flan  as  are  OF  AMERI.  Very 
Good.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

570  1814.  Plain  4,  S-295.  Partial  double  strike  (die  chatter?), 

plainest  at  STATES  and  AM;  a  blank  was  in  the  press 
partly  off  center,  above  obverse,  its  edge  affecting 
lower  stars  and  top  of  date.  Some  details  Very  Fine, 
others  weaker  as  struck,  more  like  Very  Good.  Un¬ 
usual  and  rare.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

571  1817.  Newcomb  6.  Mint  clip  at  3:00  to  4:00  (about  8%) 

above  11th  and  12th  stars,  affecting  tops  of  MER. 
Some  details  Fine,  others  VG  plus,  reddish  brown. 

(Photo)  ($35.-50.) 

572  1826.  N-5.  About  off  center  in  K-2,  parts  of  8th  to 

12th  stars  and  much  of  MERICA  off  flan.  Good  to 
VG,  dark  green  patina,  no  serious  nicks  or  dents,  clean 
for  its  grade.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

573  1833/2.  N-4.  Almost  off  center  in  K-5  so  that  date  and 

parts  of  1st  and  11th  stars  and  all  of  12th  and  13th  are 
off  flan,  as  are  TATES  OF  and  most  of  S  and  A. 
Nevertheless,  absolutely  identifiable  as  this  variety  by 
remaining  positional  criteria  and  die  breaks.  Nearly 
Fine,  light  brown.  (Photo)  ($60.-90.) 

574  1835  Head  of  ’34,  small  date  and  stars.  N-2.  About  5% 

off  center  in  K-8,  full  date  and  stars,  tops  of  D 
STATES  off  flan.  Planchet  defective  near  borders  as 
made.  Fine  or  better,  few  details  nearer  to  VF,  sur¬ 
faces  more  like  Fine,  chocolate  brown.  A  very  scarce 
type.  (Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

575  1839.  N-ll.  Booby  head.  About  Vs  off  center  in  K-5  VS, 

so  that  date,  1st  and  11th  to  13th  stars  are  off  flan 
as  are  part  of  TS,  most  of  TES  and  all  of  OF  and  part 
of  AM;  the  reverse  enables  absolute  identification. 
Very  Good,  few  details  bolder,  others  weaker  as 

struck.  This  date  does  not  often  come  in  error  form. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 
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576  1847.  N-10.  A  little  over  Vs  off  center  in  K-5'/5,  so 

that  most  of  dale  and  13th  star  are  off  flan  as  are 
most  of  STATES  OF.  Absolutely  identified  by  the 
dot  at  corner  of  mouth  and  the  rev.  die  file  marks. 
Sonic  details  Ex.  Fine,  others  Very  Fine,  irregular 
striking  quality  as  usual  on  these  off  centers,  light 
brown,  small  edge  dent.  (Photo)  ($50.-75.) 

577  1848.  Either  N-8  perfect  die  or  N-33  perfect  die  (not 

enough  remains  on  flan  for  certainty).  Almost  40% 
of  center  in  K-5,  so  that  date  is  off  flan  as  well  as 
1st,  12th  and  13th  stars  and  most  of  2nd,  as  are  top 
of  wreath  and  STATES  OF  A.  Obv.  identified  by  the 
crack  on  neck  which  is  constant  and  diagnostic;  rev. 
does  not  have  the  crumbling  of  N-21,  which  leaves 
perfect  die  states  of  N-8,  33  and  one  unlisted. 
Better  than  Very  Fine,  some  details  nearer  to  EF, 
light  brown,  few  light  planchet  defects.  (Photo) 

($150.-200.) 

578  N.  D.  (1844-57).  Almost  50%  off  center  in  K-5  (A,  so 

that  date,  first  and  last  stars,  and  most  of  2nd 
and  12th  are  off  flan,  as  are  top  of  wreath  and 
STATES  OF  AM.  Uncirculated,  light  olive  faded  from 
mint  color;  traces  of  mint  red  around  letters  and 
leaves.  Exceptional  condition  for  one  of  these.  (Photo) 

($200.-300.) 

579  N.  D.  (1844-57).  Almost  half  off  center  in  K-8,  so  that 

date,  first  four  and  last  stars  and  TED  STATES  OF 
are  off  flan.  Fine;  vulgar  alteration  on  reverse,  first 
off-center  we  have  seen  bearing  this  ancient  jokes. 

(Photo)  ($75.-100.) 

INDIAN  CENTS  IN  MINT  ERROR  FORM 

580  1863.  About  Vs  off  center  in  K-lD/i.  All  legends  on  flan 

though  tops  of  TES  affected  as  are  ribbon  and  end  of 
stem.  Very  Fine.  Very  scarce  as  are  all  copper-nickel 
cents  in  error  form.  (Photo)  ($50.-75.) 

581  1868.  Nearly  Vs  off  center  in  K-4,  so  that  most  of  date 

and  AMERICA  are  off  flan,  two  lowest  feather  tips 
affected.  Plain  die  crack  into  wreath.  More  or  less  VG, 
rev.  stronger  than  obv.  LI  and  tops  of  BERTY  visible. 
Identifiable  as  of  this  year  by  the  shape  of  1  in  date 
(which  would  narrow  it  down  to  1867  or  1868, 
different  from  all  other  l’s  in  the  1859-86  Type  1 
period)  and  by  the  spacing  of  18  (which  differs  slightly 
from  the  1867  but  matches  other  1868’s).  Off  centers 
are  very  rare  in  this  period.  (Photo)  ($50.-75.) 

582  1873.  Closed  3.  About  Vs  off  center  in  K-2,  so  that  S  of 

AM  and  parts  of  adjacent  letters  and  some  feather 
tips  are  off  flan.  Good  or  better.  (Photo)  ($50.-75.) 

583  1901.  Slightly  off  center  in  about  K-10 V2,  affecting  only 

borders.  Fine,  very  light  scratches.  (Photo)  ($40.-65.) 

584  1907.  About  Ms  off  center  in  K-7,  affecting  bases  of  190 

and  tops  of  UN;  other  details  intact  though  unevenly 
struck.  Obv.  VG,  rev.  Fine;  light  scratches,  pinpoint 
nicks.  (Photo)  ($35.-50.) 

CENTS  OF  1793 
RARE  CHAIN  AMERI 

585  1793.  Sheldon  1  (Ptarity  4).  Crosby  1-A.  The  famous 

Chain,  AMERI;  Wide  Date.  Good  to  Very  Good, 
although  in  terms  of  actual  wear,  this  piece  displays 
the  sharpness  of  VF  or  thereabouts,  with  the  reverse 
bolder  than  obverse  as  usual.  The  surfaces  on  both 
sides  are  evenly  rough,  diffusing  the  details  somewhat. 


less  so  upon  the  rev.  With  the  bold  reverse  displayed 
uppermost,  this  makes  a  very  acceptable  specimen  for 
the  Type  collector,  Ex.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  die  state,  showing  the  bulges  at  1  in  date 
and  lightly  over  U  in  UNITED,  but  without  the  crack 
conecting  the  tops  of  PLATE. 

586  1793.  S-2  (R-4).  C.  I-C.  Chain,  AMERICA;  Wide  Date. 

Obv.  Good-6.  Rev.  Fine.  A  rather  attractive  cent  that 
would  otherwise  he  of  Fine  or  better  sharpness,  with 
bold  head  and  LIBERTY,  Date  discernible,  but  the 
surfaces  have  been  lightly  burnished  in  an  attempt  to 
minimize  light  porosity.  Really  a  nice  Type  coin, 
and  by  a  small  margin,  the  rarest  collectible  variety 
of  the  Chain  cents.  Ex.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

587  1793.  S-3  (R-3).  C.  3-C.  Chain,  AMERICA;  The  Leaning 

R.  Good-7.  Overall  sharpness  of  VG  8-10  grade  with 
everything  legible,  though  some  areas  of  legends  slight¬ 
ly  weak,  central  details  bold.  Struck  upon  a  porous 
flan  showing  the  usual  light  handling  marks,  including 
a  couple  of  pinpoint  nicks  within  the  Chain  on  rev. 
Ex.  Ruby,  originally  Chapman.  (Photo) 

Mint  Clip 

588  1793.  Another  S-3.  Good-7,  some  details  fully  VG,  but 

with  a  shallow  depressed  area  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  temple 
(possibly  in  the  original  planchet),  together  with  a 
dramatic  mint  clip  on  edge  between  9:00  and  10:00. 
The  central  rev.  weakness  is  from  the  buckling.  At¬ 
tractive  mottlings  of  dark  and  lighter  chocolate  brown 
patina,  the  surfaces  relatively  clean  for  the  grade. 
Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

589  1793.  S-4  (R-4).  C.  4-C.  Chain;  Periods  after  date  and 

LIBERTY.  Very  Good-8,  though  with  the  full  sharp¬ 
ness  of  VF,  but  the  obverse  rims  banged  up  and  with 
a  couple  of  horizontal  nicks  near  center;  rev.  some¬ 
what  more  bold  and  slightly  cleaner,  though  N  in  ONE 
with  light  scratches  from  removal  of  verdigris  which 
engulfed  that  letter.  Dark  steel-brown  patina.  A  very 
acceptable  specimen.  Certainly  the  second  most  sought 
after  of  the  Chain  cents,  and  second  rarest  of  the  col¬ 
lectibles,  according  to  Dr.  Sheldon.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 
Early  die  state,  before  the  breaks  developed. 

590  1793.  Another  S-4.  Sharpness  of  VG  or  better,  the  obverse 

rather  softly  struck  up  on  head  as  usual,  although 
peripheral  details  are  quite  bold;  central  portion  of 
rev.  much  stronger,  as  is  often  the  case.  The  surfaces 
are  lightly  pitted  throughout,  and  the  edges  on  either 
side  show  some  light  bruises,  though  none  are  really 
prominent  enough  to  require  detailed  description.  Ex 
Ruby.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  die  state,  with  forked  breaks  emerging  at 
right  angles  from  the  rim  behind  and  below  curls,  one 
reaching  towards  1  in  date. 

WREATH  CENTS 

SECOND  FINEST  COLLECTIBLE  1793  CENT, 
SHELDON-6 

591  1793.  S-6  (R-3).  C.  7-F.  Wreath  type;  Vine  and  Bars 

edge.  The  Sprung  Die;  Small  (heavy)  Bow.  Mint  State- 
60,  and  choice.  Splendid  surfaces  displaying  a  lustrous 
light  chocolate  and  olive  brown  gloss,  obviously  wholly 
faded  down  from  the  original  color,  as  traces  of  mint 
red  still  adhere  in  and  around  the  devices  on  either 
side,  especially  upon  the  lovely  reverse.  An  excellent 
bold  impression  for  this  variety,  the  very  slight  weak¬ 
ness  on  curls  being  the  result  of  the  usual  failure  of 
the  coining  press  to  strike  up  the  design  in  full  relief, 
and  should  definitely  not  be  confused  with  wear; 
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obv.  slightly  off  center  to  the  right,  the  rev.  perfectly 
centered.  Second  finest  in  collectors'  hands,  tied  with 
the  Brand  coin  for  honors  of  third  finest  in  all;  sur¬ 
passed  only  by  the  Dr.  Hall-Beckwith-Hines-Dr. 
French-T.  J.  Clarke  specimen  and  the  Bement-Ells- 
worth  example,  the  latter  coin  permanently  impounded 
in  ANS.  A  beautiful  cent,  truly  a  delight  to  behold, 
offering  a  spectacular  opportunity  for  both  the  special¬ 
ists  and  Type  collectors  alike.  Ex.  C.  David  Pierce 
collection,  Abe  Kosoff  (October  23,  1947),  Roy  E. 

Naftzger  collection  (New  Netherlands  64th  sale,  No¬ 
vember  14-15,  1973,  lot  #327).  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  the  bulge  now  a  plain  bisecting  crack, 
the  break  at  TED  plain  with  faint  extensions  through 
UNI  and  to  border. 

592  1793.  Another  S-6.  Very  Good.  This  cent  is  nearly  Fine- 

12  in  actual  sharpness  but  struck  upon  a  poorly  an¬ 
nealed  planchet  that  shows  a  number  of  shallow  lami¬ 
nations  on  both  sides,  the  only  really  serious  one  being 
a  5mm.  chip  out  of  the  flan  affecting  the  final  two 
digits  of  date;  one  plain  edge  nick  at  10:00  o’clock 
on  obv.,  together  with  a  couple  of  tiny  ones  on  either 
side.  Medium  brown  patina,  mingled  with  a  few 
widely  scattered  touches  of  russet  verdigris.  Ex.  Ruby. 

(Photo) 

Early  die  state,  the  break  at  TED  faint. 

593  1793.  S-9  (R-2).  C.  9-H.  Wreath  type;  Vine  and  Bars 

edge.  The  Horizontal  Stem;  Large  Round  Bow.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine-40  in  terms  of  actual  sharpness,  although 
the  surfaced  display  an  even,  light  granularity  with 
some  scattered  pinpoint  roughness  on  the  reverse;  dark 
steel-brown  patina.  Nicely  centered  and  struck,  both 
sides  about  equally  bold.  Unusually  free  of  any  signs 
of  abrasions,  save  for  one  or  two  barely  discernible 
rim  nicks  upon  the  reverse.  Overall,  a  rather  choice 
example  of  this  extremely  popular  Type  coin.  Ex. 

Bitler,  later  resold  by  a  dealer  without  mention  of  its 
prior  pedigree.  Ruby’s  VF  brought  2,500.  (Photo) 

594  1793.  Another  S-9.  Very  Good.  This  boldly  struck  cent 

displays  the  sharpness  of  at  least  Fine,  though  some 
details  are  fully  suggestive  of  VF,  but  the  surfaces  are 
evenly  rough  and  there  is  a  tiny  rim  nick  or  two  on 
either  side.  Dark  brown  and  deep  russet  color,  very 
natural  in  appearance.  Overall  a  rather  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  extremely  popular  rarity.  (Photo) 

595  1793.  A  third  S-9.  Strictly  Very  Good,  evenly  worn, 

showing  the  usual  light  signs  of  handling  as  expected 
with  this  grade,  including  a  few  tiny  rim  bruises  of 
no  real  consequence.  Light  mottled  brown  patina,  with 
traces  of  artificial  red  color  adhering  around  the  de¬ 
vices  from  an  old  cleaning.  One  for  the  date  or  Type 
collectors.  Ex.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Very  advanced  state  of  the  reverse  die,  with  the  swell¬ 
ing  and  breaks  obliterating  much  of  the  lower  right 
wreath. 

FOURTH  FINEST  KNOWN  CROSBY  10-1 

596  1793.  S-10  (R-4).  Crosby  10-1.  Wreath,  Injured  Rim; 

period  after  legend.  A.U.  Except  in  central  obverse, 
sharpness  varies  from  55  to  60;  central  obv.  looks 
more  like  grade  45  and  possibly  has  this  appearance 
at  least  in  part  from  imperfect  striking,  similar  to 
many  examples  of  S— 1 1 ,  Reddish  brown  color,  partly 
from  a  coat  of  wax  imparted  in  recent  months,  and  in 
this  instance  we  would  recommend  its  removal  with  601 

CARE  or  some  other  inert  solvent,  as  the  rev.  sur¬ 
faces  were  formerly  those  of  better  than  60  grade.  Obv. 
shows  a  minute  rim  dent  outside  the  beads  above  RE; 


the  equally  minute  pockmark  left  of  one  of  the  topmost 
locks  was  in  the  planchet  before  striking.  Splendid 
and  still  ranking  as  fourth  finest  in  the  Condition 
Census  of  this  rare  variety.  Ex  Virgil  Brand  estate, 
Homer  K.  Downing,  1952  ANA  Convention  sale,  Dr. 
W.  H.  Sheldon,  R.  E.  Naftzger.  (Photo) 

597  1793.  S-l  la.  High  R— 5.  C.  1 1— J,  Vine  and  Bars  edge; 

last  of  cent  variety  showing  this  edge,  immediately 
identifiable  by  vertical  left  leaf.  VF-20,  sharpness 
somewhat  better  but  with  patches  of  rough  patina 
from  brick-red  to  dark  brown,  locally  overlying  the 
basic  medium  steel  planchet  with  its  usual  light  nearly 
uniform  granularity;  a  couple  of  minor  rim  nicks  on 
either  side.  Excellent  example  of  a  rarity  seldom  seen 
above  VG.  (Photo) 

598  1793.  S-13  (R-4).  C.  12-L.  The  usually-seen  Liberty  Cap 

with  two  dots  above  1,  and  triple  leaf  at  O.  Good-5. 
The  surfaces  are  slightly  rough,  apparently  the  result 
of  the  soft  copper  alloy  used  in  these  planchets,  which 
made  this  particularly  variety  susceptible  to  surface 
erosion,  as  over  95%  of  the  known  survivors  are  in 
a  similar  state  of  preservation.  Identifiable  by  a  light 
pin-scratch  from  rim  between  LI  to  top  of  head, 
curving  up  at  a  right  angle  to  rim  over  Y.  This  is 
an  attractive  and  thoroughly  acceptable  example  of 
this  extremely  popular  Type  coin.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  KNOWN  EXAMPLES 
OF  THE  1793  LIBERTY  CAP  CENT.  SHELDON  14 

599  1793.  S-14  (R-5).  C.  13-L.  The  rare  Liberty  Cap.  The 

Bisecting  Crack.  Very  Fine-30  or  thereabouts,  with 
all  details  bold.  Attractive  reddish-steel  surfacs  re¬ 
taining  a  lovely  natural  gloss.  Well  struck  upon  a 
planchet  showing  some  of  the  typical  light  granularity 
invariably  found  on  these,  though  only  visible  under 
glass.  Either  side  with  a  tiny  rim  nick  or  two,  nothing 
of  any  consequence  or  worthy  of  detailed  description. 
Until  several  finer  ones  came  out  of  hiding  from 
Europe  within  recent  years,  this  was  long  considered 
to  be  the  second  finest  known,  only  surpassed  by  the 
Windsor-Dr.  French-Sternberg-Clapp  coin  impounded 
in  ANS.  However,  this  still  ranks  within  the  current 
Condition  Census  of  55-55-45-35-30,  being  tied  with 
several  others  for  sixth  finest  known,  and  therefore, 
one  of  the  more  important  examples  extant  of  this 
very  rare  variety.  Ex  Henry  Clay  Miller  collection 
(Thomas  L.  Elder,  1917,  lot  #644),  Henry  C.  Hines 
(1943),  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  Roy  E.  Naftzger  col¬ 
lection,  (New  Netherlands  64th  sale,  November  14-15, 
1973,  lot  #336).  The  1964  ANA  specimen  VF  30 
realized  $4,200  10  years  ago.  (Photo) 

Edge  lettering  reads  obverse  up  (compare  next  lot). 

600  1793.  Another  S-14.  Good-5.  LIBERTY  bold,  date  weaker 
characteristic  on  this  variety),  everything  else  clear 
and  readable.  Dark  steel-brown  color,  surfaces  with 
the  typical  minute  roughness  inherently  found  on  the 
Liberty  Cap  cents.  A  very  pleasant  appearing  coin 
for  the  specialists.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Edge  lettering  reads  reverse  up. 

CENTS  OF  1794 
“HEAD  OF  1793”  RARITIES 
(SHELDON  17-20) 

1794.  S-19a  (R-6).  Hays  2,  Chapman  2.  The  Double  Chin; 
edge  device  of  1793.  Fair-3.  Almost  all  details  clear 
and  readable,  but  with  a  large  “3”  counterstamped 
across  Ms.  Liberty’s  head.  Very  dark  brown  patina 
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within  the  fields,  lighter  tan  upon  the  devices;  the 
surfaces  with  the  usual  light  signs  of  handling,  one  pre¬ 
striking  flan  chip  at  bow  knot  being  the  only  defect 
worthy  of  note.  Very  rare,  formerly  R-7  until  a  few 
others  were  “cherrypicked”  unattributcd.  Always  in 
rabid  demand  by  the  specialists,  regardless  of  condi¬ 
tion.  Ex.  Clarke  (privately;  the  original  little  Clarke 
box  is  enclosed),  Ruby.  (Photo) 

602*  1794.  Another  S-19a.  Near  Good,  some  details  better  de¬ 

fined  than  last,  others  weaker,  but  the  surfaces  on  both 
sides  extensively  pitted;  one  edge  nick  over  I  in 
UNITED.  Despite  the  erosion,  this  is  still  an  accept¬ 
able  “space  filler”  of  this  extremely  popular  rarity. 
Ex  B.  Max  Mehl  (in  the  original  small  Mehl  box),  Ray, 
Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

603*  1794.  A  third  S-19a.  Good-4.  Dark  brown  and  black,  with 

no  defects  of  more  than  microscopic  importance,  aside 
from  smooth,  honest,  even  wear.  Possibly  the  most 
aesthetically  pleasing  piece  in  this  trio.  Ex  Ruby. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

604  1794.  S-19b  (high  R-4).  Hays  2,  Chapman  2.  The  Double 

Chin;  edge  device  of  1794.  Very  Good-8,  attractively 
mottled  deep  reddish-brown  and  steel,  struck  on  a 
lightly  granular  flan  (as  frequently  found  on  this 
variety).  The  surfaces  are  exceptionally  free  of  hand¬ 
ling  defects,  though  with  a  couple  of  tiny  edge  nicks 
on  either  side  together  with  several  scattered  pit-like 
defects  upon  the  reverse,  the  latter  probably  as  made. 
Overall,  a  pleasing  example  of  this  very  scarce  Head- 
of-93  cent  variety,  far  nicer  than  Dr.  Ruby’s  specimen 
and  comparable  to  the  Naftzger  example  sold  in  New 
Netherlands  64th  sale.  Ex  Schwartz,  Naftzger,  Loring, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Shalowitz  colls. 

605  1794.  S-20  (high  R-4).  Hays  1,  Chapman  1.  Maris’  “The 

Exact  Head  of  1793”.  Good-4,  with  the  obverse  slightly 
more  bold  than  the  reverse,  as  usual.  Light  olive-brown, 
with  touches  of  pale  greenish  patina  around  the  peri¬ 
pheral  legend  on  rev.  A  couple  of  light  edge  nicks  at 
right  obv.,  and  a  few  barely  discernible  ones  on  rev. 
One  of  the  most  in-demand  varieties  of  the  Large  Cent 
series,  as  this  is  the  last  of  the  Head-of-93  cents. 

ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  KNOWN  EXAMPLES 
OF  THE  1794  “FLAT  POLE”  VARIETY,  SHELDON  21 

606  1794.  S-21  (R-3).  Hays  5,  Chapman  5.  Sheldon’s  “Flat 

Pole”  variety;  Maris’  “Sans  Milling”.  Almost  Mint 
State-60.  Splendid  even  light  olive-chocolate  with 
dashes  of  original  mint  red  color  adhering  around  the 
obv.  devices,  the  lovely  surfaces  wholly  overlaid  with 
a  delicate  film  of  pale  iridescence.  An  excellent  bold 
impression,  needle-sharp  in  all  respects,  though  struck 
upon  a  planchet  showing  a  few  small  obv.  defects  that 
were  in  the  original  flan  before  striking,  these  being 
typical  on  this  variety;  otherwise,  this  is  virtually  free 
of  any  blemish  whatsoever  after  being  minted.  Tied 
with  one  or  two  others  in  the  new  Condition  Census 
for  honors  as  fourth  finest  known,  and  is  only  sur¬ 
passed  by  three  Mint  State  examples.  A  lovely  coin, 
destined  to  prompt  spirited  bidding  from  the  connois¬ 
seurs  of  the  1794  varieties.  Ex  Paul  Seitz,  Naftzger 
collection.  (Photo) 

607  1794.  S-22  (R-l).  Hays  43,  Chapman  6.  Sheldon’s  “Bent 

Hair  Lock"  variety;  Maris’  Large  Planchet.  Sharpness 
of  Almost  UncircuIated-50,  but  the  surfaces  are  micro¬ 
scopically  rough  from  having  been  struck  upon  a 


slightly  porous  planchet.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
overall,  displaying  a  pleasing,  natural,  even  dark  brown 
color.  Identifiable  by  one  barely  discernible  edge  nick 
over  final  A  in  AMERICA.  Borderline  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  quality.  Comparable  to  the  Hays-Newcomb- 
Holmes-Masters-Loring  example  among  others.  Far 
superior  to  the  Homer  K.  Downing-Dr.  Ruby  specimen 
at  $600  one  year  ago.  Ex  Thurlow,  Naftzger  collection. 

(Photo) 

Triple  clash  marks  show  on  both  sides,  the  rev.  mounds 
moderately  developed. 

608  1794.  S-22  Another  (R-l).  Hays  43.  Maris’  Large  Plan¬ 

chet,  Sheldon's  Bent  Hair  Lock  or  Mounded  Reverse 
variety.  At  most  a  hair's  breadth  short  of  AU-50,  rather 
dark  reddish  brown  with  lighter  mottlings,  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  light  local  porosity  evidently  from  the  very 
advanced  state  of  both  dies — obv.  heavily  cracked  from 
rim  through  4  to  ear,  rev.  mounds  affecting  most 
areas,  both  dies  heavily  clashed  and  rusted.  Slightly 
nicer  than  Naftzger  344.  (The  previous  coin).  (Photo) 

609  1794  A  third  S-22,  slightly  earlier  die  state,  the  crack  less 

heavy,  the  mounds  pronounced  Almost  Ex.  Fine,  shal¬ 
low  rim  dent  r.  of  date,  tiny  nick  above  head,  three 
plainer  rev.  rim  dents.  This  may  be  lot  801  of  the 
RARCOA  1974  Central  States  auction.  Ruby’s  next 
XF  brought  $600.  (Photo) 

610  1794  A  fourth  S-22.  Fine-12  or  slightly  better.  A  hair’s 

breadth  away  from  EF  in  terms  of  sharpness,  but  with 
shallow  erosion  roughness.  Deep  burgundy-steel  patina 
with  touches  of  very  dark  green  around  the  devices. 
Ex  B.  Max  Mehl  (in  the  original  small  Mehl  box). 
Ruby.  (Photo) 

Very  scarce  early  die  state,  without  any  traces  of  die 
clash  marks  or  the  “mounds1’  on  the  reverse. 

611  1794.  S-23  (R— 5).  Hays  18,  Chapman  7.  The  (usual) 

Shattered  Obverse.  Very  Good-9,  the  obverse  bolder 
than  the  reverse,  as  always.  Dark  russet  patina,  con¬ 
trasted  by  light  tan  upon  the  devices,  the  surfaces 
microscopically  granular  but  otherwise  exceptionally 
clean  for  the  grade  and  variety,  A  very  attractive  cent, 
and  rare  in  this  condition.  Superior  to  “Dupont’s”,  the 
Dr.  Sheldon  and  F.  C.  C.  Boyd  examples  in  New 
Netherlands  50th  sale,  the  Clapp-Warfield  specimen, 
and  the  Edward  Schwartz  piece;  the  Naftzger  coin 
coin  was  slightly  bolder  than  this  one,  but  even  that 
coin  was  banged  up  on  the  edge  and  the  surfaces  ex¬ 
tensively  nicked,  and  it  still  brought  $200.  This  piece  is 
one  of  the  more  aesthetically  pleasing  survivors,  as 
these  invariably  come  either  rough,  nicked-up,  dented, 
or  any  combination  thereof.  Ex  Clarke  (privately;  the 
original  little  Clarke  box  is  enclosed),  Ruby.  (Photo) 

The  excessively  rare  near  perfect  state  of  the  dies,  the 

obv.  break  from  end  of  pole  merely  a  faint  shadow, 
the  central  reverse  bulging  hardly  distinguishable. 

612  1794.  S-24  (R-l).  Hays  17,  Chapman  8,  Dr.  Sheldon’s 

“Apple  Cheek”  variety;  Maris’  “Scarred  Head”.  Sharp¬ 
ness  of  VF-25  or  slightly  better,  though  with  several 
very  light  rim  bruises  on  either  side,  otherwise  without 
any  visible  blemishes  worthy  of  note;  overall,  at  least 
Very  Fine-20.  A  very  attractive  cent,  the  surfaces  nicely 
mottled  reddish  and  darker  brown.  Ex  Hines,  Wrubel 
collections.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  die  state,  with  obverse  lightly  cracked 
across,  through  L  down  to  border  right  of  4  in  date, 
the  reverse  slightly  swollen  in  center. 

613  1794.  Another  S-24.  Very  Fine-20.  Somewhat  better  de¬ 

fined  than  last,  the  actual  sharpness  nearer  to  VF-30, 
but  struck  upon  a  planchet  showing  some  light  granu- 
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larity  together  with  a  few  small  pit-like  defects  on  Ms. 
Liberty’s  face,  these  being  in  the  original  flan  before 
striking.  The  edges  on  both  sides  with  numerous  small 
bruises.  Irregularly  toned  light  tan  and  blackish-brown 
patina.  A  desirable  example  of  this  popular  “Apple 
Cheeks”  variety.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Very  early  die  state,  the  obverse  breaks  mentioned 
above  are  just  beginning  and  thus  extremely  faint;  the 
central  reverse  swelling  is  almost  completely  negligible. 

CONDITION  CENSUS  1794  CENT,  SHELDON  26 

614  1794.  S-26  (high  R-2).  Hays  21,  Chapman  18.  Maris’ 

"Separated  Date”;  spur  on  O  in  OF.  Obverse  die  ground 
down,  meriting  more  than  ever  the  Proskey  designation 
of  "Severed  Hairs”.  Almost  Uncirculated-50.  A  splen¬ 
did  example  with  highly  attractive  surfaces  displaying 
a  lustrous,  even  medium  chocolate  brown  gloss.  Mostly 
an  excellent  bold  impression,  save  for  the  border 
denticles  above  LIBERTY  and  the  corresponding  por¬ 
tion  of  the  lower  reverse,  this  striking  quality  being 
identical  to  the  “Dupont”  example,  and  to  a  number  of 
other  specimens  of  this  variety  that  are  similar  weakly 
struck  in  these  same  areas.  Tied  with  several  other  ex¬ 
amples  in  the  new  Condition  Census  for  sixth  finest 
known,  among  these  are  the  W.  W.  Hay-Virgil  Brand- 
Homer  K.  Downing  coin,  the  "Dupont”  specimen  men¬ 
tioned  above,  and  the  Bement-Book  piece,  this  latter 
coin  being  permanently  impounded  in  the  ANS  collec¬ 
tion.  One  for  the  quality-oriented  specialists  and  Type 
collectors  to  fight  over!  Ex  B.  Max  Mehl,  T.  J.  Clarke 
(1954),  Roy  E.  Naftzger  collection.  (Photo) 

Early  die  state,  without  the  usually-seen  break  through 
first  S  in  STATES  to  C  in  CENT,  although  with  the 
always-present  “suction  marks”  on  rev. 

615  1794.  A  second  S-26.  Good.  Although  the  wear  on  this 

piece  suggests  a  grade  of  no  less  than  Fine  or  better, 
the  coin  is  wholly  rough,  diffusing  the  details  of  the 
design  on  either  side.  Very  dark  brown,  even  patina. 
Ex  B.  Max  Mehl  (in  the  original  small  Mehl  box), 
Ruby. 

Late  die  state,  with  all  the  reverse  breaks  present  and 
well  advanced. 

616  1794  S-28  (low  R-3).  Hays  23,  Chapman  20.  Maris’ 

"Ornate”;  Proskey ’s  "Nondescript”.  Sharpness  of  Fine- 
15,  but  uniformly  rough  surfaces,  with  some  inconse¬ 
quential  faint  scratches  on  rev.,  only  visible  with  a 
glass  and  at  a  certain  angle.  Very  dark  reddish  brown 
color.  Weak  at  date  and  OF  on  rev.,  as  nearly  always 
on  this  variety.  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  with  heavy  clash  marks  visible  under¬ 
neath  the  roughness  on  rev. 

617*  1794.  S-30  (high  R-l).  Hays  37,  Chapman  22.  The  first 

Marred  Field.  Good-7.  Without  any  defects  of  more 
than  microscopic  importance  aside  from  smooth,  even 
wear.  The  rev.  weakness  at  center  and  upper  right  is 
as  always  on  this  variety,  this  being  the  result  of  the 
increased  amount  of  metal  required  on  the  obv.  due 
to  the  heavy  mass  of  hair.  Blackish-brown  patina. 

(Photo) 

Early  state  of  the  die  chip  behind  head,  plain  clash 
marks  between  hair  and  cap,  the  others  indistinct,  if 
present. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

618  1794.  Another  S-30.  Sharpness  of  Fine,  but  the  surfaces 

are  evenly  rough;  overall,  VG  should  be  considered 
conservative.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Much  earlier  die  state  than  preceding,  with  only  micro¬ 
scopic  traces  of  the  die  chip  or  clash  marks. 


619  1794.  S-32  (R-2).  Hays  26,  Chapman  11.  Maris’  “Venus 

Marina";  Upturned  Locks.  Sharpness  of  Fine-15,  but 
uniformly  and  naturally  lightly  rough;  overall,  Very 
Good-9.  Medium  to  dark  brown  color.  Ex  B.  Max 
Mehl  (in  the  original  small  Mehl  box),  Ruby.  (Photo) 

This  variety  is  always  found  struck  slightly  off  center 
to  the  right,  resulting  in  the  weakness  on  the  right  sides 
of  obv.  and  rev.  Late  die  state,  with  heavy  rim  break 
over  LT,  reverse  crack  through  first  S  in  STATES  to 
near  O  in  ONE.  The  clash  marks,  if  present,  are  not 
discernible. 

620  1794.  S-42  (R-4).  Hays  20,  Chapman  10.  Maris’  second 

“Abrupt  Hair”.  Truncated  hair  locks;  weak  OF  reverse. 
More  or  less  VF  in  actual  sharpness,  but  obv.  showing 
rather  extensive  shallow  pitting,  together  with  one  or 
two  small  to  microscopic  rim  bruises  on  either  side. 
Reverse  with  a  few  very  faint  scratches,  which  are  only 
visible  at  a  certain  angle.  Usual  striking  characteristics, 
with  head,  LIBERTY  and  lower  reverse  bold,  date  and 
ES,  OF  weak,  as  almost  always  on  this  variety.  Medium 
brown  mingles  with  black  patina.  A  rare  variety,  and 
almost  comparable  to  the  Hays-Hines-Ruby  example 
at  $280  last  February.  (Photo) 

621  1794.  S-4  (R-l).  Hays  33,  Chapman  36.  The  Short  Bust; 

large  berry  at  C  of  CENT.  Ex.  Fine-40.  Highly  attrac¬ 
tive  and  glossy  dark  brown  obverse,  with  only  one  tiny 
nick  in  the  upper  hair  and  a  very  minor  pit-like  plan- 
chet  defect  on  the  neck;  reverse  a  little  darker  and  a 
trifle  granular.  Light  double  profile,  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  the  obverse  cracks  joined,  the  reverse 
break  extends  down  to  the  top  of  N  in  ONE. 

622  1794.  A  second  S-44.  This  is  of  Ex.  Fine  sharpness  but 

has  been  retooled  in  fields  and  on  bust  and  cap,  prob¬ 
ably  contributing  to  weakness  of  date,  most  likely  to 
remove  or  obscure  many  tiny  pit  marks.  Rather  dark 
reddish-olive  color.  Ex  lot  48,  Wolfson  collection,  May 
2-3,  1963,  as  “Unc.  A  nice  specimen.  The  date  is  just 
a  trifle  weak.  Perfectly  centered”.  (Photo) 

623  1794.  S-45  (high  R-5).  Hays  47,  Chapman  33.  Sheldon's 

“Braided  Hair”,  “berry”  in  left  bow.  Fine  in  sharpness, 
but  with  a  number  of  little  rim  bruises  on  both  sides; 
identifiable  by  a  field  nick  between  bottom  edge  of 
cap  and  hair;  Overall  VG-8.  Very  rare,  this  variety  not 
included  in  most  of  the  important  cent  sales  since  1945, 
including  the  legendary  Naftzger  collection  sold  over  a 
year  ago.  Those  few  pieces  that  have  appeared  at  auc¬ 
tion  have  not  been  appreciably  finer  than  the  coin 
offered  here,  e.g.  the  Dr.  Ruby  coin  that  brought  $180. 
last  February,  and  the  Admiral  Bitler  example,  not 
quite  as  sharp  as  this  one  and  with  a  gouge  across  the 
obverse,  and  that  still  brought  a  similar  amount.  Almost 
impossible  to  locate  in  VF;  those  pieces  reducing  the 
rarity  from  R-6  to  high  R-5  were  low  grade  coins 
“cherrypicked"  unattributed.  Ex.  B.  Max  Mehl  (in  the 
original  small  Mehl  box),  Downing.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

624  1794.  S-46  (R-3).  Hays  48,  Chapman  34.  Braided  Hair; 

crossed  E  in  CENT.  Very  Good-8.  Very  dark  brown 
surfaces,  nicely  contrasted  by  medium  brown  upon  the 
devices.  The  planchet  is  minutely  granular,  as  usual, 
developing  into  light  roughness  upon  the  rev.  A  very 
desirable  example  of  this  scarce  cent.  Ex  Ebenezer 
Gilbert  sale  (1910,  at  $31)!  Barney  Bluestone  sale 
(January  1948,  T.  J.  Clarke  (privately;  the  original 
little  Clarke  box  is  enclosed).  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Pinal  die  state,  both  dies  now  badly  shattered. 

625  1794.  S-4 7  (low  R-5).  Hays  6,  Chapman  29.  Sheldon’s 

"Short  Bust”;  bow  skewed  left.  Sharpness  of  VF,  but 
very  dark  and  slightly  rough  surfaces,  this  being  in- 
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herent  on  this  variety,  as  evidenced  by  a  number  of 
other  specimens  with  similar  quality  planchets.  Com¬ 
parable  to  the  Edward  Schwartz-Roy  E.  Naftzger  ex¬ 
ample,  among  others.  One  of  the  rarest  1794  cents, 
especially  difficult  to  locate  above  Fine.  (Photo) 

626  1794.  Another  S-47.  Sharpness  of  Fine-15,  with  the  al¬ 

most-always-seen  surface  granularity  on  both  sides. 
The  surfaces  are  otherwise  virtually  free  of  signs  of 
handling  defects.  Ex  B.  Max  Mehl  (in  the  original 
small  Mehl  box),  S.  J.  Kabealo  sale  (May  1953),  Ruby. 

(Photo) 

Extremely  rare  perfect  reverse  die,  of  which  only  four 
or  five  others  were  known  to  Dr.  Sheldon  when  "Penny 
■Whimsy"  was  revised  in  1958. 

TWO  EXAMPLES  OF 

THE  FAMOUS  1794  STARRED  REVERSE 

627  1794.  S-48  (high  R-5).  Hays  8,  Chapman  30.  The  Short 

Bust;  the  celebrated  “Starred  Reverse”,  the  most  fam¬ 
ous  of  all  1794  cent  varieties.  Very  Good-8,  although 
the  actual  sharpness  is  fully  that  of  a  Fine-12  coin. 
An  unusually  bold  impression  for  this  variety,  especi¬ 
ally  sharp  around  the  reverse  border  denticles,  with 
almost  all  stars  visible  and  clear,  which  puts  this  well 
above  average  for  the  variety.  The  obverse  displays 
some  rough  deep  russet  and  charcoal  patina,  while  the 
the  reverse  is  much  more  attractive,  being  dark  only 
around  the  peripheral  areas,  dark  chestnut  brown  near 
the  central  devices.  Either  side  showing  a  couple  of 
small  border  nicks,  none  of  which  are  really  disfiguring 
nor  detract  too  much.  The  coin  has  always  been  in 
great  demand  as  a  distinctive  Type,  though  for  many 
years  it  was  omitted  from  the  Guidebook,  later  being 
listed  without  price.  Without  a  hesitation  or  doubt, 
this  is  one  of  the  absolute  highlights  of  this  or  any 
other  sale  containing  Large  Cents;  certainly,  this  will 
be  one  of  the  lots  most  fought  over!  Ex  Brand,  Bal¬ 
lard  Williams,  Ruby  collection  (Superior  Galleries, 
February  11-12,  1974).  (Photo) 

Dr.  Sheldon  quotes  one  of  the  Chapman  catalogues  to 
the  effect  that  "A.  T.  Gilbert  had  commented  before 
1850  on  the  Starred  Reverse”.  This  was  actually  A.  J. 
Gilbert,  elder  brother  of  Ebenezer  Gilbert,  whose  name 
is  familiar  as  author  of  the  book  on  half  cents,  and  as 
compiler  of  one  of  the  Elder  revisions  of  the  Hays 
book  on  1794  cents.  However,  it  was  forgotten  for  some 
thirty  years,  being  unknown  to  Dr.  Maris  in  1869  when 
the  Quaker  physician  published  his  own  pioneering 
monograph  on  1794  cents  and  half  cents;  it  was  redis¬ 
covered  by  the  Chapman  brothers  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Maris,  at  some  unknown  date  during  the  winter  of 
1879-80,  the  coin  in  question  being  offered  publicly  for 
the  first  time  (as  the  discovery  specimen)  in  the  Samuel 
A.  Bispham  collection,  February  11-12,  1880;  it  was 
there  bought  by  Capt.  J.  \V.  Haseltine,  who  re-offered 
it  as  lot  #753  of  his  sale  of  June  25,  1880.  Collectors 
then  began  searching  through  their  own  unattributed 
1794's  and  a  few  others  turned  up,  but  the  variety  has 
remained  rare  ever  since. 

Leaving  aside  a  few  incompetent  guesses  about  how 
the  stars  were  imparted,  the  best  hypothesis  about  the 
nature  of  this  mysterious  coin  is  that  the  punch  made 
and  used  by  Joseph  Wright  in  1782  for  his  pattern 
quarter  dollar  (Judd  12-13,  Adams-Woodin  12,  with 
eagle  on  part  of  globe,  87  tiny  stars  for  border)  was 
rediscovered  in  the  Mint  in  1794,  some  months  after 
Wright's  death  from  yellow  fever  (September,  1793), 
and  was  experimentally  used  as  a  border  for  a  cent  die 
with  smaller  letters  than  usual.  However,  this  border 
was  seen  at  once  as  far  too  delicate  for  use,  so  that 
the  regular  serrations  were  cut  around  the  periphery, 
obliterating  a  few  of  the  stars,  overlapping  others.  The 
coin,  therefore,  represents  a  unique  abortive  experi¬ 
mental  die  converted  for  conventional  production  use. 


The  die  buckled  almost  immediately,  weakening  ONE 
CENT  and  some  leaves,  and,  in  later  die  states,  about 
half  the  stars;  coins  with  all  94  of  the  stars  visible 
are  very  rare,  representing  a  small  minority  of  the 
approximately  thirty  specimens  estimated  to  exist 
today. 

628  1794.  Another  S-48,  Hays  8.  Obv.  would  be  of  about  Fine 

sharpness  but  is  very  rough  and  extensively  though 
lightly  pitted;  everything  plain  except  794.  Rev.  Very 
Good,  affected  somewhat  less  by  the  same  kind  of 
light  pitting,  but  at  least  87  of  the  94  small  stars  can 
be  made  out,  and  all  letters  are  readable  except  O  of 
ONE  and  ERI,  which  are  weakened  by  the  die  failure 
usually  found  in  a  more  advanced  state.  Acceptable 
example  of  what  is  probably  the  most  popular  rarity 
in  the  1794  series.  (Photo) 

629  1794.  S-49  (low  R-2).  Hays  7,  Chapman  31.  The  second 

“Young  Head”;  Sheldon’s  “Short  Bust”;  closed  wreath. 
Sharpness  of  Fine-15,  but  with  a  couple  of  light  pin 
scratches  on  either  side,  together  with  the  usual  light 
handling  marks  for  the  grade;  the  pitlike  defects  on 
Ms.  Liberty’s  neck  and  near  lower  1.  obv.  border  were 
in  the  original  flan  before  striking.  Rather  pleasing 
dark  steel-brown  color.  Ex  Chapman,  Hines,  Blaisdell. 

(Photo) 

Perfect  obverse  die,  without  any  trace  of  the  break 
through  upright  of  E  in  LIBERTY. 

630*  1794.  S-50  (high  R-5).  Hays  57,  Chapman  32.  Very  Good, 

possibly  a  shade  better  in  some  areas,  as  all  devices 
are  quite  bold  except  for  extreme  right  side  of  rev. 
legend.  (Photo) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

631  1794.  S-51  (low  R-5).  Hays  10,  Chapman  37.  Maris’ 

“Forlorn”;  Sheldon's  “Short  Bust”,  Long  Locks;  closed 
wreath.  Sharpness  of  Very  Fine,  but  the  surfaces  are 
very  slightly  roughened,  and  a  glass  discloses  some 
very  light  traces  of  skillful  reworking  of  the  obverse 
fields,  probably  in  an  attempt  to  minimize  the  rough¬ 
ness.  Reverse  microscopically  porous  and  with  a  very 
small  edge  bruise  between  FA.  Attractive  blends  of 
medium  and  dark  brown  color.  Apparently  about  the 
same  condition  as  the  two  pieces  in  the  Dr.  Ruby  col¬ 
lection  sold  by  Superior  Galleries  almost  a  year  ago, 
the  latter  of  these  two  pieces  fetching  $300.  A  rare 
and  elusive  variety,  lacking  in  many  important  cent 
sales  and  specialized  collections.  Ex  B.  Max  Mehl  (in 
the  original  small  Mehl  box).  Downing,  Ruby.  (Photo) 
Perfect  obverse  die,  as  usual. 

632  1794.  S-55  (low  R-3).  Hays  13,  Chapman  44.  Slanting  7; 

large  berries.  In  sharpness  almost  AU-50;  even  dark 
reddish  brown  surfaces,  microscopically  porous.  Above 
TY  is  a  small  rim  nick  and  a  discoloration.  This  will 
retone  naturally  in  a  few  years  (or  it  can  be  easily 
darkened  by  local  application  of  any  sulfide).  Stronger 
impression  than  usual;  fairly  late  die  state,  the  crack 
branching  in  curls.  In  sharpness  it  is  quite  comparable 
to  the  Seitz-Nagtzger  coin,  which  was  called  third 
finest.  (Photo) 

633  1794.  S-55,  another.  Overall,  Very  Fine-25  (which  comes 

close  to  C.C.  for  this  variety).  Some  customary  reverse 
weakness  of  letters  in  UNITED  and  of  fraction. 
Somewhat  irregular  planchet  surface  in  the  form  of 
striations  in  the  field  before  Ms.  Liberty’s  face. 
Iridescent  and  dark  reddish  brown.  A  fine  example  of 
the  date  and  variety.  Should  bring  well  into  three 
figures;  the  Naftzger  coin,  an  AU-50,  went  far  $1300 
last  year. 
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634*  1794.  A  third  S-55.  Some  details  of  better  than  Fine  sharp¬ 

ness,  others  weaker,  but  quite  rough,  UN  not  legible. 
Dark  brown,  devices  a  little  lighter,  several  tiny  rim 
nicks.  Very  early  die  state. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

635 1  1794.  A  4th  S— 55.  Good  or  better.  A  little  bolder  in  actual 

sharpness,  some  details  fully  VG,  but  the  surfaces 
somewhat  porous,  developing  into  light  roughness  here 
and  there. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

636  1794.  S-57  (R-2).  Hays  14,  Chapman  46.  Pyramidal  Head; 

button  on  cap.  Very  Fine-20  or  slightly  better,  although 
the  sharpness  is  closer  to  that  of  a  VF-30  coin.  The 

usual  weak  striking  characteristics,  lacking  denticles  at 
upper  left  obv.  and  corresponding  portion  of  the  re¬ 
verse.  Lightly  porous  surfaces,  showing  a  few  planchet 
defects,  as  made.  Light  reddish-olive  and  darker  brown 
color.  Almost  identical  in  every  respect  to  the  Ruby 
specimen,  which  brought  $325  from  a  very  pleased 
floor  bidder  at  the  sale  last  February.  (Photo) 

Early  die  state,  before  the  usual  failures  appeared  to 
nose  and  mouth. 

637*  1794.  S-58  (R-3).  Hays  16,  Chapman  39.  Good.  The  sur¬ 

faces  display  very  light  porosity,  but  are  otherwise 
rather  clean  and  without  any  signs  of  abrasions  of 
more  than  microscopic  importance.  Unevenly  im¬ 
pressed,  a  the  date  and  head  of  Ms.  Liberty  are  quite 
bold,  but  LIBERTY  weak.  A  very  attractive  coin  for 
the  grade.  (Photo) 

Advanced  crack  through  UNIT  on  reverse,  the  die 
swelling  above  those  letters  appears  to  be  starting  to 
engulf  them. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

638  1794.  S-59  (low  R-3).  Hays  15,  Chapman  40.  Very' 

Good-10.  Evenly  worn,  though  the  strike  is  similar  in 
quality  to  a  great  many  others  seen  from  these  dies, 
slightly  weak  at  top  of  head  and  cap,  left  part  of 
LIBERTY,  and  the  corresponding  part  of  the  reverse. 
Highly  attractive  medium  even  tan  color,  with  touches 
of  dark  russet  on  the  face  and  within  hair,  the  surfaces 
smooth  and  glossy,  suggestive  of  a  much  higher  grade; 
the  only  blemish  on  this  lovely  coin,  aside  from  honest 
wear,  is  a  small  border  dent  opposite  Ms.  Liberty’s 
nose.  Ex  Downing,  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Early  die  state,  obverse  perfect,  the  reverse  break  at 
fraction  extremely  faint. 

639  1794.  S-60  (R-3).  Hays  35,  Chapman  41.  Very  Good. 

Relatively  free  from  the  usual  signs  of  abrasions,  save 
for  a  couple  small  nicks  under  cap,  however,  the  sur¬ 
faces  are  lightly  and  evenly  porous,  this  porosity 
probably  in  the  original  planchet,  and  therefore,  as 
made.  (Photo) 

Usual  die  incusations  under  LIB;  faint  crack  shows 
at  left  obverse  to  top  of  cap,  reverse  die  extensively 
injured. 

640*  1794.  S-61  (R-4).  Hays  36,  Chapman  42.  Very  Good-8. 

Sharpness  of  VF,  but  rough,  the  reverse  much  more 
so  than  the  obverse.  Medium  and  dark  brown,  some 
patches  of  very  dark  verdigris  on  either  side.  (Photo) 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

641  1794.  Another  S-61.  Very  Good.  Much  bolder  than  last 

in  terms  of  sharpness,  closer  to  VF— 30,  but  also  quite 
rough  surfaces,  including  a  couple  of  small  edge  nicks 
on  both  sides.  (Photo) 


b4_'  1794.  A  third  S— 61.  Good  to  Very  Good,  but  wholly  finely 

pitted.  Still,  an  acceptable  specimen  of  this  very  scarce 
variey.  Ex  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

643*  1794.  S-62  (High  R-4).  Hays  49,  Chapman  51.  Very 

Good-8.  Actually  very  close  to  Fine,  though  with  some 
very  shallow  obv.  defects  from  light  surface  erosion. 
The  only  plain  abrasion  being  below  CE  on  the  reverse, 
otherwise  with  far  less  than  the  usual  signs  of  handling 
for  the  grade.  Ex  Downing,  Ruby.  (Photo) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

644*  1794.  S— 63  (R-3).  Hays  32,  Chapman  38.  The  famous 

fallen  4  .  Very  Good.  Much  better  in  sharpness, 
actually  Fine,  but  the  surfaces  are  dark  and  rough, 
the  reverse  showing  some  dark  vermilion  verdigris 
and  pitting.  (Photo) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

645  1794.  S-65  (R-l).  Hays  45,  Chapman  49.  Maris’  "Shielded 

Hair”;  Short  Stems.  Fine.  Nearly  of  full  VF-25  sharp¬ 
ness,  with  uniformly  light  roughness  on  both  sides. 
Very  dark  blackish— brown  color;  rather  bold  impressed 
for  this  variety,  overall,  well  balanced.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  die  state,  almost  all  the  cracks  listed 
by  Dr.  Sheldon  are  present,  and  the  others  may  well 
be  there,  but  are  obscured  by  the  surface  roughness. 

CONDITION  CENSUS  SHELDON  67 

646  1794.  S-67  (R-3).  Hays,  Chapman  53.  John  Smith  Gard¬ 

ner  type;  Maris’  “Roman  Plicae”;  Sheldon’s  "Marred 
Face”.  This  and  the  next  eight  lots  to  follow  are 
called  “The  Head  of  1795”.  Almost  Uncirculated-50. 
Medium  to  dark  brown,  the  surfaces  sprinkled  with 
numerous  bright  flecks  or  red,  many  of  which  may 
represent  original  mint  color,  especially  those  within 
and  around  the  devices  and  denticles  on  both  sides. 
Struck  upon  a  slightly  granular  planchet,  as  typical 
with  these  Head  of  ’95  cents.  A  splendid  coin,  fully 
of  Condition  Census  quality  and  status,  being  tied 
with  several  others  for  honors  of  sixth  finest  known. 
Not  actually  too  far  below  the  Dr.  French-Roy  E. 
Naftzger  example,  which  brough  $2600  on  the  floor 
of  that  sale  over  a  year  ago!  Ex  Dr.  Sheldon,  Denis 
Loring  collections.  (Photo) 

Rare  unlisted  advanced  state  of  cracks;  die  injuries 
rather  pronounced;  all  cracks  as  described  by  Dr. 
Sheldon,  plus  bold  enough  strike  to  show  faint  cracks 
connecting  base  of  7  in  date  to  knob  of  9,  another 
back  of  center  of  9  to  point  of  4.  Only  the  second 
coin  seen  by  us  in  this  RRRR  die  state,  the  other 
piece  being  the  far  inferior  Admiral  Bitler  specimen, 
sold  in  early  1973. 

647*  1794.  Another  S-67.  Strictly  Good.  The  obverse  slightly 

more  bold  than  the  reverse. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

648  1794.  S-68  (high  R-5).  Hays  55,  Chapman  54.  The  famous 

“Bisecting  Die  Break”  variety.  Good-4.  Obverse  grades 
Good-5,  everything  very  clear;  the  reverse,  however, 
only  grades  Fair-2,  weaker  at  center  and  left  legend 
than  at  right,  with  ONE  CENT  and  UNITED  com¬ 
pletely  gone.  Very  dark  olive-brown  mingled  with 
some  even  darker  patina;  relatively  attractive  surfaces, 
despite  light  porosity  on  both  sides.  Most  of  the  re¬ 
maining  survivors  of  this  rarity  are  in  very  low  grades. 
An  indication  of  its  extreme  popularity  is  the  hysterical 
bidding  that  accompanied  the  Admiral  Bitler  coin, 
only  Good-6,  and  brought  $255  nearly  two  years  ago! 
This  price  merely  substantiates  further  the  statement 
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made  many  years  ago  by  Dr.  Sheldon,  “Bidding  is 
always  brisk  when  Hays  55  is  offered”.  Ex  Ruby. 

(Photo) 

PEDIGREED  SHELDON  69,  GEM  UNC. 

TIED  FOR  SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN 
TRACED  FROM  THE  U.  S.  MINT  TO  DATE 

649  1794.  S-69  (R-3).  Hays  50,  Chapman  55.  Same  John 

Smith  Gardner  type  obverse;  L  far  from  cap.  MINT 

STATE-65  AND  A  GEM,  the  splendid  surfaces  blaz¬ 
ing  with  half  of  the  original  mint  red  on  both  sides, 
mellowing  here  and  there  to  light  tan  and  olive;  touches 
of  darker  red  patination  on  rev.  There  is  one  tiny 
spot  between  two  denticles  on  the  lower  left  obverse, 
otherwise  pristine,  with  absolutely  no  signs  of  original 
abrasions  or  any  flaws  whatsoever.  Tied  with  one 
other  in  the  new  Condition  Census  of  70-65-65-60- 
55-50  for  honors  of  second  finest  known,  surpassed 
only  slightly  by  one  other,  those  competitive  pieces  also 
being  from  the  Lord  St.  Oswald  sale.  One  of  the  most 
fantastically  beautifully  1794  cents  we  have  ever  en¬ 
countered  or  have  been  priviiiged  to  offer.  A  carnival 
of  delight  for  the  visionary  senses!  Its  pedigree  is  as 
illustrious  as  its  condition: 

1.  Ex  Chief  Coiner  Henry  Voigt,  U.  S.  Mint. 

2.  David  Rittenhouse,  Director. 

3.  Henry  William  DeSaussure. 

4.  Maor  the  Lord  St.  Oswald,  M.  C.,  in  late  October, 
1795,  on  his  visit  to  the  Mint. 

5.  In  the  hands  of  the  Oswald  descendants  until  1964. 

6.  Christie,  Manson  &  Woods,  Ltd.  sale  of  October 
13,  1964. 

7.  Stack’s. 

8.  Dorothy  Paschal. 

9.  Lester  Merkin  sale,  June  12,  1968,  lot  #102. 

10.  Roy  E.  Naftzger  collection  (New  Netherlands  64th 

sale,  November  14-15,  1973).  (Photo) 

650*  1794.  Another  S-69.  Good.  Obverse  bold,  really  VG  or 

slightly  better,  reverse  weakly  struck  as  usual.  Dark 
brown  upon  the  devices,  blackish-brown  within  the 
the  fields;  planchet  very  slightly  and  naturally  rough. 
Light  handling  marks,  including  a  few  small  rim 
abrasions.  Overall,  a  rather  pleasant-appearing  coin. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

651  1794.  S-71  (R-2).  Hays  52,  Chapman  57.  Obverse  similar 

to  the  preceding,  but  with  a  die  injury  at  the  eye. 
Extremely  Fine-40.  The  surfaces  are  choice,  glossy 
and  lustrious,  strongly  suggestive  of  an  even  higher 
rating;  virtually  pristine,  Light  golden  tan  obverse, 
light  brown  reverse;  some  areas  of  dark  discoloration 
on  the  right  obv.  and  left  rev.  A  bold  impression,  and 
a  highly  attractive  example,  far  above  average  for  the 
variey.  Ex  “Anderson  Dupont”  collection,  Paschal 
(1968),  Roy  E.  Naftzger.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  late  die  state,  the  usual  break  through 
tip  of  pole,  continuing  on  into  field;  farily  advanced 
clash  marks  on  both  sides. 

652  1794.  Another  S-71.  Overall  Very  Fine-20.  Obverse  barely 

short  of  full  VF  quality,  reverse  at  least  VF-25. 

Medium  brown  mottled  with  lighter  and  darker  shades. 
A  few  widely  scattered  surface  nicks  on  either  side, 
together  with  an  edge  dent  below  7,  another  tiny  one 
above  A  in  STATES.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Extremely  rare  unlisted  advanced  state  of  the  dies, 

with  the  break  between  RT  now  reaching  down  to  Ms. 
Liberty’s  brow,  crossing  another  break  that  runs  from 


top  of  forehead  to  back  of  hair;  the  faint  crack  men¬ 
tioned  above  through  tip  of  pole;  the  die  injuries  quite 
pronounced  on  both  sides.  Apparently,  the  dies  did  not 
survive  too  much  longer  after  this  piece  was  struck. 

653  1794.  A  Third  S-71.  The  devices  are  quite  bold,  fully  of 

VF  sharpness,  but  struck  on  a  planchet  showing  nu¬ 
merous  pit  marks  at  right  obverse,  somewhat  less  so 
at  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  reverse;  several 
pit-like  defects  noticeable  upon  Ms.  Liberty’s  neck 
and  hair.  Pleasing  medium  brown  patina  with  some 
slightly  darker  modulations. 

Earlier  die  state  than  the  two  preceding  pieces,  the 
cracks  and  clash  marks  weak. 

CENTS  OF  1795 

654  1795.  S-73  (low  R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  1.  The  famous 

Hyphen  variety;  lettered  edge.  Good-6.  Really  close 
to  Fine  in  actual  sharpness,  but  struck  on  a  slightly  out- 
of-round  planchet,  the  surfaces  rough  and  irregularly 
patinated  dark  brown  and  charcoal.  Evenly  worn,  al¬ 
most  entirely  legible,  save  for  parts  of  right  legend 
on  rev.,  which  is  somewhat  indistinct  due  to  the  flan 
roughness.  Far  superior  to  the  Bitter  example,  which 
had  a  hole,  and  still  brought  $135,  that  price  being 
testimony  to  its  extreme  elusiveness  and  popularity  as 
a  variety.  Comparable  to  the  Warfield,  Van  Roden, 
Thurlow,  and  Gallo-Naftzger  coins.  Ex  Nielsen. 

(Photo) 

655*  1795.  S-74  (R-4).  Clapp-Newcomb  2.  Lettered  edge;  ONE 

CENT  nearly  centered,  single  leaves.  Very  Good-8. 
More  or  less  VF  in  terms  of  sharpness,  but  the  details 
have  been  diffused  by  evenly  rough  surfaces.  Medium 
brown  color  on  the  devices  with  a  black  background. 
A  few  light  edge  nicks  on  either  side,  though  mostly 
upon  the  reverse.  A  seldom-offered  variety.  (Photo) 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

656  1795.  S-76b  (R-l).  Clapp-Newcomb  4.  Plain  Edge;  re¬ 

verse  similar  to  1796.  Extremely  Fine-45 +  •  The  cen¬ 
tral  hair  not  too  boldly  impressed,  which  is  typical, 
however,  the  splendid,  lustrous  surfaces  are  fully  con¬ 
sistent  with  a  grade  of  AU-50  or  better,  displaying 
flashes  of  mint  red  here  and  there,  especially  around 
the  obverse  devices;  elsewhere  with  attractive  modu¬ 
lations  of  reddish-brown  and  olive,  the  color  obviously 
wholly  faded  down  from  the  original  red.  Small  mint 
clip  on  obverse  at  5:00  o’clock,  this  being  a  rather 
common  occurance  on  these  S-76b’s,  which  is  an 
excellent  reflection  of  how  economy  was  employed  in 
the  early  years  of  the  Mint.  A  magnificent  coin,  com¬ 
parable  in  almost  every  respect  to  the  Dr.  Ruby  coin  at 
$1150,  which  sold  on  the  floor  of  that  sale  a  year 
ago  to  an  eastern  dealer,  presumably  on  the  behalf 
of  a  client.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  late  die  state,  struck  after  the  obverse 
was  reground,  with  reverse  weakness  at  O  in  OF, 
slightly  weak  at  R  in  America;  faint  double  clash 
marks  visible  around  wreath.  Actually  coined  in  early 
1796,  as  were  the  S-77  and  S-7S  that  follow. 

657  1795.  S-76b,  Another.  EF-40.  Central  hair  somewhat 

weak,  as  preceding,  otherwise  well  impressed  and  with 
better  outlines  to  Ms.  Liberty’s  cap.  Brown  patina  with 
underlying  mint  lustre.  (Photo) 

Early  state  of  obv.  die;  rev.  demonstrates  above  men¬ 
tioned  weakness  of  O  in  OF. 

658*  1795.  A  3rd  S-76b.  Good-4.  The  obverse  fully  Good  or 

slightly  better,  the  reverse  barely  Good,  though  every¬ 
thing  clear  and  readable. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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TIED  FOR  FINEST  KNOWN  SHELDON  77 

659  1795.  S-77  (low  R-4).  Clapp-Newcomb  5.  Plain  Edge. 

Reverse  similar  to  1796;  many  triplets.  Mint  State  60. 
An  excellent  impression,  obv.  struck  siightly  off  center 
to  the  left.  It  is  a  thing  of  natural  beauty,  dis¬ 
playing  brilliant  flashes  of  original  mint  red  color 
in  and  around  the  devices  and  legends,  though 
now  mostly  mellowed  down  to  dark  olive  with  a  much 
darker  color  on  the  high  points.There  are  few  widely 
scattered  tiny  pit  marks  that  were  in  the  original 
planchet  before  striking,  the  only  barely  noticeable  one 
being  a  “dimple”  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  chin.  Tied  with  the 
Col.  Ellsworth  coin,  long  and  permanently  impounded 
in  the  ANS  collection,  and  the  "Dupont”  coin  for  honors 
as  finest  known.  Absolutely  the  finest  known  to  have 
appeared  at  auction  since  the  comparable  “Dupont” 
specimen  was  sold  over  two  decades  ago!  Obverse  and 
reverse  pictured  on  the  “Penny  Whimsy”  Plate.  An  ex¬ 
traordinary  example  of  a  very  scarce  variety,  the  finest 
anyone  could  ever  possibly  hope  to  see  on  the  auction 
block.  Ex  Newcomb  collection,  T.  J.  Clarke,  Carl 
Wurtzbach,  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  Roy  E.  Naftzger. 

(Photo) 

660  1795.  S— 77,  Another.  Five  three-leaf  clusters  of  left 

branch;  ONE  CENT  central.  YF— 25.  Three  or  four 
nicks  on  edge,  there  also  slightly  visible  from  rev. 
Attractive  dark  brown  to  steel  colored  patination 

(Photo) 

Perfect  obv.;  rev.  weaknesses  at  OF.  at  NI  and  CENT, 
and  with  flattening  of  leaves  of  wreath. 

661  1795.  S— 78  (R-l).  Clapp-Newcomb  6.  Plain  edge:  ONE 

CENT  centered  within  wreath.  Almost  Uncirculated- 
50.  Beautifully  lustrous  surfaces  displaying  deep  red¬ 
dish-brown  blending  with  darker  brown  and  lighter 
olive,  together  with  faint  touches  of  mint  red.  Struck 
upon  a  Coltman  planchet  with  the  characteristic  round¬ 
ed  edge  (reverse),  showing  some  of  the  typical  granul¬ 
arity  around  obv.  periphery  and  at  lower  rev.,  these 
are  inherent  with  its  method  of  manufacture,  being  in 
original  flan  before  striking;  otheriwse,  virtually  free 
of  any  blemish  inflicted  after  mintng.  A  truly  splendid 
coin  for  either  the  date  or  Type  collector.  Ex  Ruby 
collection.  (Photo) 

Fairly  late  die  state,  showing  triple  clase  marks,  as 
usual,  most  prominent  on  the  reverse.  The  weakness  at 
N  in  UNITED  is  typical  of  the  variety. 

MINT  CLIP 

662  1795.  A  2nd  S-78.  Good.  Sharpness  of  VG,  but  surface 

dark  and  lightly  roughened.  An  interesting  piece  for 
mint  error  collectors,  as  this  coin  shows  a  large  (9mm.) 
mint  clip  out  of  the  edge  at  lower  right  obverse.  In¬ 
teresting.  Ex.  Ruby. 

THE  EXCESSIVELY  RARE  1795  REEDED  EDGE  CENT 
SHELDON  79 

663  1795.  S-79  (high  R-7).  Clapp-Newcomb  7.  The  Reeded 

Edge  variety.  New  obverse,  date  spaced  1  79  5  and 
well  from  bust;  rev.  same  as  1796  S-106  S-106  and 
S— 111,  and  the  only  appearance  of  this  style  of  wreath 
on  a  coin  of  this  date.  Reeded  edge,  as  on  the  gold  of 
the  year  and  the  half  dimes.  GOOD  6.  CLOSE  TO 
FINE  IN  SHARPNESS,  fairly  even  bold  strike,  but 
it  has  acquired  rough  very  dark  green  patina  over  the 
past  two  centuries,  and  there  are  several  shallow  rim 
and  edge  nicks  on  both  sides;  without  any  serious  field 
or  device  nicks,  dents,  or  scratches.  Aside  from  the 


holed  brockage  piece  and  one  other  reported  (but  not 
seen)  in  a  Texas  mail  sale  years  ago,  this  is  the  only 
S— 79  to  be  auctioned  since  this  piece  was  last  sold  in 
the  1952  ANA  sale,  over  twenty-two  years  ago.  It  is 
probably  the  singe  “collectible”  variety  to  appear  on 
more  “want”  lists  than  any  other  in  the  whole  Early 
Cents  series.  Its  rarity  is  believed  to  be  from  early 
abandonment  of  the  edge-reeding  experiment,  rather 
than  die  failure  (the  reverse  die  saw  extensive  use  in 
1796);  only  this  variety  comes  with  the  true  vertically 
reed  edge,  and  all  six  specimens  known  have  it.  The 
purpose  of  the  edge  reeding  at  this  juncture  is  easily 
ascertained  though  undocumented;  copper  was  than  a 
precious  metal  and  was  believed  to  require  protection 
against  scraping  and  filing  comparable  to  that  which 
edge  lettering  former  formerly  afforded,  and  which 
reeding  already  afforded  silver  and  gold  coins.  The 
new  reduced  weight  standard  for  copper  coins,  adopted 
by  secret  Presidential  order  on  December  27,  1795 
(made  public  a  month  later),  was  eventually  recognized 
as  making  such  protection  less  urgent.  At  present,  only 
six  examples  are  known  and  are  appended  herewith 
as  follows: 

VG-10.  Dr.  C.  E.  McGirk,  George  H.  Clapp,  ANS; 
'  G— 8.  R.  D.  Book,  Howard  R.  Newcomb  (lot  #76), 
James  Kelly,  Dr.  William  II.  Sheldon; 
Good-6.  THE  PRESENT  COIN,  discovered  in  a 
New  York  dealer’s  junbox  in  1947; 

Good-5.  David  Proskey,  Henry  C.  Hines,  Dr.  Sheld- 
den,  Dorothy  Paschal; 

Good-5.  Dr.  Sheldon,  Homer  K.  Downing,  Dr. 

Charles  L.  Ruby,  holed  brockage,  discovered 
in  a  Chicago  junkbox  to  Kagin  11/74  sale. 
“Good— 5.”  Reported  in  the  House  of  Davis  McKin¬ 
ney  sale,  January,  1964;  reoffered  in  their 
December  15,  1968  sale,  lot  #36;  not 
seen,  may  possibly  be  one  of  the  others 
previously  listed  above. 

The  coin  offered  here  is  still  one  of  the  two  finest  in 
collectors’  hands,  third  finest  in  all.  Even  if  it  did  not 
have  this  rank,  it  would  still  be  of  the  utmost  desir¬ 
ability  because  of  its  rarity  and  historical  importance. 
Ex  Homer  K.  Downing  (discovered  in  a  New  York 
dealer’s  junkbox  in  1947-back  when  cents  of  this 
period  could  still  be  tossed  by  dealers  into  them),  thence 
into  the  1952  ANA  sale,  where  it  was  illustrated  but 
went  as  a  great  sleeper  (New  Netherlands  38th  sale, 
August  16,  18,  19,  21,  1952,  lot  #1712),  K.  P.  Austin 
collection,  Alan  J.  Brotman.  The  original  Downing  box 
and  auction  envelope  are  included.  (Photo) 

THE  VERY  RARE  1795  “JEFFERSON  HEAD”  CENT 

664  1795.  S-80  (low  R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  X-2.  Plain  edge. 

“Jefferson  Head”  pattern  cent  for  a  “Contract”  coinage 
proposal,  made  by  John  Harper  of  New  Jersey,  on 
whose  presses  the  1792  half  dimes  were  also  coined. 
Fair.  The  obverse  rather  bold,  with  the  sharpness  of 
VG  or  so,  but  unfortunately,  with  several  large  surface 
dents  together  with  the  edge  being  badly  hammered. 
As  such,  this  still  makes  an  acceptable  coin  for  this 
extremely  elusive  and  and  popular  variety.  Ex  Downing 
(1952  ANA  auction.  New  Netherlands  38th  sale,  1952), 
Ruby.  In  a  small  white  B.  Max  Mehl  box.  (Photo) 
Advanced  die  swelling  on  reverse  almost  entirely  ob¬ 
literates  the  centrall  details  and  surrounding  wreah. 

CENTS  OF  1796 

665  1796.  S-82  (high  R— 4).  Clapp-Newcomb  B,  Gilbert  B. 

Very  Good-8.  Dark  steel  with  touches  of  dark  green 
patina  around  the  outline  of  Ms.  Liberty.  The  surfaces 
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are  evenly  granular,  as  frequently  seen  on  this  variety, 
and  show  a  few  faint  scratches  and  light  nicks,  in¬ 
cluding  one  tiny  rim  bruise  at  right  obverse.  Struck 
slightly  off  center  toward  the  upper  left  obverse  and 
lower  left  reverse,  as  usual.  A  very  pleasing  specimen 
for  this  uncommonly  rare  variety.  (Photo) 

666  1796.  S-83  (low  R-5).  Clapp-Newcomb  E.  Gilbert  E.  Very 

Good-10.  Attractive  dark  chestnut  brown,  dark  olive 
upon  the  devices.  Struck  on  a  slightly  granular  flan, 
and  unevenly  impressed  as  1  in  UNITED,  ENT  in 
CENT  and  bow  very  weak,  which  may  possibly  be  the 
result  of  either  grease  or  dirt  adhering  to  the  die.  Some 
interesting  graffiti  faintly  etched  in  the  left  obv.  field, 
“1796”.  Probably  acquired  in  the  year  of  issue  and 
thence  carried  as  a  “pocket  piece”  for  many  decades 
to  achieve  the  smooth,  even  wear.  Dr.  Sheldon  calls 
this  “An  extreme  rarity  above  F-12”.  (Photo) 

667*  1796.  S-85  (high  R-S).  Clapp-Newcomb  G,  Gilbert  G. 

The  Open  Mouth  variety.  Good  to  Very  Good.  Dark 
brown  with  some  lighter  color  upon  the  devices,  the 
surfaces  lightly  and  uniformly  rough,  with  scattered 
patches  of  bright  russet-colored  verdigris  on  both  sides. 
Usual  uneven  strike,  date  and  upper  reverse  weakly 
struck.  Comparable  to  the  Dr.  Ruby  example  at  $110. 
This  is  the  second  rarest  variety  of  the  1796  Liberty 
Cap  cents.  (Photo) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

TIED  FOR  FIFTH  FINEST  KNOWN  SHELDON  87 

668  1796.  S-87  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  C,  Gilbert  C.  The 

Open  Mouth  variety.  Extremely  Fine-45,  or  possibly  a 
hair’s  breadth  better.  Splendid,  lustrous  surfaces  dis¬ 
playing  delicate  mottlings  of  burled  mahogany  color 
blended  with  very  dark  olive  upon  the  uppermost 
points,  wholly  overlaid  with  a  light  film  of  pale  bluish 
iridescence;  highly  attractive.  Surpassed  only  by  four 
others  in  the  newly-revised  Condition  Census,  includ¬ 
ing  one  piece  permanently  impounded  in  the  ANS; 
fourth  finest  in  collectors’  hands,  tied  with  the  Henry 
C.  Hines-Homer  K.  Downing  example  for  fifth  finest 
known.  Ex  French,  Clarke,  B.  Max  Mehl,  Naftzger. 
(Photo) 

Late  die  state,  faintly  showing  the  beginnings  of  the  arc 
crack  through  7  in  date  to  end  of  pole;  die  swelling  in 
left  obv.  field,  at  6  in  date;  reverse  with  the  typical 
weakness  at  OF. 

669*  1796.  S-91  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  F,  Gilbert  F.  The  Wide 
Date  variety.  Fair.  Obverse  fully  Good-4,  everything 
clear  and  readable,  though  1  in  date  weak;  the  reverse 
is  nearly  worn  smooth,  showing  only  the  faintest  traces 
of  the  wreath  design.  The  only  defect  worth  mention¬ 
ing,  aside  from  smooth  wear,  is  one  large  dent  between 
1.00  o  clock  and  2:00  o’clock  on  the  reverse. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

TIED  FOR  SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN  1796  CENT, 
SHELDON  92 

670  1796.  S-92  (high  R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  1,  Gilbert  1. 

Draped  Bust.  Close  96,  with  6  leaning  right;  ONE 
CEN  I  farthest  apart.  Almost  Uncirculated-50.  Beauti- 
fuHy  glossy  medium  chocolate  brown  surfaces  with 
faint  traces  of  mint  color,  overlaid  with  a  delicate 
iridescence.  Bold  impression,  except  at  rims,  and  on  a 
typical  Coltman  planchet  showing  minute  surface  gran¬ 
ularity,  as  common  to  these,  and  all  but  a  few  pit-like 
defects  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  neck  are  only  visible  under 
a  glass.  Tied  with  three  others  for  honors  of  second 
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finest  known,  one  of  which  is  in  the  ANS  collection, 
and  until  a  slightly  finer  specimen  was  flushed  out  of 
hiding  in  England  and  sold  in  the  Admiral  Bitler  sale 
several  years  ago,  this  ranked  at  the  very  top  for 
honors.  As  it  is,  it  is  virtually  impossible  that  it  will 
ever  he  excelled  or  the  opportunity  to  obtain  an  equal 
one  soon  repeated,  if  ever.  Ex  Proskey,  Hines,  Sheldon, 
Naftzger.  (Photo) 

Early  state  of  dies,  the  obv.  showing  only  the  cracks  at 
bases  of  RTY  and  between  96  in  date.  Apparently,  these 
dies  were  severely  injured  early  in  their  use,  as  there 
are  at  least  six  sets  of  plain  clash  marks,  most  prom- 
inetnt  under  chin,  before  and  behind  head,  and  especially 
throughout  the  reverse,  where  heavy  incusations  from 
bust,  throat,  and  chin  extend  upward  from  S,  OF  to 
below  M  in  AMERICA,  apparently  caused  by  the  rotation 
of  a  loose  obverse  die. 

RARE  SMALL  FRACTION  REVERSE 

671  1796.  S-94  (low  R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  26,  Gilbert  33. 

Hyphenadet  Date;  double  leaf.  Very  Good-9,  or  slightly 
better.  Pleasing  dark  brown  glossy  surfaces,  a  little 
lighter  color  around  the  central  devices.  Worn  around 
the  borders,  the  surfaces  showing  some  of  the  usual 
trivial  signs  of  handling,  none  serious  or  worthy  of 
detailed  description,  though  the  obv.  has  a  few  pit¬ 
like  defects  on  Ms.  Liberty,  these  being  in  the  original 
planchet  before  striking.  One  of  only  four  varieties 
with  Type  III  reverse  (1797-1807),  small  fraction; 
though  fully  R-6,  this  is  the  only  really  obtainable 
one  of  the  four,  the  others  being  NC-1,  NC-3,  and 
S-100.  Not  too  far  below  Condition  Census  level, 
which  includes  several-  Fine-12’s.  Comparable  to  or 
slightly  finer  than  the  Schwartz-Naftzger  example  and 
the  Downing-Ruby  specimen,  both  VG-8,  the  latter 
piece  bringing  a  rousing  $550,  evidence  of  its  extreme 
elusiveness  and  strong  popularity.  Ex  Furjanic,  Peck, 
Nielsen,  Wrubel,  Chatham  collection.  (Photo)  ( - ) 

672*  1796.  S-97  (R-3).  Clap-Newcomb  4,  Gilbert  4.  Wide,  even 

curved  date;  1  farthest  from  curl.  Fine-15.  Reverse 
much  bolder  than  obverse,  as  usual,  fully  Fine.  Mostly 
even  dark  brown  patina,  with  a  few  isolated  flashes 
of  lighter  color.  Planchet  very  lightly  granular  as  made, 
but  the  surfaces  are  still  glossy  and  attractive,  with 
virtually  no  signs  of  handling  visible  without  the  aid  of 
a  glass.  Typical  uneven  strike,  weak  at  left  obverse 
border,  slightly  weak  at  right  border  denticles  on  re¬ 
verse.  Underrated  as  a  variety,  and  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  choice.  (Photo) 

Perfect  obverse  die. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

673  1796.  S-100  <R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  20,  Gidbert  20. 

Good-5.  Dark  brown  and  black,  evenly  worn.  A  few 
light  surface  nicks  on  either  side,  including  some  faint 
abrasions  on  rims;  lightly  rough  at  top  of  obverse  and 
here  and  there  upon  the  reverse,  which  also  shows  a 
cluster  of  small  pit  marks  around  ONE  CENT  and 
lower  r.  wreath.  Far  more  appealing  than  our  descrip¬ 
tion  implies.  Finer  than  the  Paschal-Dr.  Ruby  speci¬ 
men,  lot  #438,  at  $140.  (Photo) 

TIED  FOR  SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN  SHELDON  102 

674  1796.  S-102  (high  R-4).  Clapp-Newcomb  7,  Gidbert  7. 

The  "Defects  over  Date”  variety;  Reverse  Type  of 
1794,  double  leaf  at  OF.  Extremely  Fine-40.  Medium 
and  darker  brown  mottlings  blended  with  generous 
splashes  of  original  mint  red  on  both  sides,  especially 
upon  the  lovely  reverse.  Struck  upon  a  typical  Coltman 
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flan  showing  its  full  quota  of  tiny  granulation  defects, 
as  made,  together  with  trivial  signs  of  handling  marks 
throughout  on  both  sides.  Faint  double  profile  on  lips, 
chin,  throat,  and  on  hair  ribbons  back  of  head.  Ob¬ 
verse  pictured  on  the  “Penny  Whimsy”  Plate.  Second 
finest  by  only  a  few  points,  being  surpassed  slightly 
by  the  Gies-Lehrman  piece  in  the  ANS  collection;  tied 
with  the  Williams  coin  for  finest  in  collectors’  hands. 
Ex  (B.  Max  Mehl  fixed  price  sale,  1929,  lot  #119),  T. 
James  Clarke  (1944),  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  Roy  E. 
Naftzger.  (Photo) 

675  1796.  Sheldon  103.  "LIHERTY”  with  rev.  TYPE  of  1794, 

called  by  Shieldon  “the  rare  LIEIERTY”  for  com¬ 
parison  with  S-104.  VG-10,  bold  everywhere  except 
at  borders  (as  made);  medium  steel,  no  nicks  or 
scratches,  few  minute  to  microscopic  pit  marks,  mostly 
on  obv.  (Photo) 

SCARCE  SHELDON  105 

676  1796.  S-105  (low  R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  16,  Gilbert  16. 

The  double  cut  6.  Good-5.  The  surfaces  mostly  dark 
and  with  an  even,  light  diffusely  rough  patina,  slightly 
more  so  upon  the  reverse.  Identifiable  by  one  small 
pit  mark  in  field  opposite  Ms.  Liberty’s  throat,  and  a 
pin  scratch  from  near  top  of  head  to  left  border 
through  L.  Most  of  the  remaining  survivors  of  this 
extremely  elusive  rarity  are  in  comparable  of  less  grade, 
as  evidenced  by  the  new  Condition  Census  which  even 
includes  a  VG  coin !  Lacking  in  almost  all  the  im¬ 
portant  cent  collections  and  sales  within  the  last  three 
decades;  the  only  recent  record  being  the  Dr.  Ruby 
coin,  VG— 7,  and  that  brought  $145  after  much  spirited 
floor  bidding  at  that  sale  nearly  a  year  ago.  (Photo) 

677*  1796.  S-106  (low  R-5).  Clapp-Newcomb  23,  Gilbert  25. 

Reverse  Type  of  1794-95:  coarse  denticles.  Although 
the  sharpness  is  that  of  VG  or  better,  the  coin  has  been 
cleaned,  recolored,  and  lightly  burnished;  overall,  Good. 
A  very  acceptable  example  of  a  rare  variety.  (Photo) 
*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

678*  1796.  S-110  (R-2).  Clapp-Newcomb  5,  Gilbert  5.  V  Good- 

7.  Obverse  bolder  than  reverse,  as  usual.  Rather  pleas¬ 
ing  dark  brown  and  black,  some  light  surface  porosity 
on  the  obverse,  with  a  little  diffuse  roughness  and  a 
couple  of  light  scratches  on  the  reverse.  (Photo) 

Perfect  obverse  die,  without  any  trace  of  the  breaks. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

679*  1796.  Another  S-110.  Good  to  Very  Good.  Some  details 

bolder  than  preceding,  others  weaker,  but  most  of  these 
weaknesses  are  attributed  to  the  advanced  die  failures. 
Dark  brown  with  some  areas  of  blackish  and  deep  red 
light  roughness.  Ex  Dr.  Ruby. 

Late  die  stade,  all  cracks  mentioned  by  Dr.  Sheldon  are 
present  and  well  advanced. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

680*  1796.  S— 116  (low  R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  19,  Gilbert  19. 

About  Good-3.  Most  everything  clear  and  legible,  save 
for  the  reverse,  of  which  only  the  wreath  remains  dis¬ 
tinct.  Dark  brown  and  slightly  lighter  color,  evenly 
worn.  A  few  widely  scattered  pit  marks  on  either  side, 
these  probably  being  in  the  original  flan  before  strik¬ 
ing.  Surfaces  comparatively  clean,  but  edges  show 
numerous  small  bruises.  Still  an  acceptable  example  of 
this  seldom-offered  R-6  variety. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


THE  VERY  RARE  SHELDON  118 

681  1796.  S— 118  (low  R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  14,  Not  in  Gil¬ 

bert.  Closest  date,  6  in  drapery;  berry  under  D.  Good- 
6.  Obverse  less  bold  than  reverse,  as  always,  but  every¬ 
thing  clear  and  readable  except  for  very  bottoms  of 
date  and  tops  of  LIBERTY;  the  all-important  reverse 
fully  VG-7.  Attractive  dark  brown,  even  color,  the 
surfaces  with  the  usual  light  handling  marks,  including 
one  tiny  rim  bruise  above  the  second  T  in  STATES. 
This  variety  was  lacking  in  the  Williams,  “Dupont”, 
Boyd-Gaskill,  Schwartz,  Masters,  and  Bitler  sales.  The 
only  comparable  one  to  be  offered  in  some  years  was 
the  slightly  finer  Naftzger  coin,  only  Good,  and  which 
brought  $120  in  1973.  Most  of  the  new  ones  which 
lowered  the  rarity  rating  from  R-7  to  low  R-6  are 
well  worn  pieces,  most  of  which  were  “cherrypicked” 
unattributed  within  recent  years.  Ex  Brown,  Loring, 
Palmer,  Nielsen.  (Photo) 

CHOICE  UNCIRCULATED  1796  CENT,  SHELDON  119 

682  1796.  S-119  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  15,  Gilbert  15. 

Closest  date,  6  in  drapery;  double  leaf  under  D.  Mint 
State-60,  or  slightly  better.  Prooflike.  Splendid  medium 
reddish-olive  and  brown,  wholly  faded  down  from  the 
original  mint  color.  The  surfaces  display  a  highly 
lustrous,  glossy  sheen,  and  virtually  flawless,  save  for 
one  small  reddish  stain  in  field  before  Ms.  Liberty’s 
throat,  another  smaller  one  below  A  in  STATES.  An 
excellent  bold  strike  on  a  Boulton  &  Watt  planchet, 
showing  far,  far  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  central 
granulation.  A  beautiful  example  of  exceptional  quality, 
this  being  of  Condition  Census  level  and  fully  equal  in 
every  respect  to  Helfenstein’s,  or  to  the  two  pieces 
impounded  in  the  ANS  collection,  or  more  recently, 
to  the  R.  E.  Naftzger  specimen,  this  latter  piece  bring¬ 
ing  $3,000  on  the  floor  to  a  dealer  at  the  sale,  after 
highly  spirited  bidding.  A  “Nichols  Find”  variety  that 
is  all  too  seldom  offered  this  choice.  One  for  the 
quality-conscious  Type  collectors  to  fight  over.  Ex 
Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  Dorothy  Paschal.  (Photo) 

CENTS  OF  1797 

THIRD  FINEST  KNOWN  REVERSE  OF  1796 
WITH  GRIPPED  EDGE 

683  1797.  S-120b  (R-2).  Clapp-Newcomb  2,  Doughty  94. 

Wide  date;  reverse  of  1796.  Gripped  Edge.  Uncircu- 
lated-60.  Beautiful  reddish-brown,  obviously  faded 
down  from  the  original  mint  color,  and  now  mellowed 
to  darker  brown  and  very  dark  olive  upon  the  devices. 
An  excellent  sharp  strike.  Full,  broad  border  serrations, 
but  planchet  with  a  small  (4mm.)  mint  clip  on  edge 
above  IB,  which  protrudes  only  very  slightly  into  the 
milling.  Third  finest  known  of  the  variety,  being  sur¬ 
passed  only  by  two  Mint  State  examples.  Ex  Proskey, 
Hines,  Sheldon,  Naftzger  collection.  (Photo) 

Unpublished  late  die  state,  with  all  breaks  and  crumbl¬ 
ing'  described  by  Dr.  Sheldon  present,  including  curm- 
bling  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  profile  and  hair  ribbons,  and  with 
a  new,  unlisted  crack,  from  rim  opposite  nose  down  to 
top  of  drapery;  reverse  with  possibly  as  many  as  a 
dozen  sets  of  clash  marks. 

684*  1797.  Another  S-120b.  Very  Good.  Sharpness  nearly  Fine, 

but  weak,  flat  strike,  as  nearly  always.  Medium  to  dark 
brown,  the  rev.  with  some  irregular  mottlings  of  very 
dark  green  and  deep  russet  patina.  Small  edge  nicks  on 
either  side,  together  with  some  light  pin  scratches 
through  central  wreath. 

Similar  late  die  state,  with  the  well-advanced  die  crum- 
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Wing  along  tops  of  LIBERTY  and  on  nose,  but  the.  break 
at  right  obv.  not  yet  descernible,  nor  the  break  on  re¬ 
verse,  though  clash  marks  are  plain  in  upper  right  field. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mall  only. 

MINT  ERROR 

685*  1797.  S-121b  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  3,  Doughty  93. 

Close  date;  reverse  of  1796.  Gripped  Edge,  as  almost 
always.  Good.  Slightly  better  in  sharpness,  but  the 
surfaces  are  evenly  rough.  Dark  brown,  even  patina. 

An  interesting  mint  error,  the  obverse  double  struck, 
plainly  showing  fragments  of  another  LIBERTY  above 
that  which  comprised  the  second  full  striking.  Ex 
Mehl,  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Early  die  state,  the  obverse  break  from  the  rim  to  the 
knot  present,  though  diffused  somewhat  by  ythe  planchet 
roughness.  This  variety  has  been  designed  as  ‘‘S-121b" 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  three  pieces  have  turned  up  with 
a  plain  edge  (two  others  aare  rumored  to  exist  in  Basel 
State-1),  similar  to  the  S-120a  sub-variety. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

686*  1797.  S-126  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  9,  Doughty  107. 

Fine-12  or  better.  Sharpness  of  nearly  VF-25,  though 
the  rev.  not  quite  as  bold.  Dark  brown  obverse,  black¬ 
ish-brown  reverse.  Both  sides  display  some  miniscule 
dark  granularity,  especially  throughout  the  reverse, 
otherwise  virtually  free  of  all  but  the  most  microscopic 
handling  defects,  save  for  a  few  small  edge  dents.  Com¬ 
parable  to  the  R.  E.  Naftzger  specimen  last  year  at  a 
very  reasonable  $110.  Ex  Rabin,  B.  Max  Mehl,  Ruby. 

(Photo) 

Rare  so-called  “perfect  dies”,  with  the  obverse  cracks 
just  beginning  to  develop  at  right  denticles;  reverse 
perfect. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

687  1797.  S-130  (R-2).  Clapp-Newcomb  13,  Doughty  99. 

Curved  break  behind  hair  ribbon;  fragmented  left  rib¬ 
bon  end.  Good-6.  Surfaces  dark  brown  with  some  very 
dark  green  rough  patches  on  either  side;  one  or  two 
“hidden”  edge  dents,  but  otherwise  unimpaired. 
Excessively  rare  early  die  state,  though  not  quite  the 
“perfect  obv.  die”  as  this  was  obtained,  as  this  shows 
the  faintest  traces  of  the  curved  break  just  beginning  to 
develop  into  the  field.  It  is  still  the  earliest  state  of 
these  dies  seen  by  us,  and  undoubtedly,  quite  rare; 
only  two  of  the  so-called  “perfect  die”  were  known  to 
Dr.  Sheldon  when  "Penny  Whimsy”  was  written. 

TIED  FOR  FOURTH  FINEST  KNOWN  1797 

688  1797.  S-131  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  14,  Doughty  98. 

Stcmless  Wreath.  Extremely  Fine— 40.  Attractive  light 
brown  and  olive  with  traces  of  original  mint  red  ad¬ 
hering  around  some  of  the  devices  on  both  sides.  Usual 
uneven  strike  for  this  variety,  not  too  well  struck  up  at 
right  on  either  side,  elsewhere  very  bold.  Tied  with  one 
other  in  the  new  Condition  Census  for  honors  of  fourth 
finest  known.  Ex  Proskey,  Hines,  Sheldon,  Clarke, 
Naftzger  collection.  (Photo) 

From  the  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  the  break 
behind  head  heavily  developed,  and  plainly  showing  the 
vertical  breaks  across  right  field. 

689  1797.  Another  S-131.  Sharpness  of  VF  or  better,  but  the 

surfaces  quite  rough;  overall  nearly  Fine.  Dark  brown 
obverse,  blackish-brown  reverse.  Similar  striking  quality 


lo  above,  weak  at  upper  right  obv.  and  lower  right  rev. 
The  regularly-seen  Stcmless  Wreath  variety,  and  a  very 
popular  Type  coin.  Ex  Ruby. 

RAREST  STEMLESS  WREATH  1797  CENT 

690*  1797.  S-132  (R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  15,  Stemless  Wreath. 

Very  Good-8.  Dark  brown  and  steel  patina,  reason¬ 
ably  pleasing  surfaces  for  the  grade,  though  with  the 
usual  light  signs  of  handling,  including  a  cluster  of 
small  field  nicks  at  right  obv.,  none  serious.  Date  weak, 
as  always,  but  legible.  Fully  equal  to  the  VG  coin  in 
the  ANS  collection,  which  was  listed  in  the  1958  Con¬ 
dition  Census  as  sixth  finest  known,  however,  a  small 
group  of  Fine’s  and  VF’s  have  come  out  of  hiding  in 
the  intervening  years,  therefore  displacing  this  and 
others  of  comparable  quality  from  their  inclusion  in  the 
newly-revised  CC.  This  piece  still  acquires  obvious 
importance  as  it  is  a  variety  lacking  in  many  of  even 
the  greatest  collections,  because  it  is  virtually  unob¬ 
tainable  in  decent  condition.  Comparable  overall  to  the 
recently-auctioned  Chatham-Bitler-Naftzger  coin  at 
$140.  The  rarest  Stemless  Wreath  1797  cent.  (Photo) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

691*  1797.  S-137  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  20,  Doughty  101. 

Very  Fine-30.  Very  pleasing  dark  brown  mottlings. 
Usual  uneven  impression  on  a  Boulton  flan,  showing 
some  weakness  at  centers  and  at  lower  leaves  of  wreath, 
the  microscopic  surface  granularity  was,  undoubtedly, 
in  the  original  planchet  before  striking,  and  therefore 
as  made.  This  lovely  specimen  would  certainly  have 
made  the  1958  Condition  Census  as  fifth  finest  known 
had  Dr.  Sheldon  been  aware  of  its  existence;  as  its  is, 
it  is  certainly  well  within  the  best  ten  known,  and  still 
not  too  far  away  from  CC  quality,  being  excluded  by 
several  others  only  a  few  points  finer  than  this.  Com¬ 
parable  to  the  Borcky-Hussey-Naftzger  piece.  (Photo) 
Intermediate  early  die  state,  the  reverse  cracks  and  die 
bulges  are  just  beginning  to  develop. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

692*  1797.  Another  S-137.  Good-6.  Attractive  dark  brown  sur¬ 

faces  with  slightly  lighter  brown  upon  the  devices.  An 
excellent  coin  for  the  grade.  Ex  Ruby. 

Very  late  die  state,  with  all  cracks  and  die  swellings 
fully  advanced,  the  bulges  now  obliterating  UNI  and 
nearly  all  of  AMERICA. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

693*  1797.  A  third  S-137.  Almost  Good.  Medium  and  dark 

brown  color.  Most  everything  readable,  save  for  LIB 
and  portions  of  the  reverse  legends  and  wreath;  these 
weaknesses  are  not  entirely  attributable  to  wear  due  to 
the  advanced  die  failures. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

SCARCE  DOUBLE  STRIKE 

694*  1797.  S-138  (R-l).  Clapp-Newcomb  21,  Doughty  103. 

Denomination  skewed  left,  swelling  at  OF.  Very  Good- 
8.  An  attractive  even  dark  brown  color,  with  somewhat 
glossy  surfaces,  without  any  blemishes  aside  from 
honest  wear  and  one  or  two  very  tiny  edge  nicks.  A 
very  curious  and  most  unusual  mint  error,  with  both 
sides  completely  double  struck,  the  two  impressions 
rotated  about  5°  apart.  The  most  interesting  feature 
being  that  on  the  second  striking  the  9  in  date  was 
superimposed  over  the  previously-struck  final  7,  there¬ 
by  obliterating  the  underfigure  and  creating  the  illusion 
of  a  “1799”  date.  Not  too  deceptive,  but  we  can  readily 
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understand  how  one  former  Texas  dealer  sold  it  to  the 
previous  owner  as  a  legitimate  “1799”.  Ex  B.  Max 
Mehl  (in  the  original  small  white  Mehl  box).  (Photo) 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

695*  1797.  Another  S-138.  Good.  As  sharp  as  last,  VG-7,  but 

the  surfaces  are  dark  and  rough,  with  a  few  scattered 
patches  of  bright  green  encrustations  on  both  sides. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

696  1797.  S-139  (R-l).  CN  22,  D-105.  Normal  T;  fraction  bar 

joins  r.  ribbon.  Ex.  Fine-45,  well  struck,  iridescent  light 
olive  partly  faded  from  mint  lustre.  Few  insignificant 
rev.  rim  dents  and  nicks,  small  field  dig  before  nose. 
The  lovely  surfaces  redeem  most  of  these  defects.  Ob¬ 
tained  as  "Choice  AU”,  understandably.  Early  die  state, 
two  obv.  cracks  light,  no  visible  rev.  bulge,  light  drapery 
clash  marks  near  S  OF.  (Photo) 

697  1797.  Another  S-139.  Fine-12.  Dark  brown  blending  with 

touches  of  deep  sea-green  patina.  Fairly  well  struck 
and  centered.  Excellent  surfaces,  generally  free  of  visi¬ 
ble  blemishes.  A  very  appealing  example  for  the  date 
for  either  variety  specialist  or  Type  collector.  Slightly 
earlier  die  state  than  preceding.  Ex  Mehl  (in  the 
original  small  white  Mehl  box),  thence  in  a  New 
Netherlands  "Numisma”  mail  bid  sale  in  the  1950’s, 
Dr.  Charles  L.  Ruby. 

Early  die  state,  only  the  first  break  from  edge  to  curls 
shows,  and  that  one  very  slightly.  Without  visible  die 
swelling  at  S,  OF,  A  on  reverse;  instead,  light  clash 
marks  from  drapery  show  at  final  S  and  over  OF. 

698*  1797.  S-140  (high  R-l).  Clapp-Newcomb  23,  Doughty 

104.  Detached  right  arm  of  T;  reverse  as  last.  Good. 
Sharpness  of  VG  or  slightly  better  where  struck  up, 

but  some  details  have  been  obscured  by  the  advanced 
stage  of  the  die  swellings  and  surface  roughness.  Very 
dark  brown  and  black,  the  reverse  with  splotches  of 
some  red-orange  color  from  an  ancient  partial  cleaning. 
Heavily  bulged  in  the  field  behind  head;  the  reverse 
swelling  has  severely  weakened  final  S  in  STATES  and 
first  A  in  AMERICA;  OF  almost  completely  obliterated. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

699  1797.  S-142  (low  R-6).  Clapp-Newcomb  26,  Doughty  96. 

7  imbedded  in  the  drapery;  right  stem  points  through  C. 
Very  Good-8.  Nearly  Fine  in  actual  sharpness,  but  the 
blackish-brown  surfaces  have  developed  an  even  light 
roughness,  and  there  are  several  tiny  edge  nicks  right 
of  date.  Not  far  below  Condition  Census  level,  which 
includes  a  couple  of  Fine  coins;  almost  unobtainable 
finer.  A  coin  of  great  importance  to  the  variety  special¬ 
ist,  as  this  was  not  included  in  the  many  important  cent 
auctions,  such  as  Williams,  Young,  “Dupont”,  Boyd- 
Gaskill,  Masters  and  Bitler.  The  overall  better  example 
in  the  Dr.  Ruby  collection  (VF,  but  also  rough)  brought 
$475  on  the  floor  of  that  sale  last  February.  Ex  Breen, 
Warfield.  (Photo) 

700  1797.  S-143.  Style  II  letters  (curled  tail  to  R),  Stemless 

Wreath.  Very  Good.  Obv.  very  bold,  more  like  Fine, 
but  porous,  especially  near  borders.  Rev.  less  bold, 
more  porous  and  a  little  rough  (dark  green  patina,  de¬ 
vices  highlighted),  struck  in  such  a  way  that  end  of 
bust  and  S  OF  are  not  legible.  Overall  grade  might  be 
VG-7  or  even  8  if  you’re  feeling  optimistic.  Obtained 
as  an  ordinary  Stemless  Wreath  back  when  this  variety 
was  still  rated  as  Rarity  7,  about  1959-ironically,  more 
valuable  now  even  though  considerably  less  rare.  Ex 
Breen.  (Photo) 


CENTS  OF  1798 

GROUP  I:  STYLE  1  LETTERS  AND  HAIR 

701*  1798.  S-148  (R-2).  Clapp  6,  Doughty  117.  The  horned  9 

variety.  Very  Good.  Some  peripheral  details  suggestive 
of  a  Fine  grade,  but  the  central  portion  of  the  obverse 
is  weak,  as  always.  Steel  brown  patina.  A  couple  of 
nicks  at  top  of  head.  Ex  McGirk,  Barney  Bluestone 
sale,  1949,  Ruby. 

Late  die  state,  showing  the  heavy  rim  break  over  ERTY. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  II:  OVERDATES 

702'  1798.  S— 151  (R— 4).  Clapp  9,  Doughty  112.  Close  overdate, 

1798/97;  short  fraction  bar.  Good.  Much  bolder  in 
actual  sharpness,  but  the  surfaces  are  rough  and  light¬ 
ly  pitted.  Rare  variety,  the  second  rarest  overdate 
among  the  1798’s.  Ex  Numismatic  Gallery,  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

7031'  1798.  Another  S— 151.  Really  VG,  but  obverse  with  num¬ 

erous  criss-cross  pin  scratches;  overall  Good.  Steel 
and  very  dark  brown  patina.  Plain  edge,  as  usual. 

Later  die  state  than  preceding,  with  all  breaks  and  die 
swellings  present. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  III:  LARGE  8,  STYLE  I  HAIR,  STYLE  II  LETTERS 

704  1798.  S-153  (low  R-4).  Clapp  11,  Doughty  120.  Large 

wide  date,  7  touches  denticle.  Sharpness  cioser  to  AU 
than  to  Extremely  Fine,  but  struck  upon  a  granular 
planchet  (as  frequently  seen  on  this  variety),  which 
has  developed  into  an  even,  light  roughness.  At  least 
Very  Fine-25  on  an  overall  basis;  rather  pleasing 
charcoal  color  with  touches  of  dark  brown.  On  a 
smoother  planchet,  this  would  unquestionably  rank  as 
third  finest;  it  is  still  not  too  far  below  Condition 
Census  quality  to  or  perhaps  slightly  better  than  the 
piece  impounded  in  the  ANS  collection.  A  decidedly 
uncommon  variety'.  (Photo) 

705*  1798.  Another  S— 153.  Good.  Sharpness  of  VG,  with  the 

usual  light  signs  of  handling  as  expected  for  the  grade, 
including  a  few  small  abrasions  upon  the  rims.  Ex 
Stack’s  sale,  June  1968. 

Late  die  state,  with  heavy  rim  break  at  bust  point,  heavy 
wreath  incusations  at  chin  and  throat,  faintly  behind 
head;  reverse  lightly  cracked  around  entire  legend,  with 
additional  break  connecting  uppermost  leaves,  other 
cracks  arc  into  field  from  tips  of  leaves  at  left  wreath. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

706*  1798.  A  3rd  S-153.  Good.  Dark  brown  fields,  lighter 

upon  the  devices;  very  slightly  rough,  identifiable  by 
a  pin-scratch  from  juncture  of  throat  and  chin  ex¬ 
tending  up  into  hair  above  air.  Ex  Rabin  collection 
(Philadelphia),  Ruby. 

Similar  die  state  as  last,  except  for  the  final  cracks 
mentioned  on  the  reverse,  which  are  not  apparent  on 
this  specimen. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

707  1798.  S-154  (high  R-4).  Clapp  12,  Not  in  Doughty.  The 

embedded  8.  More  or  less  VF-20,  the  obverse  barely 
short  of  that  grade,  the  reverse  a  little  above  it.  At¬ 
tractive  dark  brown,  nicely  blended  with  black.  Struck 
on  an  unusually  broad  planchet  (29mm)  with  diagon¬ 
ally  reeded  edge  (very  unusual).  Very  rare  in  the  upper 


u.  S.  LARGE  CENTS 


117 


grades;  very  seldom  offered  as  nice  as  this.  The  slightly 
finer  R.  E.  Naftzger  coin  brought  $300  15  months  ago. 

Early  state  of  the  reverse  die:  swelling  nearly  obliter¬ 
ates  ED  In  UNITED.  The  bust  of  Ms.  Liberty  Is  heavily 
incused  below  ATES  and  through  OF. 

708*  1798.  Another  S-154.  Good  to  Very  Good.  The  obverse 

strictly  Good,  the  reverse  fully  VG.  Dark  brown 
blending  with  lighter  shades.  The  surfaces  are  rela¬ 
tively  clean  for  the  grade,  with  smooth,  even  wear, 
and  showing  only  a  few  old  and  light  edge  abrasions. 
Struck  on  a  broad  flan  (28.5mm.),  but  without  any 
evidence  of  edge  reeding. 

Late  state  of  the  reverse,  the  die  swelling  now  very  ad¬ 
vanced. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

709*  1798.  S-157  (R-5).  Clapp  16,  Doughty  122.  Good  4.  Ob¬ 

verse  a  little  stronger  than  the  reverse,  and  the  centers 
on  both  sides  are  somewhat  weakly  struck  from  die 
failure,  this  being  a  characteristic  on  this  variety. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

710*  1798.  S-161  (low  R-2).  Clapp  21,  Doughty  130.  Good. 

Better  than  VG  in  actual  sharpness,  but  the  surfaces 
somewhat  rough  on  both  sides,  and  the  obv.  rather 
extensively  pock-marked  with  small  to  medium-sized 
pit  marks.  Ex  Paramount’s  ANA  sale  in  1967. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

711*  1798.  S— 164  (R-5).  C-24,  D-123.  Die  sinking  at  date. 

Very  Fair-3.  Date  and  more  than  half  of  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  discernible.  Rev.  details  better  than  obv.  Brown 
and  olive  patination,  considerable  surface  granulation. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

GROUP  V:  LARGE  8,  STYLE  II  HAIR 

712  1798.  S-167  (high  R-l).  Clapp  27,  Doughty  118.  Almost 

Uncirculated-50.  Splendid,  lustrous  surfaces  with  hints 
of  faded  mint  color  blended  with  reddish-brown  and 
dark  olive,  darker  brown  on  the  reverse  mottled  with 
subdued  shades  of  deep  russet,  overlaid  with  a  thin 
film  of  pale  iridescence;  very  attractive.  Borderline 
Condition  Census,  excelled  only  by  a  few  points  by  two 
AU’s  and  four  Mint  State  examples.  The  only  auction 
record  known  to  us  for  almost  comparable  quality 
was  the  Roebling-Naftzger  Uncirculated  coin  at 
$1,100.  Not  rare  as  a  variety  by  any  means,  but  rare 
in  choice  condition,  such  as  offered  here.  One  for  the 
date  or  Type  collectors.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  die  state,  with  most  of  the  cracks  as 
mentioned  in  "Penny  Whimsey";  the  reverse  showing 
faint  clash  marks,  and  the  usual  die  failures  at  the  top 
leaves  on  the  right  side  of  the  wreath,  together  with 
the  weakness  at  OF. 

713  1798.  Another  S-167.  More  or  less  Good.  Dark  brown 

surfaces,  showing  some  light  porosity  and  a  few  shallow 
pit-like  defects,  these  probably  being  in  the  planchet 
before  striking.  Ex  Stack’s  sale,  September  17-18, 
1965. 

714  1798.  Another  S— 167.  Early  die  state.  Good— 5,  inscriptions 

worn  but  readable.  Brownish  patina.  Even  wear;  no 
impairments  worthy  of  mention.  A  nice  representative 
specimen  of  the  variety  and  date. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


GROUP  VI:  SMALL  8,  STYLE  II  HAIR 

715  1798.  S-I68  (R-3).  Clapp  28.  Doughty  134.  8  high  and  left; 

cracks  encircle  outer  legend.  AU-50.  Lustrous  medium 
brown,  blending  with  (races  of  golden  faded  mint  color; 
comparatvely  clean  and  attractive  surfaces,  though 
rather  unevenly  struck  upon  a  slightly  defective  plan¬ 
chet  showing  some  granularity  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  chest, 
shoulder  drapery,  lower  curls,  and  in  field  before 
throat;  weakly  impressed  on  the  corresponding  portion 
of  the  leaves  of  wreath  on  reverse  -  these  defects 
being  inherent  with  its  method  of  manufacture,  and 
are,  therefore,  as  made.  Obverse  struck  slightly  off 
center  toward  the  upper  right.  Tied  with  several  others 
in  the  Condition  Census  for  possibly  fifth,  certinly  no 
worse  that  sixth  finest  known.  Ex  Hines,  Downing, 
Smith,  Paschal,  Coins  &  Currency  auction,  December 
4,  1970,  Naftzger,  after  which  it  changed  hands  as 
“Uncirculated”  by  one  commercially-oriented  dealer. 

(Photo) 

Late  state,  reverse  die  rusted;  plain  cracks  through 
tops  of  the  entire  legend. 

716  1798.  S-170  (low  R-4).  C-30,  D-128.  Curved  well  spaced 

date,  short  fraction  bar,  recut  U,  C  of  CENT  leans 
right.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  piece  shows  minimal 
evidence  of  wear  but  is  very  weakly  struck  at  lower  r. 
obv.,  affecting  drapery  and  date,  as  on  the  Sheldon 
plate  coin  only  more  so;  upper  r.  rev.  also  weakly 
struck,  rendering  F  A  illegible  and  weakening  O  AME 
and  adjacent  outer  leaves.  Light  steel  blending  with 
faded  red  lustre.  Though  some  of  the  pale  red  may 
have  come  from  cleaning,  some  of  it  certainly  was  on 
when  it  left  the  mint.  A  grade  of  AU— 50  would  be 
conservative  for  this  piece,  which  places  it  into  the 
Condition  Census.  Very  minor  bag  marks,  not  affect¬ 
ing  the  colors.  Perfect  obv.  die,  no  trace  of  the  crack. 

(Photo) 

717*  1798.  Another  S-170.  Good.  Sharpness  of  nearly  Fine,  but 

somewhat  rough  and  mishandled,  showing  light  pin 
scratches  around  the  entire  periphery  on  both  sides, 
and  a  plain  dent  on  edge  below  lowest  curl. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

718  1798.  S-174  (low  R-2).  Clapp  34,  Not  in  Doughty.  Very 

Fine-35.  Medium  brown  and  light  olive,  the  latter 
faded  down  from  the  original  mint  color.  Some  picayune 
handling  nicks,  as  expected  with  the  grade,  the  only 
one  barely  worth  mention  being  a  tiny  edge  nick  over 
R  in  AMERICA.  An  exceptionally  desirable  example 
of  this  variety,  and  only  a  few  points  below  Condition 
Census  quality.  Ex  MacAllister  sale,  1931,  Hussey 
(New  Netherlands  54th  sale.  Smith  collection.  (Photo) 

The  usually-seen  state  of  the  dies,  with  dot-like  de¬ 
fects  in  obverse  fields,  and  the  reverse  with  heavy  in- 
cusations  in  lower  right  quadrant. 

719  1798.  S-176  (low  R-5).  Clapp  6,  Not  in  Doughty.  More 

or  less  Fine-12.  Obverse  fully  Fine-15  in  sharpness, 
the  reverse  not  nearly  as  bold,  closer  to  VG-10. 
Medium  tan  overlaid  with  very  dark  russet  patina, 
together  with  scattered  patches  of  dark  green  roughness 
on  the  reverse.  Minor  signs  of  handling.  A  very  rare 
variety,  almost  never  seen  above  Good  condition,  and 
usually  found  only  on  poor  quality,  dark  and  rough 
planchets.  (Photo) 

720  1798.  S-177  (R-5).  Clapp  37.  V.  Fine-20.  Almost  VF- 

25  where  struck  up,  though  centers  not  too  boldly  im¬ 
pressed.  and  the  surfaces  are  very  slightly  rough.  Most¬ 
ly  an  even  dark  brown  color  with  an  area  of  darker 
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patina  behind  curls,  the  only  visible  abrasion  being 
one  plain  diagonal  scratch  through  N  in  ONE.  A  very 
desirable  example  of  this  rare  variety.  (Photo) 

721  1798.  S-178  (R-6).  Clapp  38.  Reverse  of  1796.  Good. 

Obverse  bold,  but  struck  from  the  badly  rusted  die, 
the  reverse  characteristically  weak,  especially  in  the 
lower  left  quadrant.  Very  dark  blackish-brown  sur¬ 
faces,  identifiable  by  four  vertical  pin-scratches  from 
bust  to  chin.  Comparable  to  the  Dr.  Sheldon-Peter- 
son  -  Paschal  -  Schwartz  -  “Century  Sale”  specimen 
(Good-5),  the  Dr.  French  coin  (Good-5),  and  the  J. 
P.  Young  coin  (Good-4);  the  slightly  finer  Admiral 
Bitler  example  (VG)  brought  $350  nearly  two  years 
ago.  A  great  rarity  in  any  condition,  always  in  hysteri¬ 
cal  demand  whenever  offered,  and  thus  continually 
setting  new  auction  records.  Ex  Kenneth  Rendell  (circa 
early  1960’s).  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  struck  from  shattered  and  rusted  dies, 
the  latter  giving  the  appearance  of  surface  roughness 
(which  is  usual  for  this  variety). 

722*  1798.  S-179  (high  R-l).  Clapp  39,  Doughty  135.  Good. 

VG  in  sharpness,  but  dark  and  granular,  showing  a 
minute  pit  mark  or  two  on  obv.  together  with  a  light 
edge  bruise  opposite  bust.  Ex  Downing,  (privately,  via 
Barney  Bluestone),  Clarke  (in  the  original  small  Clarke 
box),  Ruby. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

723*  1798.  S-184  (low  R-2).  Clapp  44,  Doughty  124.  Good. 

Sharpness  of  more  or  less  Fine,  but  the  surfaces  are 
dark  and  rough,  the  obverse  showing  some  plain  sur¬ 
faces  abrasions.  Date  or  Type  collectors  coin. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

CENTS  OF  1799 
RARE  “PERFECT  DATE” 

724  1799.  S-189  (high  R-2).  Clapp  2,  Doughty  138.  Perfect 

date.  More  or  less  Fine-15.  This  cent  has  the  obv. 
sharpness  of  full  VF,  but  the  reverse  is  much  weaker 
(as  usual),  and  the  surfaces  are  lightly  and  evenly 
porous,  this  being  the  case  on  a  vast  majority  of  the 
planchets  used  for  the  1799's.  One  of  the  extremely 
rare  impressions  on  which  both  the  date  and  LIBERTY 
are  unusually  strong,  which  is  only  found  on  approxi¬ 
mately  one  per  cent  of  the  total  remaining  survivors  of 
this  rare  date.  Most  1799  cents  have  strong  LIBERTY 
and  weak  dates,  or  vice  versa.  A  few  light  handling 
marks  on  either  side,  though  none  are  serious  or 
worthy  of  a  detailed  description.  A  well  balanced 
1799  cent,  like  the  present  specimen,  is  really  rare.  In 
many  ways,  more  attractive  than  the  piece  sold  in 
the  original  collection  of  large  cents  formed  by  Dr. 
Ruby,  which  brought  $2,200  last  February.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  die  state,  with  the  two  rim  breaks  over  P, 
AM  now  fused  into  one  continuous  break,  and  the  "mint 
mark"  die  chip  between  E  in  ONE  and  T  in  CENT  still 
quite  small. 

725  1799.  Another  S-189.  Very  Good.  Sharpness  of  Fine,  but 

evenly  diffusely  rough.  Very  dark  brown  overlaid  with 
heavy  dark  green  patina.  A  few  faint  pin  scratches  on 
either  side.  The  usually-seen  uneven  strike,  weak  at 
LIBERTY,  but  stronger  on  date,  especially  the  nines. 
The  border  denticles  are  about  three-fourths  complete 
on  the  reverse,  while  only  barely  visible  at  the  right 
on  obverse,  which  is  characteristic  of  ihe  strong-date- 


weak-LIBERTY  coins.  An  attractive  coin.  Ex  Ruby. 

(Photo) 

Slightly  earlier  die  state  than  on  last,  with  the  rim 
breaks  over  F,  AM  plain,  but  no  trace  of  the  "mint 
mark"  die  chip,  as  yet. 

726  1799.  A  third  S-189.  Good-5.  Dark  brown  with  some 

lighter  olive  modulations.  Struck  on  a  much  smoother 
planchet  than  the  preceding,  but  the  surfaces  are  ex¬ 
tensively  lightly  abraded  and  faintly  pin  scratched, 
the  only  really  plain  nick  being  at  top  of  leaf  to  base 
of  O  in  OF;  the  pit-like  defect  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  chin 
was  apparently  in  the  original  flan  before  striking, 
and  therefore,  as  made.  Similar  striking  qualities  to 
preceding,  though,  conversely,  with  strong  LIBERTY 
and  weak  date,  the  right  side  of  rev.  much  bolder  than 
left.  A  very  acceptable  example  of  this  extremely 
elusive  date,  possibly  the  single-most  popular  date  in 
the  entire  series,  aside  from  Ihe  1 793 ’s.  (Photo) 

Die  chip  between  E  in  ONE  and  T  in  CENT  still  small, 
but  much  further  advanced  than  on  the  preceding  two 
1799's  offered  above. 

CENTS  OF  1800 
CONDITION  CENSUS 

727  1800/1798.  S-190.  (R-5).  Head  of  1797;  rev.  Field  rust 

around  AMERICA,  base  of  E  recut,  final  A  recut. 
Better  than  Extremely  Fine,  obv.  with  evidence  of  old 
cleaning,  rev.  with  partly  iridescent  light  golden  olive 
faded  from  mint  color;  several  rim  dents  smoothed 
down  on  obv.  Nice  enough  that  it  was  obtained  as 
“AU-50,  fourth  finest”,  but  it  is  still  in  the  Condition 
Census.  (Photo) 

728  1800.  S-191  (R-2).  Clapp-Newcomb  2,  Doughty  139.  First 

overdate,  1800/1798;  injured  reverse  die.  Very  Fine- 
25.  Nearer  to  VF-35  in  actual  sharpness,  but  the  sur¬ 
faces  are  lightly  porous,  much  of  which  may  have 
been  in  the  original  flan  before  striking,  including  the 
pit-like  defect  between  forehead  and  Y.  Pleasing  dark 
brown,  delicately  mottled  with  variations  of  lighter 
and  darker  shades;  a  few  tiny  handling  marks  around 
the  rims,  none  prominent  enough  to  merit  description. 
Comparable  to  the  MacAllister-Hussey-Naftzger  coin, 
which  brought  $550  on  the  floor  of  that  sale  after 
highly  spirited  bidding.  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  showing  all  the  failures  and  cracks 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Sheldon. 

729*  1800.  Another  S-191.  Good.  Really  VG,  but  the  surfaces 

similar  to  above,  lightly  roughened  by  porosity.  Mostly 
steel-brown  color.  An  interesting  mint  error,  display¬ 
ing  a  rather  large  mint  clip  (8inm.)  between  1:00 
o’clock  and  2:00  o’clock  on  obverse.  An  attractive 
example  of  a  very  popular  overdate.  Ex  Ruby. 

Similar  die  state  to  above,  though  the  failures  at  frac¬ 
tion  are  somewhat  advanced. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

730*  1800.  A  third  S-191.  Good.  Sharper  than  last,  with  the 

details  of  Fine,  but  surfaces  are  dark  and  rough,  show¬ 
ing  extensive  porosity  upon  the  reverse. 

A  little  earlier  die  state  than  preceding,  the  injuries  at 
CENT  not  as  fully  developed. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

731*  1800.  S-194  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  5,  Doughty  143. 

Good.  Really  more  or  less  VG,  but  unevenly  struck, 
with  right  side  of  rev.  bolder  than  left.  Obverse 
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showing  a  couple  of  light  scratches,  together  with  one 
pinpoint  nick  above  ear;  surfaces  granular,  probably  as 
made. 

Very  late  die  state,  with  all  breaks  as  described  by  Dr. 
Sheldon  now  well  advanced. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

732*  1800.  S-200  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  13,  Doughty  148. 

Very  Good-8.  Perhaps  this  should  be  graded  a  little 
higher,  but  rather  softly  struck  in  centers  due  to  the 
advanced  die  failures,  however,  the  splendid  surfaces 
are  smooth  and  glossy,  fully  consistent  with  a  grade  of 
at  least  Fine  or  possibly  better.  Ex  Mehl  (in  the 
original  small  Mehl  box),  Ruby.  (Photo) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

THIRD  FINEST  KNOWN  1800  CENT,  SHELDON  203 

733  1800.  S-203  (low  R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  16,  Doughty  151. 

Die  cut  before  nose;  injured  reverse.  Extremely  Fine- 
45  where  struck  up,  though  weakly  impressed  on  Ms. 
Liberty's  face  and  top  of  head,  LIBERTY,  and  the 
corresponding  portion  of  the  lower  reverse,  these 
weaknesses  being  the  result  of  the  severe  die  injuries 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Sheldon.  The  lovely  surfaces  are 
strongly  suggestive  of  an  AU  grade,  though  display 
some  microscopic  planchet  granularity,  as  made. 
Splendid  shades  of  light  olive-tan  blending  with 
medium  brown,  the  colors  obviously  faded  down  from 
the  original  mint  red,  of  which  there  remains  generous 
splashes,  especially  throughout  the  reverse.  The  only 
blemishes  worthy  of  note  being  one  small  field  nick 
at  both  left  and  right  on  reverse.  However  one  grades 
it,  it  still  ranks  as  third  finest  known  in  the  Condition 
Census,  possibly  tied  with  one  other  for  honors,  and 
only  surpassed  by  two  Mint  State  examples,  one  of 
which  permanently  reposes  in  the  ANS  collection.  Ex 
Stack’s  1969  fixed  price  list,  R.  E.  Naftzger  collection. 

(Photo) 

Advanced  die  state,  with  a  row  of  incused  denticles  im¬ 
pressed  at  border  below  lower  curls,  extending  to  right 
bust.  Reverse  in  the  same  state  as  when  used  on  the 
1801  NC-1,  with  heavy  incusations  from  bust  and  date 
at  TES  OF. 

734*  1800.  Another  S-203.  Good  In  terms  of  wear,  this  cent  is 

close  to  Fine,  considering  the  characteristic  flatness  on 
all  examples  seen  from  these  badly  injured  dies,  but 
the  very  dark  brown  surfaces  are  somewhat  rough, 
displaying  a  large  area  of  bright  green  verdigris  in 
field  before  bust  and  throat,  another  smaller  patch 
behind  head.  Ex  1965  CSNA  auction  sale. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

7351  1800.  A  Third  S-203.  Good-6.  Dark  brown  with  lighter 

color  highlighting  the  devices,  evenly  worn.  The  sur¬ 
faces  show  some  of  the  usual  handling  marks,  as  ex¬ 
pected  with  this  grade,  but  none  are  really  important 
enough  to  merit  a  detailed  description.  An  interesting 
mint  error,  with  a  5mm.  mint  clip  at  8:00  o’clock  on 
the  obv.  More  appealing  overall  than  the  above  lot. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

736  1800.  S-205  (R— 4).  Clapp-Newcomb  18.  Very  Fine-25. 

Beautiful  “autumn  leaves”  patina,  the  colors  ranging 
from  dark  reddish-brown,  olive,  light  and  dark  green, 
dark  brown,  and  deep  russet;  very  attracive.  Usual 
uneven  strike.  A  highly  desirable  specimen.  Rare,  and 
not  often  encountered  even  in  this  condition,  much 
less  better.  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  after  the  dies  had  clashed,  and  with  the 


horizontal  break  behind  head  now  about  5mm.  long; 
Ihe  reverse  with  all  breaks  mentioned  by  Dr.  Sheldon, 
Including  the  cracks  at  both  zeros  in  fraction,  and  across 
right  ribbon  end  and  ICA. 

737*  1800.  S-209  (R-3).  Fair-2.  Some  details  better  than  others; 

date  mostly  plain.  Olive  to  steel  colored  patination. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

738*  1800.  S-211  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  24.  Very  Good-8. 

Dark  brown  and  some  lighter  olive,  mingling  with  pale 
greenish  iridescence.  Rather  softly  impressed  in  centers 
due  to  the  advanced  die  failures.  Exceptionally  beauti¬ 
ful  surfaces,  highly  glossy  and  smooth,  and  strongly 
suggestive  of  a  much  higher  grade.  Ex  Mehl  (in  the 
original  small  Mehl  box),  Bauer,  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  clash  marks  at  rim  above  LIBERTY;  the 
die  swelling  behind  head  now  extends  to  the  level  of 
the  ribbons,  and  includes  severe  weakness  on  bust  and 
hair  directly  above  180;  the  faint  beginnings  of  the 
“comet”  die  breaks  show  from  back  of  head  at  top  of 
hair  ribbons. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

739*  1800.  Another  S-211.  Good.  Equally  as  bold  as  last,  per¬ 

haps  with  even  a  little  more  central  definition,  but  the 
surfaces  are  evenly  granular,  and  the  obv.  shows  a 
couple  of  long  scuff  marks.  Ex  Paramount’s  ANA 
sale,  1967. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

740*  S-212  (R-3).  Clapp-Newcomb  25.  Not  in  Doughty.  Good. 

Dark  brown  mottled  with  lighter  shades,  the  surfaces 
with  the  usual  small  signs  of  handling,  several  of  which 
were  recent  enough  to  disturb  the  color  somewhat; 
two  faint  scratches  in  the  form  of  an  “X”  at  very 
center  of  obv.  Ex  Van  Roden  collection. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

CENTS  OF  1801 

741*  1801.  S-215  (high  R-5).  Newcomb  3.  Good.  Sharpness  of 

VG,  but  very  slightly  bent  by  a  long,  shallow  dent 
on  obv.  behind  head;  reverse  with  a  long,  plain  nick 
affecting  1C  of  AMERICA.  Blackish-brown  in  the 
fields,  lighter  brown  upon  the  devices;  surfaces  slightly 
granular,  probably  as  made.  Usual  uneven  strike,  very 
weakly  impressed  at  LIBERTY  and  the  corresponding 
part  of  the  lower  reverse.  A  very  rare  variety,  seldom 
seen  in  any  condition.  Ex  Mehl  (in  the  original  small 
box),  thence  in  a  New  Netherland’s  "Numisma”  mail 
bid  sale  in  the  1950’s,  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Very  rare  early  state,  with  perfect  obverse  die;  straight 
crack  on  rev.,  as  always,  with  the  usual  die  failures 
above  legend  at  top  and  upper  right. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

SECOND  FINEST  KNOWN 
BORDERLINE  UNCIRCULATED  THREE 
ERRORS  VARIETY,  SHELDON  219 

742  1801.  S-219  (R— 2).  Newcomb  6,  Doughty  156.  The  famous 

Three  Errors  variety)  Borderline  Uncirculated.  A 
magnificent  coin,  with  splendid  surfaces  displaying  a 
remarkable  lustrous  sheen,  mottled  light  brown  and 
olive  with  traces  of  brilliant  mint  red  color  adhering 
around  the  outline  on  Ms.  Liberty,  elsewhere  with  faint 
traces  peeking  through,  wholly  faded  down  from  Ihe 
original  mint  color.  It  falls  short  of  full  Mint  State 
quality  only  because  of  the  most  microscopic  traces  of 
rubbing  upon  the  uppermost  points,  together  with  two 
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minute  pin-pricks  hidden  in  the  hair,  and  two  small 
scratches  on  the  rev.,  one  disturbing  the  color  slightly, 
the  other  one  not  at  all.  The  second  finest  known, 
being  full  equal  to,  or  a  hair’s  breadth  better  than  the 
Col.  Ellsworth  coin  in  the  ANS  collection,  and  only 
surpassed  by  one  full  Mint  State  example.  A  spectacu¬ 
lar  coin  of  the  highest  possible  magnitude,  and  an 
opportunity  unlikely  to  be  repeated  again  for  many 
years.  This  famous  variety  has  been  in  fanatical  de¬ 
mand  for  well  over  a  century,  and  deserves  un¬ 
bounded  enthusiasm  in  the  quality  such  as  offered  here. 
From  England,  ex  Jerry  Cohen  (April,  1970),  R.  E. 
Naftzger  collection.  (Photo) 

Usual  late  state  of  the  dies,  reverse  tvith  all  cracks  and 
clash  marks  as  described  by  Dr.  Sheldon.  The  weak¬ 
nesses  at  LIERTY,  upper  wreath  and  STATES  OF  are 
always  present  on  the  later  issues,  resulting  from  the 
severe  die  injuries. 

742A*  1800.  A  second  S-219.  Good.  Dark  brown  surfaces  show¬ 
ing  the  usual  light  signs  of  abrasions,  as  expected  with 
with  the  grade,  including  one  small  edge  bruise  below 
bust;  identifiable  by  a  small  pit-like  planchet  defect 
in  the  right  field  near  lower  border,  as  made.  Ex  Mehl, 
Ruby. 

Extremely  rare  perfect  reverse  die,  without  and  traces 
whatsoever  of  the  nearly-always-seen  cracks  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  “Penny  Whimsy”. 

♦Bids  acceded  by  mail  only. 

CENTS  OF  1802 

ONE  OF  TWO  FINEST  1801’s  WITH 
SINGLE  ERROR  FRACTION 

742B  1801.  S-220  (R-3).  Newcomb  7,  Doughty  157.  Pointed 
first  1;  fraction  1/000.  Almost  Uncirculated-50.  Highly 
lustrous  medium  brown  and  lighter  olive  color,  the 
latter  representing  touches  of  original  faded  mint  red 
scattered  here  and  there,  mostly  evident  around  the 
devices  upon  the  reverse;  one  area  of  pale  russet 
patina  engulfing  the  bust  and  right  side  of  date.  The 
surfaces  are  beautiful  in  every  respect,  and  not  actually 
too  far  away  from  being  absolutely  flawless,  though 
lightly  coated  with  a  protective  lacquer  finish  (re¬ 
movable).  Unknown  to  Dr.  Sheldon  when  “Penny 
Whimsy”  was  published  in  1958,  and  now  takes  its 
rightful  place  at  the  very  top  of  the  Condition  Census, 
being  tied  with  one  other  for  honors  as  finest  known. 
Here  is  another  coin  that  is  calculated  to  elicit  hysteri¬ 
cal  bidding  from  the  variety,  date,  type,  and  condi¬ 
tion  collectors  alike.  Ex  Brand,  Brand  Hoard  remnant 
(1963),  Picker,  Paschal,  Sheldon,  Naftzger.  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  with  all  cracks  and  clash  marks  as 
described  by  Dr.  Sheldon  present  and  full  advanced. 

742C*  1801.  S-224  (R-l).  Newcomb  12,  Doughty  163.  Blunt  l’s; 
fraction  1/00.  Good. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

742D  1802.  S-225  (R-3).  N-l,  D-172.  1  touches  hair;  PHL  well 
beyond  S.  Sharpness  between  EF  and  AU,  toned  to  a 
variety  of  dark  shades;  obv.  field  granular,  left  rev. 
frankly  rough.  Amazingly,  this  sharp  piece  was  ob¬ 
tained  as  “MS-60,  Tied  for  Fourth  Finest  Known”. 
It  is  better  struck  than  usual  for  the  variety,  though 
some  leaves  are  rounded  as  always;  late  die  state, 
heavy  rim  break  below  date,  but  as  yet  no  rim  break 
at  top  reverse.  (Photo) 


742E  1802.  S-226  (R-3).  Newcomb  2,  Doughty  173.  1  touches 
hair;  incomplete  loops.  Extremely  Fine-45,  or  slightly 
better.  The  sharpness  suggests  a  50-grade,  but  the  sur¬ 
faces  show  some  microscopic  signs  of  handling,  in¬ 
cluding  a  couple  of  tiny  rim  nicks  on  the  reverse. 
Mostly  an  even  dark  olive-brown  color,  very  pleasing 
and  natural  in  appearance.  Faint  double  profile  on 
lips,  chin,  and  throat.  Struck  on  a  slightly  defective 
flan  (not  an  impairment),  which  was  improperly  rolled- 
out  in  the  Mint  before  striking,  leaving  a  .05mm.  space 
in  the  edge  opposite  Ms.  Liberty’s  chin,  another  “hid¬ 
den’  edge  defect  opposite  brown.  Usual  uneven  im¬ 
pression,  weaker  at  left  than  right  on  both  sides, 
exactly  as  on  the  Sheldon  Plate  coin  and  most  others 
seen.  Ex  Sheldon,  Downing  (privately),  Smith,  Shalo- 
witz,  Wrubel  collections.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  die  state,  the  obverse  with  the  always- 
present  rim  break  below  date,  and  struck  after  the  dies 
clashed,  but  before  the  obverse  cracks  developed;  the 
reverse  breaks  through  tops  of  F,  AMER  are  just  be¬ 
ginning. 

742F*  1802.  S-231  (R-l).  Newcomb  9,  Doughty  165.  Very  Fine- 
25.  More  or  less  EF  in  sharpness,  but  the  surfaces  are 
covered  with  an  evenly  rough  greenish-steel  patina, 
with  scattered  light  touches  of  very  dark  green  en¬ 
crustation.  Slightly  finer  than  the  Ruby  example  at  a 
reasonable  $110  nearly  a  year  ago.  (Photo) 

Late  die  state,  apparently  with  all  the  breaks  as  de¬ 
scribed  by  Dr.  Sheldon,  though  some  of  the  minor  cracks 
have  been  obscured  somewhat  by  the  roughness. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

742G*  1802.  Another  S— 231.  More  or  less  Good  overall.  Sharpness 
of  at  least  Fine  or  better,  but  with  numerous  old  light 
pin  scratches,  mostly  upon  the  obverse;  the  reverse 
with  a  rather  large  “V”-shaped  chisel  dent  at  upper¬ 
most  leaves  of  wreath,  affecting  the  corresponding 
portion  of  the  shoulder  drapery  on  the  obv. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

742H*  1802.  S-232  (R-l).  Newcomb  10,  Doughty  168.  Very 
Good-7.  Ex  Copley  Coin  Co.,  August,  1957,  Admiral 
Bitler  collection  (1961). 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

742  I*  1802.  Another  S-232.  Good.  Sharpness  of  VG-7,  but  the 
surfaces  are  black  and  rough,  though  without  other 
visible  impairment. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

742J*  1802.  S-233  (R-3).  Newcomb  11,  Doughty  167.  Good. 

Very  dark  brown,  even  color,  the  surfaces  granular, 
probably  as  made.  Ex  Netherway,  Bitler. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

743*  1802.  Another  S-233.  Good.  Almost  identical  to  last  in 

terms  of  sharpness,  though  with  some  peripheral  rough¬ 
ness  and  light  pitting  upon  the  reverse.  Ex  Amarose, 
Bitler. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

EXCEPTIONAL  CONDITION  CENSUS  1802  CENT, 
SHELDON  235 

744  1802.  S-235  (high  R-4).  Newcomb  13.  Doughty  178.  Die 

injuries  over  RTY;  nine  berries,  crumbling  at  right 
stem.  Almost  Uncirculated-50.  Beautiful  dark  brown, 
even  color,  delicately  overlaid  with  a  thin  film  of 
steel-blue  iridescence.  The  lovely  surfaces  display  a 
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magnificent  semi-proof-like  gloss  on  the  obverse  with 
considerable  remnants  of  mint  frost  on  the  reverse, 
together  with  faint  hints  of  original  faded  mint  color 
around  the  devices  on  both  sides.  Fifth  finest  known 
in  the  newly-revised  Condition  Census,  being  slightly 
surpassed  by  the  AU  Chapman-Hines-Sloss  coin  and 
three  full  Mint  State  examples,  one  of  which  is  im¬ 
pounded  in  the  ANS.  A  splendid  cent,  and  extremely 
rare  in  this  choice  state  of  preservation!  Ex  Mehl 
(April  20,  1926),  as  “Unc.”,  Hussey  (New  Netherland's 
54th  sale),  Naftzger.  (Photo) 

Early  die  state,  with  the  usual  heavy  clash  marks  on 
both  sides,  but  struck  before  any  of  the  cracks  or  rim 
break  over  RTY  developed. 

745*  1802.  S-236  (R-l).  Newcomb  14,  Doughty  175.  More  or 

less  Good  overall. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

746*  1802.  S-239  (R-3).  Newcomb  17,  Doughty  177.  More  or 

less  Fine  overall.  Sharpness  closer  to  VF-35,  but  the 

surfaces  are  dark  and  extensively  roughened  by  light 
nicks  and  faint  pin  scratches.  Ex  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

747*  1802.  Another  S-239.  Good.  Actually  VG  or  slightly 

better  in  sharpness,  with  evenly  rough  surfaces,  to¬ 
gether  with  several  plain  abrasions  at  lower  obv. 

Rare  early  die  state,  with  perfect  obverse,  reverse  breaks 
very  early. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

748*  1802.  A  Third  S-239.  Good.  Ex  Harold  Whiteneck  (Boston, 

1947),  Admiral  Bitler  (1961). 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

749*  1802.  S-241  (R-l).  Newcomb  19,  Doughty  166.  Good  to 

Very  Good.  Dark  brown  and  charcoal  patina. 

Late  die  state,  with  the  usual  heavy  rim  break  over  F, 
but  without  the  later  one  over  TATE. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

750*  1802.  Another  S-241.  Good.  Dark  steel-brown.  Much 

bolder  than  last  where  struck  up,  with  at  least  the  full 
sharpness  of  Fine,  though  the  surfaces  show  light 
pitting  roughness.  Ex  David  Netherway  (January, 
1959),  Admiral  Bitler  (1961). 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

751*  1902.  A  third  S-241.  Good.  A  little  better  in  sharpness,  but 

very  dark  and  rough.  Ex  William  F.  Hopkins  (Boston, 
1947),  Admiral  Bitler  (1961). 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

752*  1802.  A  fourth  S-241.  Good.  Comparable  to  last,  slightly 

bolder,  but  also  dark  and  evenly  rough,  together  with 
an  edge  bruise  between  S,  O  on  reverse. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

753  1802.  S-242  (low  R-3).  Newcomb  20,  Doughty  169. 

Very  Fine-35.  Really  fully  EF-40,  sharp  in  every  re¬ 
spect  except  at  upper  right  obv.  border,  as  usual,  but 
the  surfaces  are  dark  greenish-brown  and  there  are  a 
few  light  obv.  scratches.  A  rather  attractive  coin,  and 
still  not  too  far  below  Condition  Census  level.  Ex 
Merkin  (February  15,  1969),  Naftzger. 

Late  die  state,  the  crack  at  right  now  faintly  over  A 
in  AMERICA  through  tops  of  M,  extending  to  rim  to 
right  of  ribbons  the  arc  crack  at  tops  of  NITE;  plain 
clash  marks  visible  at  lower  left  wreath. 


CENTS  OF  1803 

754*  1803.  S-243  (low  R-3).  Newcomb  1,  Doughty  180.  Good. 

Some  areas  of  Fine  or  belter  sharpness,  others  weaker. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

755*  1803.  Another  S-243.  Good.  Nearly  Fine  in  sharpness,  but 

with  very  dark  and  evenly  rough  surfaces. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

CONDITION  CENSUS  1803  CENT,  SHELDON  245 

756  1803.  S-245  (R-3).  Newcomb  3,  Doughty  181.  The  uni¬ 

corn  variety.  Almost  Uncirculated-55.  or  just  a  hair’s 
rub  away  from  full  Mint  State.  Light  brown  mixed 
with  much  faded  mint  lustre  on  both  sides,  the  obv. 
with  a  couple  of  areas  of  pale  russet  coloration.  Well 
centered,  though  a  little  unevenly  impressed,  weaker 
at  left  on  both  sides,  the  reverse  a  trifle  more  so  than 
the  obverse.  Tied  with  the  Colvin  piece  for  honors  of 
fifth  finest  known  in  the  newly-revised  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus.  Ex  French  (B.  Max  Mehl  fixed  price  list,  1929,  B. 
Max  Mehl  (April  24,  1947),  Naftzger  collection.  (Photo) 

Intermediate  late  state,  with  the  plain  crack  through 
tops  of  MERICA,  including  the  triangular  rim  break 
over  N  in  UNITED  just  beginning  to  develop. 

757*  1803.  Another  S-245.  Very  Good.  Sharpness  of  Fine,  but 

the  peripheral  areas  on  both  sides  with  slight  roughness, 
the  reverse  showing  a  small  patch  of  dark  green  ver¬ 
digris  at  STA.  Mostly  dark  brown,  though  with  some 
irregular  shades  of  lighter  and  darker  patina.  Ex  Bauer 
1946,  Ruby.  (Photo) 

Heavy  multiple  clash  marks  plainly  visible  at  neck;  the 
reverse  crack  through  tops  of  ERICA  to  right  ribbon 
end,  but  no  indications  of  the  rim  breaks,  as  yet. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

FOURTH  FINEST  KNOWN  1803  CORRECTED  FRACTION 

758  1803.  S-249  (R-3).  Newcomb  7,  Doughty  179.  Corrected 

fraction  1/100  over  1/000;  same  reverse  die  as  1801 
NC-3,  now  corrected.  Almost  Uncirculated-55,  and  at 
most  a  thin  hair’s  breadth  shy  of  full  Mint  State  quality. 
Light  tan  and  light  olive,  much  of  the  latter  obviously 
faded  from  mint  red,  with  flashes  of  original  color 
around  the  devices  and  legends.  Beautiful  surfaces,  al¬ 
most  free  of  keg  marks,  nicks,  or  scratches;  virtually 
pristine.  Apparently  a  Mint  State  piece  that  was  kept 
for  decades  in  a  velvet-lined  cabinet  with  the  lovely 
reverse  displayed  uppermost.  Tied  with  the  Giess- 
Naftzger  coin  for  honors  as  fourth  finest  known  in  the 
Condition  Census,  surpassed  only  by  three  full  Mint 
State  examples,  one  of  which  is  impounded  in  the  ANS 
collection.  Ex  our  1973  GENA  sale,  September  22, 
1973,  lot  #123,  obtained  without  any  prior  pedigree. 
(Photo) 

TIED  FOR  FOURTH  FINEST  1803  CENT,  SHELDON  252 

759  1803.  S-252(R-2).  Newcomb  10,  Doughty  186.  Distant 

1  8  0;  long  low  fraction  bar.  Almost  Uncirculated-50. 
Light  brown  and  tan  with  splashes  of  mint  red  here 
and  there  on  both  sides.  The  obverse  shows  some  small 
widely  scattered  dark  spots,  together  with  a  couple  of 
shallow  pre-striking  lamination  defects  (as  made)  in  the 
field  behind  the  lower  hair.  Typical  uneven  strike,  with 
the  upper  obverse  and  corresponding  portion  of  the 
lower  reverse  weakly  impressed.  Tied  with  two  others 
in  the  Condition  Census  for  fourth  finest  known,  and 
both  of  its  competitors  are  permanently  impounded  in 
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the  ANS  collection.  Ex  Whitlow  (April,  1967),  Naft- 
zger  collection.  (Photo) 

Karly  die  state,  with  the  crack  through  bases  of  digits 
in  date  just  beginning  to  develop. 

PEDIGREED 
THIRD  FINEST  KNOWN 

760  1803.  S-253  (R-2).  N— 1 1;  D-183.  About  Unc.-55.  Actual¬ 

ly  a  60-coin  with  lustrous  light  tan  and  light  olive 
surfaces,  these  colors  faded  from  mint  red;  the  “lav¬ 
ender  outline  to  the  figure  of  Liberty”  mentioned  by 
Hanson  is  subdued,  partly  faded  mint  color.  Small  plain 
field  nick  left  of  L,  smaller  discolored  border  spot, 
minute  rev.  bag  and  handling  marks,  of  no  consequence. 
At  least  third  finest  known;  as  this  was  originally 
graded  60  by  Dr.  Sheldon,  it  was  second  finest  of  the 
census  in  Penny  Whimsy,  and  it  remains  a  prize  of  very 
high  importance  because  of  its  illustrious  pedigree.  Ex 
Howard  R.  Newcomb,  lot  422;  Judge  Thomas  L.  Gas- 
kill;  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon;  R.  E.  Naftzger;  New 
Netherlands/Seaby  sale,  Nov.  14-15,  1973,  lot  571. 
(Photo) 

761*  1803.  S-254  (R-2).  Newcomb  12,  Doughty  191.  Good. 

Sharpness  nearly  Fine  or  so,  but  with  some  plain  sur¬ 
face  and  rim  abrasions  on  either  side,  together  with  a 
small  spot  of  solder  (?)  on  obv.  behind  head  and  some 
rev.  roughness. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

762  1803.  S-255  (R-l).  Small  date  and  fraction;  very  wide 

date,  03  close,  3  free  of  bust,  feet  of  TY  imperfect,  long 
fraction  bar  slants  up  to  right.  Sharpness  of  about  VF- 
35,  light  brown  surfaces  with  a  few  shallow  handling 
marks  and  several  tiny  rough  rev.  patina  spots  with 
one  larger  one  at  lower  r.  wreath.  Perfect  dies.  Obtained 
as  “Choice  EF”,  of  course.  (Photo) 

763*  1803.  S-255  (R-l).  Newcomb  13,  Doughty  187.  Good. 

Really  VG-8  in  sharpness,  but  with  a  plain  scratch 
from  date  across  bust.  Ex  Garland  Hughes,  Admiral 
Bitler  (1961). 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

764*  1803.  Another  S-255.  Very  Good.  Ex  Hopkins  (1949), 

Admiral  Bitler  (1961). 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

765*  1803.  Fourth  and  last  S-255.  Good.  Nearly  Fine  in  actual 

sharpness,  but  the  surfaces  are  somewhat  dark  and 
slightly  diffusely  rough,  toglher  with  a  number  of  faint 
pin  scratches  on  the  obverse.  Same  pedigree  at  last. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

766*  1803.  S-256  (R-3).  D-188.  Very  Good-8.  Even  wear  and 

free  of  handling  marks  worthy  of  mention.  Ex  Ruby. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

767*  1803.  Another  S-256.  Good-4  overall  in  sharpness;  LIB¬ 

ERTY  very  weak.  Brown  to  steel  gray  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

768  1803.  S-247  (R-3).  D-182.  Very  Fine-25,  with  claims  to 

higher  grade;  appropriately,  former  owner  said  that 
this  coin  appears  to  have  been  buried  in  Mint  State 
and  later  dug  up  and  cleaned;  now  exhibits  even  rough¬ 
ness;  still  very  attractive.  Somewhat  orangy-red  and 
darkening  around  outlines  of  devices.  Widespread  but 
unobstusive  granularity.  (Photo) 

Karly  state  of  obverse  and  reverse  (lies. 


769*  1803.  Another  S-247.  Very  Good.  Dark  and  evenly  gran¬ 

ular  surfaces,  with  a  small  rim  nick  over  final  S  in 
STATES.  Marked  “VF”  by  one  former  owner.  Ex 
Smith,  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

770*  1803.  S-257  (R-3).  N-15  .D-192.  Large  Fraction,  Six  Ber¬ 

ries  Left.  Sharpness  of  EF-40,  pale  reddish  brown  with 
more  subdued  shades,  granular  surfaces  with  some 
minor  roughness  near  border  on  both  sides  and  some 
small  plain  rim  nicks.  Rare  terminal  die  state,  shattered 
reverse.  (Photo) 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

TWO  EXAMPLES  OF  SUPERB 
1803  S-258 

771  1803.  S-258  (R-l).  N-16,  D-193.  Large  fraction,  die  cut 

to  D,  1  away  from  curl.  Splendid,  immaculate  Unc., 
MS-65.  Even  light  tan  obviously  faded  from  mint  color, 
with  many  splashes  of  fiery  mint  red  around  date  and 
wreath;  spotless,  free  of  any  noticeable  defect  incurred 
after  it  left  the  mint.  Well  struck  except  at  left  borders 
where  the  beading  is  weaker,  as  usual  for  the  variety 
especially  as  it  is  very  slightly  off  center.  Rather  late 
die  state;  usual  arc  crack  plus  triple  clash  marks  on 
both  sides,  swelling  left  of  lowest  curl,  crack  through 
base  of  date  and  left  (not  mentioned  by  Dr.  Sheldon, 
but  seen  on  other  examples).  Destined  for  some  per¬ 
fectionist’s  type  set  or  date  set;  only  the  color  sep¬ 
arates  it  from  70  grade.  Sixth  one  listed  in  the  Con¬ 
dition  Census.  Ex  Car}  Wurzbach,  Dr.  Sheldon,  R.  E. 
Naftzger  (lot  576).  (Photo) 

772  1803.  S-258  (R-l).  MINT  STATE^65,  iridescent  golden 

olive  faded  from  mint  red;  sharply  struck  (more  sharply 
than  Naftzgers  more  like  the  Pearl  piece).  Immaculate 
except  for  a  few  minute  rough  patina  spots  on  rev., 
none  obtrusive  enough  to  require  description.  Usual 
die  state,  clashed,  with  arc  crack  from  rim  through 
curls  and  lower  ribbon  end  to  rim.  One  for  type  or 
date  collector.  (Photo) 

773  1803.  S-258,  Another,  Fine-15.  Dark  olive  coloration, 

lighter  on  highest  surfaces.  Two  regions  of  planchet 
roughness  in  obv.  field  behind  bow.  Less  than  usual 
evidence  of  handling  for  the  grade. 

774*  1803.  S-258,  A  Fourth.  Good— 4.  Dark  reddish  brown, 

lightened  somewhat  at  points  of  greatest  wear. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

775*  1803.  S-259  (high  R-4).  D-194.  Good-4.  Dark  brown 

patina.  Some  granularity.  Pitted  here  and  there,  and  a 
few  old  bruises  now  mostly  smoothed  over  from  wear. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

776*  1803.  S-260  (R-l).  Very  Good-7. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

777  1803.  S-261  (low  R-3).  D-196,  N-19.  Very  Fine— 20  or 

so.  The  crack  is  plain.  Brown  patina  and  brighter  on 
the  relief  areas.  A  few  old  scratches  and  widely  scat¬ 
tered  nicks  in  the  fields  and  on  the  rims.  Ex  Ruby. 

778*  1803.  Another  S— 261.  Good— 5.  Brown  patination. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

779*  1803.  A  third  S-261,  with  the  diagnostic  die  crack. 

Good-5.  This  one  might  have  a  shade  more  wear  than 
the  last  but  far  fewer  handling  marks. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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1803.  S-263  (R-3).  D-185,  N-21.  Very  Fair-3.  Even  wear. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1803.  S-265.  The  popular  Large  3,  large  fraction.  Obverse 
of  at  least  VF-20  sharpness,  rev.  not  quite  of  that  level; 
rather  dark  steel  and  green  patina,  partly  glossy,  partly 
porous;  faint  old  pin  scratch  on  neck  and  bust,  not 
affecting  the  colors;  bold  everywhere  except  at  parts  of 
rev.  dentilations.  Obtained  unattributed  in  Minneapolis 
in  the  early  1960’s.  Ex  Breen.  (Photo) 

*  1803.  Another  S-265  (R-4).  N-22,  D-I97.  Almost  Fine- 

12  sharpness,  medium  to  dark  steel,  devices  highlighted, 
even  lightly  granular  surfaces,  usual  minor  handling 
marks,  plain  rim  dent  at  top  obv. /bottom  rev.  From 
the  very  rare  perfect  dies — no  trace  of  obv.  or  rev. 
cracks.  Less  often  seen  so  than  Dr.  Sheldon  suggests; 
the  first  one  we  have  encountered  in  years.  Privately 
ex  Dr.  Ruby;  earlier,  from  Kosoff  in  the  early  1950’s. 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1803.  Another  S-265.  Better  than  Fine  sharpness,  dark 
chocolate  brown,  minute  even  overall  granularity; 
several  small  plain  rim  nicks,  a  number  of  small  plain 
shallow  dents  in  fields  and  devices,  mostly  on  rev.,  not 
disturbing  the  color.  Early  die  state;  obv.  only  micro¬ 
scopic  traces  of  first  crack  mentioned  by  Sheldon, 
second  crack  light,  rev.  incomplete  first  and  second 
cracks,  none  of  the  rest.  Nice  enough  so  that  Dr.  Ruby 
had  graded  this  “Condition  25”.  Ex  Orange  County 
Coin  Club  auction,  Feb.  20,  1945.  Dr.  Ruby,  privately. 

(Photo) 

1803.  A  Fourth  S-265.  VG— 8  to  10  (unevenly  struck  as 
usual  in  this  die  state  so  that  different  areas  appear  to 
have  varying  amounts  of  wear;  even  medium  steel,  and 
olive,  no  blemish  worth  mentioning,  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  the  grade.  Fairly  advanced  die  state; 
both  obv.  cracks  still  light,  rev.  has  most  listed  cracks. 
Ex  Anderson  Dupont,  lot  #479;  Dr.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

1804  S-266.  Fair-3.  Brown  patina.  Planchet  file  marks 
with  both  of  the  heavy  obv.  and  rev.  rim  breaks.  Rare 
variety. 

RARE  S-266  B 

1804.  S-266b  (R-2).  D-198.  0  of  date  opposite  O  of  OF. 
Very  Fine— 20.  Dark  brown  patina.  Light  surface  gran¬ 
ularity,  old  nicks  at  3:00  of  rev.  rim  and  no  other 
noticeable  defects.  Struck  a  fraction  of  a  mm.  off- 
center.  (Photo) 

Heavy  rim  break  cud  over  RTY  without  the  usual  re¬ 
verse  break. 

1805.  S— 269.  C-3;  D-201.  Borderline  Unc.,  partly  iridies — 
cent  light  and  medium  olive  with  some  faded  mint  red 
on  obv.  Evidence  of  old  obv.  cleaning.  Ex  Hines,  Sam¬ 
uel  Wolfson  coll.,  May  3,  1963,  lot'  53,  where  called 
“superb”  and  “The  Second  Finest  Known”.  (Photo) 

1805.  S-269,  Another.  Fair-2. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1806.  S-270  (R-l).  D-202.  Very  Good-7.  Brown  patinated 
surfaces.  One  or  two  tiny  rim  nicks  and  otherwise 
normal  handling  marks  for  the  grade.  Struck  slightly 
off-center.  Early  die  state. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1807.  S-271  (R-l).  D-205.  “Comet”  breaks;  small  frac¬ 
tion.  Average  grade  of  Very  Good-10  (obv.  VG-7, 
rev.  Fine-12).  The  break  plainest  behind  Ms.  Liberty’s 
head.  Dark  olive  gray.  Widespread  but  non-serious 


surface  granularity  which  in  no  way  detracts  from 
desirability  of  the  coin.  Ex  J.  Kelley  and  Dr.  Ruby. 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

79 1  *  1807.  Another  S-271.  Good-5.  “Comet”  breaks  not  de¬ 

tectable.  Dark  tan  surfaces.  Minor  handling  marks, 
normal  for  grade.  Struck  a  little  off-center.  Ex  Ruby. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

792*  1807.  A  Third  S-271.  Good-4.  "Comet”  breaks  not  in 

evidence.  Brown  patina,  lighter  on  the  relief  areas. 
Normal  to  less  than  normal  handling  marks.  Ex  Stack’s 
Oct.  1966  sale. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

793  1807/6.  S-273  (R-l).  D-203.  Fine-15.  The  overdate  is 

plain.  Somewhat  flat  strike  with  usual  weakness  of 
lettering  in  rev.  legend.  Brownish  steel-blue  color  and 
some  orange  patina  in  protected  regions  of  reverse  de¬ 
vices.  (Photo) 

794*  1807/6.  Another  S-273.  Very  Good-7.  Plain  overdate. 

LIBERTY,  OF  AMERICA  and  fraction  quite  weak. 
Charcoal  gray  and  reddish  brown  on  areas  of  highest 
relief.  Ex  Garland  C.  Hughes. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

795*  1807/6.  A  Third  S-273.  Good-4.  The  overdate  is  clear. 

Usual  weak  rev.  lettering  and  struck  slightly  off-center. 
Dark  gray-green  patination,  reverse  granular.  One 
fairly  obvious  rev.  rim  nick,  otherwise  normal  handling 
marks  for  grade.  Ex  lot  716,  Baker  coll. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

796*  1807.  S-276  (R-l).  D-207.  ER  close  to  hair;  large  frac¬ 

tion.  Good-3.  Dark  reddish  brown  patination.  Rims 
quite  bruised,  all  around..  Reverse  rotated  about  20° 
from  normal. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

797*  1807.  Another  S-276.  Fair  2. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

CLASSIC  OR  TURBAN  HEAD  CENTS  1808-1814 

798  1808.  S-277  (R-2).  D-208.  Twelve  stars,  front  of  hair- 

band  curved.  Very  Good-10  with  claims  to  better  grade. 
Steel  gray  to  dark  brown  patination.  Ex  Dr.  Ruby. 
Usual  late  die  state;  rev.  arc  crack  from  rim  through 
D;  swelling  in  region  of  STA;  another  crack  from  D  to 
wreath  continuing  toward  ONE;  incusation  from  head 
near  center  of  rev. 

799  1808.  S-279  (R-l).  Not  in  Doughty.  Thirteen  stars;  PHL 

nearly  center.  Very  Good-8.  Charcoal  gray  with  uni¬ 
form  shallow  granulation  over  entire  surface.  Ex.  Dr. 
Ruby. 

800'  1808.  Another  S— 279.  Good-4,  or  thereabouts.  Lightly 

patinated  with  dark  brown  coloration.  Two  or  three 
fairly  noticeable  edge  bruises.  Pit  indentation  before 
throat,  noted  by  Sheldon  for  the  later  die  state. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

801*  1809.  S— 280  (R-2).  D-210.  The  only  variety.  Very  Fair-3. 

Practically  worn  smooth  but  inscriptions  are  readable. 
Charcoal  gray  patina  becoming  reddish  brown  on  relief 
areas. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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S02  1810/9.  S-281  (R-l).  D-211.  Overdate.  Very  Fine-35,  or 

better,  with  claims  to  higher  grade.  Rich  dark  tan  with 
considerable  evidence  of  underlying  mint  lustre  in  pro¬ 
tected  regions.  Very  minute  obv.  handling  marks  visi¬ 
ble  under  magnification.  Always  in  demand  because 
of  the  overdate,  and  not  often  seen  this  choice.  (Photo) 

803*  1810/9.  Another  S— 281  (?).  Very  Fair— 3.  Because  of  the 
poor  state  of  preservation  it  would  be  difficult  to  say 
whether  or  not  this  is  the  overdate,  but  it  appears  to 
be.  Dark  gray  and  brown  irregular  surfaces. 

*Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Choice  S-283 

804  1810.  S— 283  (R— I).  C— 3,  D— 213.  Late  die  state,  severly 

clashed  and  relapped  to  remove  the  clash  marks,  so 
that  much  of  left  border,  lower  curls,  and  details 
around  and  within  ear  are  gone.  Choice  Borderline 
Unc.,  lustrous  rather  dark  olive  (obv.)  and  beautifully 
mottled  medium  and  light  olive  (rev.)  with  some  more 
or  less  faded  mint  red  at  upper  r.  obv.  and  splashed  on 
various  rev.  areas.  Few  trivial  bag  marks,  not  affecting 
the  colors.  Rare  in  this  quality,  just  about  qualifying  at 
Condition  Census  level.  (Photo) 

805*  1810.  S-285  (R-l).  Sharpness  of  VF-20  but  bent,  probably 

in  a  fire.  Dark  gray  and  brown.  Considerable  obv. 
roughness. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

806  1811/10.  S— 286.  Some  details  of  VF  sharpness,  others 

Fine;  date  sharp  enough  to  show  that  the  second  1  was 
first  punched  inverted,  then  corrected!  Dark  green 
patina,  partly  porous,  partly  rough;  small  planchet 
chip  before  nose,  couple  of  ancient  pin  scratches  cross¬ 
ing  much  of  rev.,  very  light  obv.  rim  dent.  Might  grade 
Fine-12  overall.  (Photo) 

807  1811.  S— 287  (R-2).  Clapp  2,  D-216.  Normal  date.  Sharp¬ 

ness  of  AU-50,  though  with  enough  mint  surface  to 
suggest  that  60  grade  might  more  nearly  represent  its 
actual  state  of  preservation.  Light  tan  with  attractive 
reddish  and  brown  mottlings;  lustre  and  traces  of  faded 
mint  color  around  stars.  Few  isolated  minute  signs  of 
handling,  couple  of  tiny  edge  pit  marks,  hidden  small 
rim  nick  on  either  side.  Obtained  as  "Unc.,  superb 
glossy  surface”.  One  for  a  date  collection.  (Photo) 

808*  1811.  Another  S-287.  Good-4.  Dark  gray  and  dark  brown. 

Multiple  shallow  pin  scratches. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

809*  1811.  A  third  S-287.  Very  Fair-3.  Grayish  brown.  Obv. 

smoother  than  rev.;  Inscriptions  readable.  Small  pin 
scratches  here  and  there. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

810*  1812.  S— 288  (R-l).  Very  Good-10;  sharpness  of  Fine  or 

better  but  uniform  granularity  over  entire  surface  ac¬ 
counts  for  lesser  grade.  Dark  greenish  gray. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

811*  1813.  S-293  (R-3).  Close  star  variety.  Fair-2.  Dark  irides¬ 

cent  blue-gray. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

812  1814.  S-294  (R-l).  C-l,  D-224.  Crosslet  4.  Sharpness  obv. 

about  45,  rev.  about  35,  overall  will  grade  about  EF- 

40;  rather  dark  brown  and  olive,  with  pleasing  lustre 
around  letters  and  stars,  but  with  some  shallow  rough¬ 
ness  which  may  have  been  in  the  planchet  before 
striking.  One  for  type  collectors.  (Photo) 


813  1814.  S-294.  Very  Good-7.  Highly  unusual,  very  wide 

double  profile — nearly  a  whole  millimeler  apart!  Char¬ 
coal  gray  and  somewhat  granular  surface.  Original 
envelope  bears  the  notation  "unique”;  possibly  this  is 
true.  Ex  Charles  Fisher,  January  1946  auction  and 
Dr.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

814*  1816.  N-4.  Rarity-3.  Very  Good-7.  Charcoal  gray,  lighter 

on  the  high  points.  Obverse  planchet  striations. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

CORONET  TYPE  1816-1857 

815*  1816.  N-6.  R-3.  Date  evenly  spaced,  six  high.  Very  Fine- 

20.  Dark  gray-green  granular  in  places.  Ex  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

816  1816.  N-9.  R-4.  Wide  date,  first  1  leans  to  right.  Sharp¬ 

ness  of  Very  Fine-30,  or  better.  Mostly  an  even  golden 
brown  with  darker  region  of  lower  left  obv.  surfaces 
virtually  free  of  any  blemishes.  Ex  Clarke,  Ruby. 

817*  1817.  N-2  (R-4).  Fine-15.  Charcoal  gray.  Scattered  tiny 

contact  marks.  State  III  of  reverse  die  cracks,  all  those 
described  by  Newcomb. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

818  1817.  N-2,  Another,  same  die  state.  Fine-12.  Difficult  to 

grade  because  it  was  buried  in  mint  state  (as  evidenced 
by  remaining  mint  red  color)  when  it  suffered  enough 
shallow  pitting  type  corrosion  to  blunt  detail  in  places, 
elsewhere  sharper  than  the  grade  indicates. 

819*  1817.  N-4.  Breen-22  (R-4).  Very  Fine-30.  Rich  choco¬ 

late  brown.  Only  a  few  microscopic  handling  marks.  A 
fraction  of  a  mm.  off  center.  It  came  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  description:  See  footnote.  (Photo) 

State  II:  Cracked  through  base  of  date,  3  stars  on  1.,  2 
stars  on  r.;  rev.  crack  faint.  Seldom  seen  in  any  grade 
above  Fine.  Prohibitively  rare  in  choice  condition!  Ex 
Jon  Hanson,  Del  Bland. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

820  1817.  N-14  (R-l).  BU,  MS-60,  with  large,  pealing-type 

planchet  lamination  defect  involving  about  V*  of  re¬ 
verse.  Nearly  full  mint  red  and  only  lightly  touched 
here  and  there  with  brown  patina.  Ruby.  (Photo) 

821  1817.  N-14,  Another.  AU-50.  Faint  touch  of  friction  on 

points  of  highest  relief.  Slightly  off-center.  Rich  tan 
patina  overlies  original  mint  surface.  A  couple  of 
minute  rim  nicks  below  date  on  rim,  otherwise  nearly 
free  of  handling  marks.  A  very  desirable  example  of 
the  variety.  (Photo) 

822*  1817.  N-15.  Breen-20  (R-4).  Very  Fine-25.  Dark  grayish- 

brown,  lightest  on  relief  areas.  Two  shallow  obv.  rim 
nicks  (about  2:00  o’clock),  nearly  free  of  handling 
marks. 

State  III:  Obv.  cracked;  clash  marks  visible  before  and 
behind  head,  and  on  wreath  r.  of  one  cent. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

823  1817.  N-16  (R-l).  Fifteen  Stars  variety.  EF-40.  Dark  tan 

with  underlying  mint  lustre.  Rim  lightly  bruised  bet. 
12:00  and  1:00  o’clock  of  obv.  Tiny  planchet  chip  on 
on  Ms.  Liberty’s  throat,  surfaces  otherwise  very  clean 
and  attractive.  (Photo) 

State  II,  with  rev.  rim  break  over  AM.  In  great  demand 
as  a  "Type”.  Ex  Ruby. 

824  1817.  N-16,  another.  EF-45  or  thereabouts.  Steel  to  dark 

brown  coloration  with  some  underlying  mint  lustre. 
Also  die  State  11.  (Photo) 
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825  1817.  N-16,  a  third.  Very  Finc-25.  Cray  and  lighter  on 

relief  areas.  Very  minute  obv.  handling  marks.  Same 
die  state  as  two  preceding,  with  plain  rev.  rim  break. 
Ex  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

826*  1817.  N-17.  R-5,  almost  R-6.  Very  Fair-3.  Dark  olive- 

gray.  Some  faint  obv.  scratches  and  rim  bruises. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

827*  1818.  N-2.  (R-5).  Very  Good-8.  Charcoal  gray  in  fields 

and  protected  regions  with  yellowish-brown  relief  areas. 
Edge  bruise  at  9:00  o'clock  of  obverse,  otherwise  free 
of  noticeable  handlang  marks.  State  I,  with  crack 
through  tops  of  UNITED.  One  of  the  more  difficult 
varieties  of  this  date. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

828*  1818.  N-6%.  Very  Good-10.  Double  outline  under  Ms. 

Liberty’s  chin  and  at  tip  of  her  nose.  Slight  doubling  of 
some  rev.  berries.  Advanced  die  state,  State  III:  Red¬ 
dish  brown  color;  probably  cleaned  long  ago  and  now 
retoning.  Rare.  Ex  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

829  1818.  N-7'/i.  Extremely  Fine-45.  Doubling  is  visible  at 

lips,  nose,  nostril  and  eyelid;  and  more  remarkably  a 
tripling  on  ear  and  LIBERTY.  State  II.  Dark  tan  to 
reddish  brown.  Minutely  off-center.  Extremely  rare. 
Ex  French,  Ruby.  (Photo) 

830  1818.  N— 10.  Unc.,  MS— 60.  Randall  hoard  specimen.  Die 

break  connecting  all  stars.  Firey  mint  red,  now  about  a 
third  overtoned  with  brown  patina.  “Carbon”  spot  of 
obv.  field  was  in  the  original  planchet.  A  very  appeal¬ 
ing  piece.  (Photo) 

831*  1818.  N— 10,  another.  This  one  Good— 4.  Star— connecting 

die  break  visible.  Reddish  brown. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

832  1819.  N— 9.  Rarity— 2.  About  Uncirculated— 50.  Original 

mint  red  surface  probably  lightly  cleaned  some  time 
ago,  enough  to  remove  a  little  mint  frost  from  relief 
areas  and  create  streaked  effect  of  the  (light)  toning. 
Very  attractive  nevertheless.  Ex  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

(Photo) 

833  1820.  N-8  (R-2).  Curve  tailed  2  and  straight  tailed  R  in 

LIBERTY.  VF-30  or  so,  with  claims  to  higher  grade. 
Burnished,  with  simulated  mint  red  surface  the  result 
of  retoning.  Sharply  defined  striking  quality. 

Discovery  Specimen 

834  1819/18.  “N-l Vi”.  (Unknown  to  Newcomb  with  double 

profile).  The  slight  doubling  is  below  lips  and  nose. 
Better  than  EE,  sharp  strike,  light  pre-striking  rev.  flan 
chips;  light  pinkish  olive,  evidently  from  old  cleaning. 
Unpublished.  The  discovery  specimen  and  to  date  the 
only  one  reported.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

835  1820.  N-7,  (R-3).  Small  date,  straight  tailed  R  in  LIB¬ 

ERTY.  Very  Fine-35,  with  claims  to  higher  grade. 
Obv.  steel  colored,  rev.  dark  brown.  Light  granularity 
in  places  on  obv.,  surfaces  otherwise  clean.  Becoming 
more  and  more  difficult  to  find. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

836  1820.  N-9.  Very  Fine.  Large  date  variety.  Scarce.  Mottled 

dark  brown  colors.  Ex  Mehl,  Hines,  Bluestone  and 
Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


837  1820.  N-l  1.  AU-50.  Large  Date.  State  I.  Some  minute 

corrosion  around  LIBERTY  and  stars  on  obverse. 
Mottled  dark  brown  colors.  (Photo) 

838  1820.  N-l 3.  MS-65.  Uncirculated.  Large  date  variety. 

Randall  hoard.  Connected  stars.  Brilliant  mint  red 
slowly  mellowing  to  iridescent  orange.  Now  becoming 
scarce  as  the  hoard  groups  have  been  dispersed  long 
ago  and  purchased  by  date  collectors.  A  show  piece. 

(Photo) 

839  1820.  N-13.  MS-60,  Uncirculated.  Large  date  variety. 

Typical  Randall  hoard  connected  stars.  Beautiful  sur¬ 
faces,  with  just  the  smallest  discoloration  around  T  on 
reverse.  Light  iridescent  mellow  olive  color.  Choice. 

(Photo) 

840  1820.  N-13.  AU-55.  Large  date.  Connected  stars.  Randall 

Hoard  Variety.  Light  olive  with  traces  of  original  mint 
red  showing  through.  (Photo) 

841*  1821.  N-2.  Fine  plus.  Wide  date  variety.  Scarce.  Small  dig 

at  10th  star.  Slight  discoloration  on  reverse.  Mixed 
olive  coloration. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

842*  1821.  N-2.  Fair.  Wide  date  variety.  Evenly  worn,  minute 

rim  digs.  Mottled  light  to  dark  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

843*  1822.  N-l.  Very  Fine.  Close  date  variety.  STATES  widely 

spaced.  Dark  brown  color.  Rarity  5.  Ex  Baurer,  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

844*  1822.  N-2.  Fair.  Rim  bruise  on  obverse  at  7:00.  Even 

wear  overall.  Dark  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

845*  1822.  N-4.  Very  Good.  Planchet  appears  to  have  been 

exposed  to  fire  at  sometime.  Obverse  is  dark  brown. 
Reverse,  is  crusty  and  discolored. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

846  1822.  N-6.  Wide  date.  AU-50.  Scarce  variety.  Smooth 

satin  surfaces.  Dark  chocolate  color.  Ex  Barney  Blue- 
stone,  Ruby.  Choice.  (Photo) 

847  1822.  N-8.  VF-30.  High  rarity  5.  State  II  as  usual.  On 

reverse,  letters  in  CENT  are  lower  with  each  proceed¬ 
ing  letter.  This  coin  is  seldom  seen  at  auction  and  we 
feel  this  one  is  nicer  than  the  Schwartz  1961  Kosoff 
coin.  Rich  olive  brown.  Ex  French,  Newcomb,  Ruby. 

848  1823/22.  N-l.  State  II:  rim  crumbling  over  2nd  and  3rd 

stars  only.  Almost  Fine-12,  light  brownish  steel,  light 
handling  marks,  none  requiring  description.  Overdate 
unusually  clear,  more  like  what  one  would  expect  on  a 
VF  or  better  example.  Obtained  in  Philadelphia  in  the 
mid  1950's  as  part  of  the  same  collection  that  included 
the  1811/10  above.  Ex  Breen.  (Photo) 

849  1823/2.  N-L,  Another.  Overdate  variety.  Very  Fine. 

Scarce,  R-3.  State  I.  Some  minor  rim  dings.  Overall 
even  wear.  Dark  brown  color.  Ex  Ruby. 

850  1823/2.  N— 1.  Poor.  Scarce  variety  (R— 3).  Small  rim  bruise 

on  reverse  at  12:00.  Even  wear,  light  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

851  1823.  N-2.  Late  die  state  (State  II).  Very  Fine.  Obverse 

has  small  planchet  chip  at  rim  near  fourth  star.  Two 
die  breaks  at  fifth  and  sixth  stars.  Reverse  has  rim 
bruise  at  5:00.  Nice  rich  chocolate  color.  R-2. 


U.  S.  LARGE  CENTS 


126 


852* 


853* 


854* 


855* 


856* 


857* 


858* 


859* 


860* 


861* 


862* 


863 


864 


865* 


1824/22.  N-l.  Early  die  state.  Very  scarce  variety.  Fine. 
Some  minor  contact  marks,  nice  even  brown  olive 
color.  Interesting  for  the  overdate  collector.  Ex.  Ruby. 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1824.  N-3  (R-3).  RT  of  LIBERTY  almost  touch  at  top. 
VG-7.  Dark  grayish  brown.  A  couple  of  old  obv.  rim 
nicks  now  worn  smooth. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1826.  N— 8.  So-called  overdate  26/5.  Good.  Crumbling  of 
obverse  die  inside  top  of  figure  6  appears  to  be  over¬ 
date.  Even  wear,  dark  brown  and  olive  color.  Heavy 
rev.  corrosion. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1826.  N-9.  Fine.  State  I.  Very  scarce  variety.  Light  olive 
with  traces  of  corrosion  or  dirt  around  letters  Ex  Ruby. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1827.  N-1.  Extremely  Fine-45.  Mottled  olive  and  brown 
coloration.  Nice.  (Photo) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1827.  N-3.  EF.  Scarce  variety.  Recut  LIBER.  Smooth 
even  surfaces.  Iridescent  brown  and  black  colors. 
Choice. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1827.  N-8.  Good.  Scarce  variety.  Numerous  small  rim 
chips.  Rough  surface.  Probably  cleaned  years  ago,  now 
starting  to  retone. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1827.  N-9.  Very  Fine.  Very  scarce  variety.  Die  crack 
through  all  stars  and  top  of  date.  Light  brown  irides¬ 
cent  color.  Ex  Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby.  Nice. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


866*  1831.  N-ll.  Good.  Two  reverse  rim  bruises.  Die  break 

touching  tops  of  TES.  Small  nick  on  rim  under  date. 
Dark  mottled  brown  color.  Even  wear. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

867*  1832.  N-2.  Very  Good.  Rarest  variety  of  date.  Rough 

planchet.  Deep  bruise  on  cheek  running  up  to  ear. 
Corrosion  around  letters.  Dark  brown-black  color. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

868  1932.  N-2  Vz.  Small  letters.  6th  star  left  or  coronet  point; 

double  profile  on  lips  and  lower  part  of  ear.  Orange- 
red,  pink  and  iridescent  Unc.,  at  least  part  of  the  color 
from  old  dipping  with  natural  retoning,  but  there  is  full 
mint  “cartwheel"  and  no  spots  or  significant  handling 
marks.  Well  struck.  Scarcest  of  the  three  varieties  of  the 
date;  rare  in  full  mint  state,  extremely  rare  with  the 
double  profile.  Our  records  show  only  two  other  double 
profile  examples  in  this  grade,  one  the  Kissner-Taylor- 
Helfenstein  coin,  the  other  Gaskill  1533,  though  worn 
ones  are  also  known.  (Photo) 

869  1833.  N-3.  MS-60,  Uncirculated.  Light  olive  and  iridescent 

toning.  Nice  smooth  surface  with  just  the  slightest  dig 
on  cheek.  Choice.  Ex  Kreisberg/Cohen  3/20/72 
“Quality  Sales”.  (Photo) 

870  1833.  N-5.  About  Uncirculated-50.  Smooth  overall  sur¬ 

face.  Light  olive  color  with  small  discoloration  on  re¬ 
verse  around  letter  M.  (Photo) 

871*  1833.  N-6.  Good.  Smooth  even  wear.  Dark  brown  color. 

Minor  rim  digs. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

872*  1834.  N-l.  Very  Fine.  Fine  crack  from  2nd  to  12th  star. 

Reverse  has  center  discoloration,  weakly  struck  at 
6:00.  Many  minor  contact  marks.  Light  brown  color. 
‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


1828.  N-3  14.  Very  Fine.  Evidence  of  fire  damage.  Sur¬ 
face  is  now  granular  but  coin  was  probably  mint  state 
before  having  been  cleaned  to  remove  encrustation. 
Color  is  now  mottled  reds  and  brown.  Ex  Ruby  collec¬ 
tion. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1829.  N-8.  Almost  Fine.  Rough  planchet  surface.  Small 
rim  nick  at  12:00  on  reverse.  Mottled  brown— black 
colors  with  traces  of  corrosion  around  stars.  Better 
than  it  sounds. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1830.  N-4.  Very  Fair.  Large  Letters.  Obverse  has  numer¬ 
ous  pin  scratches  and  minute  rim  dings.  Reverse  is 
similar  with  a  rim  bruise  at  7:00.  Streaky  orange  and 
brown  appearance. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1830.  N-8.  MS-60,  Uncirculated.  State  II.  Hairline  crack 
from  point  of  bust  to  rim  below  first  star.  Highly 
glossy,  with  iridescent  purplish  tints  over  olive.  (Photo) 

1831.  N-ll.  Almost  Uncirculated-50.  State  III.  Rim  die 
break  over  TES  on  rev.  Die  crack  thru  stars  on  obv. 
Mottled  blue  black  color.  Choice.  Ex  Hines,  Blaisdell, 
Bland.  (Photo) 

1831.  N-ll.  Very  Finc-25.  State  III.  Rim  die  break  over 
TES  on  reverse.  Crack  thru  stars  on  obverse.  Dark 
brown  color. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


873  1834.  N-2Vi.  MS-60,  Uncirculated.  Delicate  crack  thru 

all  stars.  Lovely  light  olive  brown  even  color.  Choice. 

(Photo) 


874* 


1834.  N-2 Vz .  Another  Very  Fine-30.  Very  wide  double 
profile,  most  evident  on  eye,  nostrils  and  chin.  Golden 
brown  and  tan  with  underlying  mint  frost  still  re¬ 
maining.  Very  scarce  with  this  type  of  doubling. 

(Photo) 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


875*  1834.  N-4.  About  Fine.  State  III.  Delicate  crack  thru 

12th  and  13th  stars.  Rusted  die  evidence  around 
UNITED  STATES  on  reverse.  Minor  rim  nick  at  7:00 
on  obverse.  Even  brown  color. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


876*  1835.  N-13.  Type  of  ’34.  State  I.  Very  Good.  Die  crack 

through  base  of  date.  Evenly  worn,  appears  to  have 
been  cleaned  around  date.  Light  brown  color. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


877*  1835.  N-15.  Good-4.  Uniform  dark  brown.  Highly  un¬ 

usual  double  struck  reverse  -  the  second  strike  rotated 
only  a  degree  or  so  from  the  first. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

878*  1839.  N-l  (R— 4).  So-called  9  over  6  overdate.  About 

Good-6  in  sharpness,  but  it  looks  as  though  it  was 
run-over  by  a  heavy  object.  Interesting  for  someone 
who  doesn't  care  about  the  damage. 

‘Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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g79  1836.  N-3.  Almo.sl  Uncirculated-55.  Obverse  die  break  at 

rim  between  fifth  and  sixth  stars.  Light  reverse  die 
crack.  Mottled  black  and  brown  coloration. 

880*  1836.  N-6.  Very  Fine.  Die  break  on  obv.  edge  between 

7th  and  8th  stars.  Rough  planchet  surface.  Nicer  than 
it  sounds.  Light  olive  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

881  1837.  N-5.  Plain  hair  cord,  small  letters.  Iridescent  light 

olive  and  faded  mint  red  Une.,  late  die  state,  extra 
crack  from  bun  to  near  10th  star,  both  dies  well 
worn.  Several  minute  obv.  planchet  defects,  plainest 
on  3  and  rim  below;  few  very  faint  field  and  rim 
handling  marks.  Far  above  average  for  mint  state 
coins  of  this  variety,  as  they  do  not  often  show  mint 
color.  Ex  Pelletreau,  Helfenstein,  Masters,  RARCOA 
May  1971  auction.  (Photo) 

882  1837.  N-17.  Plain  hair  cord,  large  letters;  wide  date. 

straight  coronet  front,  distinctive  breaks  below  wreath. 
State  V:  all  breaks  listed  by  Newcomb.  Better  than 
VF  sharpness,  some  details  nearer  EF,  oddly  dis¬ 
colored  and  matte  surfaces  with  several  minute  pit¬ 
like  planchet  defects.  Overall  qualifies  at  the  VF  level. 
Very  rare,  formerly  R-6  but  too  many  VG’s  and 
VF’s  have  been  cherry-picked  in  recent  years;  still 
R-5.  (Photo) 

883*  1837.  N-7.  Very  good  plus.  Small  bruise  between  ER  on 

reverse.  Minute  dig  in  field  over  head  on  obverse. 
Dark  brown  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

884  1837.  N-8.  Mint  State— 60,  Uncirculated.  May  have  been 

dipped.  Minute  hairline  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  throat.  A 
beautiful  coin.  Mint  red  and  orange  colors.  (Photo) 

885  1837.  N-13.  Mint  Stale-60,  Uncirculated.  Possibly  dipped 

at  one  time.  Beautiful  mint  red  and  orange  color. 
Choice.  (Photo) 

886*  1837.  N-15.  Very  Fine.  Early  die  state.  High  R-5.  Some 

minor  scratches  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  face.  Dark  brown 
color.  Ex  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

887*  1837.  N-15.  Fine.  Intermediate  state.  High  R-5.  Obverse 

vertical  die  break.  Heavy  rim  bruise  on  reverse  at 
2:00.  Obvious  attempt  at  cleaning  at  date.  Irregular 
olive  and  light  brown  coloration. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

888*  1837.  N-15.  Fine  to  Very  Fine.  Late  State.  High  R-5. 

Die  break  running  up  through  fourth  and  fifth  stars. 
Mottled  light  brown  color.  Ex  Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

889  1838.  N-6.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Mint  red  chang¬ 

ing  to  sea  green  iridescent  purple  hues.  Lightly  struck 
stars.  Tiny  rim  nicks  on  reverse;  and  some  fly  specks. 

(Photo) 

890  1838.  N-7.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Mint  red  and 

olive  colors.  Although  a  so-called  common  variety  this 
is  not  true  in  mint  state.  We  would  have  to  consider 
this  a  Condition  Census  level  coin.  Choice  for  a 
minute  nick  on  seventh  star.  A  beauty. 

Rare  Overdate 

891  1839/36.  N-l.  Very  Fine.  Statc-I.  Newcomb  states  that 

this  is  not  a  true  overdate  but  a  die  crack  connecting 
the  loop  with  ball.  Small  rim  nick  on  reverse.  Dark 
brown  color.  Rare  variety.  Ex  Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby. 


892  1839/36.  N-l.  Very  Fine.  State-1.  Perfect  dies.  Rare 

variety.  Dark  brown  mottled  color.  Ex  Hines,  Blue- 
stone,  Ruby. 

893  1839/36.  N-l.  Very  Fine,  State  III:  die  break  from  rim 

to  rim  through  nose,  eye,  top  of  ear,  Y  and  eleventh 
star.  Minor  rim  bruises  on  reverse.  Light  brown 
mottled  color.  Rare  variety.  Ex  Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

894  1839.  N-8.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Type  of  1840. 

Popular  as  a  type.  Satin  smooth  surfaces.  Minor  rim 
nick  at  5:00  on  obverse.  Mottled  rich  brown  color. 
Choice.  (Photo) 

895*  1839.  N-9.  Very  Good.  Counter  struck  with  business  firm 

name,  “Gates  &  Trask”.  Dark  blue-black  coloration. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

896*  1841.  N-5.  Very  Good.  Scarce  variety.  Numerous  small 

nicks  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Even  overall  light  brown 
color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

897  1841.  N-7.  Extremely  Fine-45.  State  I.  Perfect  dies,  rarest 

nonproof  1841  variety.  One  known  in  Mint  State  al¬ 
though  three  AU’s  exist.  One  small  nick  on  obverse, 
slight  discoloration  at  fifth  star.  Nice  chocolate  brown 
color.  Good  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  (Photo) 

898*  1843.  N-5.  Extremely  Fine.  Obv.  and  rev.  of  1844.  Rough 

planchet.  Minor  rim  nicks.  Dark  blue-black  coloration. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

899*  1843.  N-3.  Good-5.  Dark  grayish  brown.  Obv.  scratches 

and  crudely  retooled  around  borders. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

900*  1844.  N-l.  Fine.  Some  minor  rim  nicks  on  obv.  and  rev. 

Deep  chocolate  brown  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

901  1845.  N-4.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Mint  red  mel¬ 

low  to  light  brown.  Nice.  (Photo) 

902  1845.  N— 11.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Scarce  variety. 

Mellow  mint  red  and  olive  mixture.  (Photo) 

903  1846.  N-8.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Small  date.  Mint 

red  mingled  with  brown.  Nice.  (Photo) 

Unlisted  Variety 

904  1846.  Unlisted.  “B-30.”  Obv.  N-9,  rev.  new,  with  vertical 

die  lines  in  upper  wreath;  die  of  New  Netherlands  56th 
sale.  Lot  604.  EF-45  is  or  better,  light  reddish  brown 
mostly  faded  from  mint  color.  Ex.  Rare.  (Photo) 

905*  1846.  N— 11.  About  Fine.  Medium  date.  Some  minor  rim 

nicks.  Light  brown  red  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

906*  1847.  N-3.  Very  Finc-20.  Evidence  of  recutting  of  date. 

Some  minor  rim  nicks  on  obv.  Even  brown  color. 
Ex.  Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

907*  1847.  N-13.  Very  Fine.  Reverse  die  break  through  AMER. 

Dark  brown  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

908  1847.  N-21,  earliest  state  (unknown  so  to  Newcomb): 

diagonal  die  file  marks  behind  head,  rev.  crack  not 
yet  visible.  Belter  than  EF,  lustrous  light  olive  and 
brown,  faint  rev.  rim  dent,  light  touches  of  removable 
dirt.  The  variety  is  very  rare,  this  die  state  extremely 
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so;  originally  thought  one  of  the  not-in— Newcomb 
group  before  intermediate  states  turned  up.  Ex  Num- 
isma  sale,  1956;  Ruby. 

909*  1848.  N-3.  Fine  Plus.  Both  8’s  in  date  recut.  Date  touches 

bust,  only  variety  where  this  occurs.  Dark  brown  to 
blue-black  mottled  coloration. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Unlisted  Variety 

910  1848.  Unlisted.  Open  4  (crosslet  away  from  base),  posi¬ 

tions  similar  to  N— 10  but  tops  of  1  and  4  away  from 
device;  no  die  file  mark,  no  cracks.  Better  than  EF, 
lustrous  iridescent  light  olive,  part  of  low  curls  weaker 
owing  to  pre-striking  lamination  defects;  several  tiny 
rim  nicks.  Unpublished,  extremely  rare,  only  the 
second  seen  and  finer  of  the  two.  Ex  Ruby.  (Photo) 

911  1849.  N-6.  Mint  State  6,  Uncirculated.  Light  brown  with 

flashes  of  mint  red  showing.  (Photo 

912*  1849/8.  N-8.  Fine  to  Very  Fine.  Small  bruise  in  8  of 

date,  minor  rim  dings  on  reverse.  Nice  even  brown 
color.  Ex  Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

913*  1849.  N-15.  Almost  Uncirculated.  Was  cleaned  and 

brushed  at  one  time,  now  starting  to  retone.  Scarce. 
Ex  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

914*  1849.  N-15.  Extremely  Fine.  Even  brown  color.  Scarce. 

Ex  Koeppel,  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

915*  1849.  N— 17.  Extremely  Fine— 40.  Very  scarce.  Mottled 
blue-black  and  brown  colors.  Ex.  Dr.  Ruby. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

916  1850.  N— 1.  Uncirculated.  MS-60 +  .  Obverse  even  olive 

brown,  Reverse  shows  traces  of  mint  red  turning  to 
brown.  Minute  contact  mark  at  6:00,  hardly  worth 
mentioning;  scarce.  (Photo) 

917  1850.  N-2.  Uncirculated,  MS-60.  State  II.  Obverse  well 

struck  with  traces  of  mint  red  showing  through  the 
brown.  Reverse  has  distinct  die  scratches  in  center  as 
struck,  also  traces  of  red  mingled  with  the  olive  brown. 
Scarce.  (Photo) 

918*  1850.  Another  N— 2.  Very  Good.  Even  overall  brown 

coloration  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Die  State  II. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

919*  1850.  N-3.  Very  Fine,  well  struck  example.  A  slight  rim 

nick  at  3:00  on  obverse.  Even  chocolate  brown  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

920*  1850.  N-4.  A  Very  Fine.  Scarce  variety.  Slight  flattening 

on  rim  at  10:00,  may  be  result  of  coin  being  dropped 
at  some  time.  Even  brown  overall. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

921  1850.  N-6.  MS-60,  Uncirculated.  Scarce  variety  with  ob¬ 

verse  and  reverse  showing  traces  of  Mint  red  mingled 
with  the  light  brown  coloring.  (Photo) 

922  1850.  N-7.  Mint  State-65,  Uncirculated.  An  orange  red 

obverse  just  tinged  with  brown.  Reverse  lightly  struck 
with  more  brown  than  reverse.  Perfect  for  the  type 
collector.  (Photo) 


923  1850.  N-7.  Duplicate  of  above.  Mint  Stale  60  +  ,  Uncir¬ 

culated.  A  beautiful  faded  mint  red  coloration.  Worthy 
of  a  premium  bid.  Would  fit  into  any  nice  type  col¬ 
lection.  (Photo) 

924  1850.  N-7.  Another,  the  same  variety  as  above.  Mint 

State-60,  Uncirculated.  Dark  brown  obverse  with 
several  spots  in  the  field.  Reverse  has  traces  of  mint 
red.  (Photo) 

925  1850.  N-9.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  R-2.  Beautiful 

satiny  surface.  Iridescent  light  olive  color,  well  struck 
and  centered.  Nice.  (Photo) 

926'  1850.  N— 10.  AU-55  +  .  Only  a  hair’s  breadth  away  from 

being  uncirculated.  Even  olive  iridescent  coloration.  Re¬ 
verse  lightly  struck.  Nice. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

927'  1850.  N— 11.  Extremely  Fine.  Perfect  reverse  die.  Even 

chocolate  brown  overall  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

928*  1850.  N-12.  Extremely  Fine.  Lightly  struck  stars  on  ob¬ 

verse.  One  minute  dig  at  eighth  star.  Dark  rich  brown 
color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Rare  1850  N-13 

929  1850.  N— 13,  AU— 55.  State  III  (late  die  state  unknown  to 

Newcomb).  Spine  on  6lh  star  and  dash  left  of  8  still 
show;  cracks  through  tops  of  most  letters,  die  crumbl¬ 
ing  producing  extra  outlines  around  all  letters,  some¬ 
what  like  several  dies  of  1849.  Light  brown  faded 
from  mint  color,  several  small  spots  and  discolorations. 
Discovered  by  J.  P.  Young,  probably  described  from 
the  only  other  one  seen  to  date  (Ryder  430,  T.  J. 
Wass  Helfenstein,  Merkin  April  1966  sale.  Exceedingly 
rare.  (Photo) 

930*  1850.  N— 15.  Duplicate  of  above.  Fine  Plus  condition. 

Scarce  variety.  Minute  nick  on  cheek,  omitted  dark 
brown  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

931*  1850.  N-15.  Very  Fine.  A  scarce  variety.  Slight  blemish  on 

rim  at  8:00  and  a  small  nick  at  2:00.  Dark  brown 
color.  A  sleeper,  worthy  of  a  premium  bid. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

932  1850.  N-16.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  A  rare  variety. 

Rich  light  olive  color  with  reverse  traces  of  mint  red. 

(Photo) 

933*  1850.  N-17.  Extremely  Fine-40  +  .  Rare  variety.  Irides¬ 

cent  sea  green  turning  to  brown.  Struck  slightly  off 
center. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

934  1850.  N-19.  Almost  Uncirculated-55.  Scarce  variety.  Light 

tan  turning  to  brown.  Ex.  Ruby. 

935*  1851.  N-l.  Fine  to  Very  Fine.  Small  rim  nick  on  reverse 

at  8:00.  Evidence  of  cleaning  many  years  ago  does  not 
detract  from  the  appearance  today.  Color  is  olive  turn- 
to  brown. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

936  1851.  N-2.  Almost  Uncirculated-55.  Both  obverse  and 

reverse  show  traces  of  mint  red  mingled  with  the  light 
brown  coloration.  Choice. 

937  1851/81.  N-3.  Overdate  Variety.  Mint  State-60.  State  II. 

Nice  overall  appearance. 
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938  1851/81.  N-3.  Duplicate  of  above.  Stale  II.  Very  Fine 

with  a  couple  of  rim  bruises.  Dark  brown  color.  Ex. 
Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

939  1851.  N-4.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Rare  Variety. 

Light  brown  with  traces  of  mint  red  showing  through. 
Discoloration  around  9th  star.  Choice.  (Photo) 

940  1851.  N-4.  Scarce  Variety.  Extremely  Fine.  Dark  brown 

color,  light  corosion  on  reverse.  Ex.  Ruby. 

941  1851.  N-5.  Uncirculated,  Mint  State  60  +  .  State  I,  Perfect 

dies.  Scarce  variety.  Appears  to  have  been  cleaned  at 
some  time,  many  years  ago.  Obverse  light  olive.  Re¬ 
verse  has  some  discoloration.  An  underrated  variety. 

(Photo) 

942*  1851.  N-5.  Fine.  Small  discoloration  on  reverse,  rim  nick 

on  obverse  at  10:00.  Still  a  scarce  variety  for  the 
specialist.  Light  tan  coloring. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

943  1851.  N-6.  Mint  State-60  +  ,  Uncirculated.  Mint  red  color 

turning  to  brown.  Choice.  (Photo) 

944  1851.  N-6.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Lovely  light 

brown  color  with  trace  of  mint  red.  Nice  surface. 

(Photo) 

945*  1851.  N-6.  Same  variety  as  above.  Fine  to  Very  Fine. 

Nice  even  chocolate  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

946  1851.  N-7.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Struck  from  an 

early  new  die.  Satiny  surface.  Light  brown  to  olive. 
Choice.  (Photo) 

947  1851.  Newcomb-7.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Struck 

from  worn  dies.  Some  obverse  rim  nicks.  Obverse 
shows  traces  of  mint  red.  Nicer  than  it  sounds.  (Photo) 

948*  1851.  N— 7.  Almost  Uncirculated— 50.  Slight  discoloration 
on  Ms.  Liberty’s  eye.  Light  olive  coloration. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

949  1851.  N-9.  Mint  State-65,  Uncirculated.  Mint  red  turning 

to  iridescent  sea-green.  Slight  staining  at  first  star. 
Nice  overall  appearance.  (Photo) 

Unlisted  Variety 

950  1851.  Unlisted,  “B-37.”  Similar  to  N-9  but  r.  base  of 

final  1  over  space;  without  the  die  file  marks  r.  of 
date;  with  field  chip  near  border  between  3rd  and 
4th  stars.  Die  of  Dupont  959  and  lot  505,  New 
Netherlands  44th  sale.  Mint  red  and  light  olive  Unc. 
several  minute  dark  spots  on  upper  reverse.  Rarity  7. 

(Photo) 

951  1851.  N-10.  Mint  State-65,  Uncirculated.  Mint  red  start¬ 

ing  to  mellow.  A  beautiful  well  struck  specimen. 

(Photo) 

952  1851.  N— 11.  Mint  State-60  +  ,  Uncirculated.  Very  scarce 

variety.  (Rarity-6).  Light  olive  mellow  color.  Slight 
discoloration  on  obverse  at  11:00.  A  choice,  well  struck 
specimen.  (Photo) 

953  1851.  N-ll,  as  above.  Almost  Uncirculated,  but  cleaned 

some  time  during  the  last  123  years.  This  is  a  very 
scarce  variety  and  as  such  is  still  worth  a  premium 
bid.  Overall  color  is  orange  to  red. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


Unlisted  Variety 

954  1851.  Sharp  Mint  Red  Unc.  Obv.  N-12  in  earliest  state 

described  by  Newcomb,  rev.  with  obvious  die  file  mark 
through  ST,  unmentioned  by  Newcomb.  Color  begin¬ 
ning  to  mellow  to  bluish  iridescence  here  and  there. 
Graffiti  pinscratched  in  lower  reverse.  N-12  is  scarce, 
but  with  this  reverse  it  should  qualify  as  an  unlisted 
variety.  (Photo) 

955  1851.  N-13.  Mint  State  65,  Uncirculated.  Choice  Mint  red 

color.  Only  some  fly  specks  keep  this  out  of  the  Gem 
class.  Perfect  for  a  choosy  type  collector.  (Photo) 

956  1851.  N-13.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Obverse  red 

and  brown  color.  Reverse  has  a  stain  which  we  be¬ 
lieve  can  be  removed  with  Care  or  some  similar 
product.  This  is  still  a  nice  coin  and  worthy  of  your 
bid.  (Photo) 

957  1851.  N-15.  Mint  State  60  +  ,  Uncirculated.  Obverse,  red 

turning  to  olive.  Reverse,  Mostly  red,  just  starting 
to  mellow  to  tan.  A  Lovely.  (Photo) 

958  1851.  N-15.  Uncirculated,  Mint  State-60.  Duplicate  of 

above,  but  this  has  more  brown  tones  then  the 
previous  coin.  Some  traces  of  red  showing  through. 
Nice.  (Photo) 

959  1851.  N-18.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Rare  variety. 

Nice  light  red  and  olive  color.  A  small  planchet  chip 
in  front  of  Ms.  Liberty’s  mouth  and  some  roughness 
on  her  throat  and  reverse  are  the  only  detracting 
features  on  this  coin,  and  they  happened  at  the  U.  S. 
Mitn  before  the  coin  was  struck.  This  variety  is  rare 
enough  to  warrant  a  premium  bid.  (Photo) 

960*  1851.  N-21.  Extremely  Fine.  Struck  from  worn  dies. 

Some  small  rim  nicks.  Deep  brown  uneven  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

961  1851.  N-28.  Mint  State  60 +  ,  Uncirculated.  A  rare 

variety.  Rich  chocolate  color  with  numerous  traces  of 
flaming  mint  red.  Satin  surfaces.  Choice.  (Photo) 

962  1851.  N— 28.  Mint  State  60+,  Uncirculated.  Same  variety 

as  above.  A  perfect  mate  to  the  proceeding  lot.  These 
coins  could  be  called  twins.  Choice  surface  with  traces 
of  mint  red  coming  through.  (Photo) 

963*  1851.  N-29.  Extremely  Fine.  Nice  even  chocolate  color, 

two  minute  rim  nicks  at  5:00  do  not  detract  from  the 
coin. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

964*  1851.  N-30.  Extremely  Fine.  Very  rare  variety.  (R-7). 

Nice  even  rich  brown  color.  A  nice  specimen  for  the 
specialist. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

965  1851.  N-33.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Lightly  struck 

on  stars,  nice  satiny  surfaces.  Flashes  of  mint  red 
among  the  brown.  Lovely.  (Photo) 

966*  1851.  N-33.  Extremely  Fine.  Lightly  struck  on  obverse  as 

it  should  be.  Orange  iridescent  color  turning  to  olive. 
Ex.  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Unlisted  Variety 

967  1851.  AU-50.  Unlisted,  “B-41.”  Positions  like  N-13  but 

left  base  of  first  1  over  left  edge  of  a  dentil;  r.  base 
of  final  1  left  of  center  of  dentil;  none  of  the  die 
lumps  and  spines  characteristic  of  N-13.  Rev.  Many 
small  points  down  from  bases  of  EN  of  CENT.  Light 
tan  and  light  olive,  somewhat  lustrous;  tiny  rev.  rim 
nick.  Only  the  second  seen  in  almost  20  years. 
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968*  1852.  N-l.  Extremely  Fine  plus.  Nice  satin  surfaces. 

Even  rich  light  brown  discoloration.  Nice. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Unlisted  Variety 

969  1852.  Unlisted.  Obv.  N-l,  early  state,  base  of  a  second  1 

shows  below  1;  rev.  new,  fourth  berry  and  its  stem 
recut,  and  without  any  of  the  cracks  of  N-l  or  2. 
EF-45,  lustrous  medium  brown,  very  faint  signs  of 
handling.  Very  rare,  fewer  than  a  half  dozen  seen. 
Ex  Numisma  sale,  Ruby. 

970  1852.  N-2'.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Lightly  struck 

on  obverse  dentiles,  nice  satiny  surfaces  and  rich 
brown  color  with  traces  of  mint  red.  Choice.  (Photo) 

971*  1852.  N-3.  Extremely  Fine  Plus.  Mottled  olive  and  brown 

coloration.  Nice  smooth  surfaces. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Unlisted  Variety 

972  1852.  N-4,  unlisted  early  state,  originally  thought  an  un¬ 

listed  reverse  die:  tiny  die  chip  on  upper  r.  part  of 
O  of  ONE;  without  the  crack  mentioned  by  Newcomb 
(this  crack  is  very  rare).  More  or  less  AU,  sharp,  the 
edge  somewhat  irregular  as  made,  light  tan,  evidently 
cleaned  long  ago  and  retoning  naturally.  Most  N-4’s 
do  not  show  the  die  chip  owing  to  die  wear  or  filing. 
Discovered  by  John  Pawling;  still  very  rare. 

973*  1852.  N-5.  Extremely  Fine.  A  well  struck  example  of  this 

variety.  Only  a  few  minute  bruise  marks  on  Ms. 
Liberty’s  throat  to  detract  from  an  otherwise  choice 
specimen. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

974  1852.  N-6.  Almost  Uncirculated-55,  just  a  shade  away 

from  MS-60.  Perfect  obverse  dies.  Mint  red  color 
showing  through  the  even  chocolate  coloration.  Choice. 


Choice  1852  Proof 

975  1852.  N-8.  Iridescent  light  olive  Proof,  the  color  faded 

from  mint  red  and  with  faint  traces  of  the  latter. 

Much  earlier  die  state  than  the  Uncirculated  N-8  in 
this  sale,  as  the  die  file  marks  near  second  star  are 
much  plainer;  rev.  field  covered  with  faint  die  stria- 
tions  slanting  down  to  right,  this  die  not  described  by 
Newcomb.  Partial  knife-rim  or  “wire  edge”  on  upper 
obv.,  in  the  position  as  on  the  Proof  auctioned  as 
lot  1347,  New  Netherlands  59th  sale,  to  which  this 
is  a  close  match,  aside  from  several  minute  lint 
marks;  the  handling  marks  on  the  Roebling — NN  coin 
were  in  left  obv.  field,  those  on  the  present  coin — 
equally  insignificant — are  mostly  on  edges.  Exceed¬ 
ingly  rare,  high  R-7;  same  dies  as  the  Crawford- 
Ryder  coin,  the  somewhat  brighter  “Dupont”  ex¬ 
ample,  and  the  above  mentioned  Roebling — NN  59th 
sale  piece,  but  different  from  other  1852  proofs 
examined  to  date.  Ex  Breen.  (Photo) 

976  1852.  N-8,  perfect  dies.  Brilliant  mint  red  Unc.,  few  tiny 

obv.  dark  green  spots,  rev.  color  mellowing  and  be¬ 
ginning  to  blend  with  light  olive.  Well  struck  except 
at  dentilations  at  upper  third  of  obverse.  Better  look¬ 
ing  than  we  make  it  sound;  better  than  the  quality 
usually  sold  as  “Briliant  Gem  Unc.”  because  it  is 
pristine,  without  the  slightest  suspicion  of  cleaning. 
Ex.  Breen.  (Photo) 


977*  1852.  N-8.  Extremely  Fine  plus.  Two  or  three  minute 

spots  on  obverse,  but  these  do  not  detract  from  the 
overall  appearance  of  this  nice  coin.  Even  olive  brown 
color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

978  1852.  “N-8!/2.”  “Double  profile”  phenomenon,  plainest 

on  left  wreath,  berries  and  CE.  Pale  rosy  and  light 
olive  Unc.,  obviously  faded  from  mint  red,  unevenly 
struck,  weak  at  obv.  border.  Very  unusual — the  only 
one  we  have  seen  so.  (Photo) 

979  1852.  N-9.  Mint  State  65 +  ,  Choice  Uncirculated.  Ob¬ 

verse,  Flaming  mint  red.  Reverse,  slightly  toned  to 
a  rich  iridescent  mixture.  Although  this  is  considered 
a  common  hoard  coin  by  the  old  time  collectors,  there 
are  not  many  available  to  today’s  market.  (Photo) 

980  1862.  N-10.  Mint  State  60.,  Uncirculated.  Very  scarce 

variety.  Obverse  has  traces  of  mint  red  mingled  with 
soft  olive  colors.  Reverse  is  iridescent  sea  green  turn¬ 
ing  to  a  rich  blue  black.  Lovely.  (Photo) 

981  1852.  N-ll.  Mint  State  65,  Uncirculated.  Mint  red  color 

just  starting  to  mellow  into  a  rich  orange  tone.  Large 
cent  specimens  with  original  color  are  becoming  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  acquire  even  in  so-called  common 
varieties.  These  are  in  great  demand  for  type  col¬ 
lectors.  (Photo) 

982*  1852.  N-12.  Extremely  Fine.  A  rare,  variety.  Appears  to 

have  been  cleaned  at  some  time  in  the  past.  One  small 
discoloration  at  6:00  on  obverse.  Nice  appearance. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

983*  1852.  N-13.  Very  Fine.  Dark  brown  color  on  obverse 

and  reverse.  One  small  rim  nick  on  reverse  at  10:00. 
Die  scratch  through  AMERICA.  Much  nicer  than  it 
sounds. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

984*  1852.  N-14.  Very  Fine.  Rich  sea-green  mingled  with 

brown  coloration.  No  defects.  Pleasing. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Unlisted  Variety 

985  1852  Unlisted.  Obv.  N-l  5.  Rev.  Microscopically  faint 

crack  between  D  S  to  point  of  6th  leaf.  Apparently 
the  die  of  Hillcrest  I,  lot  256,  the  die  file  marks 
above  ME  virtually  gone.  (Other  N-15’s  must  be 
checked  to  see  if  they  bear  this  rev.  die.)  EF-45,  light 
brown,  somewhat  lustrous.  Very  rare. 

986*  1852.  N-16.  Extremely  Fine.  Small  lint  mark  in  front  of 

Ms.  Liberty’s  throat.  Weakly  struck  reverse.  Rich  dark 
brown  color  with  traces  of  mint  red  throughout.  Nice. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

987  1852.  N-l 9.  Extremely  Fine.  Weakly  struck  around  bor¬ 

ders.  Nice  dark  brown  color  mingled  with  iridescent 
sea  green.  Scarce  variety.  Ex.  Ruby. 

988  1853.  N-l.  Almost  Uncirculated.  Mint  State  50.  Rare 

variety.  Rich  brown  color  with  tinges  of  purple  inter¬ 
mingled.  Small  discoloration  around  fourth  star.  Lovely 
overall  appearance. 

989  1853.  N-2.  Mint  State-60,  Uncirculated.  Iridescent  sea- 

green  changing  to  purple  brown  coloration.  Flashes 
of  mint  red  on  reverse.  Nice  smooth  surface.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  appearance.  (Photo) 
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1853.  N-3.  Mint  State  65,  Uncirculated.  Mint  reds  min¬ 
gled  with  light  olive  colors.  This  variety  uncommon 
hi  such  high  grade.  Slight  discoloration  on  reverse 
doesn’t  detract  from  the  pleasing  overall  appearance 
of  this  specimen.  (I’hoto) 

1853.  N-3.  Almost  Uncirculated.  Mint  State  50.  Rich 
even  chocolate  brown  color.  Nice  satin  smooth  sur¬ 
faces.  Ex.  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1853.  N-4.  The  famous  rarity  with  top  of  extra  3  above 

3;  without  the  heavy  rim  break  between  12th  and 

13th  stars.  Ex.  Fine,  partly  lustrous  light  olive  and 

reddish  brown  with  some  rev.  iridescence.  No  auction 
record  in  many  years.  Most  of  the  dozen  or  so  ex¬ 
amples  known  are  well  worn  pieces  cherrypicked 
during  the  1950’s  and  60’s.  The  present  coin  is  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  the  Hines-Starr  coin,  unc.,  and  tied  by 

the  Newcomb  and  Downing-Warfield  EF’s.  (Photo) 

1853.  Another  N-4,  same  die  state.  VF-30,  light  olive- 
brown  gloss.  Extremely  rare.  Ex  Breen,  Warfield, 
Ruby. 

1853.  N-5.  Very  Good.  Light  even  wear.  Some  minor 
rim  dings.  Light  olive  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1853.  N-6.  Extremely  Fine.  Scarce  variety.  Well  struck, 
nice  surfaces.  Even  chocolate  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1853.  N-7.  Almost  Uncirculated.  Scarce  variety.  Well 
struck  specimen.  Small  rim  nick  at  2:00  on  obverse. 
Hardly  noticeable.  Nice  even  chocolate  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1853.  N-8.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated,  but  appears  to 
have  been  skillfully  cleaned  many  years  ago  and  has 
now  naturally  retoned.  Sea  green  mixed  with  mint 
red  coloration.  (Photo) 

1853.  N— 10.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Lightly  struck 
on  stars.  Faded  mint  red  obverse.  Reverse  slightly 
darker,  fading  to  olive.  Nice  surfaces.  (Photo) 

1853.  N— 11.  Mint  State  60  -f- ,  Uncirculated.  Scarce 
variety.  Obverse  mint  red  just  starting  to  mellow. 
Reverse  olive  with  traces  of  red.  Choice.  (Photo) 

1853.  N-12.  Fine  to  Very  Fine.  Unnatural  purplish  color, 
probably  from  fire  damage.  Not  as  bad  as  it  sounds, 
however. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1853.  N-13.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Lovely  red 
and  olive  tones  beginning  to  mellow.  Satin-like  sur¬ 
faces.  Very  nice.  (Photo) 

1863.  N— 15.  Extremely  Fine.  Even  chocolate  color. 
Nice  surfaces. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1853.  N-16.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Rarity-6.  Possi¬ 
bly  equal  to  second  finest  known  specimen.  Well 
struck.  Obv.  rich  brown  color.  Rev.  has  traces  of 
mint  red  original  color.  A  rare  opportunity  for  the 
specialist.  (Photo) 

1853.  N— 17.  Almost  Uncirculated  (50).  Scarce  variety. 
Well  struck  with  nice  even  chocolate  brown  colora¬ 
tion  Slight  nick  on  edge  at  4:00  hardly  worthy  of 
mention. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


1005  1853.  N-18.  Mint  Stale  60  +  ,  Uncirculated.  Scarce 

variety.  Traces  of  mint  red  mixed  with  brown  of  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  Nice.  (Photo) 

1006  1853.  N-19.  Mint  State  60  +  ,  Uncirculated.  Colors  are 

mint  red  and  brown  mixture.  Minute  discoloration 
below  1 0th  star,  just  a  fly  speck.  Otherwise  choice. 

(Photo) 

Unlisted  Variety 

1007  1853.  Unlisted.  Obv.  N-20,  early  die  state  with  the  die 

file  marks  behind  head.  Rev.,  many  heavy  die  file 
marks,  mostly  vertical,  plainest  within  wreath  and 
above  Rl.  Unc.,  rather  deep  mint  red  and  light  olive, 
interesting  deeper  mottlings,  small  dark  rough  spot 
either  side.  Very  rare,  first  we’ve  seen  so. 

1008*  1853.  N-21.  Almost  Uncirculated  (50).  Rare  variety. 

Dot  in  center,  touching  N  in  Cent.  Mottled  brown 
coloration.  Some  planchet  roughness  on  Ms.  Liberty’s 
throat.  Much  nicer  than  it  sounds.  Ex  Brown,  Ruby. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1009*  1853.  N-21.  Extremely  Fine.  Rare  variety.  Minute  contact 

marks  at  12:00  on  obverse.  Small  discoloration  at  3rd 
star.  Nice  even  chocolate  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Unlisted  Variety 

1010  1853.  Unlisted,  obv.  N-22,  with  the  plain  die  chip  in  rim 

outside  dentiles  below  5.  Rev.  new,  plain  straight  die 
file  mark  joins  RI  at  centers.  Light  olive  and  mint 
red  Unc.  Few  bag  marks,  mostly  on  reverse.  First 
one  we’ve  seen. 

1011*  1853.  N— 25.  Almost  Uncirculated  (55).  Rich  overall 

brown  color.  Satin  surfaces.  Choice. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1012*  1853.  N-26.  Fine-Very  Fine.  Numerous  small  contact 
marks  on  obv.  Discoloration  on  rev.  Much  better  than 
it  sounds.  Deep  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1013  1853.  N-28.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Very  Rare 

variety.  Rich  dark  chocolate  color.  None  in  Helfen- 
stein.  Has  only  appeared  three  times  in  auction  since 
the  1945  Newcomb  Sale.  Worn  one  in  Taylor- 
Schwartz,  an  AU  in  Dupont,  Merkin  sale  1969  and 
an  Unc.  This  may  be  the  same  specimen.  One  of  the 
finest  known.  (Photo) 

1014  1853.  N-30.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Appears  to  have 

been  skillfully  cleaned  and  retoned  many  years  ago. 
Small  discoloration  on  reverse.  Mottled  sea-green 
purple  under  tones.  Nice  overall  appearance.  (Photo) 

1015*  1853.  N-30.  Very  Fine.  Even  light  brown  color.  Even 

overall  wear. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1016*  1853.  N-33.  Almost  Uncirculated  (50).  Scarce  variety. 

Satin  surfaces.  Nice  even  rich  chocolate  brown  color 
with  traces  of  mint  red  showing  through  on  reverse. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1017*  1854.  N— 1.  Almost  Uncirculated  (55).  Die  break  on  ob¬ 

verse.  Smoth  satin  surfaces.  Deep  chocolate  brown 
color.  Choice. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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1018*  1854.  N— 1.  Very  Good  (o  Fine.  Light  even  overall  wear. 

Olive  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1019  1854.  N— 2.  Uncirculated,  Mint  State  60.  Mint  red  mingled 

with  light  brown  colors.  Nice  surfaces.  Outlining 
around  letters  on  reverse  from  die  filling.  (Photo) 

1020  1854.  N-2.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Duplicate  of 

above.  Olive  brown  coloration.  (Photo) 

1021  1854.  N-7.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Scarce  variety. 

Light  brown  with  traces  of  mint  red  on  reverse. 
Some  planchet  roughness  in  center  of  reverse.  Nice 
overall  appearance.  (Photo) 

1022*  1854.  N-8.  Extremely  Fine.  Light  brown  with  traces  of 

orange. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1023*  1854.  N— 8.  Fine.  Very  dark  color.  Some  minor  rim  nicks. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1024  1854.  N-9.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Planchet  rough¬ 

ness  on  cheek  and  clash  marks  in  ear.  Mixed  mint 
red  to  olive  colors.  Much  nicer  than  it  sounds.  Scarce 
variety.  (Photo) 

1025*  1854.  N-10.  Extremely  Fine.  Scarce  Variety.  Cleaned 

and  retoned  to  a  mint  red  orange.  Pleasing  appear¬ 
ance. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1026*  1854.  N-10.  Extremely  Fine.  Scarce  variety.  Two  minute 

dig  marks  on  reverse  at  6:00.  Chocolate  brown  color. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1027  1854.  N— 11.  Mint  State— 60,  Uncirculated.  Scarce  variety. 

Light  olive  mixed  with  mint  red  color.  Lovely  satin 
surface.  Choice.  (Photo) 


Choice  Proof 

1028  1854.  N— 12.  Earliest  die  state,  showing  the  light  die 

file  marks  at  dentiles  near  first  star  and  below  and 
to  right  of  date.  Brilliant  red  Proof,  lacquered  many 
years  ago,  darkened  on  the  few  areas  where  the 
lacquer  did  not  adhere-on  IBERT  down  to  past  ear, 
part  of  obv.  and  rev.  rims.  Few  minute  to  micro- 
copic  signs  of  handling  on  rev.  rim  and  just  behind 
bun.  No  recent  enough  auction  records  in  Proof  to 
mean  anything.  (Photo) 

1029  1854.  N-12.  Late  repolished  die  state,  the  line  below. 

1  weak  and  distant.  Brill,  red  and  light  olive  Unc. 

(Photo) 

1030  1854.  N-14.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Rare  variety. 

Light  brown  even  color  with  minute  discoloration  on 
reverse  at  7:00.  Also  slight  rim  nick  on  reverse  at 
6:00.  Nice  surfaces.  (Photo) 

1031  1854.  N-14.  Almost  Uncirculatcd-55.  Scarce  variety. 

Even  chocolate  brown  color. 

1032  1854.  N— 16.  Mint  State  60  +  ,  Uncirculated.  Rare  variety. 

Only  other  one  we  have  seen  at  auction  in  many  years 
was  the  Wayne  G.  Slife  specimen  sold  Oct.  72 
Merkin  sale.  Satin  surfaces  with  a  blush  of  discolora¬ 
tion  on  obverse  which  is  original  to  the  planchet. 
Overall  mixed  red  and  brown  color.  Choice.  (Photo) 


Unlisted  Variety 

1033  1854.  N-17.  Rev.  Unlisted  crack  from  top  leaf  through 

S-O  slanting  up,  as  on  the  Dupont  and  Warfield 
coins.  Difficult  to  grade,  this  piece  shows  some  mint 
lustre  and  only  the  faintest  signs  of  rubbing,  but  it 
was  cleaned  long  ago  and  the  red  is  beginning  to  tone 
down  to  light  olive;  minute  handling  marks.  EF/AU 
might  be  a  reasonable  compromise. 

Unlisted  Variety 

1034  1854.  Unlisted.  Obv.  N-18.  Rev.  New,  die  of  lot  1608, 

New  Netherlands  54th  sale,  with  the  lines  through 
NE  and  AMER  and  in  lower  fields.  Light  olive  Unc. 
with  traces  of  mint  red  near  devices  and  letters.  Small 
rim  planchet  defect  below  8.  Ex.  rare,  only  the  third 
seen  to  date.  (Photo) 

1035  1854.  N-19.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Rare  variety. 

Die  crack  on  obverse.  Reverse  has  clash  mark  on  rim. 
Light  olive  and  sea  green  toning.  Nice.  (Photo) 

1036  1854.  N-20.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Small  rough 

planchet  spot  on  Ms.  Liberty’s  throat.  Mottled  sea 
green  and  olive  colors  with  touches  of  mint  red. 

(Photo) 

1037  1854.  N-21.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated  Scarce  variety. 

Has  not  appeared  in  many  sales.  Nice  smooth  sur¬ 
faces,  minute  fly  specks.  Light  chocolate  brown  color. 

(Photo) 

1038*  1854.  N-24.  Almost  Uncirculated.  Brown  color  with  a 

touch  of  original  mint  red. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1039  1854.  N— 25.  Mint  State  60  +  .  Uncirculated.  Choice  sea 

green  and  oliv  coloration.  A  beauty.  (Photo) 

1040*  1854.  N— 25.  Almost  Uncirculated.  Mottled  olive  and 

brown  colors.  Ex  Hines,  Bluestone,  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

Unlisted  Variety 

1041  1854.  Unlisted,  unlike  anything  hitherto  reported.  AU- 

55,  light  tan,  faintly  lustrous.  Date  positions  like 
N-4  except  that  top  of  1  close  to  bust,  only  a  little 
of  5  embedded,  and  4  is  about  as  far  from  curl  as 
1  is  from  bust;  54  about  touch;  left  base  of  1  about 
touches  r.  of  center  of  dentil,  r.  base  of  4  also  r. 
of  center  of  dentil  and  moderately  close;  horizontal 
die  file  marks  below  ear;  dash  left  of  middle  of  1 
(part  of  base  of  erroneous  1);  top  of  extra  1  em¬ 
bedded  in  end  of  bust;  faint  traces  of  top  of  extra 
8  touching  curl  point  and  extending  almost  to  bust 
above  8;  small  round  hole  in  ear.  The  only  one  we 
have  seen. 

1042*  1855.  N— 1.  Almost  Uncirculated.  Scarce  variety.  Was 

cleaned  many  years  ago,  now  acquiring  a  natural 
looking  patina.  Red  and  brown  mixed  coloration. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1043  1855.  N— 3.  Uncirculated,  Mint  State  65.  Fiery  mint  red 

just  starting  to  mellow.  Very  pleasing  appearance. 

(Photo) 

1044  1855.  N-4.  Mint  State  60  +  ,  Llncirculated.  Beautiful 

iridescent  olive  and  mint  red  coloration.  Smooth 
satin  surfaces.  A  beauty.  (Photo) 

1045*  1855.  N-5.  Very  Fine  but  has  a  rough  appearance.  Rim 

bruises  on  obverse  at  6:00.  Still  a  very  rare  variety 
for  the  specialist. 

♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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1046*  1855.  N-6.  Extremely  Fine  (45).  Scarce  variety.  Rich 

iridescent  chocolate  brown  colors.  Nice. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1047*  1855.  N-7.  About  Extremely  Fine  (40).  Mottled  iridescent 

brown  colors.  Good  looking. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1048*  1855.  N-8.  Extremely  Fine  (40).  Rarest  variety,  R-5. 

Almost  never  offered.  Nice  olive  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1049  1855.  N-9.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Deep  blue- 

black  iridescent  color.  “Knob  on  ear”  variety.  Early 
state.  Scarce.  (Photo) 

1050  1855.  N-9.  Almost  Uncirculated  (55).  “Knob  on  ear” 

variety.  Intermediate  die  state.  Small  pitting  on  AT 
of  STATES.  Light  olive  brown  color.  Ex.  Ruby. 

1051  1855.  N-9.  About  Uncirculated  (55).  Very  pronounced 

“Knob  on  ear”.  Very  late  die  state.  Even  chocolate 
brown  color.  Ex.  Loeppel,  Ruby. 

1052  1855.  N-9,  late  state.  Slatinting  5’s,  knobbed  ear.  Bril¬ 

liant  red  Unc.,  the  color  softening  and  just  starting 
to  mellow  very  slightly  to  darker  shades.  Two  minute 
obv.  “flyspecks”  but  no  other  defect  worth  mention¬ 
ing.  The  knob  on  ear  is  large  and  in  such  high 
relief  compared  to  the  rest  of  the  coin  that  a  pile  of 
this  variety  would  not  stack  properly.  Splendid, 
beautiful  example  of  this  popular  variety,  enhanced 
by  its  illustrious  pedigree.  Ex.  Helfenstein  collection 
as  “possibly  finest  known”,  C.  Douglas  Smith,  Garry 
Fitzgerald.  Mai  Warner.  (Photo) 


SUPERB  1855  12  STARS 

1053  1855.  N-10.  Slanting  5’s,  minute  die  chip  on  front  edge 

of  coronet.  Famous  and  rare  Twelve  Stars  die  state 
(6th  star  mostly  or  quite  gone — in  the  present  coin, 
partial  tracees  of  it  remain).  Flaming  red  Unc.,  very 
nearly  MS— 70  grade  though  there  are  a  few  minute 
to  microscopic  specks,  none  of  the  slightest  conse¬ 
quence.  Discovered  by  William  Fewsmith,  before 
1870  auction  of  his  collection;  thereafter  forgotten 
for  generations  despite  Newcomb’s  brief  mention  in 
his  book,  until  Walter  Breen  discovered  a  few  speci¬ 
mens  in  the  1950’s  and  publicized  them  in  several 
New  Netherlands  cataloguees,  now  the  Twelve  Stars 
has  become  an  object  of  feverish  demand,  so  much 
so  that  a  very  similar  example  in  the  Kagin  “Sale 
of  the  70s’  (Nov.  2—3,  1973),  lot  1013,  actually 
brought  $1300.  Ex  Garry  Fitzgerald.  (Photo) 

1054*  1855.  N-10.  Extremely  Fine  (45).  Motled  sea  green, 
brown  color.  Nice. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1055  1855.  N-12.  Mint  State  60+,  Uncirculated.  Uncommon. 

Choice  mint  red  and  brown  mixed  coloration.  (Photo) 

1056”  1856.  N-10.  Fine.  Slanting  5.  Few  small  scratches  on  ob¬ 

verse.  Mottled  down  color.  Much  nicer  than  it  sounds. 
•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1057”  1857.  N— 1.  Fine.  Slanting  5.  Mottled  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1058*  1856.  N-2.  Almost  Uncirculated  (55).  Slant  5  Light 

olive  brown  with  traces  of  mint  red.  Two  minute 
rim  nicks  which  do  not  detract  from  nice  overall  ap¬ 
pearance. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 


1059*  1856.  N-2.  About  Uncirculated  (50).  Slant  5.  Light 
brown  with  some  small  surface  contact  marks.  Nice. 
Ex  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1060  1856.  N-3.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  State  II.  Re¬ 

verse  small  die  break.  Iridescent  mixture  of  mint  red 
and  brown.  Nice  smooth  surfaces.  (Photo) 

1061  1856.  N-4.  Uncirculated,  Mint  State-60.  Slanting  5. 

Scarce  variety.  Small  obverse  scratch.  Olive  brown 
with  flashes  of  mint  red  showing  through.  (Photo) 

Choice  1856  Proof 

1062  1856.  N-5.  Rev.  of  1857  N-3.  Pale  mint  red  and  iridees- 

cent  light  bluish  Proof.  One  tiny  spot  at  13th  star, 
another  near  4th.  Partial  knife-rim  on  both  sides. 
Several  recent  auction  records  at  the  four  figure 
level  for  this  variety  in  Proof.  Obtained  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  the  1950’s,  so  heavily  coated  with  dull  waxy 
material  that  its  seller  did  not  recognize  it  as  a 
Proof.  (Photo) 

Choice  1856  Proof 

1063*  1856.  N-5.  Brilliant  Proof.  Slanting  5.  Lovely  mint  red 

color  with  only  a  few  flyspecks  to  keep  this  coin 
out  of  the  gem  class.  Heavy  obverse  wire  edge. 
From  our  1973  G.E.N.A.  where  it  brought  $2,200. 
Beautiful.  (Photo) 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1064*  1856.  N-5.  Extremely  Fine.  Slanting  5  variety.  Dark 

rich  chocolate  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1065*  1856.  N-6.  About  Uncirculated.  Upright  5  variety.  Nice 

olive  brown  color.  Ex  Kabealo,  Ruby. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1066  1856.  N-6.  Mint  State  65,  Uncirculated.  Lightly  struck 

on  stars.  Mint  red  mellowing  to  iridescent  purples. 
Choice.  (Photo) 

1067  1857.  N-l.  Large  date.  Usual  late  state,  the  die  file 

marks  at  UNIT  no  longer  visible.  Borderline  Unc., 
light  tan  and  light  olive  faded  from  mint  red,  with 
some  paled  or  subdued  mint  color  on  both  sides. 
Few  insignificant  bag  marks  on  either  sides,  some 
on  rims;  light  pre-striking  planchet  chip  at  13th  star. 

1068*  1856.  N-7.  Extremely  Fine  (45).  Minute  rub  at  4th  star, 

otherwise  satin  surfaces.  Rich  olive  brown  color.  Nice. 
♦Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1069*  1856.  N-8.  Extremely  Fine.  Small  contact  bruises  in  front 

of  Ms.  Liberty’s  throat.  Deep  chocolate  color.  Nice 
overall  appearance. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1070  1856.  N-10.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Obverse  light 

olive  with  traces  of  red.  Reverse  turning  sea-green 
iridescent.  Small  rim  bruise  on  reverse.  Nice.  (Photo) 

1071*  1856.  N— 11.  Almost  Uncirculated  Plus  (55/60).  Even 

chocolate  color  with  a  hint  of  red  on  reverse. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 

1072  1856.  N— 12.  Mint  State  60,  Uncirculated.  Very  scarce. 

Upright  5.  Minute  rim  nick  on  reverse.  Lovely  deep 
brown  color  turning  to  blue-black.  Choice.  (Photo) 

1073*  1856.  N-l 3.  Extremely  Fine.  Slanting  5.  Minute  spot  on 

obverse  at  8th  star.  Even  light  brown  color. 

•Bids  accepted  by  mail  only. 
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1856.  N-14.  Uncirculated,  Mint  State  60.  Slanting  5. 
Weakly  struck  on  stars.  Light  brown  with  traces  of 
mint  red  showing  through.  (Photo) 

1856.  N-18.  Mint  State  65.  Very  scarce.  Rarely  offered 
for  sale.  Slanting  5.  Lovely  mellow  tones  of  mint 
red  becoming  iridescent.  Choice,  very  pleasing  appear¬ 
ance.  (Photo) 

1857.  N— 2.  Small  date,  die  file  mark  down  from  B.  MS- 
65,  obv.  mint  red  and  light  olive,  rev.  full  blazing  red 

with  one  minute  spot;  completely  trivial  bag  marks, 
not  affecting  the  colors.  Very  far  above  average,  as 
these  mostly  come  with  no  trace  of  mint  red  or  at 
best  with  slight  remnants.  By  a  small  margin,  scarcest 
of  the  three  regularly  seen  varieties  of  this  year. 

(Photo) 

1857.  N-4.  Small  date,  die  file  marks  at  ear.  Brilliant 
mint  red  Unc.,  full  MS-70,  obv.  with  a  few  trivial 
specks  and  spots,  some  evidently  from  an  ancient 
fingerprint,  none  with  detailed  description;  rev.  slight¬ 
ly  more  subdued  in  color  though  full  red,  with 
several  minute  spots  on  raised  rim.  Faint,  insignificant 
bag  marks  on  rims  on  both  sides.  Tied  with  the 
finest  seen,  really  splendid.  (Photo) 


1078  N.  D.  (1840-57).  Black  planchet  for  large  cent,  second 

process,  with  the  broad  raised  rim  as  always  on 
blanks  of  this  period.  (Earlier  blanks  have  much 
narrower  raised  rims,  generally  1/16";  on  the  present 
piece  the  rim  is  more  than  1/10"  broad).  Probably 
should  be  graded  Fine  to  VF  with  the  usual  handling 
marks.  Very  scarce,  almost  never  seen  better. 

1079  N.  D.  (1840-57).  Blank  planchet  for  large  cent,  second 

process.  Very  Fine,  light  brown,  one  small  area  of 
dark  red  patina,  few  minor  signs  of  handling,  includ¬ 
ing  faint  pin  scratches  not  disturbing  the  colors,  and 
several  slight  rim  bumps.  Evidently  this  circulated 
briefly  as  a  cent,  though  more  briefly  than  many 
we  have  seen  -  they  often  come  with  initials  carved 
into  fields,  or  seriously  banged  up.  Similar  specimens 
have  routinely  brought  well  into  three  figures. 


—  END  OF  SALE  — 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Closing  date  for  mail  bid  only  lots  is 
Monday,  February  17,  1975. 


If  you  believe  the  adage: 

“Buy  The  Book  Before  The  Coin” 

(A.  Feldman) 

We  have  “the  book  of  books”  for  you. 

Because  of  the  extreme. importance  of  this  sale  as  the  most  definitive  work 
ever  written  on  Connecticut  Cents  as  well  as  the  Vermonts  and  Large  Cents 
offered,  we  are  preparing  a  special  deluxe  hard-bound  presentation  edition  of 
exactly  200  copies  of  this  fine  catalogue.  Each  copy,  personally  autographed 
by  Walter  Breen  and  numbered  by  him  and  it  will  be  inscribed  with  the 
owner’s  name  in  gold  leaf  on  the  cover.  Every  plate  will  be  reproduced  by 
direct  photographic  process.  The  very  finest  paper  will  be  used.  The  deluxe 
catalogue  itself  will  instantly  become  a  desirable  volume  which  will  grace 
even  the  most  advanced  collector’s  shelf.  The  opportunity  is  here  —  now  — 
and  will  be  gone  in  a  few  weeks.  You  should  consider  this  major  acquisition 
carefully.  The  price  of  this  volume  will  seem,  in  the  future,  a  pittance,  when 
compared  to  its  rarity.  This  library  edition  will  be  available  approximately 
six  weeks  after  sale  and  will  of  course,  include  the  prices  realized.  Naturally, 
prior  to  the  sale  you  will  ,eceive  a  copy  of  the  regular  edition  of  the  catalogue 
so  you  may  participate.  This  deluxe  presentation  edition  is  available  at  $35.00 
per  copy  postpaid,  and  must  be  ordered  prior  to  the  sale. 


pine  tRee  auction  company,  inc. 

200  I.  U.  Willets  Road  •  Albertson,  New  York  11507 

Herbert  Melnick 
Please  Reserve  for  me  the  following  catalogs  and  prices  realized: 


P  Early  American  Coppers  —  Feb.  15,  1975  @  $3.00 

□  Suburban  Washington,  D.C.  —  Feb.  21-22,  1975  @  $2.00 

□  2nd  Annual  Walter  Breen  Gold  Sale  —  Mar.  14-15,  1975  @  $2.00 

□  Altman-Haffner  Sale  —  May  1975  @  $3.00 

□  Mail  Sale  #4  —  June  15,  1975  @  $1.00 

□  Chicago  Convention  Sale  —  Aug.  1,  1975  @  $2.00 

□  Mail  Sale  #5  —  Sept.  15,  1975  @  $1.00 

□  G.E.N.A.  ’75  —  Nov.  20-23,  1975  @  $2.00 

□  International  ’75  —  Dec.  3-4,  1975  @  $2.00 

□  Full  Annual  Subscription  Through  December  1975  @  $10.00 

□  Special  Deluxe  E.A.C.  Catalogue  @  $35.00 
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□  I  would  like  to  consign  coins.  Please  call  me  at 


ZIP 


(Include  Area  Code) 
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Ouaeter  Eaci.es — each  to  be  of  the 
value  of  two  dollars  and  a  half  dollar, 
and  to  contain  fixty  one  grains  and  fcven 
eighth*  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  fixty  fe- 
vcn  grains  and  four  eights  of  a  grain  of 
flandard  gold.  Dollars  or  Units  — 
each  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Spanifh  mill¬ 
ed  dollar  as  the  fame  is  now  current,  and 
to  contain  three  hundied  and  feventy 
one  grains  and  four  fix'ecnth  part*  of  a 
grain  of  pure,  or  four  hundred  and 
lis  ten  grains  of  flardard  filver.  Half 
Dollars — each  to  be  of  half  the  value 
of  the  ricl'ar  or  unit,  and  to  contain  one 
hundied  and  eighty  five  grains  and  ten 
fixtcenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two 
hundred  and  eight  grains  of  flandard 
ftlver.  Quarter  Dollars— each  to 
be  of  one  fourth  the  value  of  the  dollar 
or  Unit,  and  to  contain  pinely  two  grains 
and  thirteen  fixieenth  part*  of  a  grain  of 
pure,  or  or.e  hundred  aud  fourgrains  of 
flandard  filver.  Dismrs— each  to  be  of 
the  value  of  o-  e  tenth  of  a  dollar  or  unit  j 
and  to  contain  thirty  (even  grains  and 
two  fixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or 
forty  one  grains  and  three  fifth  parts 
of  a  grain  of  flandard  filver.  Half 

D  ism e s - each  to  be  of  the  value 

of  one  twentieth  of  a  dollar,  and  to  con. 
tain  eighteen  grains  and  nine  fixteentfi 
pana  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  twenty  grains 
and  four  fifth  parts  of  a  grain  of  fland¬ 
ard  filver.  Cents — each  to  be  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  one  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar, 
and  to  contain  eleven  penny-weights  of 
copper^  Hal/ Cents— each  to  Dp  of 
the  veltie  q f  half 'a  c tr-.T  anTT  io  contain? 
five  penny- weight*  and  haff.  k  ppntiy 
weigh'  of  cooper. 

•f  i fad  St  it  fuither  enabled,  That  upon 
lh>  faid.com>  rr.fpcfl  vely  there  fhall  be 
the  following  devices  and  legends  name¬ 
ly  :  Upon  o:  o  fide  of(  each  of  the  faid 
cof.'S  'here  (lull  be  an  impicfiion  etnble- 
matick  of  I-  bcrty.wi  han  infeription  of 
the  wold  Liberty,  and  the  year  of  the 
coinage  ;  and  upon  the  reverfe  of  each 
of  the  gr.ld  and  filver  coins  tlicte  fhall 
be  the  figure  or  reprefentation  of  an  ea¬ 
gle*  with  this  inlcription,  “  United 
States  or  Ajjrr  ic  a”  and  upon  the  re¬ 
verfe  of  each  of  the  copper  coins,  there 
fliali  bean  i;  feription  which  fhall  exprefs 
the  denomination  of  the  piece,  namely, 
cent  or  half  cent,  as  the  cafe  may  re¬ 
quire. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  That  the  pro¬ 
portional  value  of  gold  to  fi*.  ver  in  ail 
coina  which  fhall  bv  law  he  current  as 
money  within  tits  United  Sta'es,  (hall  bp 
tjt~.fr  rif*  *w  one,  xerno  riTTg  quantity 
in  weight,  of  pure  gold  or  .  pure  filver  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  every  fifteen  poinds  weight- 
of  pure  filver  fhall  bo  of  equal  value  irt 
all  payment*,  with  one  pound  weight  of 
pure  gtfld,  and  fo  in  proportion  as  to  any 
grea.'W  or  lefs  quantities  of  tno  refpettive 
metals) 

•  /lad  be  ft  further  enabled  .That  the  hand- 
ard  for  ail  gold  coins  of  the  Untied 
Sia'es,  fhall  be  eleven  parts  fine  to  one 
pa|t  alloy;  and  accordingly  that  eleven 
pans  in  t,welve  of  the  entire  weigh:  of 
eacn  of  the  faid  coins  (hall  confiff  of  pure 
gold,  and  the  remaining  orir  w.Tt'i  part 
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o/alloy;  and  tfie  faid  alloy  (hail  be  corn- 
poled  of  filver  and  coppei,  in  (uch  pro- 
portionp  not  exceedtrig  one  hall  filver  as 
fha.ll  oe  found  ctinvenient  ;  to  be  regu- 
fa'ed  by  the  D  roftor  of  the  mint,  for  the 
ap  .ioba  ion  of  the 
Fi-efiJent.  of  the  United  States,  until  fur¬ 
ther  provifion*  fhall  be  ma  te  by  lat/7  , 
Ai  d  to  ihe-end  that  the  neceffary  infor¬ 
mation  mav  be  had  in  order  to  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  fuc h  further  provifion,  it  fhall  be 
the  duty  o  ns  Direftor  of  the  mini,  at 
the  expira'iori  of  a  year  after  commen¬ 
cing  the  operation*  of -the  faid  mint,  to 
report  to  Ci-ngrefs  the  prafl'ice  theieof 
during  the  (aid  year,  touching  the  com¬ 
position  of  the  alloy  of  the  faid  gold 
coins,  the  reafons  for  (uch  prafuce.  and 
the  experiments  and  obl’ervaiiot.s  which 
fhal(  have  been  made  concerning  the  ef- 
fedls  of  different  proportions  of  fil  ver  and 
copper  in  he  faid  alloy. 

.  And  be  it  further  enabled, That  the  fland  ¬ 
ard  ter  all  filter  corns  of  the  United 
States,  (hall  be  one  thoufand  four  hun— 
died  land  eighty  five  parts  fine  to  one 
hundred  and  feventy  nine  parts  alloy; 
and  accordingly  that  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  eighiy  five  parts  in  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  four  parts 
of  the  entire  weight  of  each  of  the  laid 
coins  fhall  confifl  of  pure  filver,  and  the 
remaining  one  hundred  and  feventy  nine 
partsof  alloy  ;  which  alloy  fhall  be  whol¬ 
ly  of  .copper. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  it  fhall 
be  lawful  for  any  petfon  or  perlons  to 
bring  to  th*  faid  mint  gold  and  filver  bul¬ 
lion,  in  order  to  their  being  coined  ;  and 
that  the  bullion  fo  brought  fhall  be  there 
allayed  and  coined  as  fpcedily  as  mav  be 
after  thft  receipt  theieof,  and  that  Lee 
df  expenfe  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  by 
whom  thet  fame  (hall  have  been  brought. 
And  as  fobn  as  the  faid  bullion  fhall  have 
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ATcreiary  of  the  Treafury  to  furnifh  tha 
faid  mint  from  time  .to  time  wjienfvet 
the  (late  of  the  Treafury  will  arfmit  there¬ 
of,  with  fuch  fums  as  mav  be  neceffary 
for  efFe&ingnthe  faid.  exchanges,  to  b® 
.replaced  as  fpeedjly  as  may.be  out  of  lha 
coins  which  fhall  have  been  made  of  lha 
bullion  for  which ,  the  monies  fo  furnifh- 
ed  fhall  ha"e  been  exchanged  ;  and  tha 
laid  deduftion  of  one, half  per  cent,  fhall 
conflitute  a  fund,  towards  t}ofraying  tha 


cxpenles  of  the  (aid  mint.).. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  That  the  bul« 
lion  which,  fhall  be  brought  as  afotefaid 
to  the  mint  to  be  cojned,  fhall  be  coined, 
and  the  equivalent  thereof  in  coins  ren¬ 
dered,  if,  demanded,  .in  the  order  in 
which  the  faid  ,  bullion  fhajl  have  been 
brought  or  delivered,  giving  priority  ac¬ 
cording  to  priority  of  delivery  only,  and, 
without  preference  to  iny  perfon  or  per¬ 
fons  and.  if  any  preference  fhall  $>d 
given  contrary  to  the  dite£lion  aforefaid, 
the  officer  by.whon^  fuch  undue  prefer. 
sw<ce  fiiill.be  grypr.,  fliall  in  each  cats 
forleu  ami  pay  one  thoufand  dollars; 
to  oe  recovered  with  cuflfcof  fuit.  And 
fo  thsend  th^  it  may  fe  known  if  fuch 
preference  fhall  at  any  time  be  given, 
the  aflayer  or  officer  to  whom  the  faid 
bullion  fhall  be.  delivered  to  be  coined^ 
fhall  give  to  the  .perfon  or  .perfons  bring¬ 
ing  the  fame,  a  memorandum  in  writing 
ur.der  his  hand,  deno'ing  the  weight, 
finenefs  and  v,luo  theieof.  together  with 
the  day  and  order  cf  its  delivery  into  tha 
mint. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  That  all  thej 
gold  and  fio  cc  coins,  v  hich  fhall  havejj, 
been  (truck,  at,  and  iffi.ed  !rom  the  (aid? 
mini,  fhali  he  a  lawful  tender  in  all  pay-* 
men's  whalfpevcr,  thofe  of  full  wei  gh$ 
according  to  the  refpettive  values  heieicf 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  if  any  of 
the  gold  or  filver  coins  which  fhall  be 
Aruck  or  coined  at  the  faid  mint  fhall  be 
debafed  oi  made  worfe,  as  to  the  propor¬ 
tion  q:  fi  e  gold  or  fine  filver  therein  con¬ 
tained.  or  fhall  be  of  lefs  weigh'  or  value 
than  the  fame  ought  to  be  puffuant  to  the 
direttions  of  this  aft,  through  the  default 
or  with  the  connivance any  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  or  perfons  who  fhall  be  mployed 
at  the  laid  mint,  for  the  purpofc  of  prq^ 
fit  or  gain,  orotherwife  with  a  Fraudulent 
intent,  and  if  any  of  th;  faid  officers  cr 
porfous  IhDi  embezzle  any  of  the  metals 
which  Hull  at  any  time  be  committed  io 
their  charge  for  the  purpofe  of  being  corn¬ 
ed,  or  if  any  of  tha  coins  which  fhall  be 
firuck  or  coined  at  the  faid  mint,  every 
fuch  officer  or  perfon  who  fhall  commit 
any  or  either  of  the  faid  offences,  fhall  h‘e 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  (hall  fuffer 
death. 

And  he  it  further  enabled ,  That  th;  mq- 
nev  of  account  of  the  Ur.i’ed  States, (hall 
be  ex  jrjfLd  in  dollars  or  units,  dilmes  or 
ten  hi.  cents  or  hundredths  and  rodlcs  or 
thoufand'hs,  a  dif.ne  being  the  tenth  part, 
o’  a  lollar,  a  ceot  the  hundred  h  part  cf 
a  dollar,  a  indie  the  thoufandth  part  of  a 
do: la-,  and  that  ad  accounts  in  the  pub- 
lick  offices  a "Jail  proceedings  in  the 
couns  of  ihe  United  States  (hfli  b;  kept 


and  had  n  con 'nrmitv  n 


r.  gu  ation. 


JON  \TH  \N  TRUMBULL, 
bp  iher  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentaliuet. 
Jd  iM  AD  A  MS,  Vice- Prtfi  lent  of  the 
Uv.t,  d  iti'es  and  ’A  reft  lent  of  th '  S'nate. 
Amov.i.i,  A i) i  pie  iccond,  t792* 

C7^K  CfVa^!iin^lon, 

^  Prefider.t  of  the  United  Slates. 
Deposited  among  the  Rolls  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  Secretary  of  S'ate. 

TH:  JEFFERSON,  Secretary  of  State. 


